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PREFACE. 



I AM impelleJ to give this book to the public for wlmt 1 
oiisider two very good reasons. 
The first ia, becnuso the Liatory of the Great Strikes of 
t has not previously been produced with either truthful- 
P^eee or vividness. 

The seeoiid and more important reason, in my estimation, 

B that their canse, progress, and final demise shoLild |je so 

iffectnally grouped and so truthfully i>aiutcd that their 

memory, thus fieshened and revived, shall ever stand as a 

ranting and preventive of their reeurrenee. 

My aim has been to present merely the truth, so that the 

|>li1>lio might not only be able to preserve the interesting 

md exciting pictures and incidents of those terrible days, 

tut also thoroughly iinderatand the peculiar causes i-cspon- 

ble for these ontbreaks, and look Bfjuarely under the mask 

md in upon the inner workings of the most important of 

Bioee labor organizations which invariably result in disaster 

D their members and ruin to themselves. 

I My extensive and perfectvii detective si'slem \va?> msAa 

f work easy for me, vrheru it wonld \mvA\y Wve \i%e\\ 



■£]ble lo otiicr writei-s; for, over siiiue the great sti'iEes ol 
[*77, my Rgencioa have been busily employed by great 
Bilway, mauiifactiiring and utlier corporal iuii», for the 
Fjjiirpose of bnnging the leaders and instigators of tlie dark 
l-decda III those days to the pnnisbment tliey so richly de- 
Kiierve. Hundreds have bceu punished. Hnndi'eds moi-e 
Infill be punished. 

My firet pnrpoae was to pi-esont the history of the great 
strikes in such a way that the effective work since done by 
Ecorce of my men could be seen. But I have found this 
impossible, as many of the operations, begun during the 
Hery intcnseat excitement of the strikes, are not yet, noi 
^ill they for somo time be, hniehed; so that it will be 
Veadily seen that their recital would prove injnrious to 
many interests; and I have therefore been obliged to 
auutvnt myself with what I believe will be considci-ed a 
tmthful history of those troubled times, as well aa of the 
»tisos creating them. Thus, while the work may lack tha 
eiiltoquial interest of uiy preceding volumes, most of the 
EbcIs contained liave been secured f i-om the very sama . 
tource, and have permitted the compilation of a work 
Vrhich may lie relied uiwn. 

In reciting these facts and considering their lesson, I 
believe that I of all othei* have earned the right to say 
plain tilings to the connlleas toilers who were engaged in 
Stese strikes. I say I have earin:d this right. I have been 
bU my lifetime a working man. I know what it is to strive 
ind grope along, with paltry renuuieratiou and no encour- 
feiiient aare llint uf the bojic aud auiVitioi\ u>\v\a.w\.'ai m 
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every human lieart. I lia\c been a pcxir lad iii Scotland, 
Ijuffeled and badi^red by boorish maetcra. I have woi-bed 
■weary years through the "'prentice" period, until, by the 
hardeat applit^ation, Iconqnereda trade. Wlieii this much 
WHS dune, I plodded alon^ itiider nnfuoling bosses at this 
trade, both thmugh Great Britain and iu the United States 
and Canadas. 1 know what it is, from pei-sonal experience, 
to Ihj the tramp journeyman ; to carry the stick and bnndle ; 
to seek work and not get it ; and to get it, and receive but 
s pittance for it, or siiddetdy lose it altogether and bo com- 
pelied to resume the weai-y search. 

Ill fact, I know every bitter experience that tlio most 
laborious of lalwring men have been or ever will be re- 
qnireii to uudergo, not forgettiiig.freqiient participntioii in 
"the strike;" and fi-oni it all there 1ms come a conviction, 
aa (rertaiii as life itself, that the workingman is never the 
gainer — Ijnt ahi-ays llic loeer, by resort to tlie reckless 
intimidation and brnte force wliich never fait to result 
from the secret organization of the trades-union to foice 
capital to compensate lalwr to a point where the use of 
iBt capital becomes miprolitable and di^aatroiis. 
! These trades-nnions of every name and nature are but a 
of the old despotic days. The neceBsities fur their 
creation, if they ever existed, liave passed away, fin Amer- 
ican citizenship thei'e exists ail Che essentials to make suc- 
cess in the life of every man not only possible, but prol>aIile. 
Every trades-union Iia» for its vital |jriiiciple. wlialever ia 
^wrofeseed, the concentration of brule for^e to y;BAU tertwiW 
Kiefe. TJje/i Ilia deadly fiphit vf Coinmmiism Ble&Xa m «AVi 
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fiirtlier embitters the workinginan againet tliat from wliicli 
liis very lireliliood is secured, and gradimlly inakee Iiim an 
enemy to all law, order, and gijfid society; wliereas, were 
he free from tJtese demoralizing suiTotmdings, his wliule aim 
would be to improve himself by every means in his power, 
until he became a better workman, a more faithful era- 
phijee, and a more loyal and high minded citizen. And it 
will be found true, the world over, that in just the propor- 
tion that all classes of workingmen refuse to be coerced 
(ind embittered by these peniicioiis societies, in jnst tliat 
proportion do they rise above their previons conditions, and 
reach a nobler and happier condition of life. 

Allan Pinkekton. 
GuiCAGo, 187S. 
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ETBtKEKS AND BTRIKINO. 

From liiia dale, fwr one to lixtk bauk npoii the greatl 
rikes of '77, their causes and effects, it is possible for n'l 
|cHlmer and more i-Aiidid jiulgiiiont to prevail. While tliey I 
Mitiiiiiod, tlie publii! niind was iii a condition of nni-eat^l 
hxcitetnmil, und aliLnn. The epoi^tacle of bo vast a country 
B oiii* being even for a short time palsied, its local author- 

1 paralysed, its Slate governments jjowerless, and 

Eeuemi government almost doficd, was eo sudden, so ui 

Kreal, and bo appalling, that the best judgment ^>f our beslil 

linds were found unequal to cope with so startling aiid>1 

hxireme an ciriergency. 

Kcver before in the history of our eonntry had tlteref 
I such a Bwift and far-reaching ^leril ; nor had we ] 
i of any other govenmient being obliged to tbna snd- 
confi-out so overwhelming a danger. There 
■iin;f fan^JWe shout our great 'R.e\)e\\\ci\\. "Vv^va 
^pectati'on was to a certn'm degree pre^iftreOi iuv 'A. 
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[ jearB tlie opposing agencies Iiad been adjusting tliemsclvoa * 
} mora iu)d more decidedly. Men iit llic Soutli had become 
\ Bnajiicimifi o£ men at tlie Kurlli ; Northern nicii bucaiiie 
:ilagonized in feeling and interests to Sonthern men. For 

■ Bonie time previous to the beginning of hoHlilities the two. 
I Boctions had become more distinct and separate, in all that 
k constitutes inntnal respei.'t and consideration, than two c 
■itignona nnfriendlj' nations. All that was needed to coin-- 
Lpiete the isolation of each was the border forts and iho 

■ 'border patrol. The public mind of each eection had been 
1 to a gi-eat degi'ee made ready for actual hofltilitiea. They 
I were predetermined facts, Wlien they came, their t 

j,#cqueTiccB followed naturally and inconsistent oi-der; and 
P^on^li neither section was wholly prepared for the rapid 
I cnlmination of the nnmberless startling and dmmatio 
evoniB which crowded into the four yeare of civil conflict, 
L both wore enabled, through this previous certainty of Borae 
Sort of [leril, to cope with the same with an increasing wis- 
dom and jndgment. 

I3nt how difFei'c-nt were we situated when this last great! 

terror came upon ns, and how unusual and startling wew 

its phases and conditions I 

V' ' It was everywhere ; it was nowhere. A condition o$ 

sedition which can be located, fixed, or given bonndarieaj: 

I may, by any onlinary community or govennnent, be s 
dned. This uprising, in its far-reaching extent, was so 
alarmingly sudden that it seemed like the iiideoiis gi-owtlii 
of a nigUt. It was as if the suri-onnding seas had swept In 
upon the laud fi-om every qnarter, or some sudden central 
volcano had upraised its hideous head and belulied forth 
burning rivei-s that cfiui-sc'd out nimn the coimtry in every 
direction. No general action for safety could be taken. 
Look where we might, stune fresh danger was presented. 
Yo oue had pmplieeied it; no one coiiVd v^'^^viiTrt \\.*, wo 
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B was foHnd bi-avc eiioiigli or wise cnoiigli to sto 
tcnl!al epreatU Its birth was epiintaTieoiis ; iUf 
ike & luinieaiie; its deiiiiae a complete farce. ^^ 

' Biit, looking over the defttrnutioii wrought, the cniisider-iifc 
jUon of the now clcarly-ostahlishod fact, that our country 
i arrived at ench an ago and eonditioii that it uoutaitis 
iie dormaut elements whiuh require oitly a certain measure 
of tnrbnlent haiidliug to at any moment again hring to the 
Burfucc even a stronger and more uoueeiitrated power of 

t-riolenee and outlawry, becomes imt only a moet wise policy, 
mat an urgent necessity. J[ 

I mnst eonfeea to a close eympatby with workiugraen of 
all classes. For qnite a portion of my life I have been a 
lalwrer, while all my life I have been a workingman. I 
believe I can truly appreciate the struggles and trials of. 
I intelligent lalHirer, and well understand the rigorous 
s lliat often hem him in. I also believo it cruelly 
^ust for any body of men, or portion of society, to hold 
nd his little world o£ labor and sacrilico and few 
■asnrcs so tlioronghty at arm's length, as tliough it were 
1 unclean thing to loneh or to consider. To this mltierahlo 
\ too frcqnent custom it is most certain that we are in- 
lebted for a measure of the turbulent vicioosiiess uf what 

e termed the laboring classes. 
1 But, oti the otliei- baud, I would as rigorously hold the 
nrkingman to his duty. With the numberless opportuni- 
I for the bettering of oiie^s condition, which, in these 
i, every country, and particularly this country, affords, 
lere is no excuse for other than a straighl forward, honest, 
1 honorable cuui-se on the part of any man, capitalist of 
No man who is able to luU^r at all, is unable, by 
reistent honesty and pereistent frugality, to, in time, scenre 
hfatr competence and a fair measure t)f lift's aTOcmV\«».to\\ 
isii/vi.. When, then, the best expcrieotQ ot \.\\e ■^'4«M 




y lias dciTioiiBt™tcd tlmt <;a]>ital ia a iieuesBity to labor, nml stt 
/ tbu capital of all the Iluthsiiliilds is as valueless to ita [>ossos« 



tbu capital of all the Ilothschilds is as valueless to ita [>ossoi 
Bors as BO inndi pand when laboi" is not at hand lo give it 

Ieireiilntion and nse, the lalmriiig man nnt oiity does a crim- 
inal act to Boeiety, but a grievous wrong to himself and 
those dependent upon him, whenever he allows hiinsulf to be 
led into any aBsuciation or combination having for its i-ea£ 
BnimuB— whatever its assumed objects may be — the enforce- 
ment of eeitaiii conditions and restrictions ui>on tlio use o* 
Bucb cai>ital as may be enqiloyed in the extension or mte o£ 
tlie labor ujiiin wliicii he may be engaged. 
It is a well-known axiom that everything eventually finds 
its proper level. It is certainly aa tnie that botli capital 
and labor, in the aggregate, receive their true rewards. In 
e.xceptioiia! cases both capital and lab<ir are overpaid ; 
certaui other inatancea tliey arc hutli underpaid. But these 
X ait) only exceptions; and no combination of capital on the 
one side, or combination of labor on the other aide, to foitai 
unjust extortion fmm the one or the other, can evor 
maintained, and ia always doomed to a termination ao di 
Irons that the eventual loss has far exceeded the itnmodiat 
profits. 

The mysteiy of all these lalmr ti-onbles is that tlie laboi 
.jlig men who permit themselves to become members d 
.trades nniona do not see the danger with which they sur 
round tbemselves when ihey aaaiat in forming association 
for comjjelling from their employers what their enipIoj*ef 
cannot affoi-d to yield. Tliey have then assumed a jiositioi 
of open antagonism to the existence of the very intei'est^ 
upon which they aie utterly dependent for their own snslo 
iiunce. They immediately close aveuneB for their owu 
liatance, restrict the ti]>cration of those commercial foi-ce« 
irJjosG nnti-amnieled and in i restricted working are abso- 
iJntcIj- essential to f/it; existence of aU Batu\j-wmAv\';Vcd\i\m- 
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HeShand trade, and, iiistoad of deriving any benefit from 
tlieir warfare upon their emplojers, are iiivarialily obliged 
to &iislain great loseee and withstand severe privation, wliils 
plunging uther elaBses of workingmen into want and pen- 
nry ; for it is an invariable law, that when one great bnsi- 
ness interest is aasailod by the labor it employs, capital 
qnifkly feels the approaeh of danger and swiftly retreats 
into tnysterioHs hiding-places, ieaWng other business iuter- 
eets tmable to snstain theioselvos. Thus thousands of other 
lalmrcrs are grievously wixjnged thmiigh the criminally 
nnjnst ai^tion of a comparatively small body of men, whoso 
rijfhts are in no way anjjerior to those who have been thus 
injiii-ed. 

It is a well-eslabl ished fact that the business failures 
throughout the United States were more uumei'ous for a 
staled period subsequent to the great July strikes of '77 
than fnr any oilier like period during the four years of un- 
prct^cdented bnsinoss depression which preceded tiiat time. 
No one will deny that they were the direct result of the ■ 
strikes. Ilnndi-eds of firms, niiabic to withstand the addi- 
tional complications which tlie disaster imposed, were 
iniued. and thousands of workmen were thrown oit of 
employment. The strikers got nothing but idleness a^J its 
vicions results. But, even had they been beneflted by a 
forced increase of wages, who is to coinpensalc those thou- 
sands of workinginen that were deprived of their means of 
gaining a livelilKmd for ihemBelves and families tlirough 
the suicidal acts of those wJio insolently deranged tlie entire 
business of a great country ? 

The motto of niaiiy of these tnrbnlent aafl<x;iation3 is 
"Liberty, Fraternity, Equality." What is that kind of 
" libei-ty " which is tlie resnlt of a rule of force upon one 
of people and iiiteresta by any ot\icr daSR ot "toSm- " 
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What manuer of a " fraternity " is tliat where one 1 
of workingmen combine to bring about a coudition of i\a 
biileiiue wliii^h banishes from all classes of citizens ever] 
Bentiinciit of fraternity and humanity in a common grcedfl 
a conmion suspicion, and a common desperatiou for eeU-f 
presenation ? 

And what should bo said of an " equality " the effeut of 
which has invariably been ruin and dismay to employers 
and workingmen, when one body of workingmen appeal to 
the brute force and terrorism of the long strike to compel J 
their own scllish demands? I 

Whatever temporary gain may be secured, the history of ,1 
all strikes is one of disaster to those who participate in 
them, They ever have resulted, they ever will result, in 
not only injury to the striker, but injury to the employer, 
which, in time, is certain to react upon the employee; and 
it may be laid down as a fixed principle that no strike can 
ever pei-maueiitli/ succeed. There can be no reasonable . 
BucccBS of a riotous strike in any civilized conntry. 

For tliis reason the strike of '77 was a complete failnret. 
Although in many instances riotous excesses were not com 
niittcd, the attempt of whicli they were all guilty — to pre. 
Tcnt the movement of trains— made their strike as truly a- 
riotous pi-oceeding as the iiilluge, areou, and mui-der < 
Fittslnirg could have made it. Uy this act the striken' 
placed themselves in an attitude of defiance to all law and ■ 
to society, and as surely arrayed law, oMer, and society 
against them. Had they won, it would have been a triumpl^ 
of anarchy ; and anarchy is a something im|K)Bsible to exist., 
No community can exist save under law and order ; and no 
riotous strike is peasible of success sliort of revolution j, 
■while revolution itself is a failure, unless it brings to a peo- 
ple a still purer law and a more secure oi-der. If working- 
see/; irJjo become rioters tiii-ough iht&e atvWies wowVi 'ocw^ 
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IB mind tliat a complete saccess for tbem in these latvlesa 
ventorGS neceseitated an utter nverthrow of the government 
«> wUieh they owe allej^iancc, it is due to their intelligence 
■D Bay that tliey would forever abandon that mode of re- 
pressing real or aasumed grievanoes. 

I Tbe Btrike of '77 failed as a strike, as tlionaandB of 
wiera liave fulled as strikes. Wlien it became a general, 
hot, its failure waa doubly assnred. Wtien it took on timt 
Ifeatnre, every employer, every workinj^nian, aTid every law- 
uiding citizen, wlietlior emiiloyer or lahoi-er, was cotn- 
pelled, fi'om the sini|ile law of Belf-pi-eservation, to raise 
BS liauds against it. It has never yet occurred that the 
ianliiiouB elements of a c<Jiintry were more powerful than 
pic law-abiding elements. Even wild beasls shuw a certaiu 
Mgiird for brute regulation and autliority, aiid instances are 
hiven by iiatuj-alists where apparent sedition and turbuletioe 
wa tlio part of unmanageable members of these brute 
nimliea have met with uonipleto extermination as punish- 
tnent. 

► The great strike Las left everyliody pooi-er. Who has been 
iKttered 1 who can point to a single inetanoo where a body 
bI wurkingmen Las been benefited by their participation ? 
\ Who shall pay for lite enforced idleness of millions ; the 
■nin to vast business interests; the misery brought upoa 
innot^nt working men and women ; and for the hundreds of 
lives eacrificed upon this altar of human ignorance, bllud- 
■ese, and frenzy t 

\ Looking nt the matter from any point of consideration, 
ppgood thing can be seen in it, nnless it may be judged a 
BDod thing to know that we have among us a pernicious 
Eiominnnistlu siurit wLiirh is demoralizing worklngmen, eon- 
Ifonftlly creating a deeper and more intense antagonism bo< 
nreen labor and vnpitai, and po embittering tt&VwvaW'j ■£«.*■ I 
Li»<?/c/j/c/j&j^>vj//w/' //io fietter elements (it amXcl'g , ^.V«^.^^■ 
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tniist be oruglied out I'^inplutuly, or we shall be coinpelieil 
to submit to greater exueaaos and more overwhelming disas^ 
tetB in the noai' futnre. 

_ The "strike" is essentially an institution of ctontinentai. 

■ Europe, and, like all other f;ood and bad emanations frota 
that pnrt of the world, gradually but surely found its wajr 
into England, Scotland, and Ireland, and from thentje was 
transplanted to this country. Riot, which has always exr 
iBtcd, has become the constant companion of the eti-iks 
everywhere. Through my Scotch and English experiences 
I liavo become wcU ncqnaintcd with the uharaeteristics ot 
Bti'ikes in those countries. One marked difFercnce in thcin 
there is in the fact that women, in abnost every instanoa 
after the strike is inaugurated, seem the most sava^ 
preventing the breaking of the strike by the employment of 
" nobs," as the '' scabs " ai-o called there, and in iMith ineit- 
ing and i>articipatiiig in rinta. 

Rcsoi-t to strikes was fii-st had in England and Scotland 
among the cotton-spinnei-s and the '■ tenters." The latter 
B the operatives in cotton-mills who attend to the jjroper' 
stretching of the webs and have a general supervision of t 
I certain number of looms. The necessity for their constant: 
Lservice to their employci-a made their unions and strikesi 
peculiarly disastrous to the cotton -spinning and cotton-^ 
weaving interests. From this class, unions and their conao* 
quent strikes rapidly spread among all elates of working*: 
men and artisans. Carpenters, coopers, and cabinet-makers^ 
nioulderB,puddler8,l>oiler-niakera,ongino-bnilders,!Uid black-' 
smiths; shipwrights, and the numberless classes which sub-i 
siflt upon the shipping interests ; butchers, bakers, and aon* 

Ifectionera — in fact, every known trade or class of laljor soon ■ 
had itsnnion or guild ; and as a natural result, nnut sooner . 
or later have a strike. Nothing, however, of so vast pmpoi- 
•o/is as oar gi-eat strike <.>f '77 cainc out ot tins «iuot\ tttses- 
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t each organ izatiuii, as a rule, attended to its own troubles, 
, at that time coinmiiniBtii had not gained its deadly 
mthold. 

The taetics of the strikers, in conjunction with this dis- 
poeitiou of wOtnen to create disorder and encourage the tncii 
in holding ont, hefore referred to, are worthy of mention. 
t the mill, factory, or yarde where the strike might be in 
I, the strikers and their wives would congivgate in 
* force, rnoming, noou, and night. As a nila they 
mid never collect in groat nnmbers at any one point, for 
i would not he permitted hy the authorities ; hut, with 
!at caution and very remarkable generalship, they would 
pvide into numborlegs small equaiU, which would be sta- 
ined at different points of appixmch to tbo workshop. 
B small squads would iuvariiihly he supported bv nearly 
i equal number of women armed and equipped for the 
toy — many of them carrying habos in their arms. "When 
"nobs" would arrive at the workshop in the morning, 
■when tiiey would leave for and return from luuche^^u, or 
when they departed for their homes for the night, they 
would first be set utxin hy tlic strikora and badly handled. 
Then, if llio strikers happened to he getting the worst of it, 
or if the "bohbics" (the police) bore down npou them 
^cavily, at a given signal np oame heavy reinforcements in 
i shape of those women who had been waiting out of 
Ight, and wlio, with clubs, stones, bits of iron and other 
iBtily impRivised weapons, would pounce upon the " bob- 
" and the " nobs " with snch fury that they were quite 
1 temporarily driven from the Held in confusion and 
^race. On these occasions of victory the poor " uoha " 
itt teiTthly treated, for tlto women seemed by far the more 
leruilese. If the police were victorious, as was of course 
B rule, still nimthor reserve force woulii \)c 6\t^mVi ^w 
' ic/VA /'.'!,'/ IniiiotitntioiiB, tiirilliiii; yeUft aui\ >«vC\\\\\^ 
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tliere would rush forth fmm niyatorioiishidinji-iiliutosBairea^ 
of woiueu with habca in their arms, who, with proviikiny 
pereisleiicy, ptiehed in among the poliue, dealing out aljil 
blows to tile " nobs " and shrewtUy hindering the oijerationftj 
of the officere, who eonld not cliih women nuder these cir-.l 
(jumBtances, nntil most of the strikei-s had oaeaptsd. Tiipaft / 
were the ordinary taetiefl observed in all portions of Enpf 
land and Scotland. 

Altlioiigh tho Eiigliah authorities have invariably treateiifl 
riotous strikers with jjreat severity, some instances of Smrt- 
tish jiiatico, which many yeare ago oatne under my pereonal 
notice, would indicate that in tliat country tliese mutters are 
still more rigidly treated. 

In 1310, what was then known as the Airdrie and Glaan 
gow Railroad (now called the Edinburgh and Glasgow liiill'i 
road, as the line was long since continued from Airdrie to^ 
Edinburgh) was in pmcesg of construction between Glasgow 
and Airdrie. The construction hands, which were princB-" 
pally Iriaii. struck in a Iwdy for higher wages, and pnbllcLy 
swore that they would take the life of any "nob" wht 
elioidd attempt to take tlioir places. Other men were Eup 
plied, and as the strikers had well-lillcd the section wit! 
their friends and sympathizers, many savage encounten 
took place. Finally a "nob" was waylaid and most brw 
tally murdered by two strikers named D(H)lanand Roddeiii 
These men were immediately arrested, tried, eonvietei^ 
;,jind executed. Nor was it an ordinary execution. It wM 
ordered to take place as near as possible upon tho very spoj 
■where the murder was committed, and the condemned tneS 
compelled to sit upon their own cofKns while bcin| 
driven to the place, which was a wide meadow. Tliousandj 
of people witnessed the execution of tho criminals, wbiub 
2iad the^Dod effect of pntting a r[uielns upon llie striking 
■er j'ri Uiatsecliou for a long time. 
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I Previous tn this, in 1837, the cntton-spinriers of Glasgow 
d vicinity strtiuk, and by thoir incendiary and tnibnlent 
tB created a wonderful excitoment thronttliout Scotland 
and Kiiglatid. At last the authorities took the iimttcr io 
hand, and Inrfje nninbera of those who had partici|)ated in 
the outrages were obliged to esL-ape to Aiiieiiea and other 
efinntrieg, in oi-der to avoid arrest and punishment, Deter- 
mined, however, to lake sevei-e measures in the matter, the 
government ordered the arrest and indluttncnt of the 
"Secret Select Committee," consisting of Thomas fluntor, 
Peter Haekett, Richard SIcXeill, James Giiib, and William 
Mel^an. They were accordingly apprehended and in- 
dicted for a " conspiracy to intimidate, assault, and niui'der 
lion- unionistB and their maatera-or managers," and removed 
to E<)inhnrgh for trial. From the vast enms of money 
vx))ended both bv the government and the nnion leagues 
of Scotland, the eminent counsel engaged on either side, 
and the intense interest awakened, this was probably the 
moet remarkable criminal trial on record in Edinbnrgh, if 
not in all Scotland. The extreme sentence on conviction 
ill this <;asowae: " Seven years' ti-iiiidportatioa beyond the 

seas ! " 

A good deal has Ijccn written and said regarding the 
cAiises of onr great strike of '77. To my mind they seem 
clear and distinct. For years, and without any particular 
attention on the ]>art of the press or the pul>lic, animated 
1)y the vicious dictation of the International Society, all 
niHiiner of labor imions and leagues have been forming. 
No mamifactnring town, nor any city, has escaped this 
baleful intinenee. Though many of these organizations 
liavo professed opjKwition to coinmnnislic prinuiplesj their 
l>oniicions influence haa unconsciously become powerful 
among iliem. Other wf,'anizatJons have o^ieiA'j aiN'0"««.^ 
fjjc-iri. Thov Jiarc become an elL-meut iu p*iVa\i^. 1\«[ 
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intelligent workiiignien, not being altogclher ready fur tiM 
accei>tance of these extreme doctrines, have given tliein u* 
politieal Bnpport, and their violent propajiature have 
obliged to fall back npou nijitatioii of subjects which woulA 
antagonize labor and capital. For yeai's we have been' 
recovering from the extrava^nces of the war \)eriod. 
Labor has gradually, but enrely, been becoming chea{<er^ 
and its demand less, Workingmen have not eet^'noinized 
in 'the pi-oijortinn that economy became neceMsary. Wan* 
and penury followed. Workingmen consequently liave 
become discontented and embittered. They have been 
tanght steadily, as their needs inci-eased, that they were; 
being enslaved and robbed, and that ail that was neuefr 
Barj for bettering their couch'tion was a general nprisinif 
against capital. So that when, under the leadership ot, 
designing men, that great class of railroad eiuployeoa— th 
whom no body of workingmen in America were ever betl 
compensated — l>egan tlicir strike, nearly every otiier eh 
caught the infection, and by these dangerous communistic 
J leaders were made to believe that the pi-oper time for action 
rj^had come. I have therefore given considerable spaue in 
the following pages to an account of those classes and 
ganizations most extensively represented in the great striki 
^ oi '77, before proceeding with a detailed account of 
Listory of the strike itself. 
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CnAPTER II. 



I AND TBAUFS. 



In timt l)rlghteet of all Americsa sketch-books, John | 
Burroughs' "Winter Snnahine," the opening paragi-aph of j 
the sketch entitled " Eshilamtious of the Tia^d " is as foU j 

" Occasioiidly, on the iideiraJk, tunid the dapper, swiftly -moving, high- I 
leled booU and g^ters, I catch s glimpse o( the nuked bantui foot, * 
^unbly it luuffa along, the toes Bpread, the Bidea Qstten, the hoel pro- 
mdcs ; it graapt the caibing, oi beads to the f unn o( the Doevea e 
— a thing ■CD'taoiLS and alive, that seema to take oognllanae 
it touches or puees. IIow primitive and uncivil it IooIch iu ruoIi 
impan; — a real barbariim in tbtt parlor. We are ao unused to tt 
n anatomy, to simple, nmldoTned natarc, that it luoks a little repu 
; ia beaatifnl (or all that. Thongh it be a black foot and n 
Inwwbed foot, it shall be exalt«d. It U a thing of life rimid leather, • 
»a ajiirit amid damped, a wild bird amid caged, an aUUeU amid ci 
It is the syiDbol of mj order— the Order of " Walkers." 

' To my mind thei-e is something of this inexjn-cssiljle ex- I 
lularation which Mr. Bun-onghs liints at, in any form of an 

lit door tramping from point to point, wliethcr one is * 
Utterly ohjectless, or whetlier lio may have sonictliing to ' 
pin from his jouniey. One may ride in a carriage, or lie j 
lOnveyed to his place of deatinution by rail, bnt either mode < 

I at hc&t one which has no other recommendation than i 
bpecd. In yonr carriage yon get stupid and fall a«Iee[> t 
I yonr drowsiness, and in the railway-coacli yati aro 

temped and crowded, co;npetled to coivcede lo (j\)(\«t:^ 
^/t/M, are a victim to every degree oE heat uv &<A4,«xft 
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TRAMPINQ AND TRAMPS. 

obliged to breathe f on I air or mortally offend tite occupant 
of a neighboring seat, and are generally badgered and 
bothered. I iievor knew but one man who insisted that be 
"loved railroad riding," That man was a very Intel!; 
condnctor on the Pitlaburg, Foit Wayne and Chicago rail- 
way, who told me quite recently, during a conversation on 
liis train concerning sports and recreations, that he would 
" rather take a ride on a railway train for forty miles, tlian 
participate in any other pleasure or amusement of which lie 
knew," But this ia a raiely exceptional case, while the 
abominations of the overcrowded street-car are too well 
known to be recapitulated. 

No pei-aon can ever get a taste of the genuine pleasure of 
the road and not feel in some reckless way, but yet certainly 
feel, that he would like to become some sort of a tramp. 
He might rebel against any kind of a compromise with his 
own manhood that would make him a tramp in the offen- 
Bive eeuse in which the word is employed; be may be very 
certain in hie own mind that no condition of necessity and 
no combination of circumstances could ever bring him to a 
point where lie would sleep in a hay-rick, rob a hen-roost, 
or bully contributions from country-side folk; but there 
■would, and there does still come an irrepressible impulse to 
go a-trampiug. 

This physical and mental elevation of spirit which comes 
to the walker is something that belongs solely to oui-selves. 
It cannot be explained more than any other joy ; it cannot 
be transmitted like any other pleasure. One must do the 
work himself. He must strike out on his own account. It 
a his own muscles that are to be strengthened, his own blood 
that must be thrilled, his own lungs that must be expanded 
and invigorated, and his own mind and spirits which will 
Jvel theQash and friction from drinking in the glories of 
eoatoat with the tbrilUng ont-door world. 
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Did it ever occur to tlie ecliolar, or average reader of the 
beet literature, Iiow iniicb is due to what lias been treasured 
np fi-oin tlieeo trampinj^ of men who have, ah>iie and iiii- 
kuown, but possessed of this liberty-see king, country-loving 
spirit, turned tramp and thus got very close to nature and 
her secrets? Think it over, and tlien exalt tlie inijuiBitive, 
vagabond tramp throngh all ages and in all coiintrlcB. 

Aside from this feature of the (jucstion, look at those na- 
tions whose people are walkors, and see tlie strength, stabil- 
ity and stnrdine^ of tlietn. Take Scotland, England, and 
some of the eountriea of continental Eiinjpo for example. 
Walking is universaL The man who cannot walk twenty 
miles witliout being " Mowed " is looked apon with scorn, 
while the average woman there thinks nothing of a walk 
of a half-score miles. She will walk to chnrch and back 
I three timce of a Snnday (and the church in those conntries 
t is always built in some little nook from one to three miles 
I from any collection of houses), and then lie as fresh lis a 
Idaisy. What American woman could keep her comimny 1 
But look at the result. The Eiiglkli or Scotch woman at 
forty is as blooming and healthy as a lass of sixteen. The 
American woman at forty, as a rule, looks like a mummy, 
Vid is as fietful as a sickly baby. These women have used 
leir feet and legs ; they have strengthened their frames, 
Tied and built up every tisane of their bodies, made thern- 
[vcB capable of bearing healthy children, and kept witliin 
Km the equable temper and bright, cheery ways that have 
\]b them physically and mentally the equals of their hiis- 
Is, and their homes have always been places of kindly 
kting and welcome. 
I every instance where walking, or tramping, 
J, has become a favorite custom aman;; a \iwi 
Be has been benefited i'n niiinberless vjaj&. 
Jem to toach the srjiiject-tiiatter o! " Tta.mv^-(Vfe 
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TSAMPINO AND TRAMPS. 

\ Trampe ; " bnt I have referreil to this branch of the qnestioii, 
I not only with a view of awakening an 'interest in it, but to 
show that it really has held, and atill holds, a veiy close re- 
lation to the ti-ainp problem. This snre, bnt nnexplai liable 
pleasure in tramping has in many notable instances inann- 
fBctnred gpniiine tramps. 

If you walk, what a new world has opened I Whether in 
tile city or iu the country, life is seen from new windows. 
In the city, what human studies you can find everywheio. 
All that genius has inspired and accoinplislied you may 
overlook and contempliite. The fitie fi-iction from contact 
with the thousands you meet upon the streets stirs your 
blood and raises your spirits. What loiterings at shop- 
windows, aTid what a studyinjr of all that wealth has piled 
up within them. What glimpses of every-day life at back- 
doors, through basement windows, over area railings, and 
np quiet courts. Ilow you find op|X)rtunities to study the 
rich, sympathize witli the poor, notice the insolent, admira 
tlie pitlite, det'piec the Shylocks, and revere the tender and 
charitable. How, in thus wandering about, you become ac- 
quainted with localities, get interested In little out-of-the- 
way places, and how you begin to feel a sort of ownership 
ill what other people would not give a moment's thought; 

I and how, best of all, you come to have a wider, better view 
fif life and the living of it, and n more tender, manful and 
considerate view of your race and kind. 
But if to the better class of tramps the city is full of 
what others never heed or see, how much more of bright- 
nose and exhilaration there is to the walker who has leanied 
the pleasure of a genuine country tnimp across a state, for 
instance. To this kind of a tramp what a perfect panora- 
ma of beauty is oi>ened. What miles of suuwth nmd, 
cn'ep, half-trod ^™s3-path3,are covered. What dallyings by 
tnosB-gixtwn bridges wUevc tJie sunlit waters nygXe ■bXov*^. 
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Plrith Boft nmrmnre below. What meetings there are withj 
iMnrdj old farmers on hav-racks, in ramshauliiG biigglea, onl 
I iiorsebui:!;, or afoot. What passages there ai'e with vocifer^ I 
I nils, though ntterly Iiarinless d-igs. What loiteriiigs at turn- ■ 
I ble-down bars where tho mnsiu of the sicklea (^oine floating I 
I lip from the fields. Wlmt drinking of deep, pure draiighta J 
I from sparkling springs and fi-om old moss-coverod buckets I 
I tliat rumble and i-latter as thej rise towards the creaking I 
I windlass. What sly flirtations with blooming country .1 
Lbfifies. argiimeiita with cautions housewives, explanations toJ 
I vigilant constables, and chattings with Rip Van Winkles ftt | 
I roadside iuus. What quaint villages are reached, groaning I 
f ferries are crossed, and what changing pictures of pretty 
\ farm-houses, waving fields, cattle-covered incadotra, and 
Pwoixied hills. WlmtBunrises; whatsunsets; whateplendid 
Iftkics; what storms; and then, what rare sunshine again. 
IWhiit glimpses of rivers threading their winding ways like 
■ fleams of silver ; what views of mountain, gorge, and glen ; 
T Mid what a grand uplifting of the wliole nature from cou- 
[ tact with everything that la intci-esting in nature. 

Is it strange, then, that t)ie walker, under certain condi- 
I tions, merges into tlie tramp} or that after he has become a 
l^nuine tramp this fascination of the life on the raad should 
■.confirm him iu his love of utter freedom tvom all care 
f,ix»traint) Who shall wonder that he begins to prefer Ina 
II company to that of his fellows, when he has found bo 
bright an out-door life, where he may have evciything his 
own way, except possibly the clianging of the seasons from 
four to one, which would be of uninterrupted summer and 

IBtinshine I 
This, however, must be considered as only a picture cXi 
the ideal tramp. From this happy-go-lucky fellow 5«i» 
will ocatsioimUv get a scientist, a naturaWst, w fcUxwaXx'Ui.t- 
p-geuiae. Bat yon ufteimt get ft vagaboui. ^^VY^xViewr 
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nesa, discoutent, rcBtleasness, all creep in and take posseo- 
Bion of him. Like the genuine Gipsy, on the instant that 
the frost leaves the ground and the fii'at arbiitn a -blossom 
nods from the side of the hedge, he es^apoa whatever win- 
ter quarters he may have possessed, and with stafE, parcel, 
and perhaps a dog, sets forth in quest of adventure. 

It k easy to see liow sucli a pereon shortly becomes a 
vagabond. From this stage it is but a step to a bullying 
mendicant ; and from that condition to one of becoming a 
criminal in a small way is all easy and natural. Many men 
who have become interested iu this mode of passing from 
one point to another on foot, get so accustomed to and 
delighted with the practice, that tlie familiarity with people 
and things thus acquired, demonstrates to them the case 
with whicli one may subsist while tramping; and whenever 
any business advei-aity overtalies them, they natnrnlly turn 
\ to the road and discover in its pleasures, its fi-ecdom from 
care of any grave character, and the utter absence of 
responsibility, that they have found an easy solution to all 
their difficulties. Confirmed tramping is tlio usual result. 

Still, I am certain that in all tramps there must be tliia 
underlying principle of genuine love for the out-door world, 
whether it be natural or acquired. There must be some 
other motive than a mere instinct to provide against hun- 
ger, although the motive may be very dim and indistinct in 
the tramp's own mind. To one who is forced to walk 

» twenty miles a day oftcner than a less number, there cannot 
but be »ime impulse considerably higher, or at least diSer^ 
ent, from that of filling one's belly during the day and sluep- 
iug in a hay-rick or a hedge at night. 
I once met in Mississippi one of this careless, hiippy- 
bearted order. He was old, giizzly, bronzed, weather-beaten, 
bnt cheery and happy as a lad of twelve just out of school 
■foj- a !ai-k, aud with his ragged clotli'mg, vjovu 6\.\i^ avA 
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ftfleatly-uiade but dirty bnadle, seemed to feel ri«Iier and 
f'innre satietied than some men wurtti titeir millions. 

I asked Ijim if he really likud tUia sort of waiideriug. 

"Like it?" he replied, in amazeiaeiit. "I coulJirt 
I Ho oilier way 1 " 

" But what good is it to you ? " I insisted. 

" Why, I ain't rich, and can't see the world any otliee 
ray." 

" How can seeing the world be of any benefit to you if 
Jou tramp it this way all your days I " I inqnired. 

This eoomed rather of a puzzler to the old fellow; bnt, 

r after a moment's hesitation, he brightened up, and ao- 

Bwered : 

" Why, I don't know that, exactly ; but I do know that 

in twenty years' trampin' I've got more here (tapping his 

tirowzy head with his stick) than a dozen of yer big city 

I men, and it would be more worth, too, if I could use it I " 

It seems to me that in this answer lies a good deal of the 
f kernel of the matter. 

Here was a mind that could not be chained down to o 
Ikiiid of plodding. Its possessor wanted to see the world, 
I Bnd had not tliB moans to gratify that desii'O as otlierft 
I itsnally do. At his old ago thei'e was so much yet to be 
I Been, and eo very, very many miles yet to be done, that 
F tliere was no hope that he would ever be anything else tliaa 
I vhnt he was. 

I do not agree with Professor Wayland and othera ae to 
Vthc universal villainy and ferocity of the tram|>, though I 
I have no measures to advocate, nor haMly any suggestions 
I to make. Although tramping fi-om place to place waft J 
[ lieueeeary a century ago immeasurably greater than now, J 
I the " tramp," as an institution to attract public notice, and I 
kpoesiblj »eed piibHa /egisJation, ia coniiparati.Nt^'j wft"*. ■ 
^Fesball have togtit better attquaiiited wit\\ \i\m^'«\vsQ.'«* 
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will know how to treat liim, and perbai>a, if necessary, 
manage him. From personal observation, whiuh I think 
in these matters is n safer guide than geneiul assertion, I 
am well assured tliat among this army of tramps there is a 
large number of persons of fine miud and attainments. 
This will be treated of more fully in a succeeding chapter. 
I mention it in this conucction to impress a pretieding state- 
ment that the tramp often began with the best of impulse 
and sentiment. He may end with none but a vagabond's 
impulse and no sentiment at all. But, as a class, I feel 
that they have been somewhat niiBunderstood and always 
Bcorned and vilified. 

While wishing it thoroughly known that I deplore and 
condemn the vicious features of the fraternity, I am quite 
as willing to have it known tliat I have a kind word to say 
for thousands of thom who have become homeless wretches 
and wandering outcasts. 



CHAPTER in. 



TBAMPS OF THE OLDEN TIME. 



Like the Gipsies — who, however, have the standing that 
I'distinct race may give — the tramp, if he be an intelligent 
' person, will tell you that there is abundant precedent for - 
I llie wandering habits and lazy mode of gaining a livelihood, 
which, at best, is a poor one. 
I have heard tliem quote from the best literature, and 
kflBi>ecially from the Bible, making out, I must say, a very 
ffood ease for themselves, and certainly one, although highly 
oolored, which desej'vcs eonsideratiou. TUvoti^ \)Ei\a i»*& ' 
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I have been led to give tlie subject considerable thought 
and some stiidv, and I cannot bnt pi-oteet aganist tliis Bavage 
otitcry that is raised tlirongli the press against the tramp. 

The BIIjIo is full of illiietrioiis instances of tramping, on J 
both a large and small scale. I 

Abram was commanded to go out from his father's hoiian 
and his kindred, to a land which should be ebonm him, and 
at the age of seventy-five years took his wife and brother's 
Bi'ii, Lot, and set forth on a regular tramp frt^m Haran. He 
took his " snbstance" with hiin, of course, just as the tramp 1 
does, and wandered around the conntry in qnite the sam^ 



I say it with no levity or sense of irreverence, but Jesi 
Christ was himself a tramp. He was certainly one 
estimation of tJie Jews. His father was a ti-atnp carpenter.. 
Bnt he was more utterly a ti'amp than them all. No othi 
ancient or modern tramp could compare with him in desti 
tntioii or homeleasness. " A certain scribe came and said 
unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest. His reply was, " The foxes have bolee, and the birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay bis head," 

Further than this, he was very concise and distinct in hil 

direction to his disciples. He insisted that they must pro 

vide neither gold, silver, nor brass for their purees. Tbey 

- were not allowed to have scrip for their journeys. They 

must not have two coats. They could not wear shoea, nta 

f could they use staves. 

If here was not a collection of genuine tramps, though 
I tlu-ir work was to be of a peculiar nature, it cannot t 
1. found in history. 

At tlie beginning of the fifteenth century, when the Gij 

&rBt made tbeir s/^peai-aiice in Enrope, 'livew ■wwviatvw 

1 eeemino-iy happy mode of Ule indvicei maxvi ot '<!w* 
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romantic to copy their inaiinei-s and bcuonie theniaelves 
wanderers or tramps. They euiild not become Gipsies, (int 
they could dci like thein ; and suddenly tlie highways and 
hamlets were filled with them. 

Even long before this, between the twelfth and fnur- 
teonth centuries, the Minnesingers were as well known and 
i-ecogm'zed as the church or the king. From town to t^iwn, 
from castle to castle, they strolled, singing their songs, and, 
like our modern tramps, taking their chances for Eecuring 
their meals, clothing, and beds. 

It was not uncommon in those days for many of tlie 
nobility to turn Gypsy, Minnesinger, or tramp. Sorae 
slight in love, some fear fi-um intrigue, sojne Becrat state 
purpose, SLime genuine desire to study character, or some 
natural liking for a roving life wliero the severities and 
conventionalities of the court might be flung aside for a 
period uf absolute freedom, has often turned men and 
women out of tlie castle upon the road, and made them for 
a time, if not i>ermanently, members of these hands of stroll- 
ing vagi-ants. When the puipose was served, tliey reap- 
peared ; but many instances are recorded where the va- 
grant habita were so strongly fixed upon them tliat they 
clung to their grotesi^iie companions of the highways and 
byways. 

The antiquity of ti-ampe and tramping cannot be ques- 
tioned ; uor should it be forgotten that, aside. from the 
necessities which have given them a certain degree of 
respectability in the eyes of all wuisiderate people, we 
owe to the varied ctrcnmstances which have mitde countless 
persons strullei's, or tramps, and then to the strolling and 
tramping tlienisel ves, much more than vi generally con- 
ceded. 

It Ehoa)d he remembered that many of onr greatest men 
Jiavs ej'ther at some time beeu unqualified tramps, ot \ia.fa 
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done considerable of wliat might be called real vagabond, 
tram pi II t;- •■ 

Sir William Herecbel, bora in 173S, was educated as 8 
band muBician, but turned ti'amp iu ]7*i7, and for a periudi 
of years piiehed bis way — aluiie, penniless and friendloss — 
over every bigliway and tbi-oiigh everj uity and village iit 
Kngland and Scotland. Had tie remained in tbe Hanover 
l-'iNjt-Guards, what a losB would astronomical science have 
sustained 1 

John Biinyan, author of "Pilgrim's Progress," whtjse 
genius and piety stood ont so brigbtly during tbo lost half 
of tlie seventeenth century, and of wbi)m the celebrated 
Jtilm Owen said to Charles 11. : " I would really part with 
ail my learning, could I but preacli like the (iypsy tinker ! ", 
• — was for years nothing more or less tlian a tramp tinker.-. 
He was a Gyjtsy by birtli, ur at least was of Gy^isy stock, and,, 
like all those people, was deft at handiwork. His tnide> 
was that of a brazier, or worker in bi-ass, und like other 
tram];6 of that order, he wandered from hamlet to hamlet,. 
'Wearing ragged clothing, carrying a hairy wallet upon liisi 
Bhoulder, working where he could, and tramping when ha 
could not gut it, sleeping at cheap inns when he could 
sfFui'd it, but taking to the liedge, like a duck to water, 
wlien tliat was iiu[KissibIe. Many religions bodies tliat 
admire and revere Bunyan^s genius and memory must, affect 
to ignore tlus part of bis history, but in my mind it sliunld 
make thoin both slaiid out brighter and tenderer. Tlie 
very experience ho got as a genuine " pilgrim " and tramp, 
tiiifi getting very close to the commonest and littlest tilings 
of life as a wanderer and aiiioug wauderei-a, wonderfully, 
■eeisted in making him what he was. 

Who lius read the almost pathetic story of how Oliver 
©uldanjitb talker} with his wins<.>inc tougivo, a\\t\ \Jiai"5'iA^ I 
tr/£b /j/s irm-el-Bcarriid old flute, Ilia obje^ilVefea, avu\\>** -stt-T 
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over Europe, aud knows wlmt Btreugtli and resource it all 
enliseqnently furnished him in his giving to the world some 
of the ehoit!Cst gems of literatiire^that cannot have sympa- 
thy or sentiment for the tramp "i 

Johnson was everything but an impecnnious tramp; Sir 
Walter Scott loved nothing hotter than a tramp in ita 
roughest and most vagahondisU sense; Franklin was a 
geruiinc tranip ; and who has not laughed and cried over 
the wondrous pictures of lowly life that have been left to 
the world for all time through the tratnpings which were 
done by Charles Dickenii i 

An entertaining book conld be written comprising only 
incidents of where tramps have become great men, or great 
men have become tramps; and if the reader will give the 
matter a moment's thought, tliis will not seem surprising. 
Men who have the advantage of wealth, of great learning, 
of position, and of friends, quite often are utterly wanting 
in self-reliance and experience. But, t^ke a man who has 
had to use his wits to till his stomach, who has passed from 
one county or one country to another in that painfully slow 
way that the tramp is compelled to — who has had to 
brighten and quicken every faculty in liis ofForta to evade 
police, to keep clothed, to make roadside friends, to get 
work — for all tramps are not shiftless vagabonds — and 
often to sustain life, aud he has obtained a self-reliance, a 
wonderful knowledge of the world, and a rare observation 
of men and things that gives liim a peculiar advantage 
whenever he is in a position to use it. 

It is a common saying that self-made men are the surest 
and most stable ; among tii is class there are countless per- 
sons who have been made all that they are or have been, by 
this peculiar educational process. 

Again, among what are called the higher classes, there 
Jiavo boea nainberlcss instances wlicvc racn, aui c-icw 



TRAMPS OF THE OLDEy TI.VS. 



I 



I^men, have tired of their elegant surroundings, and with 
a desire to know the world aa it is and see life from the 
niidttr side, have suddenly broken away from their fiiends 
hnd for years led the life of the fltrolling tramp. Some- 
pinies the habit beuomea too sti-ong to bo Bhaken off, bnt 
ofloiier these persona as suddenly return to their frieiidB, 
and bring with ihera experience and obsorvatiou whiiih 
make tliein famous. 

II do not wish to be understood as enconraging tramping, 
bor the many evils which cannot but arise fi-om the samo, 
bnt to merely show that it has not been vahielesa to the 
tvorid, and that conseiuently the ont«asta and vagrants of 
|his oi-der, which wo so commonly look npon with contempt 
tningled with a certain dread, are as a class entitled to 
biore consideration than they roceivo. The matter lias its 
[lathetic side as well as its nsefnl side and ruffianly aide; 
and to hnnianitariaus and that large class of people who are 
really ready to assist in bettering the condition of their fel- 
lows, if they can only be shown how and where to work, I 
(.■an imagine nothing more pitiful being presented than the 
f following scene that is reported as repeatedly occiirrinji; 
^long the line of the Boston and Albany Railroad. 

It is night, and in a deep gorge near the railroad, where 

rtbe trains are constantly passing and repassing, a collection 

' of some twenty or thirty of these outcasts, who have been 

I driven from a neighboring village, are gathered. At the 

|>'1>ottom of the gorge, whei-e a stream of water leap down 

'^rom the bills through the stone archway sustaining the 

icks, are sleeping or dozing, about a (ire which has been 

kindled for warmth and to cook what little the wanderers 

piay have stolen or begged for their snppor, a large number 

■of the poor fellows, exhansted from their day's march ; for^ 

jike " Jve " h Diekena's "iJ/eak Iloiise," \t \ft \.W\v ^*i&\A\vj 

o be kept "-noving on " and on. la diRercivt \Aavic5.M« 
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Buen old and joung men who have retired from the ooin- 
paDiomhi)> o£ their fcllo\ra, to brood over tlieir misfortunes, 
regret lost opjKirtnniliea in the past, or poseibly resolve 
iilMHi better things for the future. Up above all these, oti a 
httie emineuoe among the trees and before another firo 
whic:li has been kindled fur their spedal benefit, is a group 
of four, with toes, knees and elbows out, who take tlieir 
tronbles more lightly, and who arc passing the hours iit an 
animated game of cards. 

Tliey are all ragged, dirty, wretched. They are all out- 
t-aatB, wanderers, vagal>onds. They are all utterly homeless, 
and in tbe wide world have no spot that tbey may go to and 
claim an inlerest in, nor is there any hand to be raised, save 
against them. They are tramps, worthless tramps, things 
to be dreaded, shniuiod, driven and despised ; and yet, 
among the gathering 1 have just pictured, it was fonnd by 
a onrioue official of tiie railroad named that tliere was nut 
one who had not seen bettor days. In many instances the 
deptlis to which they liad sinik had beetl the roanlt of their 
own faults, which wei-e frankly admitted ; in many other 
eases, misfortune, and not fault, was at the bottom of the 
degradation; and I have no sympathy or res|)ect for that 
large class of people who cannot realize the suffering which 
has brought tliousands of men — and womeu, for that matter 
— lo lllis pitiable condition, ^ 

In Eui-oi>ean countries a certain class of tramping, for 
hundreds of years previous to the introdncCion of the rail- 
way system, was not only allowed, but was coTisidcred highly 
respectable among the laboring classes. After a mechanic 
of ntiy sort had com[ilcted hi.'^ term of uppronticcship, cus- 
tom made it impernlive that he turn journeyman, which ie 
only another word for tramp, and pass fiom (rt\o ^&t\ (i^\.W 
coantrr to another, and often into otlier ttO\\HU\c6, \o "■«- 
pmte Mid perfect bis trade by coining in conUfct -wvlVv, ytVdx 
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jonnieymen. observing how work was done in othei- s!iop«t 
and generally bettering hia sbiU and practice. This ciiBtwilr 
is still common in out-of-the-way sections in Enroi>e. 

I Lave heard old German, Swiss and Frenc^h peojile relate 
many interesting incidents arising from these cnstoms. 
The tramp tailor, the tramp cobbler, or tbe tramp tinker, 
were once, and are now in some localities, great institutions. 
Tlieir annual or semi-annual visit to the little village, or the 
country-side collection of half a dozen peasants' houses, waa 
an event exceeding in importance and interest all other 
occurrences of the year. They weio tbe greatest gossipers 
alive. They were all characters. They were full of anec- 
dote and wit, or what passed among the peasantry for wit^ 
and could tell a story, sing a song, whistle a melody, or' 
drink till the last man fell under the table, as no othen 
could do. Wandering from place to place, they had all the 
news, all the scandal, all the merry-making, at their tougue'a 
end, and were quite as much in requisition for their good- 
fellowship and what they conld communicate, as for what 
they conld do with their needles, their awls and hammers, 
or their soldering-irons and grinder's-w heels. In fact, they 
were the newspapers of the day — the wandering encyclo- 
pedias that were open to all their customere, wliich included 
nearly everybody on their circuits, and that brought a 
homely joy and pleasure, as well as a certain grade of 

I labor, which could not be dispensed with under any circuni- 
1 Btances. 
I Nor were these all. The dressmaker, milliner, and even 
f midwife, furnished the other half of the picture and made 
I it complete. While these wotneu were not exactly tramps, 
' yet their services were rendered In precisely the same man- 
ner, by walking from village to village and house to honse 
and their place of honor in public esteem was quite oJ 
tame cbaractor as the journeyman Itam^ ^aet 4es*it\\ 
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wTio wei-e very often their boon companions, and occasion- 
ally their Iovcps or liiisbands. 

Ill my own time I have been brought in close contact 1 

with these journeymen tramps in England and Scotland, 

and frutn personal obserratiun I am satisfied that no tramp 1 

of the present day is more of afoot-sore wanderer than,i 

»me of them were at that time. Go to any part of Great \ 

Britain and you wonid find him ploddiiijj along the foot- i 

«th9, or upon the open liighway, worn, dnat-covered, t 

timca very ragj^ed, but always with his kit of tools shmg ia | 

I bag over his back, and supported by tlie ever-present staff ; 

irhilc, if the roads were smooth or the weather not too se- 

sre, his hob-nailed shoes wonld also be slnng upon his stick, 

> save them for a still more needy time. Entering the 

""Tillage, if a eouTeiiieut brook could not bo found, his first ^ 

trip would be to the town-pump, or to tlie pump at some I 

friendly thongh cheap and ancient inn, where his toilet I 

'would be mode in the most approved order tJiat combing j 

bis hair with his fijigers and wiping his face with his elbows ] 

wonld permit. After this his feet would receive attention ; 

and then, after His inner man had been satisHcd with a inuy ] 

of beer and a slice of cheese and bread at a near tap-room, 1 

he wonld jji-oceed to the different shops where his kind of ' 

labor might be in demand, where, if he got work, he would 

remain until it was exhausted, and then take up his staff and 

bundle for anotlier tilt at fortune and another weary tramp 

F nntil work was again secured. When I have known these 

■men BO well, and been so certain that they were doing the i 

Fbest iu their power to get along in the world and rise above 1 

tlic poverty of their surrouudiuga, their abuse by those wlio j 

know nothing whatsoever .of sufferiug and privation brings ' 

a sense of resentmeDt to my miud which I cauout but. l\v\:& \ 

k iHiblic]/ Bx/ireea. 
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^^^^^ CHAPTER I 

KBNDICANT TBA.MP8 — IN8T4NOKB WflltRE PEOMINENT FEKS0S6 
HAVE BECUHU: OONKIBUIU) TttAMPS. 

TiTK tramp has always esist.cd in Bomo form or other, and I 

he will coutiiiiic on his wanderings until the end of time ; I 

but there is no question that he has come into public notice, | 

particularly in America, to a greater extent durlnt:; t!ie 
present decade than ever before. While ho is commonly 
the outgrowth of conditions of society which will never 
materially vary, the severe and unprecedented hard times 
that have lately been experienced, and which still seem to 
giMle the entire globe, have manufactured triimps with an ^ 

alarming rapidity. Where tliey previously existed as single 
wandering vagabonds, they now have increased until they 
travel in hei'ds, and, thi-ough the dire necessity of their 
pitiable condition, justly create some anxiety and alarm. 

h\ the olden time, the trump, or vagabond, was a fellow 
to be less feared than now, whether because he was loss 
ferocious naturally, or because be was more of a mendicant I 

than the highway pirate of the present time. 

It is stated that the period between 1500 and 1700 was ' 

the golden age of tramp mendicants. They were then das- | 

sitied aa Slaulilers, Lovxeiiem, Klenkers, and Dabusora. They 
were born and bred beggai-s, and with each generation be- 
came more and more expert in all the petty tricks of the men- 
dicant. They were not the devil-may-care fellows of more 
miKlern times, who often tramped for the mere love uf the , 

thing, mid who, ia uiany iuBtauuos, liad Bome M\>\v\i\, S^i^juvA 
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were tramping which waa worthy, liko a stndy of a people 

■or a couiili-j- hy some happj-heiii'ted literary Bohemian. 

KThey were the veriest beggars ever known, and were pei- 

nitted to roam alwnt through the goiid nature of the au- 

Jtlioritiea and the siifFeraiico of the people, who treated them 

rilh great kindneaa, as they alwajs begged in tlie name of 

the saints and professed the greatest piety. In vulgar par- 

n tliese days, that aesnmed merit in trauip-beg^;ars 

p vonid be regarded as extremely "thin." 

The Sfauhldrg were bread-gathorei-s, who wandered abont 

in fauiilies, carrj"ing huge sacks and bags. Tliey ostensibly 

pleaded for bread, but Wiflild, of course, take anything 

Kjtbey could get, and many a dislmneBt picking waa hid in 

t eajiacious |K5uc!ies which they packed about It n 

related that many of them amassed great wealth from tlie 

wd disposition made of the proceeds of this begginjf 

md pilfering. 

The Lossenere mado the pretense ()f being released 

J.prisonere wlio liad served their country h>yalty, were cap- 

^tured at the front in battle, and had suffered untold luis- 

i for their conntry's sake. They had most tlirilling 

tales to tell in exchange for alms. In all conntries, — and 

particularly during this iienod in continental Europe, — the 

, claims of the ex-soldier who has suffered cannot and could 

^ot pass unheeded. Even with our nearness to the sacriUces 

of a protracted war, the stories of battle, capture, escape, 

Icr terrible suffering, always intei'est the listener whether 

■<tliey be true or false, and seldom fail, if recited by a 

tilled beggar, to compel the desired response. As a rule, 

iiese Lonaenera had some scar to show, or relic of Iho 

(attle, camp, or prison-cell to pi-oduce, which, with their 

inarvelons flow of latignage, descriptive powers grown 

and g)-»jj)iic by constant use, and Mnet^^xaXei Vwq'sV 

oftJie iucidcnts o£ the ware tlicv «Va\\nfci \*3 >MW« 
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participated in, completed sii nnanswemblc argnineiit for' 
charity. 

The Klenkera were cripples or pretended cripples, and, 
as is qiiite cnmmon in our day, were a class who mado a 
stock in trade ont of their infirmities. These persons were 
most shrewd and cunning in their devices. Being ready 
for an attaclt upon the charitable, they wonld range tliein- 
selves along the sides of church-diwr approaches, crowd iu 
at fairs, and crawl in and about all public places, where 
they would exhibit these infirmities or " made-np " deform- 
ities. They were ofien found in the counti-y and at little 
villages, and they would di'ag themselves about with such 
persistency, and often with such rapidity, that their shams 
would be discovered. 

The DohiwtOTe were the rascally tmmp-mendicatits who 
be^^d for alms — and they always wanted money — to 
assist in the repair of some ruined chapel, extend the walla 
of some needy monastery, or build a new church, I wish 
to cast no leBection on the genuine solicitor of funds for 
this purjMiee, and on those marked charities of the Cutholio 
and otiier churches; but many of this class of tmrap-brg- 
gara were the veriest knaves extant. TInough religious 
BHperstition the people were bled unmercifully by these 
BooiindrelB, a majority of wliom were not accredited at all, 
aw the insido of a churcli, and bad no wish to. 
Tliey exhibited "sacred relics " which they manufactured 
or pilfered, and insisted on alms in the name of every saint 
in the calendar. 

All these classes of tramping mendicants wero such 
adepts in their particular lines tliat they scarcely ever failed 
to Keen re contributions; and their snccess caused a rapid 
I of vagabonds from among other classes, who saw 
how much easier it was t<j secure a liveliliooii in tli 

tbi-oiigb honest labor, which cauaed X\\eu\ \.'j ve,aji;Oi.'j 
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Into the Bainc Labits of wandering and trickery. Sa 
great an evil did this finally become, tliiit tlie severest of 
Ibws were passed as^aiiist them, as also the Gypsies whoflonr- 
^hed in continental Europe during the same perioJ, and 

;y were eventually driven out, or at least into i-etirement. 

ley then took up their tiainp towards Great Britain, and 
both thcBe vagabonds and the Gypsies arrived there about 
tlie saiiie time. After a period of sncccsa iu England and 
Scotland, in which their character was of course changed aa 
the different character of the people and different castoms 
of the country made it necesaai-y, the sevei-est laws wei-o 
enacted for their regulation and extermination. 

It may be Iruly &aid that from the effects of this great 
body of vagabonds can be traced the origin of confirmed 
English and Scotch tramps. This class are (jnite distinct 
from tlie journeymen tramps before referred to ; but there - 
is still a close relationship existing among all classes who 
make tramping a profession, whether they are, or have been 
from youth, accnstomed to tramp for work, or whether from 
infancy they have been educated as mendicant tramps. 
The effect of tramping upon any person is to make him 

miy alive to the fine generalship of living without work, 
id existing when work cannot be secured. Tfe cannot but 
ime a sort of guerilla on the outskii-ts of civiUzatiun, 

While all classes of tramps in Europe liave always been 
insidered harmless, though they have often become pests, 
there has been a good reason for the fact. The countries of 
Europe are more densely settled than ours. Oovemincut 
restrictions are greater, police surveillance is keener, the 
constabulary are more vigilant. The tramp there, who, fnini 
choice or necessity, has determined to become a criminal, 
knows tliat his risks are very dangerous. It is too little a 
4wtance bettreeu towns. Ho h too uloaeVj Nf&^t^%&, '^\v<& 
W/BjiJe hava <xmo to knowhima& a tramp by \i\ft Wvito wsJ 
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manners, and the first attempt to be anvthinw woree than s 
tramp brings disaster. 

With 119 it is diEfcrent. Tlie «>ndilioiis whicli have always 
existed in our conntr;, and whidi BtiU exist, have made it im 
pemti™ on the part of a large jxirtiou of our population to 
tramp it. Men leaving Eaatcvn cities for "Western toivns, dfr 
siring to economize, have pushed their way along afoot, and 
after having been out a Jialf-dozen days on their journey, 
conid scarcely be distinguished from a genuine tramp ; far- 
mers of wealth, with a view to changing tlieir residence, have 
walked hundreds of miles to see the country and make per- 
sonal inquiries and investigations; peddlers with packs, can- 
vassers for books, newspapers, jjeriodicals, and insurance, 
often take it afoot through those sections of country not 
reached by rail ; and for a hundred otlier good reasons, a 
hundred other classes of men, and even women, have been, 
and still are, compelled to pass from one section of the coun- 
try to another, or between towns and villages ; and this ncc- 
esearily rough out-door life often produces the tramp man- 
aers and api>earance, so that it would be almost impossible 
to select the tramp from among those upon the road. 

This is all favorable to the tramp; and with all these 
poBsibilities on his side, if he is evil-disposed and like the 
notorious tramp -desperado, liande, he has every advantage. 

These conditions, which every observant person cannot 
but have noticed, have caused tramps to become more dar- 
ing than in European countries, and thus they have been 
led into cscesscs which have brought dishonor upon the 
entire fraternity, which, as a class, if not eminently respect- 
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^L able, is, as a rule, good-natured and harmless. J 

^B While it is undoubtedly true, as Elihu Burritt claims, I 
^H that the " tramp niusance," as the public have come to term « 
^H Jt, is of BO recent origin witli us, and is a direct importation ■ 
^Kfiv/Q Europe, I cannot agree with hvm when Ve %la.\fc% \i.\A 9 
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<mr hard times have had no appreciable effect in increasing 
tramps; for 1 am certain, from pei-sorial observation and 
inquiry, that they have had nearly all to do in cansinf^ the 
eoantry to be Bo filled with tramps as it is at the present 
The brotherhood of liie road in some form has 
Jways existed, and yeai-s ago had appeai-ed in America. 
It the great mass of our people were ignorant of the 
tmp or the tramp's character. The hard times which we 
ive experienced ha^re been univoreal. They have not 
ily so depressed our own industries that thousands o£ 
lanicB, clerks, and laboring men have been thrown out 
<<tf employment here, bnt the same has been trne of all 
Enropean coantriea. America is the objective point for all 
classes who have been driven to the wall by poverty iu 
every other part of the world, and tliousands upon thou- 
sands liave come to us without means of subsistence and 
without any possibility of securing a livelihood. What 
other recourse have these people had save to turn tramp, 
and beg and pilfer to snstain life ? It is a pitiable condi- 
■iion of things, but there is no doubt that the majority of 
now upon the road are there from necessity, and not 
choice. If thousands are liere fi-om abi-oad who have 
in corapelied to tnrn tramp, how many of our own people 
,ve been forced into the same kind of life as the only way 

live outside of the poor-house! 
Our late war created thousands of ti-amps. This fact 
ima to be generally overlooked. Hiindi-eds upon hnn- 
tds became demoralized by the lazy habits of camjvlife, 
id were suddenly turned loose upon society without any 
regular employment, or desire for any. After what money 
they had been paid when mustered ont was expended, they 
begged and borrowed from their friends until this stiurce 
<A mpp]^ was exhausted, when they became viawi-invi^ 
-" bonds, with no better ideas of life thsn vVoae cveiiCyA 
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ftiid fostered by anny life, which were tu play the souial 
guerilla and forage wherever they could do so. 

The iiudeiia, of coupae, was formed by tlic pi-c'fessioiial 
tramps from Europe ; but, ever since the war, circumstaiiuea 
and eunditions have been continually arising to transform 
respectable people into tranipe. To bring ihis more fomi- 
b!y to the mind of the I'eader, I would suggest that this 
book be closed for a moment, and tlmt the reader then tax 
his own recotlectiini for instances where men or womou 
within his acquaintance, at one time enjoying a good poai- 
tioii or good social standing, have, by some fault of their 
owu, perliapB, but still oftener through ill-fortiiue, been 
bereft of their means of support, and, as a consequent, 
their friends, and in dno time became wanderers and 
vagrants of the road. They may have lingered in the city 
for a time, but by and by every old friend's face is averted, 
every acquaintance's back is turned, and with a bitter heart 
and a discouraging, hopeless prospect beyond, they plnngo 
into the countr)' because they are compelled to, and, in nine 
oases out of every ten, are from that moment tramps. I 
venture to say that nearly every one who will thus reflect 
npon the subject can recall several instances of this kind, 
and on further reflection it will be remembered that they 
have cliiefly occurred since the war. 

It is also quite as true that the growth of tramps haa 
been by no means conlined to men and women of the 
working classes, although they have snffered greatest. I 
am pereonally cognizant of scores of cAses where men oc- 
cupying the highest of positions have in some way fallen, 
and in time joined this bix>thorhood of sti-ollera. A few of 
these are worthy to be noticed as illustrative of their par- 
allels in lumdreds of other instances that have not fallen 

under my observation. 

• One of these was of a geiitlemaa who began Wie aV *Ot«r 
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bottom roiitida of the ladder, aud who, from a boy, 
8tru|;gled against a1I obstacles until he had attained a liiio 
repiitatiun us a railroad man of splendid ability and dia- 
cermnoiit. Risinj^ from one position of trnst to anotboi^, 
finally licuanic the geiici-al manager of one of the nuiafe^ 
important railways leading to the West, aud fur years held 
tliis position, an acknowledged peer of our best i-ailway" 
iiianagGi'S. After a time ho bc<;an indulging in too free % 
use of liqnor, and, when it was seen that the habit wafl- 
growiiig upon hini, he was reduced to a position of leaa 
responsibility, but was still considered the ninst valuablai 
man n[>0M (he road. This had the cSwt of causing him to 
drink Imrdcr, until he eventnally became so confirmed in tlie 
habit that he was reduceil to a position of still lower grade. 
This went on for some lime longer, until fiiially the uoia- 
pany woi'e obliged to dispense with his serviees aItogetlier«.] 
That man to-day is a confirmed tramp, lie is not mcroli 
a drunkard ; he ia a wanderer over the faee of the carll 
and as brilliant as a pn>fessional tramp as he was abli 
talented as a rail way manitger. 

Another instance is of one of the most eminent crit 
lawyers in the comitry. i'o^ibly ho was not known lik< 
O'Conor or lugersoll, but he gave pmmise of as much 
men bs tlio ftirmer and as brilliant oratorical imwera as thi 
latter. lie was of a fine family, and members of It are still, 
noted as fiuanviei-s and proftjasional men. His own can 
the practice of the law was one series of splendid suueessea. 
JJut, in bpite of position, friends, prestigc^in fact, all that 
could make a man wish to live and triumph in his pi-o* 
fession — ho suddenly, and without apparent cause, bi^oka ■ 
away fiijm everything bright that snrroutided him, and b^nfl 
came one of the lowest vagrants on eartli. There is no'^ 
tramp experience which he Iifls lint comyassed, uo VtV^evj 

caaujiig of the vHgaboiid older whidi \ie \iaa uijt \a^*i^ 
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advantage of, and no viciBsitudes of tlie outcast's life wliiuh 
he has not suEfored. For ycai-s lie lived a genuine trarnp'a ■ 
life, and aa lie had beou a talented lawyer, bo be beuame a 
talented tramp. 

Still another instance is fonnd in the case of a foTmer 
bnsiness manager of a well-known Chicago daily newspaper, 
■which IB still in existence, though under another name. 
This man had as much ability, and, for that matter, as mnch 
iiifiucnco, as the mauagei-s of ordinary met^jwlitaii dailies. 
He was a person of good education, unexceptional connec- 
tions, fine culture, and had, like all men in such positions, 
"hosts of friends." Some change in the proprietorship 
occurred which deprived liiin of his position. The next 
thing that was heard of him he was among that vast army 
of newspaper cormorants that was fastened upon the 
Northern Pacific Eailroad just before its bankruptcy. 
From this his fortunes steadily waned, nntil in '74 he had 
exhausted the giKid natnre of bis friends, had completed 
that long series of brilliant expedients which come so han- 
dily to the newspaper Bohemian, and had turned tramp. 

The last time 1 saw him be was shuffling along a country 
road, almost shoeless, ragged, dirty, and forlorn, wi-ajiping 
himself in hisskinnyarinsasif to thus derive some additional 
warmth — the picture of animated degradation, and yet with 
ft trace of cheeriuess and contentment about him, as though 
lie deri\'ed some sense of satisfaction from the reflection 
that he could get no lower. 

These, as I have said, are only hap-Iiazard instances 
among great numlrers within my personal knowledge, 
where men of position, splendid mind and large influence, 
liave, thix>ngh numberless causes, turned vagabonds. Cler- 
gj'men, physicians, scientiatB, literary men— men in all 
grndea of professUm, art, or trade, tiave gone the same way. 
Some hare turned tiamp from the very Ea8c\i\B.\-\oii ol yftgir 
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bondism; otliere, becaiiec tUcy liave been led into it uiicon- 
Bcioitsly on their own part ; otliors have been forced into it 
fnim the bitterest necessity ; othere, to esc'ape aome fanoied 
lininiliation ; and still others have taken up the ciid^l and 
bundle to see tlie world and study the lower strata of iiu- 
nianity. Not all who lieeome tramps remain so. Nor do 
all these tramps who rise above tlmt mode of existence re- 
main in- the higher walks of life. Tiie element seems to 
dart back and forth through countries, com in unities, and 
society, like some swift shuttle, in and out, through and 
through, A man may be eminent to-day, and to-morrow a 
tramp. If you meet a tramp in a certain part of the uouu- 
try, a month from that time it is possible that yon may di»-l 
cover him occupying some position of tniat, surrounded by J 
friends who look u(ion his vagaries of the tramp order i 
mere oddities not at all to his discredit. 

I have found it to be a striking peciiliarit}' among this J 
Btrunge class that a majority of their number, who liave'fi 
liecome confirmed in their vagabond habits, and who occ&>l 
flionally reapiiear for a short time wifliin society, are men* 
of extraordinarily fine minds. I mean by this, that they 
are persons of great natural gifts, close observern of people 
and things, keen to se;.-ure and retain valuable information, 
qnick to discern motives for human action, splendid conver- 
Bationalists, and, as a rule, ako persons of superior educa- 
tion. It is something to be regretted that such capabilities 
uould not be put to better nse, but it is often a mark ot J 
talent to be useless, and these devil-may-care fellows derives 
a certain enjoyment from their vory vagabondism. ^ 

It is also a noteworthy fact tiiat, while the great Iwdy o£ 
tramps always holds its own and never sufFera diminntlon 
to any extent, that the members of tixe £viii\,eti\\\.'j wft'awet 
Ar a/y given period the same persona. TVw-j wwt ifw^v^. 
*" appear and disappear; bat, ontie a. U&w^, ^X\a'i w 
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always the trainp in feelings and ayinpatliy. There is always 
this niideus of a brotlierh«x>d, and, as it takes but little 
time to Bectire standing among tliem, your presence is ever 
weleomed and yonr absonco never regretted; for. should 
you desert your tramji- fellows, tliere is always an amateur 
ready to lake your plaeCj who will shortly become quite as 
^ proficient as yoitiBelf, 



CHAPTER V. 

TttAMP-PBlMTEUa AND TEAMP ENCAMPMKSTB. 



While there are numberless distiuct classes of tramps in 
our eonntry, all deserving of notice, I imve not the space 
to treat of them separately; and, before passing from the 
subject, will only briefly refer to one class which in my opin- 
ion stands pre-eminent as representative of ti-ftUijra. These 
are the tramp-printers. Never was there another such a 
shrewd, good-natured, hai'mless, and yet reckless class of 
strollers on earth. It is also a fact with printers as a body 
of workmen, that there is scareely a man among their tens 
of thousands tliat has not at some time "tramped it." lu 
fact, a printer is ordinarily considered " no good" when he 
cannot definitely refer to this mark of gi'aduation and pro- 
ficiency, and there is not a newspaper or job oflice in the 
world that iias not its tramp- printer, and that does not count 
upon periodical visitations from that irrepressible individual. 
There have been bright exceptions where printers have se- 
cured a competency, as they are all able to, and social staiid- 
y»g; as any tn&u cast do; bat, aa arule,thoy are inclined to a 
^Jvijiient use of the "Rowing bowl," alm*)at mvavittVjV^ Ma 
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gsmblers, or rather aro a a<iiii-»!e of great profit t« iirnfeBsion J 
al gamblere, atid are, one and all, from a Btibtle and nncz-l 
plainablo spirit of adveuture of which tlie craft seem poft-T 
L eeesed, full of a dironic restleesness that pertnile of do 
I stability or roliability. Watch auj printiiig-ofKce in Ameri- 
ca for a mouth. It maj retain the sarno foreman for that 
leiigtli of time, but what a change has there been at the 
" cases " 1 Every day or two a new face appears, and one 
tliat has Ijeeome familiar disappeare, Tbey have gone to, 
[ "carry the banner." * No one has ever seen this myste-- 
[ rions emblem of the craft, bnt eveiy printer has patriotically 
borne it with a heroism worthy of a better cause. 

Printers are not all ti-amps, but, aa etated, there is scareely 
a printer who has not at some time been uj^on the road. . 
The fraternity are quite proud of their accomplishments ia 
" this direction. Half the chatting among the employees oi 
I an office is npon the adventures of certain of their number, 
[ or of Bouie partiuularly chronic old walker who has mado a 
national reputation for himself on account of some note- 
worthy achievement in the tramp line, or who ha 
terestiug personal characteristics. There are often among 
I thc&e confirmed tramp-printers, men of most brilliant miiida 
, luid winning nianueis ; but they long ago gave up the idea 
of it being necessary for thera to labor, and they would 
Boom to do a square day's work at the " case ;" but they are 
always tolerated, for tramping is a recognized pleasure and 
I necessity among printers. 

Tlie course taken by the regular tramp when he "' strikesl 

, town," as it is called, is to immediately hunt up thai 

. printing-offices — and he usually hag learned how the land T 

' lays from stimo fompatriot upon the road who has too i 



' ' Oarcjing tha banoer " is a alang phn 
the eaaign-bfiarer a living witiiwutW' 
VumIIj eqaal to ever/ i.'in urgency. 
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^K'lBccntly " worked" tlie same ofliees to i-etnru. Ciimbing 

^M to the aromatic quarters usually oeciipiGtl as the compoBiiii;- 

^p *oom, he anoaks about the door iiiitil he has " piped off " 

tlie foreman, and has mentally takcTi his raeasnro, when he 

boldly approaches that petty tyrant with some assin-aiice 

and the questifni : 

»" How's business, boss t " 
The foreman may want a man, and may give the tramp 
work at once. As a nile, however, there is not muuh to he 
done, and the tramp has no deep desire for it, if there is. 
It is immediate financial aid that he wants ; and his whole 
talent is to be used with that end in view. He will pi-ob- 

»«bly get a bluff reply from the foreman. 
" Well," says the tramp, " the oIKeo is good for a night, 
isn't it!" 

This means : " IE I can't get work, I can get lodging and 

a little lift on the road, can't I^ " and, after he has sacrodty 

promised to " throw in " three or four " thousand " (distri- 

^^ bole three or four thousand " eras " of type) in the morning, 

^B he considers lufnself quite at home. 

f^ He will then immediately edge around among the Ixiys 
and "nick the office." "Nicking" the office consists in 
begging among the printere for nickels, or any other loose 
change they may have to bestow; and the tramp mider 
these circumstances will not, despise even copjrers. He may 
not get a quarter all tt^ther. Often he gets several 
dollars. But the good fortune of getting anything always 
depends upon whether the foreman is good-natured or not. 
At night the strolling guest usually rests his classic form on 
the composing-room lioor, Bometimea upon the " imposing- 
stone," if it is large enough, for the mts cannot reach this 
safe elevation, ofrenerupftn tlio "stuck" — the piles of pritit- 
ing-pai>er — «jjd, if the foreman is soft-hearted enough, the 
it^iisht of the road may be faiurod with a Vuxuvwaa ^iQwtiV 
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upon tLe floor of tlie editor's sanctum, or, if he bos a Bofa^ 
upon diat convenient piece of furniture. 

He is nlways true to his word of the night previous, andj 
in the morning fulfills his promise an to the distribution of vfl 
type. Sometiines he get« steady work for a week or two ;' 
but if he remained until he made five hnndrecf dollars, he i 
wonld invariably "carry the banner" out of town, having 
played in " his money at the faro-bank, or lived a gaylife, 
1 printers know so well how to do ; and he takes uj> the old 
tramping perfeutly satisfied witli his recoi-d, and philosoplu-.. 
cally looks alicad with the brightest of hope to future con- 
quests. 

Upon tlie road again he is the genuine tramp, and that is ' 
rU. lie only differs from other cliisses of the same geri 
homo in greater versatility, and possibly readier wits. !!&■ 
never fails, however needy he may become, to keep postod- 
on the current events of the day; and therefore, when- 
commingling with other tramps, holds something of thttj 
position of an oracle. The box-car, the huy-rick, the; 
hedge, the arches of the niad or railway bridge, the lierw 
roosts, are all familiar to him just as they are to all otlieS 
tramps. 

Probably one of the gi'eatest night rendezvous for trainp* 
printerB in this conntry is at the Battery, in New York cityj, 
ill the summer. These careless fellows will hang about tlis 
printing-offices, hide about for printore in luck to borrc 
" half-case " (a half-dollar) from them, and sun themaelvea 
in City Hall Square upon the benches until night. Then 
the ]x)lice will drive them out, and, in ctimpany with the 
" pan-jerkers " — all that lar^ class of loaf era who Bubsiat 
by rendering some HJight service about restaurants — thej 
begin " moving on." Uy eight o'clock, down every approaul 
to the "^uwei- part of the island, wWV \)e fteeu \\v 
rapa straggling along to tlie Uatlevi' ', atti \i'a ■ciAW''^*- 
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liiiiidi-cd-i will he naleep upon the benches, leaning; againsl 
laini>-ii<>ots, sti-clclicd upnii the gi-otind, find even l^ing 
itlia wliiirf with their ragged legs liaiigingovcr. The polic* 
permit this, because they innat go soitiewhere, Tiiero i 
nobody to be molested at the Battery at night. Nothir 
«sit be Btolen, for there is nothing to eteal. And i 
throngh the warm summer nights tliese outcasts have i 
place that ia secure from intmiiion, and remain in undia 
tiirbed poesessirm until daylight, when the awakening lift 
of the great eity is the signal for the police to i-ouso tl 
And rongiily move them on again, when they strt^gle a 
north, past Triiuty, to repeat their prcvifius day's strangi 
experiences. 

Many statements are made ae to the Freemasonry ( 
tramping. 1 have been told by old knights of tho njadtha^'* 
these signs and pass-words were in use, but almost wholly 
among those who bave been lx)ru and bred tmmps, and 
whose fathers and mothers have followed begging and lramp>j 
ing as a profession in the old eonntry. Among this claaeeverj 
possible art and device is resiH'ted to. Charts of 1 
eonntry, showing the best routes for travel, and of eitiea 
designating the most benevolent neigh bo rhooils, are eommoi 
This same elass bave a regular system of operation. In 
ciiiea they beg dnring the winter, and when summer comes, 
one of a party will start out in advance and "work a route" 
as a (leddler or tinker. In this way, as he stojis at nearly 
every house on a designated route, he will have learned the" 
character of the Inmates, whetlier they are benevolent on 
rude, and he seldom takes his departure without leavir 
aome pro-arranged sign to indicate to him who followi 
after, just where, and where not, to make apphcationj 
These scamps become such keen and du'rect y^A?js& 
people and siirroaDdlnga that they scatceVj evoT co\tt«v\'v. w 
arror; and if one could read the UieTog\yp\i\c& m-^o^ &s)*«- 
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Bteps, gate, fence, or tree, which is iisiiallj laid to tlie chalk i 
or jacknife of llie bad boj- of the iieigliliorhood, thej could 
RBCcrtaiii just what opinion was had of theiu by the tramps 
who have passed that way. But deciipherinj^ these ayralxila 
is, Bimply impossible, for each party estjiblieiiea its own 
eigne, whieh are changed as often as it may bo necessary ; 
^r, if this wero Dot so, some stilt more chanwterless fellovr 
■'might follow the advance courier and take the benefit of 
^3iiB labor, 

Bnt these things are only trne of the professional tramp, 

who Itas nothing to recommend him to public interest save 

^16 shrewdness and persistency. He lias no romance abont 

'^m, and follows this sort of lifcsinijily because he has been 

1 to it. It is only the tramp who has been soinetliing 

M be something better, op that, being what he is, 

ILIus humor and bravery about him, that I consider really i 

[* worthy of the name. 

Throughout Pennsylvania, as well as many other Eastern 
tstes, there are whole communities of outcasts who, for a 
letter name, are called tramps. 

Diu'ing the great strikes of '77 one of my operatives, in Ihe 

pursuance of his duty at Wilkcsbarre, Pa., suddenly caiue 

upon a bivouac of tmmps near a cojU-sbaft, which had been 

.deserted by the miners who had struck and were particips- 

L-4ing in the general excitement at Wilkesbarre. 

This grotesque company numbered thirty or forty per- 

otiB, and had evidently been gathered at this particular 

joint in anticipation of possible opiwrtunities for raids in 

Svery direcUon while the locality was deserted. They wero 

Hiking their supper at the edge of the timber, among the 

Kiky bluffs and beneath overai-ching, protecting trees. 

n, rising alwve the lonesome old breaker, fell across 

caij)p, ^^ivhig its ininsites a weird, witch-like appeaninco 

tJie\- moved about in the lights and s\va>\owa. "£.\vte-j 
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Beeined to be a tired, dreary, wi-etghed kit, and had the 
niavka of travel and weaiy wandering upon them. Most 
of them had fallen upon the ground fur rest, and in all 
Btii-ta (if sluggish positions were dozing in a stnpid, sodden 
way that told of brutish instincts and experieuces. In the 
centre of the encampment a huge kettle waa placed over a 
bright fire, and from the longing looks of those around it, 
it evidently contained some stiralront that wonld prove 
palatable on being served. Some were dressing chickens 
lately foraged from convenient hen-roosts ; some were 
husking green corn for masting in the coals; others 
were munching potatoes that had been baked in the ashes ; 
othoi-s wera making rude toilets with alm<«t toothlees 
combs, and old rags for towels ; while some, the most for- 
tmjate of all from the tramp staniiixniit, were indulging in 
copious draughts of liquor to drown their sorrows, raise 
their spirits, and whet their apiietitea, Tliere were old men, 
abandoned women, the wretchedefet of wretched hags, young 
pei-sona in the heyday of health and strength, and little 
children, prematurely old and shrewish ; but all seemed as 
contented and satisfied with tlieir fortimes as thuugli it was 
all tliey deserved aud better than thoy expected. 

The next morning the encampment broke np, and Gypsy- 
like, its members went different ways, possibly to again meet 
at some pre-arranged retreat the same night, and possibly 
to never again form another like vagabond aesemhlagc. 

In a strip of wood on the Darby road, near Philadelphia, 
and in a moat picturesque spot, is a regular settlement of 
tramps, who live in the same place winter aud summer. 
Sometimes a portion of them are away upon tlio road, but 
it always seetus that others come from a mysterious some 
where to take their places ; so that, though the members 
are ever changing, the nnmlier ia nearly the same throughout 
mil the jear. During flte day they \ov\iige aro\\i\4 ^tc* 
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made of dry limhs gathered from the foi-cst, and bnili! 
between convenient erevicca in the rouks. Sometimes they 
are Binging. Bometimes cooking, washing, or mending, and 
very often drinking. When tliey get out of proviaions, 
they either take to the roads and beg or steal a supply from 
the farmers, or stroll into the meadows and gather mint 
and otlier herbs, or flowers, which they take into the city 
and sell for whatever they can get, the proceeds of which 
they usually invest in nine pai-ts whiskey and one part fo<id, 
snd then, returning to camp, inangurale a regular debauch, 
when they make the woods ring and ring again with eongs 
and laughter. They have a cabin built of limbs of treea' 
And tnrk for tlic more aristocratic of tlieir iinml>er, but tho 
majority sleep upon the ground, with any arrangement for 
protection which their ambitictn may Buggest. One would 
naturally think that in time they would exhaust their re- 
sources and become starved out. But this ia not the case. 
Tliey fare well, and are apparently tho happiest and jolliest 
dogs under the snn. They have women among them, many 
tliat yet bear the traces of beauty, and the men seem to 
diow ihem a rude yet certain kind of respect, though o£ 
course these women are always ready for debauch and 
revelry. At nights, quite like tho Gypsies, they lie about 
the fires, play cai-ds, or sing and dauce, and seem to eujoy 
themselves to the utmost. They have a sort of a leader, 

id also a woman who holds the relation of a scmi-barbaria 
queen. All that is requisite for admission to this Druidical 
tribe is the certain evidences which a tramp or outcast 
wears ; tho lower you are, the more sure of a welcome yoa 
While yon remain, you may have as good as they have, 
'providing you show yourself willing to assist to tlie extent 
of your ability. Yon may pfasibly pay your way witli 
VeW-anng Boiigs or well-told tales ; but ot\ier«\%6^'3QVi 

enough pilfenng or begging to contrvbutft "jovvt %\»Kt& 
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B common fnnd, or you ranat tako to tho road again of 
(oar own accord to avoid a broken head and flumiiiaiy 
fgectioii. 
It is also a fact, which is probably tmknown to a hundied 
wple within that citj, that within the liinitB of Philadel- 
l^hia, on tho baiika of the Schnjlkill river, near Grey'a 
Ferry, and immediately bauk of and below the almshouse, 
IB a long reacb of swampy land known as " The Reeds," 
which, diirinsj the summer, is completely filled with tnirn]is. 
The spot has huudi-eds of clump willows which afford shade 
and protection for these outcasts, who flock here from the 
city, aa also from the country, in largo nnmbers. The 
almshouse is conveniently near, and tliese lazy crowds, from 
some uncKplainable reason, are kept pi-ctty well supplied 
from that inatitutiun. This rendezvous is a regular hotel 
for both male and female tramps — ^if a spot where men aud 
women of this class may be entirely free from police moles- 
tations, and are able to loll about day and night to their 
^. l)earte' contcut, may be called a hotel. This sjKit, however, 
^kis a perfect heaven for tramjia. Tho river is at hand for a 
^^Qhath after night; the almshouse is close by, and from it 
abundant supplies can be begged ; they are within the city, 
where all sorts of tramp tricks njay be played with an 
immediate op[Kirtunity to escape consequences. Every ad- 
vantage and facility ia here offered, and they are all taken 
advantage of. If one could happen in upon this apot at 
mid-day and could remain unobserved, he could got a view 
of the^ae outcasts at their best as tramps. Sequestered in 
the dark, cool recesses, beneatli thcBC heavy clump willows, 
would l)e gathered between fifty and a hundred tramps of 

I all ages, conditions, and sex, and nil lying about proniia- 
Ixjously, alone or in little knota, near smoldering fires. 
Here may be an old man, all alone and glad of it ; there, a 
\ j-oiiiig feUow with Ilia Jieaii iiiK>n his bundVe, \»,z.\\v 'owmV- 
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iiig and eontcmjtlating the clouds through the trombling 
k'aves of the trees above. At another spot are gathnixifl 
three or ftmr men and women, joking and chatting, and 
jMffisIbly making Iuve in their rude fashion. Another party 
may he playing cards; another, earnestly discussing soino 
project for fntiire execution ; while others are relating wiili 
evident relish some adventure upon the road or within the 
city, where a simpleton had been outwitted, or an oftiuer 
evaded and outgeneraled. JJut the stick and bundle are 
everywhere. Tiie lazy, contented vagabond leer and look 
are evei-ywhere. It matters little how the elections go, 
whether the banks break, or whether revolutions occur. 
They are all contented, at least for the time being, and are 
well satisfied with life from what it has brought for tlie day. 

Tliey are a study, for one cannot help wondering what 
misery has been experienced before this stolid and philo- 
sophic acceptance of a vagabond condition was reached. 
The mind of the ordinary hx»kcr-on naturally inquires if it 
ia possible for these outcasts to really enjoy their degrading 
experiences; and it will puzzle you to decide whether in 
all the world there is any place for thein to go to if they 
would, or if among thein all there are not some who would 
lie gladly received among the old friends, were this kind of 
life abandoned. 

Many pathetic and tragic incidents are daily occurring to 
add interest to this subject. One has not to go far beyond 
the daily newspapers to find this true. 

A tramp once hung himself at Columbns, Ohio, by twist- 
ing a spool of cotton into a rope and suspiending himself 
from a nail in the wall. 

Another writes to the Piiiladclphia Ttmea that he may 
manage to beg his way perhaps two weeks moi'e, but that 
he ha» boeonie desperate and will make his mark upon some- 
Wjti'nff biiforo he "cares." 
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Peter ]i. Lee, the noted train p-prhiter, met liia death bj* 
I'Sttcmpting to board a train and eteal a ride. lit! had beeiii 
\ a man of a good deal of independence of cliaraeter, and 
p liad never before made an effort of this kind. Nearly hts-J 
I last words were: "Served me right for goin' back on prin- 
I ciple!" 

Diirhig the passage of the celebrated fast train sent from 
I Kew York to San Francisco, by Jarrett & Pahiier, in '77, 
[ a tmmp, desiring to reach San Francisco, boarded the train 
I Bt Clieycniie, uHiribed to the top of the coach, and enjoyed 
I lingely liie elegant and rajiid manner of making tlie jonr» 
I ney until Sherman was reached. At tliat point the ongi- 
\ neer got a glimpse of him and he at once began throwing a 
f heavy ahower of cinders and increasing the speed of the 
train to the utmost power of the engine. The rapidity of 
the train and the rolling and lurching of tbo coacik eansed' 
the tramp to wind his arms and legs around a stove-pipe- 
and hang on for dear life. Jlis hat flew off qnickly, and^ 
I left his head and face almost wliolly unprotected. Ilia' 
k coat-tails flapped si> hard that ho saw ho must lose them, 
[ bnt lie dai-cd not loosen his grip npon the pipe to tnck them 
I tinder him, and they were shortly torn oS liko leavoa 
I whipped from a limb by a terrific storm. The lighter ein- 
[ dei-s passed over him, but tho heavier ones pelted him like 
I the fiercest hail, burned into his clothes, cut his arms, legs, 
I snd face, and beat npon tlie poor fellow's head remorse- 
I lessly. So groat was his actual physical suffering, and bo 
I terrible his fear lest he be hurled from the train and killed, 
I tliat when the train reached Green Rivei', and he was let 
I down more dead than alive, his hair had turned gray, and 
L he looked more like an old man of sixty than a lad of 
I nineteen as he was. 

hiataiicee Jllnstniting the risks rvm,ftie ian^^cwcvwasasv- 
"o sacriScea made, the 6utter\ug, ^t\Nft.viGio^ »sA 
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ieiTOr that frequently come witli the tramp's ex]jerieiice, as B 
■well as ail occaaional exhibitiou of the better human traits fl 
which are developed, could be repeated indefinitely. I 

In leaving thia snbjeet, I can only express a most earnest 
conviction, founded on personal observation aud study uf 
this i>eciiliar class of people, that no severe measures will 

kevcr eradicate tlie evils to society wbicli arise from Irampa 
and tramping. Like the poor, we eliall always have tiiem 
with \i8. If you llirow a man in prison as a vagabond, you 
leave tlie pi-ison taint npou Iiira, and forever afler ho is 
embittered and at war with his fellows. It may be de- 
sirable — indeed, it may be found necessary, to provide some 
t measures for weeding out tlio more dangei-ous of tramits. 
But as a class tliey are not criminals, aud we liave no right 
to take such measui'es against them as will make them such. 
They have always existed ; will always exist. Theii 
rapid increase, which is so alarming to certain kid-gloved 
social scientists, is tbo direct result of nnpreceJeiited hard 
times and conditions which a great and protracted war has 
left as a legacy. When these pass away, and brighter days 
return to our iudustriea, people will see tramps disappear 

»from the highways and byways — not alt*^ether, for Ibis 
will never be, but the thousands among them who have 
trades and professions will gradually but surely return to 
them. 

But during this jxiriod, when the hard hand of neces- 
sity bears dnwn so heavily alike upon business man and 
■workingman, and when we, who may bo situated in com- 
fort, are BO apt to forget tiie keen needs of thousands of our 
fellows who have fought the fight against ]M;i-sistent and 
relentless misfortune, aud fallen, tbere slionld be a more 
general leniency towai'ds a class who are made np of people 
often afl_^wjd as we; and some charity should bo exeitiscd, 
ler ihiiu a rclvntle&a war imvuguraled, tW TiaviVt ^jt 



I 



K/sz.^( 



THE FAIUblAN COMMONS. 



irbich will only lie to rcclain 
ee crime and ci'iiiiiuab 



HO one of them, and rapidly ' 



CHAPTER VI. 



THE PARISIAN COMWUNE. 

The majoritj of newspaper i-eaders are acqnaintecT 
nmimietQ as exemplified in the ti-agic etnry of the 6ixty- 
leven days of its Baiigiunary leign in Paris, France, in 
L1871. A portion of this era of horrors seems to demand 
l^brief deficiiplion here. The famous Red Days commenced , 
■ the 18th of March, and cUised on the S4t}i of May. Mcan- 
ItiniG, Paris was a mitiiatnre Pandeinoninm, and all of I 
EFrance a segment of Pni;fratory. jfrenchiuen siiffei'ed 
f mental and physical turtnre. 

The humiliation and despair which followed the e 

of the tiorrnai) anna left the people of Paris, and notahly 

the worthless National Guai-d, in a condition of complete 

Ldemoralizatiou. The long restraint caused by a pi'otractcd 

Ettate of siege was broken over, and a period of driinken- 

i and debauch followed. In this condition of things ' 
^^e city fell an easy prey to a horde of bad men, the woi'st 
mtd its vile elements, and luiman beings so devoid of all 
■iionBcience, pity, or cons! deration, that it is hard to look 
Tiipon them as possessing the least of human attributes. But/ 
Itliis is the class, tlie world over, who arc at the hottoiii of/ 
KaII troubles of a communistic niitui-e. They wei-e the -real 

Aiiseof the gi-eat strikes of '77, and their prampt an<K, 

ftatter extermiuation, in this and nil other countries, is the/ 

Kooly method of removing a uoiistaut meuate aui ^tA. \sj> 

foremmetit and suvicty. 
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I On the ISth of Marcb, in pursuance of & diabolical 
Bclieme for tlie inaugnration of a reign of terror, the polJL-e 
suiici'iiitendcnt'B offices, and the depot, or prison, were 
seized, and one of the luoat infamous men in the hinf irj- ni 
the world secured the reins of govemtnent, and became 
d'.clat-or'of Paris. 
This liuman liend, Tlaonl Higault, with his co-conspira- 
tors, had won tlie treacherous National Guard, had br-ibed 
officials with promises, and had conquered all otlier necea- 
Bary forces hy threats. An attempt to capture the insur- 
gents pi-oved futile, and the government forces were com- 
pelled to retire to Veraailles, leaving Paris at tiie mercy of 
Kigault, the National Guard, the Commune, and the mob. 
Riganlt is spoken of as follows : 

He was then aged twenty-five years, was connected very 
prominently in journalistic circles, always dressed with the 
most scrupulous taste, was of genteel appearance, fine 
stature, able, energetic, and single. " lie was consumed by 
a most deadly hatred of society and a most intense thirst 
for hlooil. His associates bowed acquiescence bofoi-e his 
most desperate will. No one opposed it, for his gesture 
was the signal of death. He held in his hand the life of 
every man in Paris, and wrought his terrible vengeance on 
every soul for whom he fancied he had a dislike. He 
organized murder, and instigated robbery and incendia- 
riam." 

The following instances of liis fiendish cruelty are given : 
He dragged -M. Chaiidrey, a distinguished lawyer, and 
oonne<!ted with one of the most influential Republican jour- 
nals of Franco, to a celt, to cause his murder simply to 
satisfy his hunger for murder. Chandrey's beautiful wife 
came tu Higault with her little child, and pleaded for her 
hnab&nd's Yjfts in anguish. 
Taking the little cbiid^a hand and pattiug \». o\\ ftYe^mai, 
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mganlt replied : " My child, yoii Bhall very soon eee iia 
shoot your father ! " 

That very uiglit Chaiidrey was dragged into the prisim- 
yaixi and fell, shouting " Vioe la libpublique I " — shot 
tlirotigh the heftrt. 

lie had previously inuarucrated Chief-Justice Bonj'ean. 
TuniMi^ from this butchery of Chandrey, he proceeded to 
that fallen ofHcial's cell, and taunted him with hiu coming 
dnoui in seeming demoniac glee. On the very next day, 
he ordered the Chief-Jnstico lirought to the prieon-yai-d o£ 
La Rouge aud execnted. No reason for these inhuinait 
murders can be fonud, nor were ever given. The man'a 
mere love of fiendish crnelty seemed to prompt every act, 
and was transmitted to his reckless followers. 

When the police headquarters were seized by Higault, 
one M. Core was the director of the prison. 

" You aie removed I " said Kigault, 

"Not without an order from the Minister of the Inte- 
rior ! " answered Core, 

"We shall simplify these matters!" returned lii^^ault, 
ecratcbing a line ou a piece of paper. 

In a few momenta M. Core waa put in charge of a com- 
munist — one Garreau, a journeyman locksmith, acquainted 
with the prison from pei-sonal experience as an inmate ujxm 
various charges — and soon found himself inside one of liia 
own cells. The federals were removed, but the clerks and 
keepers retained. From his casemate Core could exercise 
a certain influence. 

In April, came Eugene Fanet, a lame barber, to act as 
commandant. He was a timid and harmless man, and left 
bis subordinates ahnost to themselves. In his reign the 
prison was a sort of harem for the pashas of the PrefeutiU'^^ 
and thef nightly sent for as many oi l\\c ■womew ot 'Cfta 
tcfva there caged, aa they reqiiived. \)vumg l\\6 svt'vj-w:^ 
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f days of the Bway of the Coininuno, 3,833 male prisoncrB 

I were sent to the depot fur eoiifineinent. 

No 3,440, one Jean Veyssett, aged fifty-nine, a farmer, 
elmrged as a spy, and ordered to be kept for diBpoaition by 
Feri-e, brought in May 2l8t, was a very important prisoner, 
for he was truly an agent of the government at VcrsailleB, 
and had in charge a plan for tlie defeat of the Coniniune. 
On the 11th of May, a number of Floiireiia Avengera had 
Bearehed Vejssett's room in the city, for he was enspected, 

»and not finding the man, arrested his wife, who bribed 
Courvet with 3,000 francs to remove her to St. Lazare, 
where, lost and hidden among the wives of the incarcerated 
8ergenta-de-\'ille, slio could feel more safe tlian in Ferre'a 
ueighborhood. 

After failing to succeed in a peacefnl surrender, Thiers 
anthorized Vcyssett to buy up a guard to admit the govern- 
ment ti-oops within the fortifications. He therefore bribed 
an artilleryman at Motitmartre, paying ten thousand francs 
when he and bis men had spiked two guns in his presence. 
Tlie next day, faithful to their contract, the artillery killed 
sixty federals at Levallois-Penet, an " accident " mentioned 
in the oftieial journal as showing [hat " the aim of the pieces 
I was not yet quite exact." Veyssett then arranged to buy up 
General Dombi-oriski, who was to receive one million five 
f hundred thousand francs, and safe conduct from France, for 
f the surrender to tlie Vei-sailles troops of the fortifications 
\ from the Point-dti-Junr to a certain gate. The money was 
' to be paid in bills on the Bank of I<'rancf, or by draft on the 
"Eotbschilds at Frankfort. The 20th of May was tlie day 
ixed upon. The guns were to be silenced and a retreat 
Jwpdered, so that the Vei-saillea soldiery could enter, the 
drawbridge to bo left down, ostensibly for the passage of the 
General "towake&n insjiection," and Veyssett bore the ear- 
nest of twenty tlioiis&iul fi-ancs on hie person wVen MtesXe^ 
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(This spy had several different lodgings, and for a long J 
time sncc-cssfiillj' evaded RigAuk'B agents; but a wiiman f 
named Muller, and one of his own ei)iea, betrajed him for a,l 

paltry anioiiut. Just as YeyBBetC was taken to tlio pnsoD I 

the gates were opened to the government troops. Dam- I 
^^ brouaki himself, thinking that he was betrayed, 
^^L desperation, to retreat, but was shot in the stotnauh | 
^B by a woman, near barricade Boulevard Omano, May 2:Jd. { 
^^■{Another aecoiint has it that he was killed by Sergeant ' 
^H/Casaiiova, of the 45th of the tine, wlio, with, an infantry 
^^■.|i)rue, had established himself in a house eommanding the 
^^■Imrriuade. at the corner of the boulevard and Rue Myrrlia.) 
^^V Jean Yiellot, aged twenty-eight, captured with aitna ia 1 
^^Khia hands, was the tirst victim taken from tlie prison. He I 
^^Bhad five francs in his possession. When given up to the 1 
^^■platoun he demanded the return of his money. "You'll ] 
^^Fget your live franes in five minutes," replied the Floni'eiis I 
^™ Avenger; "como alougl" lie was immediately dragged J 

out and shot. Ou the register the rec-ui'd was written iu I 

accordance with the fact. 

I It was the 24th of May that the cannonading recom- 
menced. At that moment of tiinmph Thiers' faithful 
■gent, the spy YeyEsett, had sealed his devotion with his 
deatii. 
At eight o'clock the same morning Th^ophile Ferre, an- 1 
etlier monster of the Commune, nt the head of a body of \ 
demons called the " Flourens Avengers," appeared at the [ 
police headquarter, and in one teree order gave asanranca I 
of otiier bloody acts which were to follow. 
^^K "All the aergenU de ville, ail the ge-ndarmea, and all 
^^fttiie priests must he shot off-hand I " 
^^1 " I tionut npon you," he continriied, carelessly. 
^^■^ Two of tie Firderah protested. TUey ■wgto ■wWwi^ X» 
^^M^ bat said they were not butcKers. He vj&WeA "Cttam 



72 THE PARISIAN COMMUNE. 



I cowards, and their comrades jeered them out of their som- 
ples. At the clerk's office Fotvq ran his tiiif^rs down iLie 
pages of the register until he came to Vc^'ssett'a name, 
" liniig out tliat man," he said, and liis order was obeved 
ahtiost instantly. When Vejssett saw Fci're and the lii-iiig- 
party he knew that his hour had conic; but, affecting to 

I ignore it, he said: " 1 iiad twenty ttunisand francs with laa 
wlien I was ain-eated ; where are they ? " " It is none of 
your business," answered Fen-e. "Besides, we shall settle 
all onr affairs with yon at once." The guard auri-ounded 
Tcyssett. Tiio clerk asked, half in reinonsti-ance, " Voii 
are not going to shoot that man ?" " Yes, and yon too, if 
yon say too much 1 " returned Fcrre. Tliey marched away, 
and halted near the statue of Henry the Fiiurtli, "Y>m 
ai-e to be eliut — have you anything to say?" exclaimed 
Perre, Veyssutt ehruggod his shouldere, and as they pushed 
him back against the railing, answered, "I forgive you for 
killing niel" "Firel" said Ferre, and in a moment a 

IYolley rang out. Four men lifted up the corpse — if, in- 
deed, it was yet a corpse, which is doubtful— and threw it 
iuto the Seine. Said Fcrre to the spectatoi-s, " You see, wb 
don't do things in holes and corners I " 
When Ferie went back to the prison a couple of hours 
later, ho seated hin>eelf in the Director's office, and called 
for the register. Ferre was new iu the place. Pieri'e Bra- 
quond, tlie Deputy, determined to save the pri*>iiers' li*'es 
at all hazards. He was an old soldier. lie knew that a, 
short time would see the city in the hands of the regului-s — 
a few houi-a at most — for the Federals were giving way and 

Pthe government forces pressing forward. The noise of the 
street-fighting was gradually becoming louder and loud- 
er. On a sheet of paper, ready prepared, Ferre wiiito 
a}oiv)y a name: "Joseph liuauit, probably Bonapartist 
affeut. " As he did so, Braqnond slipped awa.^' U> ^\wj.ttVC» 
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cell, di-agged the man out, and whispered to him: '"lit 
4lero I No matter who tialls, dou't, for jour life, aiiBwer t 
"your name 1 " lie thrust him into one of the coinmoil 
wards, whci-e some three hundred prisoners were crowded 
U'gcther. Thcu Braqiioud I'an bac-k to Ferre's j)reaeiice. 

Call out Rnault 1 Hurry 1 " cried Ferre. In an iuBtaut 
his assistants were shouting, "Ruaultl Ruanit!" Uirougli 
the corridore. Ruanit did not answer. No one knew liim. -^ 
llany precious minutes were coined. " We can't lind him ! 

id Braqnond. "Ton are all traitoraP' yelled Ferre, iorM 
riously striking the table. " Bring out Rnault this mo- 1 
ment, or I'll shoot you 1 " " That won't help matters," r 
Uponded the Deputy. " You don't nndereland ! You are I 
Baking for a man who is not in the prison at all 1 " " Not « 
here? Then where is he!" roared Ferre. "How do I 
Itnow?" impertnrbably replied Braquond. " But Til tell 
yon in a moment," and Braqnond took the register and 
read: "2,609, Rnault, Gilbert; peddling Bonapartist songa, J 
April 19th; removed to La Sant(S (another prison) by order I 
of Edinond Levranlt, May 18th." The Rnault thns e 
was not the Joseph Ruanit sought by Forre. The real 1 
Joseph Ruault was meantime in Mazas, and one of the hosta- J 
ges butchered in Che Rue Haxo. Ferre did not notice the I 
differeuee in names, offenses, and numbers, but, after em's- 1 
ing I*vrault, took the book, examined it once more, and I 
then ordered np "Michel." "Which Michel J" asked Bj-ft- I 
qnond. "There are perhaps half a dozen ' Michela ' in the j 
prison. Tell me which one you want, and yon shall have him i 
in an instant 1 " Taking np the register again, Ferre read : 
Michel, Loll ie Pierre, pot icetuan; Michel, Jules Alfred, labor- 
er; Michel, Xavier, clerk ; Michel, Henri Louis, ex-sergent da 
ville." Then said : " That will do I Call Uw\t\ UwVaW 
ce Braqnond raised tho cry for " \\.cu\\ '^\<ia^^"' wi- 
the Jinoivledge tliat it would uol \>e w^"«fti;'i'i,^«"E ^^a 
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particular Ilenri Michel, brought in May 18th, had two days 
later g(Hie mad with escitemout and fright, and in a straight- 

(jacket w»s then dashijig himself frantically against the 
|iadded walls of a cell in the infirmary. ■ 

Meanwhile the prisonei's in the cunimou wards could see | 
eight men, led by a ninth in a highly decorated coat, 
di-eiiching the floors and window-seats with some liquid, 
applied with largo brushes; then they saw them strike 
matches and apply them to the wood-work, which iiietantiy 
bnrst into flames. Still the sounds uf the conflict outside 
came nearer and nearer. But the Are spread, and curled 
and crackled, and devoured the interior of the depot. The 
prisoners at onco raised the alarming cry of " fire," and made 
desperate attempts to escape, or attract the attention of the 

» keepers. This was while the guards wei-e Bhoutiiig uselessly 
■jEor "Michel." Ferro was raving in im|xiteut wrath at their 
delay. Some of the boldest were already unlocking the 
doors, and whispering to the inmates to " keep up heart 1 It 
could not last many minutes ! " Then suddenly wei-e heiii'd 
fearful shrieks from the women's wards, wljere several huu- 

Idred scared females were kept. They had seen flames biii-st 
out in the Prefecture, and gone wild with panic. " Make 
them shut up ! " yelled FeiTe. But the cries were not in the 
least diminished. Braquond could stand it no longer, and 
leaping uimn a chair, he shouted to his keepei-s: "Unlock 
every cell door I Let out all the prisoners from the wards 1 " 
This order was instantly obeyed. The wild rush of several 
hundred meu and women along the corridors followed, and 
Ferre, starting up, ran into the street with bis Avengei-s. 

»He may have feared that the released prisoners would mas- 
eacro him and them; or he may have remembered that the 
place was pretty sure to be burned down, and that the vaults 
of the Prefecture were filled with gunyowder. Any way, 
Jjo Sedj and after an liour and a \m\t oi KKsSfi\.^ , "?'wir» 
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' Braqnond remained master of the field, hnvinj^ saved ev 

liueta;re in liis keeping, except the iiiifortuiiiilG Vcyssett. 

Two hundred men and women prisoner Bct themsfl' 

to work to remove the powder. Tlic firet to move in thial 

was Lohf>t8, a baker. lie was followed by an Auvcrgnat 

woman, Saint-Cbely by Dame, a charcoal peddler, a female 

Hercules, of great beauty, singular coolness, and infiiiito 

joljity. Hair flyini* loose, sleeves rolled up, she shouldered ' 

' the heavy barrels, carried them to the Dcssaix fountain, and 

dninped them into the basin, recognizing her companions 

with jests and assurances, as the fire ' crept down the build- 

1 ing towards the powder, that " there was plenty of time for 

' one more load." This was kejit up until all the ])owderi 

■ and 1,200,000, cartridpee had been put out of harm's waj^ 

Fern, by threatening the firemeu with death, had comjielled 

} them to remove with all their eufpnea, and until midnight 

I the people had to fight the flames with buckets and pitchers 

of watci', wet blankets, and the like ; but they succeeded in 

Baring tlieir housc«, and in preserving most of the papets 

of the Prefectni-e. 

The iniofttes of the depot, surrounded by blazing huild- 
I ings on either side, strove to escape. Some ventured down 
f to the Qnai de I'Horloge, others to a diflferent quay, both of 
I which were swept by bullets from the exchange of shots J 
I between the Federals and regulars. A few escaped ; inany-fl 
were wounded; five or six fell dead. The remainder has* ^ 
' tened back to the prison, where Braqnond received them, 
} organized them into squads, fastened the doors, and fought 
< the fij-e with desperation. But, alas! it established itself 
sry roof. ^Nearly a hnndi-cd prisonera became paiiic- 
t etrickcn, insisted upon leaving, and did leave in charge of a 
i turnkey named Lanreut. Keaching the vi\isiv£,\i.ii wajvsifti. 
y to the rejfniara with a handkercb\et, awl xW-j <ie,a&iai, 'o.\\\\^ 
r enough for tliB fiigitivea to CToea ft\o tv^\«3 ^A'v'i. "a^^ 
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eafety. The remainder of the prisoners escaped deatli by 
buruing, liut eaino near being drownerl, the great tank of 
the prison bnrstini;; and drenclilug the whole building 
beneath, bo that the floors were oovered with water ankle 
deep. At abont live o'cJouk in the morning a detaeliment 
of the 79th Regiment of the Lino reached the prison, and 
tliere was no longer any fear of fire or massaure. Two 
months before, to a day, Picn-e Braniioud, not earing to 
take ordei-B from Garreau, had told M. Bonjean, the Hiiiia- 
ter of Justice murdered by Riganlt, that ho intended to 
make his way to Yersailiea — he had had enough of the 
Comrauiio. "As a niagistrate," returned M. Bonjean, "I 
order you to reinaiti ; as a prisoner, I heg you to remain I 
If yon and your followcra leave, you will be roplaccd by a 
parcel of vagabonds, and we may see another Septenibrist 
massacre. I adjure you to stay and protect the victims of 
the Oommune," He remained, Braqiioud is still at the 
depot, a stout, spectacled, smiling man of sixty. JTe got a 
promotion, but no medal or cross, though befoi-e entering 
the prison ho had been promised a decoration, twice for 
saving drowning comrades, and for gallantry in the field ; 
and when jail-guard, he saved his chief from assassination 
by throwing himself before tlie assassin's knife, which 
entered his breast deeply. The little barber, Fauet, still 
shaves, and tells how one of liiganlt's clerks, being unable 
to settle a five-franc hill for hair-dressing, gave liiin a roll 
of passes to and from the prison, which helped many a 
prisoner to escape. As for Mine. Saint-Chiily, she has 
prospered, and kuits behind the counter of a well-stocked 
shop, hi-oad -shouldered and jolly aa of yore, and having 
only one unpleasant i-eminiscence of the Com mnne— that, 
while climbuig or backing out of the window of the 
prleoD, where fhere were quantities of powder stored, 
sLe caught her petticoat on an inopportuive wa.\\ ai.\i i.i^*ia 
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^^Vlk more liberal display' of sturdy ankles than she bad in^ 
^H teiirleJ. 

^^B Pitiba!)ly tlio most ah'Of.iimis aot of the Commune was thflf- 
^H butchery, under tlie ordora of Dictator Rigaiilt, of tlic brave 
^^|, and noble Ardibisliop of Paris. He and otliei' proniinciifc 
^H pemmages were seized, thrown into prison, and held «a. 
^^1 hoata»;ea for tlie more lenient treatment of the Oominuno 
^^■'Ieadei'8, eliotild the government fornes eventually succeed 
^^M in retaking the city. When they came on and on, and no 
^H hope was left, as a last act of diabolism he wag shot wittr 
^^B bis tioiupantoRH in liori-or, and their bodies throwti into i^ 
^H ditch. 

^^M With a grim sort of hnmor, the Commune abolished 
^^B public execntions, while foully murdcnng scoi-es of victims 
^H in prison, and publicly burned the gitillotiue amid the wild-r 
^^K eat rejoicings of the lmlf-<'-razed populace. It desti'oyo(d 
^B public baitdings and demolished monuments. It leviecl, 
^^^ upon the rich, and encoumged rapine upon both rich and 
^H^poor. Incendiarism, robbery and murder were its constant 
^^K practices. It brushed out of existence nearly a hundi-ed 
^* great newspapers, and brought into existence nearly a hun- 
dred sheets which for vileness wore never equaled. Unbri- 
dled license was the crowning feature. All that is held bj(^ 
I mankind as execrable and infamous was enacted by it. 
Its members stole all the silver and gold found in tha^ 
churches, and all the valuables from the government build- 
ings were appropriated. What could not be carried away 
was demolished, the Archbishop's palace was eackcd. and 
Thiers' splendid residence, was t*>rn to the ground. Duriny 
the expiring hours of the Commune it was ordered that tho 
ni^iiiiicent [lalace of the Louvre siiould be destroyed and 
that tlie great church of Notre Dame should be demnliBUed. 
When Uje last bo\te was gone, tUeae Wwrva-w ^«,N'^%.,'«Nsa 
hugbt the government troops witU a AeByeT&'tvow Wft^ '^'^'^^ 
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almost tinparalleled in history, made a requisition for rt 
the ]JBtiMleum in the cily aud raade a fiurcc atfciiipt to 
coinpletelj destroy Paris, as if their own riiiii would contain 
a touch of awful graiidiiiu- if it could also comprise the 
entire destruction of one of the first cities of the world. 

It is estimated tliat the Paris Comnnine was res|x>usib]e 
for the destruction of upwards oE two hundred millions of 
dollars' worth of property. 

Dut its terrors can never be computed, and, so long as 
time shall last, sueh another season of horror can scarcely 
he known. The death of Kigault, the dictator and frieud 
of the Commune, wasasstartlingly ti-agic as any of his brntal 
butcheries had been. lie was shot down iii the streets, 
where he laid for days, s]Miriiod, spat upon, and defiled by 
the very populace that so short a time before had bowed to 
his supreme sway. 

So ended the Commune of Paris, of which the preoedinj^ 
is hut Ihe faintest sketch. Great voUimea could be filled 
with talcs of its grim humor, its dcej) terror, and its touch- 
ing pathos. Its lesson is not one for Paris, or even Franco 
alone. It ia one for the entire civilized world. In looking 
' back over the groat strikes of '77, the reckleranesa and doa- 
I peration of liigault and Ferre are everywhere visible. The 
same invctorato hatred of society was shown in the spirit 
and actions of American Commuutets, Fire, pillage, mur- 
der were their object and aim. Their enlistment of the 
workingmen of the country has always been for the pnr-. 
pose of securing tools. The continued e.tciting of their 
woret passions against law, oi-der, and society has been 
merely for the pnr])ose of holding thorn in hand, bleeding 
them for their own snpport, and, in a time of great public 
excitement, using them for their own desperate purposes. 
Citizena ot the United States must not forget this constttiit 
aiid I'ncrcashig ilangei; and must work AieartA-j ft^\4- \^\^^.\vv 
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laoosly towards ita suppresBinn. That the horrore of th<tj 
Paris Coaimnne were not repeated here ia only because 
the pestilential spirit was not bo deeply rooted aa there," 
Give it time and let it alone, and it wilj lift its i-ed hand 
with all the savage ferocity with which it stniek Paris, that 
most heautifnl city, wlien her helplesBnesa compelled tlie 
pity of the whUe world, 
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Beoacbk of the immediato connection of the Interna- 
tionale, as the great intoniational bodies of the commuiiiBta 
are called, with onr great strikes of '77, 1 feel that some 
notice of the history and general character of Ihat body is 
necessary to a proper consideration of labor ti-onhles in this I 
country. On e'iQTy railroad that was held by lawless men,,! 
in every city where violence reigned, and through every J 
excited assemblage where law had been trampled undeeg 
foot, this accnrsed tiling came to the surface, (if its r 
bere did not actually inangurate the strikes, the strikes 
were tiie direct result of the commnnistic spirit sprea^l 
through the ranks of raili-oad employees by communistic 
leaders and their teachings!) When they were fairly begun, 
the communists commenced to grow Ixild and defiant, and 
ehowed their hands ; and wheu tiie strikes were well under , 
way, every act of lawlessness that was done was committee 
by ihem. They held an nndcniable and easily define(' 
relation to ever/ instance of outrage, ai\d tVve-j a.To \i 

Uj- reepomihle for the niillionB ot dnWats. \\i V"'**\:'^'^'t 
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destroyed, and the hundreda of lives sacrificed. They are 
a class of liiiman hyeuas worthy of all notice and atten- 
tion. 

Ill this_ coanJiy ^le financial -crisis of .18T3 hada^iUsjw- 
trone effect upon the tmdes-iniions. Many of tliem practi- 
cally dishanded, and otliei-s were so weakened tliat they 
protected no one. lu the city of New York alone, the 
aftgrogatfi memberehipa had been not far from forty-five 
tlionsiiiid. In a few brief mouths there whs a reduction 
appiireiit of fully ten thousand. In 1S71, the shoemakera' 
guild — called the Crispins — numbered three luindi-ed 
branches and upwai-ds of seventy thousand menihei-a. At tlio 
present time a general organization can hardly be said to ex- 
ist, altliough sevei'al feeble offahoota of the parent stem can 
be discovered lingering along languialiingly. Indeed, it has 
been several yeai-a since coEnmunism first blossomed out and 
began to flourish in the United States. The Workingmen's 
Union of New York had a rush-light existence. In 187C, an 
Amalgamated Association of Ii-ou-workers was fonned, em- 
bracing societies previously existing in different branches 
of the imn trade. The National Labor Union Association 
met in Baltimore, in 186fi, and, although aspiring to repre- 
sent all the workingmen of the country, it gradually took 
the form of a political party, and in several States of tlie 
Union a labor reform ticket was regularly presented to the 
voters for their support: Tliero is also a Labor League of 
the United States, with headquarters at Washington, but it 
is an affair of limited power and has a short lease of life. 

Though the Communistic doctrines of the Internation- 
V alista have made considerable progress in England, thuy 
have not, nntil recently, or to any noteworthy extent, crept 
into the labor organizations of this country. 

It is genera]])' iiiideretood that the International Society, 
which, during a briei expenence, lias been. liaw&TOg, vavxt^x 
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unsiety to European govern men Ib, and whose principles are 
practieallj- illustrated liy tlie darker Jeeds o£ the Parisian 
Coiniiiniie, had its origin in L<indon, Eii^^land, under the 
foatertnjf care of one George Odger, a defealcd aspirant for 
parliamentary honors. It ia well-kuown that, during the 

I progress of the Polish iiisurreutlon in 1863, certain resi- 
dents of England and Franeo exhibited intense sympathy 
for the cause of that unhappy country. A deputation. of 
workiiiginon waited npon Lord Palmerston, asking him to 
recommend active interference in behalf of the Poles. A 
JMiblic meeting was also held in London, in April of the 
same year, avowedly to promote Polanil's canse. In Paris 
the mercni'ial inhabitants went so far as to select and send 
over a deputation to represent them on the occasion, and 
I from this convention sprang the genu of an international 
Bsociation for the defense of what were called the riglita 
1 laboring men in every country, without regard to race, 
jfitstinction, color, or place of nativity. In September of 
pKt encceeding year a second meeting of delegates con- 
rened, which drew to it attendants from nearly every Em-o- 
)ean country, Dr, Bcesely was present and received the 
[SiBtinction of being made president. Dr. Karl Starx pi-e- 
mred and read to the convention a manifesto, which was 
dopted with hardly a dissenting voice. The society was 
pongli-fi-amed ami established, and Odger became the lirat 
ermanciit pi-esiding ofScer. The addmss was translated 
fnto various languages and circulated everywhere. The 
! of pi-csident, it was subsequeutly found, was incorn- 
wtible with the principle upon which the society proi>o8ed 
FKcting, and Odger having been vohintarily reduced to Iho 
Ifanks, a different chairman was thereafter appointed to pro- 
I side at each weekly meeting. Early in ttie \\\eX»v^ ^.il "Oaa' 
XJaternationale the tjpe-eettere of LevYisW ie\T\^A\ife^ \\\^^t 
, wei-e i-ehised by tlieir employers, a\i4 feU-ut^ 'YVa^ 
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linbseqnently appealed to the soL-iety for help, and it was 
I granted. This caused the members of the Commune to 
I be watched very earefiilly by the government authoritiea. 
I Even tiieir secret agents did not escapo espionage. 

Geneva, in Switzerland, had the qncstionable honor of 
I being the place in which the firet Communistic Cougresa 
[ gathered. Mazziiii, the famouB Italian agitator, put forth 
L at this meeting a scheme fur organization, proposing, among 
other things, a thoronghly centralized, strongly couspiritaL 
foundation for the society, dealing mure largely with polit-' 
ical than general ideas. Labor and capital, lie believed, 
should stand in the background. The Huesian, iJakinin, 
and Karl Mar?c ofEered an extremely radical and business- 
like plan, which the congi-ess, after discussion, adopted. 
Among its dogmas were these; Wages for labor must Ite 
numbered with the things that were and are not. Salaries 
mnst go, as serfdom had gone, and as slave-labor would go. 
They must all be replaced by associated labor; this was to 
be developed and fostei-ed by national aid. It liold that no 
man had a right to call anything his own which he had not 
purchased by the labor of his hands. Marx's platform 
declared that the working classes were enslaved ; they mnst 
• be emancipated. They must bring this about by conquering 

t themselves. It was claimed that the luteniationalists were 
not struggling to create class privileges or monopolies, but 
for eqnal rights and duties, and the demolition of rule by 
Any certain class. It was deelai'ed that the subjection of 
the laboring man rests at the bottom of servitodo in evei-y 
form, witli all sorts of social misery as well as political 
dei-wndence ; and the diseuthrallmeut of the working classes 
■was the great end to which every political movement should 
be directed. Pauperism could be brushed from the land by 
' aainif t}ic proceeds of labor according to the work performed, 
'■iiJtJiiut according to the capital invested. \uil\';\ii\y)X. oviw- 
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I ership should be BiiccecKied by common owiiei-ahip. No 
rights exiated, or conld exist or be tolerated, without duties; 
no duties without riglits. Every ialrorer was entitled to 
share in the benefits and comforts that his toil ]irodti«ed. 
[ The fourth and last eoiigress of the Internationalists, as far 
I as ia now known, was held at Basic, in 1^69 ; but by tliat 
I time Karl Marx liad withdrawn from the association. Their 
last reianifesto was a public defense of the crimes of the Paris 
C()ininnne,an inkling of which has been given in preceding 
pages. ^ ■ 

[ Following the formation of this society came the preva-l 
I lence of a dangerans spirit among tlie masses, manifestinjf 
[ itself «U over Europe, and continuing to produce strikes and 
I agitations until the commencement of tlie Franco-German 
war. This poison was absorbetl into the political systems 
t of Spain and Russia, nnd in both countries brought for&. 
j its characteristic and natural reanlts. GovcMimeuts were, 
I alarmed. Negotiations were entered into for the curbing 
of the designs of leading conspiratoi-s. An antidote, or M 
I preventive, for the spread of the infection, must be discoT^ 
I ered. England was more tlian once coiilidentiallyappealec^ 
I to by Spain, and asked to interfere with the strong huTid to 
prevent the concoction of plots on its soil against that gov- 
ernment and inimical to the welfare of society in general.. 
I Ukases were promulgated at St. Petersburg, denouncing tlaf 
[ sect in set terms, and providing for the punisluneut of its 
Icadei-s and members. In France the Internationale found 
a warm welcome. It was like native soil, and the pcrni- 
cions seeds scattered by the earlier adherents sprouted and 
I gave forth an abundant harvest. Despite the statute of ■ 
I 17!)I against the formation of societies composed of persons ■ 
I of the same trades and profesaious, the order grew ravldl.'i.* 
I Laboring men conM legally combine iot a %Vt''CK.e,'A ftv«^ 
Liitw^Af beet, bat they had to aliaUin irom 'poVv'Cw.i. "^^^ 
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' -mnrs began to be lieard soon after the adili'ess from the 
fiocietj". Wliera iieace had leigiied before, dieturhnnce 
raised its hydra liead, Tho poliiie had orders to prevent the 
me^titi^ of disaffected jwrdons. Tlio bronze-workere of 
Paris, however, to the number of fiie thousand, etnick in 
1867, and were kept out and supported with money sent 
from England until employere were forced to comply with 
tiieir demands. The cotton-spin nei-a of Rouen had a general 
strike in ISCS. During its continuanee, at St. Etienuo, 
troops had to be called out, who fired npon the mob, and 
killed fifty iwrsons. The record of that year closed with. a 
monster outbreak of workingmen at Vienna, in which fifty 
tliousand communists took pait. Nolmdy, even in that 
great affair, vraa especially benefited by tlie movement. 

Some of the most violent communists have appeared in 
Germany, and the Internationale is still a mighty lever in 
tlint empire. Mutual aid associations are favored by tho 
government, while combinations for the purpose of raising 
wages are repressed. The trades-nnion movement started 
in Germany in 1866, but agricultural laboi-ers were not 
allowed to combine. Artisans and hand-workers in wood, 
iron, brass, etc., could arrange terms with tlicir employere 
to suit tbemselvoa, if they refrained from threats, intimida- 
tion, and violence. It was in 1869, however, that Dr. Max 
llirech founded a scheme to unite workmen of all ulaases in 
Germany under a central directorship, with a general 
conneil to exercise the chief executive power, the purely 
legislative function being entrusted to an assenildy of 
chosen delegates. One officer was called the Genei-al At- 
torney, and, besides having the chief management of busi- 
ness, he was to devote himself to the task of disseminating 
the principles of the s<jciety and gaining converts. The or- 
ganization claimed about thirty thousand members, two 

hundred and eixty-seven branches, and \t\<i\uiei ^ijo- 
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biEiliers, Bmillis, tailoi-s, harncss-inakerB, carpentere, and 

The gniwth of ti-adea-nniona in the empire is greatly 
held in check by the action o£ the police, who break np 
and disperse large meetings every year, on the charge tlmt 
they are eeditiona and dabble in iiolitics. The strike in 
Silesia, in 1809, was supported by contributions from the 
confedemtion ; and still another, at EHth, in 1875, whieh at 
one time threatened to become general, was terminated only 
by the iutei-piwition of tlie military. 

The recent npheaval in this country has again set the 
Barae class of agilatore at work in Europe, and it will proba- 
J»ly be but a short time before tlieir movements will be re- 
■Tealed and their objects nnderetood. Intense interest pre- 
ftiled in Kussia and Germany regarding Cbo railroad strike 
1 America, and all their leading journals liave fulminated 
rticles and editorials upon the anbjeet. The old sot^ialia- 
E lenders &Y<i loud in their eulogies upon the class of peo- 
ple they are good enough to eall '* the martyred Mollia 
Ttaguires." To exhibit their sympathy with that body and ■ 
Nta companion association — the latter comfKised, in the Uni- 
ted States, of the scum of ci'oation, who stood at the fn^nt in 
the late troubles — they opened subscriptions in their favor. 
fit is flattering to their intelligence and sense of the fitness 
f things, however, that Ihe acatler-braincd, restless few in 
leir midst have not thus far succeeded in raising any con- 
hlidci-able sum for the nnsiiceessful Oommnne of America. 
I Nor is it probable, now that their schemes are known to the 
I'Clviiized world, that much more will be contributed. They 
I deserve nothing. It has been well said that communism is 
[ Bnothor term for scoundrelism. Viewing it in this light, the 
I'peopli of Europe are certainly correct in reftt6\w^ \\& ^q'm 
IWorld repreBentatlves money support. Comimuwft^w. \i.'M 
B/*//f aaemnes that the vagaboDd is aa goo4 M. \.Vve Vaas«.\ 



'86 WORK OF TIIE JMTERNATWNALB. 

I Iftliorer, and tlmt the laziest loiifer of the Blums has the hi 
claim tipLHi the more fortunate of mankind for iircad and 

■ drink, clothing, comfort, and pi-otection, that the indiistri- 
OUB, economical citizen has. There cannot exist a more 
cowardly doctrine than that all men have equal rights in 
property. Rights are obtained by rates of behavior. Tliey 
sre not inherent in man, but come through labor and 
thought. The repi-eaentativos of the Commune, if judged by 
this standard, cannot be made shabbier than thoy really are. 
They are, in their days and nights of power, cotifussed 
thieveu. They repudiate all relations with decent society— 
and decent society repudiates tliem— sneak in at your 

Ilituhen and filch from your larder wlien your back iB 
turned, and steal frtjm your hen-coop, or smoke-house, under 
' cover of night, when honest men ami women sleep. They 
I tell ns they miist have bread, yet earn nothing. They are 
«f the sort that have never done anything, and never will do 
anything from choice. Constituting the real and effective 
force hi all riots, they swarm to the theatre of fresh troub- 
les and hang about the purlieus of threatened cities, like 
unclean beasts and birds which sniff the scent of carrion in 
tlie air. They fatten on the misfortunes of their betters. 
They assume to load good men, and do lead them— to de- 
struction. They stood at the back of the Locomotive Uroth- 
erhood. Out upon them 1 They deserve only severe pun- 
ishment. Citizens of enlightened European countries do 
»well in refusing to sustain them with money. 
There is every reason for helief that, at the back of 
actors in the scenes I have to describe — when the curtain 
may be raised and the whole truth come forth — will bo 
found the inspiration, if nothing more tangible, of the 
Internationale — possibly the identical blood- red figure which 
"cried havoc and let slip the dogs of war" in Paris, in tbo 
day of Robospierre, in 1793, with a Dantnnawd a. "N^OTaS. va 
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his lientenantB — and ai;aiii, in the same city, in 1871. 
the rallyiiig-cry was, " Paris against VereaiileB." That ] 
am not aloiio in this liolief is evidenced by more than n 
oircu install CO. There appeared in the Philadelphia Timetf^ 
under date of August 5, 1877, a communication over the^ 
Bigiiatnre of " Intenmtioiialist," wliicli boldly coiifessed toj 
the starting of the troubles of the preceding month, wannlyl 
praised tiie Commmio, and concluded with ttie adniissioafl 
tliat all through the world there exiatB a seiTet, all-power* 1 
fill, ceaseless organization, which cannot bo suppressed; 
that two emperors and any number of kings have tried to 1 
Btifle it, but, like Banquo's glioat, it " will not down." This J 
organization is pledged to the abolition of wealth, the el&- 1 
Tation of the lowly. " Starting," as the oorrespoudeut says, I 
" ill Gonnaiiy twenty yeare ago, tlie creation of Karl Mar?i^ J 
it now counts its four millioiia of nienibers, forming a force! 
as large as all the standing armies of the world, and it Uf 
resolved to see justice done, though the heavens fall." 

When bloodftlied was stopped in Paris, many of that ei 
Commune sought refnge in tlie United States, and from that 
day to the i)re8ent, journals in various parts of this country ' 
have ctrcatatcd their peculiar views. ' It is certain that their 
societies have been gradually increasing, and that in the T 
mobocratic spirit, the outrage and pillage of July, 1877, are 
plainly seen the outcroppings of this foreign-born element) 
The police say that in New England there are few, if any, 
Internationalists; hence, no riots of any consequence. But 
Kcw Albany, Baltimore, St. Louis, Now York, Philadel- 
phia, Pittsburg, and Chicago, all have abundance of that 
sort of material. Again, a Paris corres|x>ndent, seeiningl^J 
well instructed in what he writes, has tiiis about the IiiteK 
bationale : " It is purely a secret oi-gaiiizatioi\, •«\tW b.^'MiM 
t^vaya Bativcly at work in Europe and t\\c A3u\\.ft*\. '^Va.'vs*, 
the sworn enemj o£ all iwlitiual instVUiUoua aa tiixft-j ■v\w« 
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exist. It is a standing conspiracy against progress, liberty 
and civilization the world over. Its leaders hate the gov 
emnieiit of the United States as heartily as thoy hate the 
controlling powers of Germany, France, or Russia. Oiiu 
of the members of the French Comrnnne has defined ita 
olijeotB, They are, atheism, matertaliain, the negation of 
alt religion. Its political programme is absohite personal 
liberty, by the means of the suppression of all goveruments 
and tim division of nationalities into comninncs more or 
leas bonnd together; and its political plan consists essen- 
tially in the dispossessionj without compensation, of the 
present holders of capital and the distribution of coin and 
other money to associations of woriimen. One of the lead- 
ing Internationa! i a ts of Paris recently boasted in ray hear- 
ing tiiat the American Republic would ere long be sup- 
planted by communism, and that, as there would then be 
no capital, there could be no further strife between capital 
and labor, concluding with a statement which, in the light 
of succeeding events, seems almost prophetic, tliat, having 
failed in Europe, their aim is now to repeat the savage 
scenes of massacre in republican America that visited 
Pun's in 1871. and on the ruins of her institutions to erect 
their own arbitrary rule." 

An organization, called the Knights of Labor, has re- 
cently attracted some attention in the coal regions of Penn- 
sylvania. It is probably an amalgamation of the Mollio 
kJlagnires and the Commune, In the vicinity of Scranton 
and Wilkesbarre two-thirds of the workingmen belong to it. 
Of the recent political combinations resulting from the 
strikes, I need say bnt little. They are to be expected. 
Tliey will have no benelicial effect. A few demagogues 
will be hoisted to the surface, and possibly reach position, 
and the men raismg tlicm np will find, when too late, that 
thej b&ve e^regioaaly blundered. The plaltovm mNogia 
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mbodics a few of the Internatiounltats' thooriea, with 
I morlerii inventions o£ a similar cliaractcr, which, inv 
B uatiu'e of tilings, will prove eitlieineral and delusive to 
I giving them raom in their minds and attempting to r&-. 
ICO tliem to practice. It domands that all the means of 
labor, land, machinery, railways, telegiMphs, etc., shall be- 
»me the property of the people, for the piirprae of abolish- 
llig the wages system, and substituting in its place co-opcr- 
I production with a just distribution of its rewai-da. 
t prescribes eight honra as a working-day, would prohibit 
brifloii labor by private employers, abolish all conspiracy 
nd asks the government to take exclusive control of 
hll industrial enterprises and detail their actual operation 
J the tradea-nnione for the good of tlie whole people. 
It is certainly true that the a<;itation iu labor circlea 
iring the past few yeara, under leaderehip of agents of 
^o Commune, has caused the outgrowth of numerous or- 
^uiKations, which, while working independently, have the 
Birae ultimate object in view, and propose to accomplish 
9ie same object, namely, the deatructiou of all government 
y the ballot, and if that shall fail, by foree, when the pro- 
opportunity arrives. Among these are the Ancient 
"der of United Workmen, Tbe Junior Sons of '70, and 
( Univci-sal Brotherhood. There are scores more, but 
;hese are samples of them all. In order to give the public 
idea of how ignorant workingmen are gulled and de- 
lved by a form of secret society whicli holds them toge- 
ther by a mysterious dread and fear, where their prejudices 
may be excited and their minds filled with a deadly antago- 

Inism t^inst all law and society, I caused one of my ojHinv- 
^ives to become a member of the ]aat-nanie<l society, th&' 
JTniversal Brotherhood, and am thus able to yi:***^^^ ^^ 
Ipntire riUiah 
L There ia nothing very Iiarmful in it. It \s &\m\A^ B.m«a 
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of the Billiest bosh imaginable. But men are initiated witii 
' all the iinpi'eEsivcncBB which myetory and fear uin giv^ 

and are subsequently held and controlled by these ooiiimii-- 
I nistic scoandrels who in eteaUh and secret cnntinuo their 
' vonapiraeies against civilization. 



INTRODUCTORY CEUBMOKIKS. 

" Tba Heraengcr will retire to the outer ooart, md see it there are anj 
rtrangeTB neekiiig admiaaion to our protective /old," 

The Mesenger retires to the outer conrt. 

Metieiijitr : — " Hooonible CommaDder, I End in the outer court Btian- 
gers, obilUron of ain and sorrow, who humbly seek odmiaBion into oui 
lUfsterlouB realm, and who nwiut jota orders." 

The Commander will oow proceed witb the initiatorj ceremonies : 

Commander: — "Brothota, there are strangera in the enter court, pilgrinv 
travelers, who have long wandered upon the desert wastes of the outer 
world, and now seek admisnioa to our sacred retreat. Shall wc kilinil 
those wnnderers ? " 

BrolJien, in macert : — ' ' None but true and tried men shall enter tbeaa 
snored preoincts. Prove them 1 " 

OommaruUr: — "Brother Messenger, yon wUl retire and prove tha 
if thej be tme aod tnistworth;." 

retires, aad propounds the following' qaestions to each : 

Jteutfiger .■— " Are you in perfect healtli ? " 

CiindidaU ;—" Yea." 

JitfMnger : — " Are you subject to any chronic or inherited disease that 
would shorten life ? " 

Gandiiiate ; — ' ' No." 

Metjengtr : — " Have any of your ancestors died of ootniumption, oajioer, 
dropsy, apoplexy, paralysin, or heart disease ? " 

CnndidaU; — " No." 

Me/mengir: — "Are you addicted to aay bobits that woold tend to 
■hortec Hfe or bring reproach upon our brotherhood ? " 

Oandidate : — '' No." 

IStitetiger: — " Do yon swear that your answers to these qnestisns ara 
iraef 
£bjtMiiU;—" Tea. " , 
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Memmger: — " Strangers, ahnnld ;ou swear falnety, you farfoit the boD' 
efit or onr brotherhood, and bear the mark of perjorf npoa your face all 
the dnya of your life. Strajigeni, do yoa Rweor perpetual allegiuioe to the 
Universal Brotherhood of tho world?" 

CawUdatt:—" Tea." 

.VruWRfiv.' — " Do 7on swear before God and these witneBsea that yon 
will keep siHiret and Inriolatc all the secret work of ChiH brotherhood .' " 

»(7anrfKia«.-— "Yes." 
3fa»engfr: — " I will retire and report yon to onr honored Commaoder." 
MesBenger returns to the ball and reports. 
Matmgtr: — " Honored Commiuider, the strangeia have taken the oath 
of allegiance to onr brotherhood, answered the qnestions satiBfautorilj, 
and await yoar pleaaure." 

Commander: — "Brothers, the sIrnngerH have oBaumcd the oKth of 
allei^ance and loyalty to our brotherhood. Shall we admit them to onr 

ISrolhert, in foneert :—" It is well. Bring them into the fold. " 

JUesBcnger retires to ante 'room to the iitnuigvrB. 

Mtfsenger : — " The candidates will now he presented severally to the 
ooort of mir honored Commander, where they will receive inatniclionB in 
the secret work of the brotherhood." 

The Steward now takes charjfe of the candidate. 

Tbe candidate is now led around tbe room blindfolded, and is made to 
believe be ia eoiog throngh narrow defiles, rong-b plaoes and over imoffi- 
nary hills ', is intercepted by robbers, and the life half scared ooC of him, 
when he i» halted and ordered to kneel at a coffin, in which is a wax 
Ggnre representing a corpse. 

The Steward will repeat tbe following as he proceeds : • 

Steward :- — "Stranger, let us proceed on our pilgrimage ; let ns leave 
the vales of ignorance and folly ; let us climb tbe hilln of diSloulty, and 
strive to reach tbe height of wisdom, where stands the temple of honor 
and lame. But it is a dangerous journey ; pitfalls abound on the way ; 
an II nguordcd step might plunge ns down a frightful chaam into the roarinff 
torrents and treocherons quicksands ; or a foolhardy venture might lead 
ns over a preclpio^, to be dashed in pieces on the rocks hundreds of feet 
below. Stranger, we are nearing the end of our first day's journey t« 
the paradise of onr UniTersa) Brotherhood. We can look across yonder 
dark, brood river to that fair land, tbe Eden of our hopes, the huven 
prepared for nt Far in the distanee wo can discern the domes and syires 
of the celestial city ; wb may catoh the gleam ot tbe eUnial. fta.'D^\^^, 
resplendent upon tbe pearlj t^ntea and the Bti«et« ot alimuig ^oXi.. '\». 
tb»t laud tbeze ia neilber s/cknew, nor aortow, not aj'oi%. ^isrv«W*A: 
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■ntamoT lot^na. kad the sanlight noTer dies. Stran^r, if jaa follow la 
the pathway marked out bj our honoreil order, yon wdl g-ain that hap- 
pier goal, nud be nnmhfred with thit might;: hoitt of oar UnJveml 
Brotherhood, iu thc^ reBlms of etcraal haiipmeiis beyond the shores of 
time. But let aa tiira to the right, and approach the cavern of that grim 
mesacnger fruni the regiotu of death, when: wg must take an cveriasting 
covetuuit, reoew oar vows, and Bwume the oblleatioDB of oar brotherhood." 

The Bkeleton will stand about ten feet from the ooffin at which the 
oaiulidate kneeh; it will bold in its right hand n book, in its left a dim 
taper ; while a dim blue light illumines the aoeae jiut enoogb to reader 
the Sgurc Tinible. Back of the fi^re is a black curtain, atretohed arcroN 
the hall, hiding the fnmitare of the hall. The brethren, all <iaA in blMck 
pnms ooverin^ the whole bod;, will stand around in a semicirola m 
witnenes of the oorenant and oath t n brother who ia an iiapreadTO 
reader will stand behind the skeleton and propanad the obligatiou in a 
■plema tone of voice. Perfect sileuce must be obBcrrcd during the whole 
oeremon;, 

The coDSn bears tha foUotriug inscription : " TOE TnAlToR'fl DOOM.'' 

In full view stands a gallows, with an efflgy suspended on a beam, with 
tUs iomriptioQ : " The Fate of PerjuterB," 

The Stevrurd will porfomi lut obeisance before the figure, and addtCM 
the skeleton as folows : 

Steieard :—" Drooil Hovereigo of mortality, a wandering stranger frottt 
tbe vale of mortality has approached the entrance of onrnuiTersitl domain. 
Be seeks WLsdom and eternal life ; he is seeking admiiisioD to oar protect- 
ing fold, and to be numbered with our Univemal Brotherhood. He wiU 
take an ererlasting covenant — take upon himself tbe vows and annm« 
the iron-bound oath of allegiance ba our daminioa and laws." 

SktUton naportAi.'— "Child of mortality, before you can enter the inner 
portals of oar mysterious realms, you must take upon yourself a binding 
obligation, and an oath to keep secret and inviolate all the private wodt 
of our brotherhood, and to observe and prnctirie its fraternal precepts all 
the days of your natural life. Will you take such an obligation ? Ton 
will elevate your right haad, and place yoar left upon the ooflin, and 
repeat after me : 

OBLIOATION. 

CommaTider anil eandidale :~'" In the presence of the Supreme Ruler 

of tbe Universe, I, , do promise, declare, and nny, I will 

never re»eal to any person or pereoas aoy of the secret work of the Uni- 
rertal Bmtberbttod. exoept to n brother, knowing him to ba auch hy 
unmiatakAble Mtgm. I wOl Dot write, col, c«.tto, or eogikva, a ■<««&, bwv. 
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or Ggnie pertsining to tbii woik, or aaase it to be done, lest taxy port 
thereof mig'bt be exposed. 

" I do now muke lui CTcrl&Bling corcDaot to tba Univeraot Brotherhood 
to obey its hiwB and priictice its preoepts aJl the dajB ol my natural life 

'■ 1 do BOlemoly affirm that I will aiuiat a brother in every time ot nood, 
and I will go to his rescue id time of peril ; that I will patronize, employ, 
aud Fnatein a brother iu all business oonoection in preference to all otbcra; 
that I will, to tho beat of my ability, rendet aid and support to all worthy 
brotheis within the sphere of my intercouTRC, in all buAinoas, comraeroial, 
Booial, and fraternal relations. I do positively affirm that I will not 
vrrong a brother, or any one of his family, in any way ; that I will appruM) 
him of approaching injury ; and advise, cnoooroge, and OABist hiui in time 
of misfortune and adversity. 

" I do further promise and declare that I will nut wmn^ this eommand- 
er7 or any members thereof ; that I will be obedient to ita laws, TuleH, 
•nd regulations ; that I will obey all mondatea ot the General Commiuider 
of this State, and o( the Supreme Commandery of the World. 

" I do further promise and declare, that in cose I should be guiltiy of 
a traDsgression ot the laws of thia brotherhood, I will Dheatfnlly submit 
to such penalty as the council of brethren will dictate, I do also affirm 
that, in case I should ever be subject to expulsion or Huspension from this 
brothcrbood, I shall. regard this covenant aa hiuJing ai while in full fel- 
lowship in the order. In atQcmation of this covenant and these obligations 
I pledge my most sacred honor ; and should I vrilfuUy violate them, may 
I be accursed ot men and wear the mask of perjury upon the forehead all 
the days al my life." 

Skdelon : — " Brothers, the stranger has taken the oath and made aa 
everlasting covenant with the brotherhood. lustrnut him in the myster- 
ious rites of our honored order." 

The candidate will be again led around the hall, while tbe brethren 
■ing tbe Initiation hymn. Ue will then be presented to the Commauder 
with tbe following introduction ; 

Sleieard : — " Honored Commander, a weary mortal from the outer world 
approaches the portal of our sacred retreat, and humlily seeks oilmission." 

Commander: — "Has tbe stranger taken the oath and made an ever- 
iwting oovenant with tbe brotherhood V " 
"He has." 
n, In eoiuiert, will tag: — " He hut." 
mmander: — " Stranger, we welcome you to our fold, tiuatuii yn5.\. 

n will be tme and tiiitbtal to our mystic ordot aU t\i6 iaja ol^oatXAa. 
Mtyfdeail, yoa have oa\r taken upon yourself u Bo\cmn oW\RBi.vo\\, ■w'^'.d 
ii..9^e/s6oaAf6aD,oreWodinganaimpriiBBivcthim(\ve\eenXoaOtv 
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isteTcd in our courts of jnalice. It invotres 7Diir honor, and integrity Mid 
Jour niniibood, and jour reiiutation oBaoitUcn (ldiI member of oar frifndir 
order; it ahoald he roganled ns the bond thnt connects ub oh n band of 
brothers ossocialed for mutual aid nnd protection. 

"Ton should henceforth regjird overj member of one order aa a trii 
nnd confidant. Yuu ithuuld bu Ui bim &d ally and present belp in 
time of need. Tou should aid. patronize, and employ a brother in prefor- 
GDce to alt others. Tou should be as regaL\r in attendance at meetings of 
this lodge as your basinesa relations will allow. Ue prompt id the pay 
ment of dues and in performance of all duties that may devolve njKm 
you. I would ndmoniHh you to eioroiso care and discretion in proposing 
candidates for membBrahip, lest wo Incorpomte with us persons who might 
disregnrd their obligdtions and bring reproach, disgrace, and diahonoi upon 
onr beloved order. I also enhort yon to retrain from the eipresBion of 
any poUtioBl or seotarion opinions. In discusidons suppress all personal 
hatfl or pirtioan prejudice which you may have entertained towards any- 
body. Let peace, bnrmony, and concord mark oui intercounie and prerafl 
in ail onr deliberations. Lot brotherly love, cbnrity, and nympatby be 
manifeHted in your daily walk. Be over ready and wQling to extend a 
helping hand to on unfortunnte brother. When the hand of disease folts 
heavily upon a brother, administer to his needs with tender sympathy 
and willing hands, should death invade onr circle and strike di 
o( our merobera, it will then become your duty to enshroud oc 
hrolher with the veEtmenta of the tomb, with sorroixiug hearts spread 
funeral poll over his bier, and boar the mortal remaiuB of our departed' 
brother to on borored grave. 

'' I will DOW iDstmot you in the signs, signals, solntations, grip, pass- 
words, eta , peculiar to our order. 

" The outer signal is one rnp oa the door. ' 

"The eountetsigo ia the word MuUUude. 

" The inside signal u one rap, two threes, and one oonn 
lev talulatioa. •' 

" Advance to the middle of the room, raise the right hand so that thft 
forefinger rests on the brow, left foot tbrown forward, and then bring th« 
hand down again alongside tbe right leg, making a bow to the Com- 
mander. 

" The grip is given with the right hand. The one ifiving the grip leta 
the forefinger go into the palm of the other's hand, and gives the sam* 
tape with tbe fiuger as you do on the inside door. Tbe answer to it ia tlM 
other party presses tbe hand. 

Uiere is also a salutation, which is: TIm eropa oto unHnrrkol ; tlw 
^i4* uwld u uw'ceraal. 
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" The pedl nignol ia randu b^ bringiog both baiulB in h'ont of the bodj, aa 
If engttged in prayer, kenpiog them togothur noil rttiainp them perpeudio- 
nlail; above the head. The auaver is, the right hand brought up, witl 
the tips of the fingers touching' the top ot the heaii. When joa ure going 
to a shop to look for work, shade joar ejca over the brow, as if ;oq were 
looking U a difituuce. The uuwei is the same ss if bruahinjf a &y off the 
right ear. 

" The cautiou signal is to brush the right hand down over the face from 
the top of the head, with the lingera eitended over the {ace to the chin. 
There is also a voting sign, which is made by forming a aemicirale with 
the right aim, with the fingers together and the thumbs inside of the 
h&nd. These are oU the aignalB and psasworda ased b; the order. 

'■ Let the straDger now be introdnoed lo our venerable Prelate, that he 
may listen to the words of wisdom and eternal truth." 

Sttieard .■— " A Btranger from the outer world, a pilgrim wanderer 
bound for the oeleatinl city, the abode of life ond inimortality, craves 
your fatherly connael and benediction." 

Prelate : — ■" My child, hearkeu onto the voice of wisdom, and give ear 
to the words of eternal truth. Your life is short, your days are nam- 
> ered ; therefore prepare for your departure to that mysterious land 
beyond the aboree of time. We are pi]grima upon this earth, bound for 
the paradise above, prepared (or our brotherhood tlmt they may dwell 
together in unity throughout the countless agen of et«ruity. 

" Hy chilli, the ceremonies observed in introducing you into this tTni- 
vetsal Brotherhood are duaignad to indelibly improes upon your mind 
the grand and noble principlea upon which oar order ia founded ; the 
steep and perilous ascenta, the dangerous chaams, pitfalls, and treoclierouiB 
quicksands. 

" I extend the hand of brotherly greeting, and invite the brotherhood 
hero present to do likewise." 



» CHAPTER Vni. 

THB BEOTHKaUOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENaiNEIXS. 

Teamts Slid commuiiists, ae cIbsscs, botli plnycd a protnl- 
nent part in the great strikes of '77. Trainpa, yjl\o Vvn-i 
nothing to iuee, in their phiiosophit-al way ewtevei. xi-^^^ra \X\^ 
rioting and plunder l*eeaiiBe it seemed to \)Q ^^ifi ot^«.t <:J 
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tiic day ; wliile the comriiimieta, wlio had lent their aid tOf 
' the turbulence, not to assist io redressing any partienlar. 
I wrong, Init merely for the purpose of precipitating a condi- 
I tion of tilings where they might wreak their vengeance on. 
I eouiety, canie to the frunt, ripe for any form of reckleEB 
i outlawry, and ready for arson and murder; but the great 
I moi-al reBponaibillty for the atriivcB and their vast traiu ot 
I disaetroos effects is certain to rest ujx)n the Brotherhood <^ 
Locomotive Engineere. 

This fact has been very gencmlly overlooked. Some few 
charges of complicity have been bivjnght against it, and 
many i-ailwaj officials have hold this belief, witliont beinji; 
able to find the proof, or give otlier grounds for their con- 
viction than that they knew from certain evidences, wliich 
did not amount to absolute proof, but which were convine- 
nig beyond qnestion, tliat this once powerful organization 
s responsible, nioi'e than all other causes and forces com- 
bined, for tlieae troubles. 

It will jirobably never be known just how far this reapon- 
Bibility extended ; but it can be pretty well defined when the 
simple fact is stated that railroad troubles, as a distinct class 
of labor distui'bances, never were known until after tlie 
organization of the brotherhood in 1SG3. There had been, 
1 of conrse, occasional local troubles arising from the tnrbu- 
\ lence of gangs of men employed in railroad construotion, 
I and infrequent misunderatandings which sometimes termi- 
[ nated in short-lived strikes ; bnt there had never been any 
I protracted uprising against railroad management until this 
L association had become un organized power. Ever since 
I that time the attention of the public has been ahnost con- 
stantly directed to the rise, progress, and termination of some 
form of railroad strike. So frequent have-thcy been, and 
P ao daring and impudent have railway employees become 
( conaeqaence of the spirit of iiiav\\>ordv\\al\oT\ Km-pwrtRA, 
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through tlie remarkable growth and dictatorial aasuniption 
of the Brothcrhtwd, thut it eould almost bo said that there 
has been one oontinuoiis Bei'Jes of Btrlkea ever since eaid 
orgaiiizatiun was effected. 

But, before going further into its history and a detailed 
account of its doings, it would seem to be in place to give 
a short sketch of the man who, above all others, has made 
the Brotherhood successful iu point of numbei-a, wealth, and 
influence, afi well as dangerous and contemptible in its arbi- 
trai'y exercise of a power as illegal as it is menacing to all 
railway and olher public interests. It is very certain that 
the organization is passing out of power and influence, and 
that it is tumbling to pieces of its own weight and the 
geueneral public condemnation which its acts have brought 
upon it; but this man, P. M. Arthur, its Grand Chief En- 
gineer, has enjoyed to so large a degree the clieai) glory of 
being ita luastcr-miud, and, as ho claims, having brought 
innumerable railway companies to terms tlirough the power 
at his back, which he has invariably used more to his own 
aggrandizement than in the Brothcrhotxi iuterests, that he 
would seem lo deserve a place in these recoi-da of the great 
strikes of '77. 

At the corner of Seneca and Superior streets, in Cleve- 
land, that most beautiful of American cities, is a long, thi-ee- 
Btory brick building, known as Sloss' Block, Tlio lower 
story is occupied by shops, between wliich, at the entrance 
to the stairway leading to the upper stories, one who is in 
the liabit of reading signs as a diversion would notice the 
following ; 

BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTtVE ENQISEEllS, 

BOO.MS A»D 10. 

If yott were of an inguii'iiig tui-n of m'm4, SR tw^ c.y«^ 
Uvea genei-nlly &re, or jf _yon had any 8pocia\ bwameaa aX-Oaa 
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hca(](jnarter9 deBigimted, yoii would climb the uarrow staii 

enter a pjeasaut hall, ou either side of which are lawyers* 

brokers', and iDsttrance ofHues, and, conttnuiiig to the ostreiua' 

I end, paeslDg a side entrance leading np from Seneua street^, 

I you would turn to your left and euter a very Bpauious apart' 

mont, not very elegantly furuiBhcd, but Btill having fine. 

appointments, and impressing you more with the air of a 

comfortable reception-i-oom than as an office. In one senaa 

it really ig bo, fur as there is little done here requiring many 

calleifi, the general business of the order being transacted 

throngh the mails and by telegraph, that appearance can be 

easily retained, the more easily as tliero is another room 

■ next it, inside of which, very carcfnlly and securely ar- 

[ tanged, is still another apartment, where all the secret work 

I. of the order is tr:insacted, and from which has emauatttd 

Linore annoyance to railway interests than from all other' 

f.9ourees that uan bo named. 

Seated at a tino secretary between two windows, wheit^ 

i ■winter and sunnner, there are always plants and birds, will 

Lbc seen the man who, for several years, has been a constant 

L annoyance and threat to i-ailroad officials thrunglioiit the 

United States and Caaadas. 

I can best describe him by comparing him in pei'sonal 

appearance with the great evangelist, Mr. Moody, and with 

iio disroBpoct to that eccentric individual. Take out o£ 

Moody's face, then, the low-browed, sullen-eyed, bull-dc^ 

I look; give him closely-cut, well-silvered Lair, instead of 

f glossy, almost black hair, and a closely-trimmed set of whia- 

1 kers, rather gray instead of glossj brown, wliich cover all of 

Itlie face eave the cleanly- shaved upper lip; give him, instead 

I of a fish-like, expreeaionless dark eye, a bluish-gray aye full 

I of light and animation, and, at times, of jollity and morn- 

¥■ merit f /wovide him with just as ruddy, though not so 

'^pnffy " a coinylexion, and rather one uKiwatmg b. moT* 
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Bacriliuiiig diet and a better habit; make him a triSs 
shorter, though pi-opoi-t ion ally jiist as Bulidly built; and 
then give to every motion of his form and features deuisive, 
determined action that reminds jon of euperb and finely- 
governed machiiierv, and you have the man before you,* 
Mr. Artliur was born in Paisley, Scotland, in 1830, and 
at tliia writing nearly forty-eight years of age. His father 
a ehawl mannfaetiirer in a modest way, but not to that 
extent which would permit of an extended education of his 
family. Shawls were manufactured entirely by hand in 
those days, and young Arthur would pi-obably have grown 
np in that tirade were it not that, when he was eiglit years of 
age, his mother died, and two years later his father came to 
Amerioa to endeavor to establish a business here, leaving 
tiie childi-en with an aunt to be eared for. A year or two 
:er his father sent for him, bnt there was some delay 
ut hia sailing, and his father set ont from America to 
ng him here ; bnt ho had been put in charge of a sliip^a 
icer in tho meantime, and while the father was returning 
Sctitland the son was aboard a vessel bound for this 
luntry. They passed each other in mid-ocean, and young 
rthnr never saw his father afterwards, as the latter siek- 
«ied and died before I'caching Seotlatid and was buried at 
fiea. 

Mr. Arthur states that this left him almost alone, and 
altogetiier dependent on his own resources, in New York, 
in 1843. lie finally found an uncle, one William Service, 
who was a straw-goods merchant at llOi William Street, 
who gave him a home and a good deal of work. Boco 
dissatisfied witii his employment and bis sun'oundings, he 
turned boy-tramp and strolled out into the interior of Now 

iurk State, to take whatever luck niig\it Viuug^Vwa. 
• See FtoatUpicoe, 
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At last he straggled into the qimtnt little Dutch town of 
[ JS^jflkajiitia, ill the Mohawk Valley, and Iheie fell iu with 
an old German farmer named Matt. Winiie, who was going 
to do woiidera for liim. He led young Arthur to bolieve 
that, work as hai-d ae ever he could, he could never possibly 
hope to earn liis "keep," ae he called it. The old fanner 
had a big farm, ran a brick-yard and dealt in timber, and ■ 
Artbnr found his work almost mora tlian he could do ; but 
he kept on and remained witli Winnc for several years, and 
then went to Schenectady, where he got euiplojtnent with a 
wholesale grocer named G-. Q. Carley, After he bad been 
in this grocery work nearly two years, ho purchased ahorse 
and dray with his savings, and turned drayman, which 
proved to him an unprofitable investment, when ho sold out, 
and after a little time secured his first employment fi-om 
any railroad company, in the repair-shops of the Schenec- 
tady and Utica (now the New York Central) Eailroad, where 
he was taken on as a " lielper," or a stout, handy young 
fellow to do anything and everything which might be re- 
quired of one wlio fiad no regular trade. 

After a few months of this sort of work, lie secured the 
position of fireman on the old "Benj. Marshall," a little 
single driving-wheel engine, John Wicks, engineer, who was 
afterwards killed in an accident where his engine jinnped the 
ti-ack. From the "Benj. Marshall" he was transferred to 
engine " 23," David Oxiey, engineer. This same David Ox- 
ley is now master mechanic at Ihe car-shops of the Illinois 
Central Hailroad, at Centralia, Illinois. He remained with 
Oxley about a year, when he was put on engine "49," 
Edwin Wcmple, engineer; and after firing two years and 
two montlis altogether, he got his iii'St engine, being given 
passenger engine " 16." From this ho was transferred to 
///e "Mechanic," hvm that to the " Pr^ivdeiiVj' b. \^e.tt.- 
K-Iiee/ engine i tJlcn to the "MoliawV," rqA ^\ie», 6\ic««»- 
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eively, to engines "Julin Bndgef<ird," "Edward 11. Joiies,'* 

^ and ihe "Cephas Maiming." Whilo running the latter 

' engine its name was changed to the " VVm 11. Vanderl 

Mr. Arthur ran tlie " Vanderliilt" until he left the New' 

Yi)rk Central Kaitroad, to attend, as a delegate, tlie Grand 

luternatiunal Divisiun of the Brotherhood, which was held, 

■ in Cleveland, on Febrnary 25, 1874, when lie waa elected 

to the oflice of Grand Chief Engineer for a period of three' 

years, lie was again elected to the same poeition and for 

the same term of office at the convention held in Boston, in 

, October, 18T7. 

I Of the Brotherhood itself, its original objects were nn- 

I doiibtcdly all that they should have been ; and to-day ifi 

, would be one of the most admirable adjuncts of railway' 

'. service were it confined to the dishnrBement of charity, tlia 

I strengthening of those ties of friendehip and common inter- 

^ est, and the mutual improvement and asaietanco, which 

I make any class of employees better men and more faithful 

i ill the discharge of their duties. 

j The primary organization was effected by the following 
engineers: E, Nicholu, F. Aver)', L. Wheeler, John Keri-^ 
nedy, T. Wartinouth, M. Higgins, B. Northrnp, Geo. 
i Adams, and W. D, Kobinaon, These men were all friendl 
and acquaintances — engineers on the Michigan Central, 
Michigan Soullieru and Northern Indiana, the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Baili-oads, and the American division of the 
I Grand Trunk Railroad — and came together at Marshall^ 

Michigan, in April, 1S63, as any number of friends, all iol-m 
} lowing a like avocation, might come together to form 
I helpful association. Mr. Arthur himself states that the 
L men had no idea that the organization thus started would * 
L develop into what it has, which is undoubtedV-j «. iwA.-, ^««%" 
[ on looking lip these men's cImraetevB, 1 Vii\4 XXvaX. ^^\fc•i ■«««» 
wersoaa of kind hearts, gixKl purpose, a.\\4 %o iwv\'&.v\ « 
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their cftlliiig tliat \\wy would have contemplated the k\\&v 
acter of such an order as now exietB with niter dismay. 

These engineei's framed a coiistitution and bv-Iaws oin- 
bodjiiig the fnndamental prinuiples of the order, and pro- 
duced an obligation whiL-h was snbBeqnentJj' ehangcd to a 
most terrible oath, which will be f^iven in a snisceedini; 
chn|iter. 

Tlie form of assooiation ae tlien effected proved wonder- 
fully popnlar, and the organization of divisions on different 
roads was a work of the greatest ease. Wlien this had been 
Bomcwliat advanced, a convention was cnllod and delogatca 
Bent fiwn each division, who met at the hall of Division 1, 
Detroit, Aiignat 17 and IS, 1863. The headquarters of the 
Detroit Division was then, and ia now, at ixxim 23. Mnrrill 
Bloek, at the corner of Jefferson street and Woodwai-d 
avenue. 

Tliia convention, on the 8ec(»nd day of its meeting, 
founded the order and gave it the name of the Brotherhood 
of the Ftmtboard, and elected W. II. liobiuson Gi-and Chief 
Engineer. 

At the convention held the next year, in Indianapolis, tha 
name of the order waa changed to tlic Brotherhood of Loeo- 
niotive Engineers, and it was onici-ed that the annual con- 
ventions should be termed Grand International Divisions. 

To illustrate how popular the order was at that time, and 
show its rapid increase, it ia only necessary to instance the 
fact that when the convention met at Indianapolis, only one 
year after the Brotherhood was faii'ly on its feet, it was 
foimd that sixty-seven divisions bad liccn established, and 
that a membership of over sixteen hundred engineers had 
been secured. 

The progress of the order for a pei'ii td of several years was 

flatterinjir and really I'enmikable. So long aa it remained 

^■iatiott for the mutual beuctit ot \t8 iucm\«iv». 
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was condacted upon tlie principleB which ordinary diaritable 
associationB are Bupposed to be founded, it reoeived both 
the earnest enconrageinent of the railroad aulliontioa and the 
public press. It was everywhere wcicoined as one of those 
oi'^nizatiouB which cannot but elevate and improve its 
nieinbci-fl. Wherever its eonventioiis were held the uiiizens 
weluomed its delegates, railroad companies furnisiied thein 
with free traiiaporlation, and newspaper men made uniieual 
efforts to give full publicity to tlieir pi-oceedini^. And 
tliis state of things wotild have been certain to continue had 
not its leadere become eventually possessed with a greed for 
perwinal aggrandizement, and a desire to use the power that 
the rapid wealth and swift increase of numbers gave. 

At the BfRStou convention of '66 a i-esolution was passed 
Authorizing the publication of a monthly journal, to be 
[clusively devoted to the interests of the order; and there 
raa accordingly established a magazine, called 7'he lirother- 
hood of Zocomotivd An/jineen' Monthly Journal. Tlie 
anpervisioii of its jmblication was vested in the gmnd ofli- 
uere ; and the magazine, though of limited interest, h<is liad 
a large circulation, both among memljei-s of the order and 
among railroad officials, whose interest in it of late yeare 
has been solely that which has been created by alarm. 

tls the early part of '77, when the order had the largest 
einbci'ship, although it had for some time been waavn^ln 
ptvsfferity, ft was known to have tipwavda oi \e\\ >L\iQ\HJKwi)i 
wewbei'3. lu October, '76, the meiiiV)cre\up aVu^A^X-Vi^W 
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iand about one hniidred and fifty initiations were known to. 
have tfikeii place during the succeeding year. 
It was claimed bj the oHer that over ninety per cent of 
fill the skilled- engineers of the United Stales and Canndaa 
were members. I hardly credit this, for the simple reason 
that, in many instances where the ufHt^rs of railways have 
made a (wrsistent fight against the dictation of the order, 
wliich in time grew intolerable, and my services were had 
foreecnring engineers to take the place of discharged or 
Striking Brotherhood men, not only was the nnraber requir- 
ed alwa^'s avaihLble, but hundreds more than were needed 
could in every case be secnred. These men were not ainar- 
teiim, bot were skilled engineers; and when it is borne in 
mind that, although the Brotlierhood at one time had men 
on railroads in every state save Florida, there was no rail- 
way ill the country whose engineers were all Brother- 
hood men, their claim would seem to be altogether un- 
founded. 
^L The officers of the organization which for nearly ten 
^K years the association has been conducted mei-cly to support, 
^t we the Grand Chief Engineer, First Grand Engineer, 
Second Grand Engineer, First, Second, and Third Grand 
Assistant Engineers^aGrandGuide, and a Grand Ohaplain. 
Tliree of these are salaried. The Grand Chief Engineer, 
P. M. Arthur, since '74 receives, it is stated by membei's, 
$3,000. He only admits to receiving $2,500 annually, and 

>all expenses entailed through travel, establishing Bubdivi- 
■«ions, conducting strikes, bullying railroad ofliciala, and the 
like. The First Grand Engineer lias charge of the editorial 
work of the Monthly Journal, and is a general assistant to 
tte former officer, being vested with like powere, so far as 
regular office business is concerned, during his absence, lie 
receives a 6a]ary of $2,000 per year. The First Grand Aa- 
Bi'stant Engineer holds the poaition oE ftie Bro^iisi'cVQoa:* 
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financial officer, and also receWca a salarj of $2,000. Thus 
it will be seoii that, when ihe varioiis eKpeiises of bd exten- 
sive an organi«ati(in are grouped — the allowances for tlia 
buudreds of items in tlie hands of men who have got aa. 
oi-der like this by the throat for the purpose of being su; 
ported, whiob cannot but be enormous, and are added to-^ 
tlie large cost of Bustaining strikes and the yearly expendi- 
tui-o for salarieB, this most important brancli of railway 
employees Is famously taxed for the simple privilege 
being led, or forced, into repeated collision with employers, 
of being surrounded by a constantly demoralizing influence, 
Trhich from its very nature antagonizes their own and their 
employers' interests, and which in nearly every instance &k 
tlie end of the year leaves them not only out of pocket tot 
the extent of their fees, but the amount lost by many week^ 
and sometimes montliB, of self-imposed idleness. 

One feature of the Brotherliood, in theory at least, will' 
command nnivereal respect. This is its insurance depart- 
munt, which was established in '07 ; or ratlier an associatioa 
of that kind was then formed, which subsequently became; 
A department of the organization. In that year Frantt. 
Abbott, an engineer of the Now York and Erie road, issued/ 
a circular to the different divisions of the lirotherhofwl, ro-' 
questing all those divisions favoring some plan of insurance- 
to send delegates to Port Jervis, New York, for tlie purpose. 
of effecting such an association. A large number respond- 
ed, and the matter was got under way in December of that 
year. This plan of insurance was simply this : On the death 
of any member of the association, to issue notice of the same 
and order an assessment of one dollar on each member. All 
membora of this association wore Brotherliood men, and it 
was finally incorporated intheorder. Before this, Kowevai, 
it had aiiSereii a loss of above twelve t\iowftttiU*i i^JOvat* ti 
oncers appmpri&ting that amount. 
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It IB Btnteil that iiearlj' a iiiil]ion dollars has been paid 
ont to the widows and orpKniis of deceased engineers. I£ 
BO, ft good work has been ai^uomijlished, whatever has been 
the mniiiier of doing it. But if all this Ims been d<Hie, it 
was some time since, for lecoiit facts have come to li^lit 
which show that though assesBineiits have been repeatedly 

» increased, payments of this kind have been continually less- 
■eiiing in number, as well as decreasing in amount. 
It is claimed by Mr. Arthur that the Brotherhood is in 
no sense antagonistic to railroad interests; hnt in the Hams 
bi-eath he lays down the following as its i-egnhitious govern- 
ing the action of Its members in cases where strikes are 
»inaugm'ated, or where such misiniderstandings arise as are 
liable to precipitate strikes in cnse the demands of the dis- 
affected Brotherhood engineers are not acceded to; 

If engineers are not receiving commensurate wages, or 
arc notified that a reduction in wages is to be enforced, op 
if from any other cause they liavo become diasatisfied, they 

^£^Et meet in their division lodge and discuss the matter. 
In case a majority decide tliat the " grievance " Bhonid 
become a matter of protest, a committee is appointed to 
wait upon the proper officer of the road and make the com- 
plaint, or Buch eoniplaint is made in writing and submitted. 
If it is refused attention, or if it receives attention and tha 
demand contained is refused, the power of the division is 
exhausted, and the "grievance," with a full history of what 
action has been taken by the division, is then referred to 

^4he Standing Committee on (Grievances, or the General 
■Grievance Committee, as it is called. 
This body, which is composed of tliirteen members, and 
which is something in the nature of a high court of appeal, 
is appointed annually by the Grand International Division, 
and js comjKwed of twelve members of the Brotherhoud, 
gciwrail^- selected with a view to t\ie \\n\v3i;\.aute \o Ww 
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f order of the railroad liuea on which they arc employed, the 

I thirteenth member bcin^ the Cxcand Chief Eiijjiiicer. This 

[ places the determining vote, in ease of a tie, always in the 

I liands of the latter, and in I'cality makes that personage the._ 

enpremo dictator, as he certainly has been siuee the pnaUl 

tion has been ocenpied by Mr. Arthur, 
I This General Grievance Committee is called together at 

I Cleveland, and occupy the inner guarded ro<jui within the 

[ Eeeond apartment of the general oflieea before referred to, 

[ and are supposed to inquire into the merits of the grievance 

I Bnbmitted by the division. If it is considered gioinid- 

I less, or should it appear that it wonld be a poor policy to 

I force the matter upon the railroad company, the division 

[ which has appealed has no further recourse. But if a 

I majority of the committee conclude to force an issue, the 

[ Grand Chief Etigineer is em]>owered to piticeed to the com- 

I pany's headquarters, and with all the ]x>wor of persuasion, 

L or all the force of tlireats, seetire for tiie engineers of Uiftir^ 

I road the demanded concessions. 

I If the company cannot be bullied into granting thetn 

I the Grievance Committee, wliich has remained i 

I awaiting the result of the efforts of the Gmnd Chief Eiigt- 

I neer, again act ujjon the matter, and if it is decided to make 

I a fight, a strike is at once ordered, and the whole power of 

I the Brotherhoiid — which of late years has meant inlimida- 

I tion and violence, as wotl as a most reckless use of moucy 

I where it was necessary, and the wildest of promises whera 

I tlie latter would answer — ai-e brought into requisition I 

I make the strike a success. 
1 Of the scores of strikes previous to the great strike o£ 

I '77, precipitated by the Brotherhixid, probably those of the 

Boston and Maine Railroad, and the PKUswXeV^Vwi. ^»\^ 

Jieadhig Railroad, were the moat iin\ioi:\JiT\l, «a "w*^ *s. '&v^ 
-most disastrooB to the order, for tViey \io\,\\ \\\viB.'ye%.\fiA. "Ot 
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silly bomhast and pretension, as well as tlic utter insigiiifi 
(»inee, of tlie order when it eaiite in collision with railway 
ofticiala who were possessed of dignity, decision, and ac- 
tion. 

Of the strike on the first-raentionod lino, which occurred 
February 12, '77, the facts were as follows: The pay of 
all employees on that road np to '76 had been steadily in- 
creasing for the previous fifteen years, so that tliey wore 
then receiving from sixty to seventy per cent., according to 
grade, higher wages than they received in '62. The per 
diem was from $2,50 to $.3.50, with an additional eiim of 
twenty-five cents per day, which was withheld until tiic 
close of each Ihree months, and then paid as a bounty to 
all thoao who coidd present a clear record On acconiit of 
a general falling ofF in the business of the road, and an 
imperative necessity for comprehensive retrenchment, an 
order was issued, to take effect January 15, '76, reducing tlie 
salaries and wages of all oflicera and employees ten per 
cent. This left the sixty-seven engineers on that railroad 
i-eceiviug from $2.25 to $2.90 per day, which was still from 
fifty to sixty \>(sr cent, more than was received by the same 
class of employees in '63. An effort was then made by the 
engineers, nearly all of whom were Brotherhood men, to 
pet the order rescinded so fai' as they were concenied ; but 
the ofticere of the road would not yield, and there the mat- 
ter rested for nearly a year, during which the Brotherhood 
had inaugurated and carried out successful strikes^some 
of them, and notably tliat on the Grand Trunk Kaih-oad, 
with gi-cat injustice and cruelty — on the Central Ilailroad 
of New Joreey, tlic Georgia Ilailroad, the St. J^iiis and 
Cairo Narrow Gauge, and the Grand Trunk, which had 
filled the members of the order all over the country witli a 
,^ood deal of self-confidence and bravado. 
g| Animatod by this feeliug that they cov\\A «wiora.^\aV 
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nt what they liked, during the latter part of March, TT, ' 
Brotlieriuxid eiigiiioere on the Boston and Albaiiy road, 
lugh their cotinnittce, submitted to the conipanj-'s ofti- 
what was hi effect a demand for a letnrii to the old 
le of wages BO far as eriginoers and firemen were con- 
liavitig already enlisted the latter class througli 
iromiaes of compelling au increase of their wages. 
President White, after reading the paper, told the com- 
ttee that he had no authority to act ; but if they desired 
an Immediate answer, ho could only say that, as far as he 
concerned, he could not comply with the demand, and 
lit certain that no enconragement whatever would be 
ven them from any source. 

Upon this termination of the interview, Arthur was 
lolegraphed for, who, upon his arrival in Boston, immedi- 
ately penned President White a note, in which he stated in 
grandiose manner that he did not come " in the 
Spirit of coercion and dictation, but as a mediator," to sct- 
the matter, and rcqnesting, in an offensive way, an inter- 
iew. President White, holding quite a different view of 
"r. Arthur than Mr. Arthur did of himself, very properly 
declined U> have anything to do with him, not being able 
to understand how the business of the Bostfin and Maine 
Toad was in any way identified with the business of Mr. 
Arthur, who resided in Cleveland, and occupied a fat posi- 
tion merely because it pleased several thousand working- 
men to support him in idleness. 

This resulted in a modified form of a demand being pre- 
ited by the engineera, in which were enil>odied proposals 
ipy much more modest than those previously submitted, 
id another long interview ensued, during whicli the mem- 
iraof the committee stated that if tUelt Aevwaa^'i "WCTft-w*- 
fneed, a atrike of every engineer on tVie TO&i. "«o\^4\vt ^^a 
reaa/t Jfo desire for further time ioi coTis.\ieiaX^ox\ ■«%»>«*-- 
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pressed bj any one, »nd it was tacitly understood that tlia 
decision arrived at was final. 

The engiiieera, under Arthur's ni&nageinent, im mediately 
prepared an ulliniatum embodying allof tbe demands whiuh 
had been previously made. This was aiibmltted on the 
twelfth of February, and stated that unless their dctiiandft 

i were submitted to by fonr o'clock iu tlie afternoon of the 
same day, all of the companies' engines would be brought to 
S Gtandstill at that hour; and at the same time an oi-der 
was issued by the committee to every engineer upon the line 
to stop work promptly at four o'cluck, wherever tltat hour 
mAghtfind them, and there to hold their engines for a jreriod 
of two hours, iinlesB a telegram signed " G. W. Stevens," to 
the effect that all was " settled," sbonld be received. But if 
Bueh telegram should not he retreived, to " blow your boiler 
out and abandon your engine." 

But the officials of the Boston and Maine road were not 
quite ready to transfer the management of their business to 
either Mr. Arthur or the Brotherhood of Ixxiomotive En- 
gineers, and Superintendent Furber had made such arrange- 
ments as prevented that requirement, even for a short time. 
Promptly at four o'clock, wherever a passenger train waa 
stopped there was found a skilled engineer to take the 
' place of the striking Brotherhood man, and with very little 
trouble and delay every train then out was run to its desti- 
nation ; and the subsequent passage of regular trains, with 
' the exception of freight trains, was very slightly retarded) 
' BO prompt and vigorous had been the action of the ofHcen 
of the road, 

Arthur and the Brotherhood engineers were greatly dis- 
mayed at their quick defeat. Thoy fondly thought to 
brhig the Boston and Maine officials humbly to their feet, 
and a howl of defeat was everywhere heard. Tliero was 
only one thiug now tn be done. That «»& to \>t\w^ \\vxa_ 
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Teqnisition the same system of "bulldozing" and intii 
dation which lias disgraced every btxly of atrikera that cvep' 
were j^ot togetlter. Tliia was found ueeloss, as the oDiciala 
checkmated tlic Brothci-hood Ijy an effcotive use of iK>lic8,, 
ftiid every man who took the place of a striker was i/ior-i 
ougJdy profected. The iiost move of Mr. Artlmr wi 
Bqiiaiider the Bi-otherhood's money in buying off every man 
poeeihle who presented hiin»elf as a "scab" or substitute 
for strikers. This had the effect of annoying the manage* 
ment of the road somewhat, but inside of two weeks every- 
thing was iTinning smoothly, and the Bi-otherliood had 
Buffered its first overwhelming defeat. 

Now, to illustrate the fcKilishness of this man Arthur, it 
is only necessary to state the fact that, hi less than ten dayt- 
after ho had publicly boasted in Boston that tiy a wave of 
his liaud lie could stop the movement of every railroad train 
in America, he was left in the humiliating position wliei-e 
he could contemplate hia own littleness, where he could 
ponder over having squandered thousands of dollara of ttia 
JJi-otheriiood's money, ostensibly collected for the benefit of 
the helpless widows and orphans of engineers; wliere he 
conld realize that lie and hia society, through thuir dictation 
ftnd tyranny, had thrown ont of employment sixty-.seven 
wen, the larger number of whom had been in the steady 
employment of the Boston and Maine I^ilroad Company 
from ten to thirty j'ears, and who were now reduced to the 
unenviable pnsition of being ohiigod to bog work of other 
Bompanies, with the discredit attaching to them of having 
participated, and failed, in one of the most criminally fool- 
ish and reckless strikes ever known. Not onc-fonrth of 
these men have since secured eniploymcnt ; the pledges of 
the Brotherhood, that they should be awalB-uxfti!! \i '^■«!^^ 
failed, have all been broken ; and inauy oi \\\»i%& &(\\\^^ 
aro to-day uttcily without enppovt tot \.\\cW!.s>^n'S» ct 
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f -their families, suffering fmni one of tbe most ernel and ar« 
bitraiy organizations Uiat can be imagined; for it has in- 
I diiued good men to add to its power and iiiSncnce, urged 
j tbcm into an antagonism towardfi their employere whicli 
I tlirew tliem out of work, and then, wlien they were helpless, 
bad utterly desei-ted them. 

The trouble on the Pliiliidelphia and Reading Railroad, 
in April, '77, resulted quite as dieastronsly to the then dis- 
oi^anizcd Brotherhood as did the strike on the Boston and 
Maine road. 

Certain infoi'mation liad been placed Jn the posseesion of 
Mr. Franklin B. Gowen, the president of tbe road, tliat a 
Bti'ike for higher wages by all the regular trainmen of the 
main line and branches, uuder the management of tlie 
Brotherhood engineers employed on the Bltiladelplila and 
Beading road, was to shortly take place. 

In the minds of Mr. Gowen and the directore of UiD road 
there was only one way to meet this danger. The insolenoo I 
, of the Bivtherbwd threatened to desti-oy all security and 
safety in raih-uad management. Nearly every railrwid ia 
America had felt its demoralizing influence, and their offi- 
cere trembled when they heard its ominous niutteringa, A 
fight must sooner or later coiiie, and with all that fearlesa- 

Iuesa and keen calculation of results which characterized Mr. 
Gowen, in his splendid and victorious battle with those 
pests and disgrace of modern civilization, the Mollie Ma- 
guiies, he at once determined to grapple with this still moi-o 
insolent aiid dangerous orgauizatiou, whatever the conse- 
quences might be. 
By openly challenging all the power of this most powei^ 
■ful order, the Philadelphia and Reading road performed a 
duty to the general public which in its extent can hardly 
be eetJiiiated. It is beglnniug to be realized, but at that 
ti'nie it was oalj faintly appreciated, lla ■mattag©\a«M\.^ia^ 
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mimosity towardB tlie Brotherhood ae & society, any mora 
■ tliaii it conld hnve towards a uhiirch sewing- circle ; but tiiey 
I felt Uiat tlie constant menace which existed, as the qrgani- 
ttetion was conducted by Mr. Arthur, not only towards tiieir- 
K'^individual intei-eets, but to all railroad interests, had l>ecoino 
■•Biinply unbearable. As Mr. Gowen put it, ho preferred a 
J precipitation tif the woret that, could come, and that at once, 
pto a continuation of the company's business with this DamO' 
clean sword hanging over it. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Company, which impera- 
tively demanded the withdrawal of all the engineers who 
wished to remain in its employ from the Brotherhood, did 
not make this demand without proposing to provide al! of 
and more than the Brotherhood's helpful features. It 
agreed to contribute $15,000 to a life insui-aiice fund, arid 
$10,000 to an accident fund, both for the benefit of the 
employees of its road. To the life insurance fund engineere 
I lahould pay $2, conductore and firemen |,1,25, and brakeincn 
Kf 1 each per month. In the event of death, tlic families of 
B^oee who had contributed $2 per month would receive 
^■$3,000; of those who had paid $1.25 per month, $1,000; 
'ifciid of ihoee who had given $1 per month, $700; payraeuta 
V|o be made within one month after the decease of the em- 
ployee so insured. To tliose dismiBsed from the service of 
Sic company, the amount contributed would be returned, 
Wid participation in the benefits of the fund would immedi- 
lately cease. To those voluntarily leaving, nothing would be 
Vieetunied, and their interest in the benefits wonld also end. 
|In the accident department, those paying into the fund fifty 
!ent» per month would I'eccive $6 per week \vhon they were 
jdlsHbled ; thoeo contributing seventy-five cente per month 
yonld receive $9 weekly ; and tUoRB g\'JU\g%\.'^x "tftow'&i. 
rere to be paid $12 weekly. In no caae,\\o'«CiNCT,'«'aft'^"'i 
^ment to be eontiijued longer than s\x Kio\\\.\v9.. ^'i- ■«** 
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talao provided tlmt the $25,000 endowment., and the inonevs 
received fioiji cuiitribiitors, were to be pia«od in the hands 
of ttie prceidcnt and cashier of the Fanners' National Bank 
of Heading, who, with Mr. Gowen, should act aa trnsteea oi 
the fond, and who were also required to submit an annual re- 
port showing a full statcnient of receipts and disbursements. 
I the eonipanj' to pay all expenses for clerical assistance. 
Now, any ratioiml man cannot bnt admit that this pi-opo 
sitiun took from the Brotherhood all opportunity for com- 
plaint that this company in particular had no regard for ita 
employees save in the light of rolling-stock and machinery. 
It provided everything that the Bi-otherhood pmvided, with 
tlie single exception of the power to strike and dictate terms 
to a raili-oad company for conducting its own business ; and 
right here was the rub, 
Aft«r the company had perfected this plan, its General 
Hanager, Mr. Wootten, immediately issued a notice to all 
oniployecB, and especially directed to the engineers, explain- 
ing the proixjeition of the company as to insurance endow- 
ment, and stating that all engineers who desired to remain 
»in the employ of the Philadelpliia and Reading r<iad mnat 
withdraw fi'oin the lirothei'luwd ; and that their remaining 
on their engines after a certain designated date would be 
construed as an indication of their aci^aioscence in the 
requirements of the company. 

This was decisive action, and it was Iraand to bring about 

» decisive i-esults. 
The Brothei-hood engineers, who had never before been 
Called upon to swallow so bitter a pill aa ihey conceived 
this to be, met at once ; and, with their usual insolence and 
assumption of power, under direction of the great mogul, 
Arthur, issued a notice, not only to engineers, but to all 
trainmen oi the ivmi, to stop work at twelve o'ttWb, n\id- 
Ji^ht, on the I4th of April, 1S77. 
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Tlirongh the Borvices of my agencies, the Philadelphia 
and Reading Coinjiaiiy were aa well prcimrcJ for lliio anti- 
cipated action as it was possible to Ije, and to the deep cha- 
grin of the Brotherhood, which made a more desperatu fight 
llian they had ever before made or will ever again make, 
not a single passenger ti-ain waa stopped, or even delayed. 
Before they had scarcely left their engines, these misled 
and dclnded men found their places filled — in most iiiBtanccs 
by engineers quite as skilled niid capable aa themfielves; 
wliile a large number of experienced firemen were histantly 
promoted to engines, which they handled with consummate 
skill and coolness under the trying circnmatances. 

To cniinteract tliis, the defeated Bratlierhond organized 
numbers of firemen and Lrakemen into what they termed a 
BMbsidiary " Union," and led its membora to believe that hy 
degrees they should be admitted into the Brotherhood, which 
promised every man who could bo persuaded or intimidated 
fn)m work, or who had come from a distance to accept 
work and could be bought off, the same sum per montli to 
remain in idlonoas as the company would pay to them 
should they retain their places, or accept positions offered 
them. 

It is needless to add that in no single inatance were tlicse 
reckless promises kept. 

Notwithstanding every force and power which the Broth- 
erhood could muster, the running of the i-oad was bnt a 
very little impaired. Tlie moit trouble was experienced on 
the Catawissa branch, extending from Port Clinton to Wil- 
linmaport. Many of the striking engineere lived at Cata- 
wissa, and they insulted, armoyed, and thmatencd the men 
constantly, and on several occasions were barely prevented 
from mobbing them; bnt the coiDpanj mavtiAWii v\Si ^jtJC\*a4 
force, and, like the Boston and Maine voa*\, iwcw^c^ ^'^si* 
aewtaeu verj thorough protection. 
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To illustrate how powerless these discharged Brotherhood 
engineei'B and tlioir eympaihlzers were to consummate tlieir 
threatened destruction of engines and otiier pi-oporty of the 
coiniiany, and liow simple a inatt<;r it is at any time for' 
railway corporations to throw off utterly and forever thw 
miserable and constantly threatening yoke of insolent boiidr 
age, it is only necessary to state the circnmstaiice, now iif_ 
matter of railroad liiatory, that no importance whatever] 
Bhould be attaulied to the etatoment in the newspapers that 
a large number of engines had been burned, and thereby 
rendei-ed unfit for service. The bare fact of tlie matter is 
that but one engine out of tlie hundreds in use was disabled' 
dnring the entire trouble, and that the cost of its repair 
insignificant and trifling. 

Tliei-e was, of coui-se, some trouble and delay conaeqneDt 
upon the general excitement and inexperience of a number 
of the new traiuinen. This, however, was but temporary, 
and in a short time it was evident to all tliat the Bi'other? 
hood had a second time, and that within a period of twat-l 
months, experienced a defeat that was both disgraceftil and' 
crusliing. 

And now for the result of all this rceklessineBS. No^. 
half a dozen of this largo body of men, who were as com- 
fortably situated as men could wish, have been able to se- 
cnre employment aiTico they bo shamefully deserted 
Being out of employment, tlje Brotherhot>d has pj-oven itsel£ 
aljfiolutely i)owerIcs3 to furnish anything but tlie most pal; 
try assistance, which came in driblets and pittances of \\a_ 
eartlily help, and which were in fact an injury, as they 
served only to build a hope tliat more substantial recogni- 
tion of their loyalty would be forthcoming, and pre-' 
vented their taking up otlier work until these misled 
liad reached & condition of abject want awd ftttSevm" . 
This is no imagmary picture, nor is it a caveVeBa t^^toavs. 
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based on iiisuffieieot iiifonimtion. The public need not go 
beyond tlic possionato appcula fur iLld iniido by dolegutea to 
the Grraod Iiitemational Division held at JJostou on the 17th 
of October, '77. 

They stated that these Philadelphia and Heading en- 
gineere, who had strnuk and whom the Brotherhood had 
pledged its sacred htinor to sustain, bad lost tlieir homes, 
liad Itad their funiilies broken up and scattered, many or 
tlieir children being eiihjects for alma; that, thro ngh the 
disconragement that had come upon them, others had 
merged into loafers and drunkards, while still others wei-e 
forced into becoming tram[)s and vagrants. 

Every phase of human Hufifering and despair was shown 
to have been endni-ed by these men, and, after most piteous 
begging and pleading, this great braggart brotherhood waa 
finally induced to voU the amounts promised. Up to this 
tirae they have not been paid, and the rapid dismember- 
ment of the order will undoubtedly prevent such payment 
ever being made. 
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CHAPTER X. 

EX70a£ OF THE BROTaKEUOOD OF LOOOMOTIVB 
EN01NKEK8, WITH SOUE AOOOUNT OF THIC GEAND INTER- 
NION OF LOOOMOXrVE FIliKUEN AND TUB NOTO- 
BlOtrS TEAINMES'a UNIOS. 



I BAVH been able to ascertain that the securing of an 
icreosed membership for a Brotherhood lodge is more often 
a matter of policy than gaining good men for the organiza- 
tion, or tor bettering men who need bettering, as Mr. Arthur 
80 strenuously claims is an important feature ot\I&ft wicx. 
When a lodge ie esfafaliahed, the first anA ouX^ Q"o\iiyA. ot 
tlie charter members is to quietly and rap'iAY^ fteiMito * "K^v- 
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trailing influence among engiiieoi-s on tUo line or 1 
where the lodge may bo in operation. No doubt there hu 
beou an offoit &t the beginning to plaue the matter in iIm 
hands of engincei'S of the greatest inSnence and beat stand 
tug; but after lliis inndi has been acuompliahcd, the nnly^ 
object l)e;ond is tu ereate power from numbers and secrc 
organization. 

The point is eimply to bring abont a condition of thin 
Vfhere, when any diftiunlly occurs between the manage ' 
nient of a railroad company and any of its employees, tliere 
Bball be found in this Brotherhood organization sufficient 
power to control tlie final eottlement in some manner thronglt ■ 
which the order shall be the gainer, and go that the com-'fl 
pany ehuU be compelled to concede its right, and if not il 
rigbt, its power, which is still more effective, to both contro 
and dictate. 

The benefits to be derived fi-oni organization, aEsociation^'^ 
mutual aid, fraternity, provision for families in case of &cci< 
dent or death, ai-c the inflneiiccB fii'st used to approadi non- 
Brotherhood engineers for the purpose of getting tlicra 
within the oi-der. 

It is simple enough to see liow powerfnl tliese are to ma 
whose profession is so dangciuns as that of the cngineorj^ 
•«nd it is no discredit to these brave and earnest fellows that! 
lliey are anxious to make some such provision as the Brolher-'l 
hood so temptingly guarantees. This is the bait tlirowoa 
out. After the lodge has been established, all this gnise of ■ 
good fcllowsliip and fraternity falls off, Thu for 
talried, but every member of the organization at once seea 
that the real pui-pose of the order is the acquiring of a coTr«J 
centrated ).>owcr which shall at all times, even at the verieacj 
whim of its Icadere, be able to assert itself in antagonism to 
railway tnaiiageineiit. 
In piirstiaiice of this policy, w\iic\i, Stom iVe ^sAvk« oV 
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things becomea an active, progro^Ive principle, new mem- 
bers aro sought froio among engiiieere with a. view to theii 
use at the point and in the eeution where the lodge is 
oi^anized. One man may have inSiienue at headquarters. 
lie must be got liold of, for outside the order he is danger- 
ous to it. Inside the order he is at least harmless, and ii!" 
" influence" may he doubly effective in its interests. An 
other man may be naturally mulish and obstinate and full 
of denunaiations of the Brotherhood and its members, lie 
must be secured in order to quiet liim. Another may have 
a spcuial and peculiar infliieuce witii firemen; may be ex- 
ceedingly jjopidar with them. He nuist be made a mem- 
ber quietly, bo that in case of tranble this class of trainmen 
may be better controlled. In fact, among the vast body 
of railroad employees in onr country and Ciuiada, this 
order stands precisely as a Luge pitlitical devil-fish that 
feeds ujHjn anything and everything necessary to satiate ita 
ap|)etite and give it power; and it is both quite as regai-d- 
less of what comes to its voracious maw as what it puts its 
reckless and once powerful grasp upon. 

For whatever cause it has been fouud desirable or neces- 
sary to bring a non-Uratlierhood man within the order, when 
he has at last eonaenled to become a meuiher the following 
are the forms considered I'cquieite and ceremonies to be ob- 
served before he shall have become a full-fledged brother: 

Ilis application is signed by three mombei-s of the order 
in good standing. "Good standing" in this order has come 
to mean that one enjoying such reputation owes no dues. 
The tlirec signers must vouch that the applicant has run on 
some road as a locomotive engineer for the period of one 
year, and that he possesses a good moi'al character. TU\& 
apjilication is then passed upon by the \iidgc \\\ waAww. ^^ 
the appJicatit is Bcceptcd, Jie is sometimcR aA^ivvt^A. »X ^'^'^-'^ 
seee/oD, but oftetier not until some euciieeiVus e«sa\o^, '^ 
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being Biippneed desirous to give the tinpreesion that it is uot 
Biich an easy matter to tietoiue a inemlter of this great oi-tler. 
At the time set for iiiitiatiou, liowever, the candidate, iii 
conipauy with a good bratber, proeecda to the lodge- nxjm,; 
after the lodgo is iu session, and awaits devclopnienta in thfi 
anlc-i-oom. The following is a diagram of a division lodg4( 
i-ooin, and gives the relative positious, or "statioua," aa th^ 
ore called, of its olHcers: 
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of tbe Chief Engineer. His dntiea are to preside at nil lodga 
nad perform umilar fiincCians lo all oCBoets of like char- 



— Station of the Firat Assistant Engineer, who ia the lod^e Secretary. 
—Station ot the SeooDil Assistant Engineer. He is the TreaHar.'r and 

general financial ofGcer ot the division. 
—Station of tbe First Engineer. This officer only officiates at the 

peuing nod closinfj' ceremonies, and in the initiatory " vrork." 
—BtatioQ of the Second Engineer, who assiats in preserviDg order, and 

attends to the ''wicket" comntnnicatiDg with the an t« room, and 

uU ajiplicitjons for admission from that quarter, 

— iitatiou of the Chaplain. 

— Station of the Guide. This oSIcer has ohor^ of the candidate dur- 
ing hia iuitiation. 

—Station of the Third Engineer, who acts as Outside Guard in the 

-Altar. 
F 9 — Wiok«t oommnnlcating with ante-rooiii. 

Wlieii everything is in rendineee for tlie reeeption of the 
tndidate,t]ie Guide proctods to the aiite-rfwiii, in toinpanjr 
with the Chaplain. The latter greets the iicw-coiner appro- 
priately, and then questions him closely as to iiis motives in 
dcsii-inj; to become a member of the Bi-otherhood. The 
bai-den of this is to make a still deeper impression npon the 
> stranger of the importanee of tliy oidcr. Satisfactory an. 
Awers being received, the two leave the candidate in the 
inte-room in charge of the Third Engineer, and retnni to 
dge-room, where they rcjiort tlie result and resnme 
"siatione." On notice hy the Second Engineer^ 
tlmmgh the wicket, tliat the lodge \s pre|)arcd lo receive 
the stranger, the Tliird Engineer and an assistant blindfold 
him most securely. 

He ia then condncled into the room, wWvc bJ\ XVvi \wa\a:> 

hers rise witli a great rush and i-acUcl. T\\\a v% lw\\o\i«.&"^T 

j/erfect si/enae tor « iiumivnt, after wUcVv, duvw?, \\^e. ftWlgr 



I 



122 nROTIlERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS. 



J 

for* 



•^ 



Jig of an ode, the Guide marches the candidate aronnd tl 
hall twice. The room is completely darkened, so thi 
flhould the new-comer conclude to remove the bandage fw 
pmiK^es of his own, his treachery would avail him notbiiig. 

Then, in perfect silence, he is led to the Chief Eiigineer'a 
" station." That officer suddenly and impressively iuqiiireft., 
■who it is that approaches. The Guide humbly states tl 
he lias a friend in charge, who wishes to become a worth; 
member of the Bixitherliood of Locomotivo Engini 
After the Chief Engineer has formally satistied himself 
the candidate is well qualiiied, he orders tlie Guide to 
duct him to the station of the Second Engineer, who reijeats' 
the challenge offered by the Chief Engineer, and is answered 
in precisely the same way, which brings an order from tlie 
Second Engineer to proceed to the altar. 

This is immediately in front of tlie Chief Engineer? 
"station." Here the candidate is cumpcUcd to kneel 
place his left hand upon his heart, and his right upon the 
Bible, which lies upon tbe altar before him, when the Chief 
Engineer administers the oath, the candidate repenting each 
Bentence after him. That it contains that which should be ra- 
piilaive to all senti ments of manliness and fair-dealing among, 
men, and makes of this organization something to 
spised and condemned, every good citizen cannot but admit)! 

It is as follows : 

I, " . , do swear that I am a locomotive bd 

gincer, having been employed as such for a period of oni 
year. I now wish to be made a member of the Broth«i 
hood of Locomotive Engineers. 

I In this solemn position I do promise and swear, and de 
clare upon my moat saci-ed honor, that I will keep forevei 
wcrot sn^ and ovciy thing that I shall see done, or Iieor, 
ia any division of theUrotlierlioodi){ljDcovcn>W\e^w^T\««n.j 
Fin-thcvmore do I promise and swear t\ift,t\v)\\Vi\e,set 




any manner be disloyal to this order, oi- wrong any one of 
ite ineinbei-s, or ]^>ei-init one of ihem to be wronged or in- 
jnred, if it shall bo in my power to prevent it. 

Fur ill ern) ore do I proraise and swear that I will forevei 
kee]> eeoret the doings and orders of this Brotherhood, and 
that I will never diseloeo to any living person its passwords, 
grips, and signs, except when duly authorized so to do, and 
then only to a member in good standing. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I willsupport, 
and abide by, all tlie rBqnirements and deeieions of the 
Grand International Division of the Bi'otherhood of Looo- 
motive Engineors; and further, that I will never speak of 
the order in a disrespectful manner, but will always yield 
a cheerful obedience to all of its laws, rules, and usages, and 
that I will not reoommend any unwortliy man to niember- 
aliip in this order. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear. that, should I be 
expelled from this order, I will never disolose to any living 
jwi-son anything concerning the Brotherhood, of any namo 
or nature, and will as sacredly pi-eservo its sourots as though 
I were still a member in good standing. 

Fnrthenni>re do I promise and swear that I will at all 
times do everything in my power to assist a member of this 
order in giK>d standing to sociu-e and retain employmout; 
but I pledge my most sacred honor, calling on God as my 
witness, that I will never, under any circumstances, assist, 
OP recommend for employment, any one who is a non- 
Brotherliood man, or an expelled member of this order. 

To all of which I do pledge my moat sacred honor, hind- 
inff myself to a ritjid execution of every promiae, in spirit 
and letter, to the uttermost, under no less a penalty than to 
have my eyes torn from t/teir socketty and to inysdl^f lie Jot- 
etrg^ eiumned and disgrae&lhy all memhen of iliU^ BrotlwfC* 
AaodofZoe^Tnotive Knijineers.. So hd^ mc God • 




I have purposely itaiiuistod the latter portians o£ tliis oath 
BO that the piiblit; may fully appreciate its fearful eharacter. 

Hero is an organization with a piofoBsing Christiau at its 
head— a man who in every public inaaner possible, upi 
tiie platform, in long-winded communicationB t»> iiewai 
pa]>ers, to acquaintances aud friends, and with his eyei 
i-aised to heaven to witness his lionesty and sincerity, hM 
prot-ested that nothing but sweetuesQ, simplicity, mforn^ 
Christian charity and all the graces have nestled within it,— 
which has for its very foundations a most heartless pledge to 
i-efuse all aseistance to the very class to which they belong, 
and every member of which is jnst as deserving iis theoi 
Bclves of the opportunity of seenring an honest livelihood.* 

Ont upon sncli " brotherhood " I 

Every im{X)rtant sentiment espresged by this obligation if 
utterly antagonistic to the spirit f>f our republican ottinenr 
ship, and its very treason to eonunon hnmauity, to eommati< 
decency, and to common manhood, should bring,apon their 
supporters, and propagatoi-s, and particularly upon tlie dun- 
gerouB man who to-day is both ruling and ruining the or^ 
ganization with a sham and pretense of pious hnmanita-' 
rianism, while living upon the hard earnings of his deluded 
followers, the execration of all classes of workingnien and 
that of all other good citizens. 

The fearful oath which caps all this dangerous slii^| 
binding the engineer taking the same to the terrible penaltJT' 
named, in case of iJiBlnyalty to the BrotherJiood, is too m^; 
volting to cull forcninment. It is sijnply the consummation.' 
of outrageous brutality. 

But this is not all. 

After the administration of this oath, the light is sud- 
denly turned on in the hall, the bapidage is removed from- 
the eyes »£ the candidate, and \»e is \.\\cti gvvetv «. " VivSj-wft" 
ij the Chief Eiigiaeer, in which t\\o aoWmvtj o^ *« ca!i\Sa. 
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dwelt upon, hia general duties regarding secrecy and other 
niattere are reviewed, and ho is specially reminded, and 
that with great impress! veneHS, that it is one of his chief 
duties to prevent, with every means in his power, the pro- 
motion of firemen to the position of engineer. 

Now, ill every instance whei-o Brotherhood eiigineera 
have gone nix>n a strike, it has been their first busLnesa to 
seciu-e the to-operation of the ftrcmeu ii[)on the line, or 
lines, where tlie stiikc was to occur. This Is invariably 
done by repreBcnting to tlicse liard-working fellows that 
their interests are identical, tbat tbey are the stuff from 
whicli engineei-s are made, that tlic fireman atid the engi- 
neer are eqnally powerful wlien combined, and equally 
helpless when scjiarated, and tbnt it is (he chief duty of 
men who aspire to become engincoi'S to assist those men in 
every possible echeme and move which will give tliom an 
advantage over the railroad company; and yet tlie" lec- 
ture " of e^■ery chief englneei* of every division of this 
BrotlierhoiHi contains a most earnest and impressive injunc- 
tion that it Is of paramount necessity' with the Brotherhood 
'fenginecr that ho shall use every moans In his power to pre- 
it the fireman's promotion ! 

Hiiw will this great lx>dy,of earnest fellows relish the 
knowledge that these Bi-otherlnx<d men — whom they have 
BtrKid by manfully in every trouble witli which they have 
been identilied — have used them as mere tools to cast aside 
when done with, and tbat it is one of their most earnest 
duties to prevent their well-earned advancement ! 

After this i-emarkable "lecture," the candidate is obliged 
to sign the ci institution and by-laws, when he Is instructed 
iu the nso of the signs, gri\», and passwoi'ds of the order. 

This order has three signs—the Sii^n oi lleiy.^^\'Wi\\,*(2&«t 
of Distivss, and the Voting Sigi\, 
\o Siffa of limii}gitition is as foWowa-. \VA\\ \\*.\\^* *-'^'* 
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raiBCi], open and backs iiiiwanJ, until, «-itli the arms, they 
t describe a seiai-uircle, the points of the fiiii^rs inectiii«; 
f betrwGon and just above tlie crea, and then botli liaiids aW 
i bronght down over the oycs to tlie sides with a qnick inove- 
' ment, indicating the penaltij of having the eyca torn from 
their soc&ett in case of dialoyaiti/. It ia answered iti tho 
BSDie manner. 

The Sign of Distress is made by planing the left hand 

npoi) tlie region of thii cheBt, pressing tbe attitie, and cic^ 

pressing bj the feittnrcs tliat tlie one making such sign ia 

enffering bodily pain. The resjwnse is made by the use of 

' the same sign. 

The Voting Sign is made by raising the Icfi liand, instead. 
L d the right, as is usual in snch iHtdies when the votes are 
I counted, bringing the hand to the breast, and then dropping, 
it at the Hide. 

There are two passwords. The general password, whieh 
is nscd when traveling and when tcstii>g visiting mcml)er» 
— as will be explained — ^is changed annually, and is given 
by the Grand International Division of tho order, and only 
to those divisions whose grand dues are wholly paid. 

This i>aB8word for the year lsl77 was the word "Mliilii-. 
gan," the peculianfy of its division into syllables, and their 
pronunciation, vouching for tlie sincerity of its possessor. 
^L This will be oxiiJaincJ. 

^^k Aside from tins, each separate division — and in February^,! 
^B '7S, there wei-e about two hnndred of these divisions, or: 
^■lodges, in the States and Canada — lias its own password^- 
^K which, under any c 1 re nni stances, ia of very tittle irtipop- 
^P tance, as eacli member of a local lodge is expected to per-. 
^V Bonally know e^firy other member. 

^H There is but one grip for all circunistanees and occasiono. 
^V T)iiB is given hy grasping a brother's vi^ht havid with yoni 
BpHTJ, ahiikhig it Jieartily, uud ■mslau\\i-, mv iiiiA^wi. i\\\% 
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, giving tlie side of hie liand four Biiccessive tap* 
li the point of your little finger, whieli should l)e quickly 
ignized iu tiie eaiue manner. 
The amount of initiation fee is fixed upon by each divi- 
ion, but it is usually ten dollars. 
The emergency fund (Wal), division dues, Grand Inter- 
national Division dues, and the " levies " ordered by Mr. 
Artliur for the Bustenance of striking Brotlierhmxl men, and 
fertile insurance payments to families of deceased Brother- 
■liood engineers, usually have amounted to aliout nine dollara 
V^r member annually. On account of Mr. Arthur's rash- 
Rdces, tlie striking of cngincei's in several localities, and the 
P great strikes of '77, for that year they i-eached twice the 
I'Bnionnt stated, and were utterly i-epudiated by large nnm- 
Lbers of Krotherhood engineere. 

Aside fi-om the signs, grip and passwords, menibera of 

IjQie order in good etitiidmg are furnished with a traveling 

ai-d, a copy of the face and reverse of which 1 here give: 



To The 






Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. 




_ 






1 


Is a Member in Good Standing of 














! 




.... 


E. 
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I (reverse.) 



years' Experienc. 

Employed at preunt hy - 



- C. E. 

- E. A. E. 



It will be seen that this is a coiDplete record of tlie man, 
and eiitLtlea him to every consideration and courtesy in the 
pttwer of tlie order, when pi-osented ; but there is even still 
a check on a person who may have Biirreptitionaly become 
possessed of one of tliese im|»ortftnt cards, which iiiuBt in- 
varibly bear the impress of the seal of the division which 
grants it. 

This is "the test." It is in varibly applied to a visiting 
brother under the following circnrastanues, and in the man- 
ner described. 

The visitor is admitted by theOutsideGuard, wlioimmedi- 
[''ately commnnicates the fact of such admission to the Second 
•.Engineer, through tlie wicket. The latter officer at once 
I makes the fsct known to the Chief Engineer, who suspends 
I iiusinesB and ap|x*ints a committee to wait upon the visitor 

\nd submit him to the " test." 
■ On their reachins the aiitoroom, t\\c lAvAwmvm cA ^\\e 
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committee gi-eots llic Btn>posod bivjtlier cordially, cansingl 
him to give the grip, wliicli ie answered. The visitor hqA'l 
tLe right, and frequently asserts it, to demand the charter 1 
of tlie divisiun, that he may be assured that tlie lodge i 
properly anthorizcd and regularly working. If this is foundi 
B&tlsfaetory to the visitor, he bo expresses himself, whet* 1 
both he and the chairman advance towards each othor with 
extended hands. Then grasping each otiier's hand, again 
giving the grip, and placing the left side of the toe of the 
right boot against the left Bide of the iustep of the other's V 
right boot, the visitor bends forward, whispers the firet Byl-« 
lablo tf the word "Mich — i — gan,"thii8: "Mich!" — pro^ 
iiounced sharply "niishi" The chairman responds b^j 
whispering in his ear, "II" The visitor tlioii answen,*! 
" Gan r' • I 

This test was formerly considered siiflicieiit for all pnivl 
j>oees, and on ils lieing properly sustained by the visitor, htf^ 
was immediately conducted into the lodge-r(x»ui, when, ad- ' 
varicing to the center of the hali, he sainted the Ohief Engi- 
neer with the regular sign of i-ecognition, which was returned 
by that officer, when the Guide led him to a seat, and rtj 
" receaa" he was heartily welcomed. 

But, on account of the recklessness with which the organ] 
zation has been handled, leading, as it has, to general dia- " 
BRtisfactinn, withdrawiils from disgust witli the whole thing, 
and expulsions for ncm-payment of assessments to perpetu- 

* The Traveling Ponsword for the present jenr (ISTSj is tfao letb 
" B. L. E.," given in the anme manner as the word " Miohigan." 

The ^gn of Becognition hosalHO juxt been cliunged from that of bring- 
ing Itie }i)iaed poJntH of the hunda from the center of the forehead, qaiek- 
Ij down over the eyes to the aides, to claapiug the hands iii front of, and 
npon, tbe waist. 

The Sign of Distrew— onlj' BUpposeil to be tised at m^t^w. now ^vnmv 
ttr 'limrply aCrikiag together the two hauda aod ultetiQE tiio vimAt*. " ' 
■ tel" 



da^ 

ranifl 
dia- 
ling. 
letu- 

leUaaM 
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ate warfare against some railri'iiid, mid tlie conBoqiieiit idle- 
11683 of euoiea of men whom it was fonnd necessary to sup- 
port, this test-work is now little relied on. 

Tlio traveling c^ird, wliiuh lias bcoii explained, ia now 
almost the sole test of menibei-ehip and good standing, as it 
niiist bo renewed every three inunths, and will not be 
granted by Ihe division only when dues have been fully 
paid. Its necessity is also shown in the fact that, nlthough 
for years it has been almost an invariable custom for engi- 
neers, when traveling from one section of the eonntry to 
another, to " get a lift " in the cab of any engineer to whom 
lie may apply, bo much bitter feeling has been ci-eated 
within the Brotherhood itself by the withdrawals and e.\- 
pnlsions referred to, and so much suspicion ha^ arisen 
between Brotherliood men since the great strikes of '77, 
that the comparatively few Brotlierhood enn;ineera whoetill 
have faith in the order will uot permit another engineer 
to ride tipon his engine, however eflfectively he may give 
the sign of disti-css, or however excellently he may stand 
" the test." 

He must have the traveling card, or he is left the aller^ 
native to pay his faro or tramp it. 

This concludes what I ViKAvr to bo a full and complete 
expose of the inner workings of tJils order. With the infor- 
mation here contained and a " traveling card," every intai- 
ligent male reatler of this book could enter any division 
Iixlge of the Bratherhixid of Locomotive Engineers witli 
just as much case as P. M. Arthur hiiiisolf. 

I am able to atsi.i say, with <^uite as certain a knowledi^, tliat 
the organization has passed its zenith of power and is gradu- 
ally but surely falling to pieces. Whether it is true or noh 
thonsandsof members have come to feci that Mr. Arthur ■ 
firaa j-e-electeA thnmo'h the veriest of political wire-pulling; 
JUJd a large luuiibiii- o£ the meuiberB open\y exptcsa v\wi ivuw- 




in- 



victioii that tlie iiioueyB of the orgaiiiz<ition are being By». 
tematically misapplied. Such a Insa o£ coiitideiice can 
never be rcgaiiieii from men wlio labor for tlieir money so 
■dfafitly and faithfully as do locomotive engineers. 

They see that dissensions are constant; that members 
istnntly withdi'awing fi-om variouB ciauses of disafFec- 
tion ; and that other nierabei-a — nearly three hundred during 
1877 and almost twice that number for the first two mouths 
in 1878 1— are being expelled for non-payment of dues and 
aset^aments which are continually growing more onerous 
and burdetiaome ; tJiey see that every pledge made by the 
grand othcers has been broken itearly as snun as it has 
boon niado ; and, above all, they have learned, niauy f nim . 
the bittei-est of peiiional experience, that in almost every 
instance where a strike has been ordei'ed, it has not only 
brought them disaster, notwithstanding the bluster and 
bravado of Mr. Arthur, but that they have been pernia- 
.lienlly deprived of labitr, and, after that, deserted in the 
lost cowardly manner by tbeso grand officers who have so 

Tedly pTOrniaed them support. 

Intelligent men, as the locomotive engineers almost in' a- 
I al ly are after a time learn these lessons so well that no 
Bo| h strv Sattery, or selfish cunning, can retaiu their conti- 
lei ce r renew their fealty wlicu tliey have once retired 
in 1 the order ; and it may be set down as a certainty of 
the ft tire that t lie day for any powerful organization of 
railway employees of like influence and daring to that 
which the Brotherhood of l,uconii)tivo Euginuei-s had 
gained and exercised, is passed, and will never within the 
mt genemliou be I'e-establ isiied upon the crunil>]iiig 

iQB of this notorious and at one time respectable organiza- 

■•^fore paasing from the eiiVijeiil ot vaWwog emi^o-jcs 
moizaiiouB, it is no more tliaii v»"ov©i: t\\»X o.ie-« -Wttti^ 
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elioald be said of tlinse otlier ftesociations kindred to Ibe 
Brotherliood (if Locomotive Eiigiiieere. 

Tlie tiraiid International Union of Locninotive Fipemeii, 
whidi is of comparatively recent origin, is nothing more or 
leas than an nhnost exact copy of the Bi-olherhood of Loco- 
motive Engineere. Its gi-and officers are the same, nnder 
different titles, and Lave the same genera) duties ; its lodges 
are operated in almost precisely the same manner as are the 
divisions of the last-named order ; it publiHhes a monthly 
magazine, similarly edited and condiietcd; it lias its (ien- 
oral Grievance Committee, with the same functions and 
jHiwers; and it feeds and snpports, out of the scrimped 
savings of hard-worked firemen, just the same number of 
official dictatora. 

This organization has, at this writing, eighty divisions, 
comprising a membership of imarly four tliousand firemen. 
It ia not considered pi-ospei-oiis, as the firemen who have 
already joined the order, with the career <if the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Engineer in mind, are not over-eonii 
dent of its sneccss; and that immense body of firemen 
outside of the association, for the same reason, are very can- 
tioiiB about forming an alliance with influences which can 
only antagonize tikem towards their employers, as well as 
endanger their own interests. 

Bnt, of all ridiculous, wild, and absurd schemes of brain- 
less and unprincipled men for the combiitation of em- 
ployees in railway service, the Trainmen's Union was the 
eilliest, the craziest, and the most reckless. It was this or- 
ganisation which precipitated the great strikes of '77, but 
as elsewhere stated, tlie encreaching spirit of cominnnism, 
and Ihe insulenco which the Brotherhood of Lticomotive 
Eugincei's hud engendered in nearly all classes of railway 
ciiijilovees, were the principal causes — if, indeed, tliey were 
mit the ten] muses whivh created iKc Ti-ammevia Xiwo-a. 
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itself. Tliis notorious society was founded by Robort A/ 
Animoiij or "Boss" Amnion, a sketch o£ whose cnrcor is* 
elsewhere given. This recltless adventurer and conscience- 
Llcss agitator ofganized the order in Allegheny City dnring 
Itiic latter part of May, 1877, and just previous to the at- 
k'toinpted strike of the next month, being the pei-eon to for- 
idatc the oath, as well as the constitution and by-laws, 
K-«iid was the fii'st person who took the oatli and signed Che 
larHclefl. 

: machinery of the Union was very siinjilo. The-' 
I whole thing was only the result of one of Aminon's freaky* 
land, althongh it was at one time the bugbear of nearly 
levery railway official in the country, it never hivd one iota 
Wvi character or p^wer. It was a new thing, and because if 
t permitted all trainmen to become memhei's, the public im- 
Vmediately jumped to the conclusion that nearly all trainmen! 
I^tjvi joinc<l it, and what was of really the least importance 
I imaginable, became something to bo dreaded and feared by- 
all. 

Although a great effort was made to secure members, at' 
Iso time in its existence had it a membership of over se^ 
f hiuidi-ed persons. It was commonly believed that one htin- 
tdred times that number belonged to the order. It received 
svcrybirfly and anybody without question. AH tliat wag 
Kliecessary to be known of a candidate for admission was 
Vthat he was a professed enemy of railroad management OD 
■(gcneml jirincijiles ; and at the third meeting for the iriitia- 
llion of memhei-e, my operatives were able to l>ecome mem- * 
I'bers of the union witbout any trouble whatever. 

To illustrate how characterless the organization was from 
[beginning to end, it is only iieeeseary to stale the fact tliut 
like "grand chief" of Ibe union was iji\e " Sam"" ^wi^jift 
Wio was so worthless and unprincipled a man AuA, \\\«\\^v 
e had at one time occupied nearly every poavtVow XieXo"* *■» 
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oDii:iiil uiiu in i-ailwiiy 6ervi«e, lie had became eo Uhip- 
onjrlily dreaded and deeiiiscd, that lie liiinsclf coufessed to 
be iiiiiible to setiii-o cmplnyinent on tmy railroad in tlia- 
country. Besidee this reputation, whii^h he 8o richly mer- 
ited, he added the honor of being proprietor of one of the 
Idwest ''pfiker-dons" iu Pittabnrg, and of Iwing tlie con- 
stant companion of thieves and prostitutes. 

The Ti-ainrnen's Union is no more. It died a vkdent, 
dRath with the violence of the great strikes, and there (;«a. 
to-day hardly be found a inaa who will confess to having 
ones been a member. 

And thus the disruption of such com! >t nations goes on. 
Were they cuiifined to snch purposes as is always claimed 
for them by their leaders, they would live and a<:co]nplish 
vast good. As tliey are merely schemes fop exoruisiDg. 
brnte force for sellisli ends, whatever may be the disaster 
and I'nin to others, in good time they invariably meet witli 
the fato they deserve. 



b 



criAPTER Xt. 

TBS fiTART AT MAltTISBDURO, WJCaT VtBODTtA. 

Lea VINO for the pi-esent, further discussion of the bubjout, 
of tramps, communists, and turbulent orgauizatioiis, to be 
reverted to hei-eafter, as occasion may demand, I come to* \ 
the time just preceding the lOth of April, 1877, and tho 
incidents bearinjf upon the beginning of liiiulilc wirli ibe 
Baltimoi-o and Ohio Railway. In IS56, Juliu W. Gariett, i 
nho had acijiiii-cd some i-epittation as a liUBinesa man, be- 
c-jtwe juvtidciit of ihc coinpimy, w\iic\i Ve lo\u\i. \m \*«t , 
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wndition. it!t stock quoted \ov!, ami its dividends email 

Eindeed. Garrett appeared the i-iglit niuii for the jtlace, and 

Kwlieit the civil war came, developed splendid exceiitivo 

r.sbilit;. Siirronnding himself with capable lieuteiianta, and 

\ Slaving influence with the secretary of war, lie aecnrcd siiuli 

l'j)rolital)le contracts that, in the end, the credit of the c^r- 

loratioii was fully rcfitored, and the road extended, until it 

tecame one of the most prominent lines in the country. 

Isrljf in the month of Jniy, however, clonds began to 

ntther above the pi-usident's head. A storm was impending 

irhich, before it could be controlled, or its power combated, 

mid extend its ravages from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 

Raitd from Pennsylvania to Texas, involving the nation in 

BlOiitcild loss and niiafortnne. The great strike of '77 had ita 

toveption upon this line of rond, and was the result of 

|do(^king of ten per cent, in the wages it paid its train 

mployoes. The lllli of July, the pi'esident by means of 

ofticial circular, informed the hands that, at a meeting 

kOQvened the same day, a preamble and resolutions had 

ten adopted oi-dering a reduction <if ten per cent, in the 

iomponsation of all officers and operatives of the iviad where 

Bte sum received was in excess of one dollar y^s/- diem, tlie 

Aango to take effect on and after the eixtecnth of the same 

"month. This rule embraced every man engaged upon the 

main line and branches east of the Ohio Kivor, and the 

ti-ans-Ohio division, as well as t!ie i-oads leased and run by 

the Baltimore and Ohio Company. Tlie notice stated that 

tlie road had postponed action m this direction ntitil sotno 

time after Its great competitors, the Pennsylvania, New 

York Central. Iludacm River, and New Vork and Erie 

companies, bad ma<Ie sweeping and similar retrcncinnents, 

hoping that meanwhile business would resWe &\\\ '^vi. 

necemty for a (It^crcase of expenses t\\v\s Vie o\)\"vr\«(^. ^vy 

this they wei-e ti/s«/ipo(ii ted. The priuuipaX tea&i»v\ Vi'cow^ 
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forwaiti for the action taken was tlcpression in genera) 
business interests of the country, wliicli waa iinnvoidubly 
and gei'loiisly affecting the cariiings of all railways. In 
diort, tlie cbange must be made. The eaU for it was im- 
\ periitive. 

Persons who have means of information superior to those 
of tlie ordinary observer suppoeo that tlie low-wages niove- 
inciit along tbo great trunk lines waa undoubtedly canvassed 
and decided upon by the i-eprcsenlatives of the variofis 
roads shortly after the close of Vanderbilt's freight war, in 
tlic spring. At least the Pennsylvania company put it in 
force during the nninth of May. Its cutting down of 
wages to the extent of ten per cent, met acceptance by tlie 
men employed. At least they made no trouble over it At 
the time. The Erie road fr.Uowed, with the Nevr York 
Central, ihc reduction to take effect the first of Jnly. la 
tliese cases tlie laborere wera duly informed, beforehand, 
of tlie changes that were to be made, and had an opportu- 
nity, if they bo desired, to send in a demurrer. Tlie Balti- 
Diore and Ohio road, as asserted in its circular, was nearly 
the last to move in the matter. Two days before the rul« 
was to be enforced on its line, some of the firemen at once 
decided to strike. They could not, and would not, stand 
such sweeping deductions from their incomes. Divisions 
or sections of tlie Trainmen's Union wera in full blast all 
dlong the lino. Tliey had been effectively instituted, duiv 
iug tlio preceding spring and summer, by a duly aiitlioivi 
J2ed traveling delegation from tbe Pennsylvania rood, andi 
.eveiy preparation made for a movement of their own,, 
nnaniniously determined upon, but which they had intended 
' iferriug until the succeeding fall. Would they ever be iu 
.ilbetter ti-im to make a stand against the company % Many 

'iglit iK't; Eu they began tlie strike. 
T/iesc u-otkiiigmen HBSiiTued that tUeir gvVeNauwi*, >««&» 
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I tiibearalile. They were certainly badly treated by llie 

I merdiaTits and boardiDg-hinisiB keepei-a along the route, the' 

Llattet claes cuinpelling tliem to pay inordinately Ligli 

I lates for meals, lodging, and siicii iieceasities as trainmen 

jompelied to have. They believed tliat a turn in afFairg 

I'conld not make them mnoh worse off, and it might possibly 

1 tetter their condition. With low earniiigB — which, however, 

I WCi-e not so low as other workingmeii were receiving — very 

high rents, heavy demands oti their scanty store for all 

they had at the atatiofis and elsewhere, cxtmvagaut prices 

for graceries and provisions, by dealers outside o£ Balti- 

miire, where many of those having families made their 

frugal homes, witli extortion pi-essing them on every side, 

coupled with compulsory credit purchases from month to 

month, Ihey began to nnrsc a hatred towards the company 

and an antagonism towards the general public. Of one 

thing, however, they cnnid not reaaonahly complain. Tlieir 

monthly pay came regularly. On no occasion, since the 

lepticm of the organization, had the Baltinioi-o and Ohio 

ISailroad's laborers l>ecn forced to wait more than a few 

K^ays for their rightful dues. The engineere, firemen, brake- 

l^en, baggagemen, and other hard-worked employees of the 

Broad always received their dues with admirable prompti- 

I tndc. 

The company had been for inoi-e than a year gradnally 
f reducing tiie number of iwirsons under regular pay, and yet 
I retained more than the ti'atHu of the line warranted, prcfer- 
■ ring to do the best possible by those retained rather than keep 
I large force on starvation wages. But still there was more' 
lelp than work. TJie directors claimed that they must keep 
Ik cci-tain force, in order to meet the demands of the comings 
jjiisy season, when men might be liard lo ftuA. "C\m cx'^kw 
f he}p, as cviti/mred with wovV done, liftwseiX ao«\e c»wv- 
iu'at. Thoee u/iJer \ragcs lost va^uaWe \\wic,wvti>iViXv'C\w 
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in some case* to two or three daya iii a week, f(ir which 
they conM culleut no uiiiD[>enBatioii, mid tluis reducing tlipir 
inuornes greatly, but whiuli was etill far better tliaii no em- 
ployment at all. Tlie i-oad carried a moderate amonut of 
freight to the eastward, but eould not get sufficient to the 
westward to load its cars. It I'an in the busiest season not 
more than thirty-live trains in each direction. To tlie west 
tliey were u npra lit able, being largely made np of empty 
care. Thus the number of cat's in a tiuiu could be increased 
or doubled up, and a portion of the crew must He over and 
wait, at their own expense, until their services wore re- 
quired. The bibor deraandud of liioso wurlcing waa coiigid- 
(!ral>ly iiici'eased, wliile part of the crews remained idle. 
It was a style of management which could not fail in a liard 
lime to prave economical to the milway, but it was very 
hard upon tlio employees of the uompany. Often a single 
brakcman on a freight train had over twenty cars in attend 
to, an increase of eight over those of the pre\ious year. 
Then the number of men on a train was reduced to four — 
the conductor, brakemen, engineer, and fireman. Those 
tilings, coupled with the great depression in wages, wei-e 
sufKcieut to engender discontent. There were gi-ounds for 
it But the subsequent act of the engineers and traiu- 
inen's unions cannot lie approved or enstaiued. They had 
discourage men ta — so had tlie entire people of the [Jnited 
States, for that matter. I!ut it would seem that men en- 
dowed with ordinary foi-eaight might have known that their 
condition could not be bettered by a strike. Still they did 
not see — and struck. 

As soon aa President Garrett, Vice-President King, and 

Second Vice-President Keyser wore made acquainted with 

the strike — and they knew it early and were well-giosted aa 

to the inorenwiita uf the JJrothevliood of Eugi\ieew and the. 

7ht//j/,wji's Uiiiuii — lIii'V ]ii-onon»ced \t uwtwvwiVi-, VWaA^ 



i 
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5ed, niiil futed to meet no great sinicees. This n'afl, like 
vll otijere, was paBsing thmngh tlie darkest days of ita exist- 
\ finaiiuial striugeiicy wliiuli was aifectiiig the wliole 
loiintry. There was a falling ofF in business whore an' 
jsion had been confidently falmilated upon. These 
^Wem eijine of the re»iilts of coiiijietitioti and unproductive 
(extenaions of line. The demand, thej all said, existed for 
I curtailment of expenses, and the reduction had tn 1>e 
dc. But the strike was simply suicidal on the part nf 
) men engaged in it, Wlien informed cif the deinanda 
pof the strikers, llie nflicers promptly rijfiised them. Tliay 
knew that a stoppage would lead to a great |c«8, bat pre- 
ferred to let the i-oad stand etill for six nioiitlis riithcr thaii 
submit to dictatiiin and cause a reinstatement of the former 
[intcs of wages. 

Meetings of the Bwtberhood of LocoTnntive Engineers 
I were held, advice was given and received, and that l>ody, 
lit was supposed, had concluded not to take part in Hid 
itj-ike. At least ench was the i-epurt made to outs)dei«. 
Bnl, if the organization did not turn ont as a society, it con- 
tented that the Trainmen's Union should doso, aiid in somo^, 
f justances assisted indireclly in starting the imixirtaut niova 
AU things heing ready, the strike was commenceC 
i^t Martinsbnrg, West Virginia, where the firat actual vio- 
Biice occnrrod on the very day that the roductif)n of wages 
u llio Baltimore and Ohio road was ordered to take effect^ 
Sthich was on Jnly 16, 1S77. 

In iho lively little city of Martinsbnrg, West Virginia, 
^ear thcliistorical Uarper's Ferry and the locality where old, 
Uohn Brown sealed his devotion to what ho considered a 
loly cause with his life, and a little less than a hnndi-od; 
nilaa from Baltimore, o<;curied the tlvat \m^vVa.\\\.TO^i\^'i\>sii 

F tiw great strikes of 77. The prew&o Vvwfe "«««■ '^'^'* 
^ht of July 16ih. T\m eaino dftV Iwo ettfew«w« ^«i%«itVi^ 
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tiiuir locomotives at Riverside, 8onth of Baltiraore. 
etrikei's had notified tlie crews of all frciglit trains timt iM 
person ehoLild move an engine after a certain hour, iindet 
penalty of death. It ie not pretended that this order wii 
an olHulal ftilmination from tho Trainmen's Union. It hat 
Undonlitedly obtained circnlation thnnigh its leaders, how-' 
ever, and carried with it the weight of an anfli^rized riilB,- 
Kngineera on tho road were paralyzed. The managers (^ 
tho line liastcned to make good tlieir nsnal trips and suuurtf 
lielp tu take tlie plaeee of the men striking. Bat thej^ n 
only partial suceese. 

Martinsbnrg, whiuh haK added to its eventful history tbe 
doubtful compliment of having been the theatre of the in» 
angiiratiun of violence in the late labor troubles, is a han^ 
Bonie place of eight thoneand inhabitants, centrally locatoj 
in the midst of the garden-spot of West Vii^inia. It ii 
probably the most pruspcrons of the inland eittea of I 
gi-eat valley of Vii^inia. Swept by the waters of th< 
placid and beautiful i'utomac, its envii'onB ara nnsnrj 
for I'oniantiu and pieturcsqno glimpses of fann-honsefly 
green fields, sloping hillsides, glades, and groves. To tlia 
westwai'd stands North mountain, and to the eastward rial 
the eloiid-like tips of tlie famous Blue Ridf;o. Nestle*! Iik« 
a flower-garden in a sweet valley, between the higher peakA, 
IB the town, resplendent in white paint, glistening church^ 
spires, and numerous brick buildings with the brightest (^ 
green blinds. To the northward and sonthwai-d, nnrollod 
• in a vast and undulating plain, dotted with elumi>s of trees 
■ and crossed and [■eci-ossed by netwoik of fence and hedge 
•between mountain-spnrs, is seen the fruitful savanna foratfj 
\ttf^ this portion of Beikeley county. Nearly all tlie law 
jBarable^ and under a high state of cultivation by a hai^dyi] 
i^g^ population, many of wliose lucmXiB-ca Wva vftmosw" 
'i/te stale fiwii Pennsylvania aud ut\ict ateXa*., wows. ^ 
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cliTse of tliQ late war. A mora orderly or thrifty people .i 
tlian these farmers (joiild not easily be found. The countiea 
of Mcirgnn find Jefiferaon adjoin Berkeley on the west and 
the east ; the Potomac on the north ; and Frederick, in Old 
Virginia, on the south. For many miles aronnd Martins- 
biii'g tlie region is rich in grain-fields and pastures, tlie lat- 
ter specked with fat cattle and fine sheep, and in its stables 
ara some of the best bits of horee-flesh in the whole coun- 
try. To those who have been accustomed to travelini; 
through the dreary, yellow-soiled, sad, forlorn, deserted, and 
forsaken jKirtions of the Southern States, this section of 
West Virginia appears a very garden of Eden. It is really 
a delightful locality. The town is well built up, and has 
some spacious editices, public and private. Nearly all of 
the orthodox churches are ropi'eaented by houses for wor- 
ship, of more or less protensioiis ; and there are six sehool- 
hunsos for the accouiinodatioii of white and colored chil- 
dren, twenty-five hundred of whom can be taujjht within 
their ample lialU. The husiiiess of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Kailroad, with that of the division shops, gives employment 
to a large number of mechanics, and the pay-roll from rail- 
road and repair labor alone aiiiounts to some ^30,000 
monthly. The streeta of the city are lighted with gas. 
Medicinal springs of great I'cputation are found within a 
few tnilee. The cost of ihe system of water-works, ohtaiii- 
ing cold, clear water from a lime-rock spring near by, was 
over Js'>,O0(J. It was in this happy neigh borhoitd, since 
the war resting in peace and quietude, that the combina- 
^oii of railroad men, carrying out their communistic ideas, 
imbrued their hands in blood and met their first toss of 
life. 

The night of Monday, the IGlh of 5n\y, l\\e VTiwuXvaxvA* 
haying Jialtiiuore that jnoi-iiing, and those Citnww^ ^\ctYt\"i\« 
K-cst npnu freights, bega.u to coiiceiilrale a\. ^&a.\A^va^'^'^^- 
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8orae of tiie cabooses from tlie citj; had 6e\era] employ 
in tliGin. TliGi'c was Duthiiig uuiisunl in toeing 
of locomotives njwn the tracks near the dispatcher's offii 
Nor was there aiiytliUig particularly uoticeaUe in findi 
Bcvcrnl freiglit coiidnctorB, engineers, firemen, and off-ti 
baggage-tueii and brakemoii cougi-egating at that point. 
But there was Burely gonietliing of mora tlian ordinary inter- 
06t transpiring, or about to transpire, when these iwrsona 
met mysteriously in little groups at tlie depot hutel, tlie 
machine-shops, on the track, at the switch-stand, and 
other lo<-Alities, and anxiously and excitedly cuiiitselcd 
gether, not speaking above a whisper, but emphasizing tlieil 
words with many gestui-es, and often signs of undue cxcil 
ment. Everybody seemed to be in ill-humor. The expli 
nation of the unusual gatherings, the conversations, and 
geaticulations, was plain enough when one fireman 
nonnced to the dispatcher that the cattle-train was foi 
to atop there, as its crew, conductor included, bad strud^ 
and no one could be found to fill tlieir places. In fact, 
thought no more trains would be allowed to move Smia, 
Martinsburg, in cither direction. The infection Boon com- 
mnnicated itself to the lookersKjn, and they commanced to 
talk and energetically wag their jaws and tongues, adding 
to the confusion of the hour. More people came down tljo; 
hill frani tlie adjacent business houses and residences, 
Bee what was going on. Among the rest was the big policQi>1 
man, with the broad back and crooked legs, with his clul 
in hand. Then there was tiic thin policeman, and the smt 
policeman, both wilh their big clubs. These latter pereoa? 

iages saiintered leisuiely around the depot, then stopped, 
[ leaned listlessly against the posts of the gallery, and waited 
I tu see if their invaluable services would be called for. 
presently the /oconiotives were detaiiXicA ivom "iia liiwiia^ 
IPdall run into tho "stables" at tbcrov\w4-\vo\\sa,'KVftve'' ' 
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roper attendants were in readiness to take tlicrii in hand, 

3 tbem down," and draw tlieir lires. 
Everything was perfoi'ined aystematically and quietly, 
lr!tbout U3e of loud words or unneeesBary noise of any eort, 
B if the work had all been pi-e-arranged before the coni- 
iiig in of tlie trains. When asked by tlie proper officials 
I what Bucli inovemeiits portended, the strikers responded 
"^tJiat uo more trains were to be run over that road, in any 
direction, until the ten per cent, redwcrtion of trainmen's 
wages should be withdrawn by the company. It was, 
ill trnth, a strike of the tminnien for higher pay. "With- 

»:ont it was conceded, they intended to refrain from work," 
'Imd would not permit a new set of men to labor in their 
places. The freight trains must stand just where tliey were. 
Mail trains could pass for the present, but eventually they 
would also be bronght to a stand-etill. This was, in part, 
the statement made to the company for its consideration. 

A buzz of stirring interest was elicited from the, by tliis 
tame, increased crowd of epectatoi-s. Tlio lipple spread 
md widened, and spread again, until it reached every citi- 
ten of the place. It was takeu up Ijy the telegraph, flew 
Jnickly to Camden Station, Kaltlinore, the headquartere of 
Ifae corporation, where it was tlie cause of considerable trih- 
ilation among the ofticials and employees ; then sped to tha 
mat centimes of the Associated Press, in Washington and 
IJew York, whence in a few miiiutes the news was sent 
)rth, still on the wings of the lightning, that there was 
lonblo at Martinsburg, "West Virginia, on the line of the 
bllimore and Ohio Kaili-oad, and that an actual blockade 
f the line had been formed. The staid citizen of I'uitland, 
, when he read tJie brief aTinoiiii cement in his favuv- 
9 paper, the iwxt morning at the breaV:ittSl-\*\>\e, ^s\\v.(A 
Blightiiigly at It, sitd quickly wueluded lUaV "A wovXA-Vwt^^ 
sfnoaut to anvthlng. The Britiaher, i\»j auA. tvjVww^, 'w 
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IaiikIoii, impatiently remarked, while he quaffed his bittd 
beer at hia inn: "Those blasted llaincriunns 'av gut Iiii 
another wiot an^ a wnmjius, hall about notliitiirl " 
probably sent his copy of the Times politely to a hot pliu 
because of its iaek of something stiimiing in tbc way of v 
dispatches. The little vibration of wiuth liad readied fa 
tbe nttermoBt limits of earth having the telegraph, and s " 
caused no particular eensation. liut it was the pi-ccnrs 
of a monster wave, which made America ti-emblc and Si 
H perceptible thrill throughout the habitable globe whoi 
iiew8pai)ei-s ara published and dispatches received. 
The small policeman was finally sent for the 
Caplain A. P. Shutt, who pi-omptly put in an appeiu'ai 
and, backed by his trio of umnicipal guardians, held a e 
ferenco with the i-aiiway ofhcials, during which lie made ' 
known his willingness to do all he could to induce the dis- 
turbing element to subside. Then, in accordance with hid 
promise, he proceeded to speak with the ci-owd, now greatly 
increased by railiuad men making their homes in the cily, 
using inild and temperate language, and advising those 
present to return to their work and truat to the fairU' 
of the company in the settlement of their grievances, 
thought they would, in that maimer, receive whatever a 
just and jiRiper. His remarks were well calculated to quiet 
and conciliate i-caaonable beings; but the mob, following 
the general nile, had reached that point where 6 
iehes, and passion and uncurbed turbulence assume i 
reins and drive men's minds to madness and violenti^iS 
Therefore, the Mayor was hmted at, derided, and hia gooj 
ooansel turned to ridicule. He signally failed in impi'e6sii;|^l 
npon the railroadera any of his juild-mannercd notioi» 
He could not make them undei'stand that it would be he«C 1 

their hvoinotivtis to thcirdeatiualiona. t^w \\\tt.« 
\rj', hie speech serfed to add fiio\ U> \-\\o ?^i;c5 b\v«,»&^ 



■ waf| 
quiet 
wing 
van- 

ano^hS 
gooM 
ssiifl^V 
:ioiw^fl 




fiercely Imrnliig, Rii(l,in a sliort time, giving it upas alio 
Itaa tHsk, lie sent liis pgliuemen to arrest tlie riugleafiers 
tlie mob. Tlic ui'owij of strikera laughed in llie faces 
Ilia iiieBictent force. Tlie policemen made frantio effc 
to obey, but were powerless. Both of the Major's appt 
were about equally fruitless. The men would not wc 
The engineerB found an excuse for refusal to work, say 
they dare not ascend to tlieir cabs. The firemen and 
trackmen held back with all their strength; neither wo 
they allow olhere to supply their places. The Mayor ' 
finally ftirccd to withdraw fi-om the field, with his offio 
and the strikei's in a short time had the situation at tl 
nndieputetl command. By midnight the niachine-sh< 
deixit, and round-house were al! deserted, save by a depi 
tion of Union men, left, to guard the track, and see that 
trains started from or passed by that point. The Strang 
from Baltimoi'e hud sought shelter at the hotels, or In 
taken in and pmvided for by their fellow- strikers, and 
local master of transportation, tlie telegraph manager i 
ids operatives, were left alone in the office to cominnnic 
the information of the strike to Fi-esident (Jarrett and Y 
President King, at Baltim<u'e. 

A little after midnight a s[>ecial car brought to the s 
Capt. Thos. IS. Sharp, General Master of Transportat' 
who, after taking in the full condition of afTaire, wli 
was not difficult of comprehension, sent the result of 
investigation in a telegraphic dispatch to the priuci 
office. After due consideration by tlie Baltimore ofRc 
of the iwid, a telegram was prepared and sent to Gover 
3fathews, stating tlie facts as hers given, and asking I 
to send a militia force to compel the strikere to abam 
violent measures and allow trains to move \n s»Sc\^ . 

The Guveinor was very pi-otiipt iiideei", ¥iOv^\e 'Owive 
thought him entiiely too prompt m telwcoAW^ 
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patuh to Col. C. J. Fuulkuer, at MartiDsbui'g, dated nt 
Wlieoliiifj about midnight, ui-derin^ tlie tolotiel, if neueasarj^ 
to call out liis command, the Berkeley Light Infantry, to 
protect and aid the civil authorities, and make dne report 
to the executive office aa to bis operations and the existing^ 
Btate of affairs. 

Col, Faulkner is a son of the Confederate ticneral Fanlk- 
ner, who, it will be remembered, gave the United Statet 
forces so much trouble tliroughout West Tennessee, in IStiS 
and 1963. 

Wlicn informed of the Governor's wishes, which was at 
about 12.30 a,m., July 17tb, Col. Faulkner returned answer, 
also by telegraph, that the Btrikers had refused to allov 
trains to move either oast or west from MartiuBlmi'g, and' 
inquired if his instrnctions extended any further than merely 
protecting the jieace. If so, he desired an answer in full,. 
Meanwhile, orders were issned by Faulkner for tiie imme- 
diate assemblage of the militia uunimand at their armory, 
prepared for active duty. This woe pinmiitly renponded 
iven by many railraad men, members of the organiza- 
tion, and possibly at the same time connected with the 
Trainmen's Union. Certainly a number, as well as numei** 
0U8 citizens, were hearty Byinpatliizera with the men on i 

IBtrike. In half an hour a dispatch was received fi-om Gov- 
ernor MatbewB, advising Col. Faulkner to avoid tlie employ- 
ment of force if possible, but to see that tlie laws were exe- 
cuted, at tbe »ame time giving all necessary aid to the civil 
authorities. The Governor's message concluded : 
" 1 rely upon yon to act discreetly and firmly." 
The hour fixed upon by Mr. Sharp, Master of Transport*. 
Uon, for moving the trains, was live o'clock, Tueaday morU'* 
ing. An engineer and fireman were hunted up, wlioagi 
'o take tlie stock-trniu tiirongli to Ua de&tivia\,\'j\\, \t -^TOr 
eted while doing m. Col. Faulkner, Via t^«umB.\v4. « 
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31itia, Mayor Slititt and his police, and the Sheriff of 

terkeley County and a jwsse, were requested to be present 
and see that the rioters did not interfere. Before i-etiring 
from llie scene, Cot. Fanlkner once more asliud Governor 
Mathews, by telegraph : '* Must 1 protect men wlio arc will- 
ing to run their trains, and see that they are permitted to 
go east and west \ " In an hour the Governor replied aa 
folhiws : " I am informed that the Hotel's constitute a com- 
bination ao strong that the civil anthuritiea are powerless to 
enforce the law. If tliis is so, prevent any interference by 
rioters with the men at work, and also prevent the obstruc- 
tion of the trains." 

Witli tliis communication in his pocket, Ool. Faulkner 
knew plainly what his duty was, and he repaired to tlio 
armory to take command o£ his moii. Wltli tlie excitement 
accompanying the strike, tlie known ordera for the gather- 
ing of the militia, the marching upon tlie streets of men in 

lUifonns and bearing arms, there was little sleep tliat visited 
) eyelids of the citizens of Martinsbiirg tliat eventful 
Mght. Ahnost the entire population was out of dooi:^, and 

Siite pei-Bons and colored were gathered in knots on the 

^nierH, discussing the imusual state of affaira, and wonder- 

: what the morrow would bring forth. Never, since the 

B of tlie war, liad tlie city experienced such a sensation. 



CHAPTER Xir. 

FIE3T OtTN OF TlIK COMMDNB. 



rBi five o'clock the next morning, W, H. Harrison, E6c\^..t 
Mter Mechanic of the company, teaiAiei. "^wrti.^v^'Mlf, * 
fmni Ciunbei-had, accompanied by Mr. Yvcu^^\,a.^^<^^\*^^ * 
consultation vrkh Capt. Sliarp aiid iUe v(»ua.Vum£\Q«i^ S.oT«fi> 
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of the railway. Tliey caused a locomotive to be fired np, 
attached to the cattle-train, and, having an engineer and 
lii-ciiian engaged, were aljoiil ready lo etail matters anew. 
The snn was rising when an attempt was made to set driv- 
ing-nhcela once more in inotlou ; but tlie striker's guard 

tfrom the round-house came swooping down and interfered, 
ordering the nou-etiiking engineer to huld hard or he woald. 
Iw killed, 
lie promptly shut the tlir()ttle, brought the engine to, and 
probably saved his life by so doing, lie remained with th» 
locomotive for a short time, prepared, if he liad a chance, 
to rush the train forwai-d ; but finally left, witli hia com- 
paniim, to obtain breakfast. U[i to this time Col. FaulkiiCT 
and the militia and the elieriff of the oonnty had not come 

»to tlie assistance of the railway oflicials; neither was the 
mayor, with his police force, present. The president and 
officers of the company were duly advised of tlie circnm- 
Btanccs, and at once Forwarded instructions by telegraph for 
Sharp to keep on trying until sucuess crowned his effoita. 
The quick eye of the Master of Transportation flashed omi- 
nously as he read the dispatch, and he pushed his gray hair 
farther back fi-oni his forehead, saying to the opoi-alor at 
the instrument : "Tell President Garrett and Mr. King that 
■ e\'erything possible for me to do shall be donel" This 

Piuessagc passed quickly over the line to Camdcu depot. 
The abortive trial, in the early dawn of the day, to move 
the train, and the consequent sounding of the shrill steam- 
whistle, had startled the excited iidiabitants of Martinsburg, 
and they flocked down the streets leading to the dcjiot, 
■i ftnxious to leani what might be going on. With the reei- 
^Bdents came the strikers belonging in the city, reinforced by 
^^tliosc from Baltimore and the West. They congregated 
about the basement doors of the V>ote\, oNio'ic -«V\Oa-«o«L 
t/iG ticket ofBve and the telegraph ^c\>artme\\t,s?'s^»& «s« 
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£he siirroiindiiig ground in sinall squads — the railroad men, 
1 thoiigli by afrreemcnt, eeparatiiig from tlio otiiera and 
coni!Ciit rating & foiniidablti furce, perhaps a hiiudred strong, 
near the company's bnildinga. Mr. Ilarrison, the Master 
Meehanie, who waa personally and favorably known to 

kmany of the disaffected, went to and conversed with them, 
wideavoring by erery means in Iiis power to influence their 
minds in the direetinn of peaiie, and bring abont an amica- 
ble adjustment of the prevailing troubles, A majority of 
the employees were well disposed towards Ilarrison, and 
listened to his woi-ds attentively, but witiiont exhibiting any 
change of heart or countenance. The look of fixed and 
Btern resolution did not dissolvo under his soothing counsel. 
Their frenzy was not perceptibly lessened, or tlie feeling 
, that tlioy must strike materially reduced. Finally, after 
^K eachaiistiiig his supply of arguments, Harrison returned to 
^vSharp, reporting that the mwlcontenls would not change 
^Bthoir decision in regard to the stopping of all freight trainft. 
^KThey were, if anytliing, more firmly resolved than ever that 
^Vso trains should be stai'tcd, and that everything in the 
freight line must remain as it was until their demands met 
compliance, Mr. Sharp, a cao\, determined man, of iron 
will, when he received this information reached a decision 
not at all favoralilc to a peaceful solution of the surrounding 
difficulties. His cold, stern-looking face grew colder and 
more callous, and ho stroked his gray beard impatiently. 
-The gramblers had been in the habit of accusing Shaqi of 
filing at the bottom of tlie rough discipline to which they 
Kwere continually subjected, and many really believed that 
\^ was the cause of the late reduction in wages. In truth, 
B was decidedly opirosed to the cutting-down doctrine, and 
1 favor of restoring tlie pay to its ongmaY axnouw"!.. ^xiS. 
f tiiis hie cneiiiiee were ignorant, and, wUeiA. \\\e^ &«« '^'''■'«*- 
mlk qnhki^ to the vicinity of the \ocomo^\vc, a»^ cn?«x 
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the engineer forward lo hie destfnation at a)l hazards, they 
were greatly enraged, and many were the bitter words and 
fiuowling glances caBt njion him as he gt<KHl defying them 

»at)d their jK^wer. At tliis jiinctni-e the ranks of the Btrikera ■ 
"were cxjmndcd by Boino citizens, deputalions from the rab- H 
We, a number uf half-grown boys, and the scum of the town V 
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groggeries, partly armed with (;hd)aand lui^ roeks, plaeing 
tJieniaelveB id pi>siIion, and by woi-ds and deinonstrationa 
of violence declaring that they too would aid in obstrncting 
the movements of trains. 

Uefore tbe engine oonld he moved a singlo length of rail, 
the mob nmde a dash for tlie ftiot-hoai-d, swarmed upfni it, 
over the coal in the tender, and thence into the cab, rndely 
driving the new I j'- engaged engineer and fireman from their 
]x>sitiune. Membci* of the Union then nnconpled the loci>- 
niotive from the ti-ain and ran it Co the nmnd-liouse, leaving 
tlie box-cars standing on the track, iio nearer their destina- 
tion than before. 

Tlie trainmen on a efrike — their nnmbere, by this time, 
increased to several hundred — songlit to do no fnrtlier dam- 
age, hut retired from tiio place where the engine had been 
left, and, in almost a solid nta«s, gathered nigh to watch 
proceedings. Nobody had been hurt. The volunteer en- 
gineer and tirenian were away, having escaped and retiimod 
to tlieir homes, so that Sharp was a^in defeated, and he 
advised the company of tlio fact. 

Meantime the usaemlilHgo of spectators and the array of 
strikere continned to increase. The balcony of the hotel, 
wlii(-h faced the line of railway, and the high bind altont 
and rising above tlie ti-ack, were literally crowded with 

r^reatly excited people, men, women, and children. 

I At abont nine o'clock, four hours later than the time'ap- 
pohted, the soiim] of fife and drum v.'«a Kca.\-d from the 

rhhfity of the cenfcr of town, and \ivcsc\\\\^ xVe \it\^ 



y^n tu 



FIRST OUDf OF THE COMMUIfB. 151 

colors waving iu tlie air, and the gleaming arms and accou- 
trements of the Berkeley Light Infantry, were seen advan- 
cing towards the passenger dejiot, headed by Col. Faulkner. 
The Mayor, witli his powerless police, was already at the 
spot. A hnrrah, and then a lond shont of weleomo, greeted 
the militia as they filed down the steep steps by the track 
and marched unopposed to the roiind-honse. Another cheer 
went up fr<.>m the popnlacc when the engineer and fireman, 
who had been diBct>vered and brought to the spot, appeared 
at the frant, very closely followed by their wives and chil- 
dren. At the depot they halted for a moment. The women 
threw their arms around tlicir husbands' necks and frantically 
embi-aecd them, urging that they refrain from attempting the 
perilous task. The angry mob, they said, would be sure to 
do them an injury. It had already treated the men roughly 
and made threats of what should be done the next time. 
Their lives would be lost, they were positive, if they at- 
tempted the business again. But, fairly tearing themselves 
from the grasp of their families, who impeded their progress, 
the brave fellows started at a swift pace to the round-liouee, 
part of the time protected by the militia, and mounted the 
engine, which was already fired up. Soon the engine mtived 
out and was attached to the cattle-train. Following the loco- , 
motive, ou either side, were the soldiers, with guns loaded and 
bayonets fixed. Their progress was painfully snail-like from 
the pi^essure of the close-formed raTiks of the strikers, which 
kept surgiug against the militia, but indulged in no violent 
acts, seeming to satisfy themselves with yelling, liooting, 
hissing, and employing harsh and insulting language, prin- 
cipally heaped upon the two men iu charge of the engine. 
When the train was for the third experiment made up for 
stalling, the engineer and fireman, protected aud ^nsidsA 
in their phecs by armed soldiers, wUU sUW n\\\c"c wi^\'C\'Mft.«ft. 
the tender, the biiffei-s, on llie pi\«\, awii to Wft vsiaowa' 
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the excitement of puople aud trainmen i-osc to white heat 
Then the maj-or suggested to Col. Faulkner that he oliscrved 
in the t;ii)wd of belligerents a sti-ong dt-termi nation to nse 

IuarEh means and to not respect the presenee of State militia, 
too many of whose oflhwrs and privates were themselves 
raih-onders, and in full aeeord tvilh the movement against 
the company. 
''Would it not he well," suggested Mayor Shutt, "to 
Bpeak with the strikers, and give thcni at least fair warning 
of what they may expect if they intcrfci-o with the engine 
or the train?" 
Cui. Fanlkner was of the opinion that such a conrse wonid 
^L be for the hest ; and, standing in a prominent position on 
^m ihe passenger platform, he commenced an luidrcss, the pnr- 
H port of which was pacificatory, and at the same time conrte- 
ously firm and impressive. He conuaeled delay — ttjferenea 
of tlieir troubles to President Garrett — anything rather than 
the exercise of brute force, in seeking to obtain their rights. 
His words were unheeded. When he informed the infu- 
riated men that tliey must not touch the engine or the caifl, 
at their peril, they only langhed at him. The tmin was at 
the inoment moving on the siding in thcdii-eciiiin of a switch 
that, if properly turned or set, would lead it u|xin the main 
track of the road. 

]}y this lime it was nearly ten oVloek, and the mob liad 
greatly increased in size and iHiwor. Parts of the militia 
command were deployed npon either side of the train, to 
see that its couplings were not tampered with. The re- 
mainder occupied positions whonee they eonld protect the 
fii-eman, engineer, and brakeman. As the train steadily 
and slowly drew nigh the switch, a militiaman named John 
Poisal, while sitting on the cow-catehor, particularly noticed 
tho position of the switeh-baU, \v\\\«\\ i\\i!ws\Xs:i xW^v xka 
&aw/, uulasB soma ciiarige was inaiie, \vuw\ii \>e vVwo-^w v&; 
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ilie right track. Iiiituediatoly jitmpinj; tu the ground, iniis- 
tet in liand, ho ran forward to the switch. VViUiain Taii- 
Oergriff, one of the striking Erenien, stood nigh, and had just 
prung the bar so as to send the engine in the wrong direc- 
tion, and remained on watch to prevent its reversal. 

John Poisal reai-hod the spot in time and put out Iiis hand 
towards the rod, when, amid the general confusion, VaTidor- 
jrifTe voice rang out loud and ulear : 
" Don't you toncli that switch ! " 

" I'm not going to seo tlio train run on a siding if I can 
■event it ! " answered Poisal, firmly grasping the iron, 
.e had not time to move it. VandergrifF said no more, 
llut drew a smalt pocket-pistol from his belt, and before 
?oisal had time to change the switch, fired two shots in 
ccesaion, full upon the militiaman, one of the 
lullets plowing a jagged fnrrow in the side of Foisara 
I, Just above the ear, and the utiier flying wide of the 
isrk. This sudden onslaught caused a lively scattering 
kmong the women, children, and peaceably disposed and 
) timid citizens, while the mob drew closer np to tlio 
oldiera. The switch i-cmained unchanged, and the lucomo- 
ivo stopped. But this was not all. Poisal, upon receiving 
e striking fireman's shot, rapidly raised his gun and dia- 
ibarged it, aiming at Vandergriff. Another soldier sent 
; BCGond missile in the same direction, and both wei'O well 
amed. One bullet struck the j'onng man in the thigh, and 
nother penetrated his arm. Uo fell, mortally wounded, 
there followed several explosions of small arms, but no 
^er persons were seriously injured. Poisal and Vander- 
riff were taken to their homes. In a uiomeut the militia 
^nd themselves overpowered, and once more the strikers 
ad things all in their own way. The sounds of the firing 
tew)Brger crowds from the city, witX \\\& exi'\\.cva«vi\. '«'«*» 
aible, still more intense. 
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The fireman and engineer who had vohinteered toaSt 
he trtnn, munaged to escape, left tlie locality, and returned | 
i tlieir homes. 
Col. Fiiiilkncr appreciated, in an instant, that hie militia, 
liowever brave and trustworthy nnder ordinary eirunm- 
tanecB, would not attempt to kill tlieir relatives and friends, 
leir brothers and neiwhlxn's. Ho therefore reported to 
tjUCr. Sharp that his soldiers were powerless, many openly 
^nipatbiziii;; with the strikers, and he must inareli them 
uik to tlie armory. Tiiey were of no use where they 
btood, and the only coui-sc left was to order them home, 
saving the road blocked up with traiits and everytliing iu ' 
bhe cars subject to the caprices of an inflauied and angry 
(Bob. 

All that day, and for several days thei'eafter, Vander-' 
jfHff lay upon his bod suffering terrible agony from liis in*' 
nni'ies, at his house in the city, watched over and nnrsed b^ 
wife and the beet surgeons tlie country afforded. It may. 
well be stated here that, twelve days subBcqueut to the- 
JMiooting, on the 2$th of Jnly, he breathed his last, and the 
following Sunday his ix'mains were buried in the ccmetory,, 
|niu funeral being largely attended from the Lutheran' 
TDliiircli. 

John Fuisat, tho militiaman, was not severely hurt. In 
i few days he made his appea4-ance upon tho streets, appais 
ntly as well as nsual. 

. These few and simple circumstances were greatly ina^- 
Bdfied by the correspondents of Baltimore, Washington, and 
Blew York (lapel's, who visited the place in forcu, and hj 
■tlie time the small siieck of news reitcl>ed the West, It had' 
grown to such prodigious proportions that lUartiiisburg 
people, who were witnesses of all the incidente, oonld hardly 
recogmza it. If the journals weru U> \ks ttcftSXaA, »i\N^> "«»* 
tmgnedin Wc^t Virginia. The etovy B\«eai^ iJo\QaA.\w "^^^^ 
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exagi;orateil form, and lighted tlie ttii-cli of c-oinmunisiD,! 
wlii<J] in a few dajs bitrued lirightly thronghont the wLols; 
conntry. At no time was the nntnber of actnal strikere or 
disaffected' i-ailroad men upwards iii seventy-five or ciglity, 
but tlie many citizens and others hacking and working with 
them formed a raub of really large iMit|xii-tionB, 

After the depai'tiire of the militia from tlie scene, firiTig. 
and confusion seemed to cease, the i-ailroadei-s retired to 
their former positioii near the maehinc-iihii|)s, and ther^ 
awaited fnrllier developments, the locomotive bcin-r 
coupled and af^in retnriicd to its place in the ronml-house. 

Col. Faulkner, who, it must bo borne in mind, had given, 
hie men no orders to (ire npon the strikers — hence, running 
no risk of Itis commands lieing disobeyed — was thoroughl/, 
disgusted with the part lie had, with his company, beeit' 
forced to assmne in the riots. Desirous of pei-fonning lifaj 
whole duty, he yet sought to enforce the laws withont shed^ 
ding human bhmd, and had met no success. He at nncci 
telegraphed to GovcrEior Mathews, saying he had faitbfull; 
tried to protect the men in moving trains, but had beoBi 
^red into, having one man shot, and the militia shixitiug' 
one man. Then the engineer and flrL'iiian deserted, and, 
the train could not be moved. At a later hour he fop- 
warded to Governor Malliews a second telegram, to the 
tact that it was impossible for him to do anything further 
with hifl command — the most of the men, being raih-oadenj, 
would not respond. The force of strikers was too formi-, 
dable for him to cope with. In response, the same day, 
came a dieiiatch fi-om the Governor stating that the peaoe- 
muet be preserved, law-abiding citizens protected, and 
whatever force might bo needed to accom|ilish tliis would 
be used. He could send a company fi-ora AVheeling, it 
necessary, in which there were no men "unwilling to be 
'iteed in sii/>pres6iiig nut and executing iL\\o\a.\v." tW\a». 
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once 1 
lowever, he addressed the Executive to the ettect that Ihe 
sympatJiies of the citizens were entirely with the strikcra; 
engineers and fij'emen were reluctant to risk taking out 
tra!ti», and if ho thought snch a eondition of affairs ualJcd 
'ior a military force, he would liave to send it from another , 
■point than Martinshni-g, fii»in reasons before stated. In a 
telej^rain sent to Martiueburs^ the ensninij day, Iho Governor 
spoke very highly of Col. F!iulknei''s appeal to the riotem, 
[(ftiid his c<Hidii(;t in the discliiirge of the delicate and im- 
portant duty with wliieh he had been intrusted. 

The revolution ista had full possession of all the railroad 
|-|>niperty in and around Martinaburg from Monday night 
until the inomiug of the succeeding Wednesday, the ISth ' 
of July, at 7.30 o'clock, when abont fifty of the luenibera of 
the Mathews Light Guard, from Wheeling, under Col. ■ 
Delaplaine, arrived in the town. For upwards of an hour, 
•however, the soldiery reniaiiied in the ears that bronght ' 
them, awaiting t!ie i-csnlt of a conference between tlieir 
tofiicers and Attorney-General White, Mr. Wra. Keyser, 
[■■jBecoiid Vice-President, Col. Sharp, and others, as ^^-> tlia 
iroper course to be pursued in the emergency. The rioters 
lade no demonstration more than to keep np a gnard over 
iG works, and all stories concerning their erection of bar^ 
icades and intronchmenta near the round-house, which 
■ere fi'eely circnlated by the press, were merely the inven- 
tion of imaginative newspaper correspondents. Had an 
attempt been made to move the freight ti'ains, however, it 
probable that they would at once have resumed hostili- 
tiee. Remaining (|uiet, apparently content with the work ' 
they had done, the men narrowly watched the ^tii^t^savA' 
ivents, and telegraphed as often a& \ici6&\\i\e "Cue -isiwSv- 
of affairs Ui the leaders o£ the TiauxmwVft ViW 
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tiiiiore, Grafton, Cumberland, Pittsburg, and oth^ 

At Doon on tlie IStli of 3\\\j the strikers visited the r 
road workshops in Martineburg:, and oitlcred tlie laborers b 
Biiei^iid operations, which they refused to do, and the train; 
men were compelled to leave, their mission iinaccompliehec 

All passenger and mail trains, meantime, were allowed tc 
pass either way, nnmolested CTitirely — only the freights 
being stopped, the idea appearing Ui be to avoid an infi-ao 
tion of Unitfid States law through interference with the 
post-offiee department. No dama^ waa done to the proj)- 
erty of the railway company at Mailinsbiirg, and none waa 
attempted. The men engaged in tlie ti-onbles said tliat ii.\ 
they were nut interfered with, no pei-sou should be molcstec 
The cars iilled with cattle were finally sent forward by MrJ 
Mantz, over the Cumberland Valley and Western MarylaiidJ 
railroad, and the stock reached its destination not muuh tj 
woitse for temporary detention. 

As was very natural under the circumstances, and c<uisi£ 
ering the direction of the sympathies of the people, gra 
indignation prevailed among all classes of citizens of Mar>1 
tinsbnrg at what tltey denominated the hasty and ilt-adviscd 
action of Governor Mathews. They thought the power of 
civil authority had not been exhausted, and that ShuriS 
NaHdeub'iUBch might liave quelled the disturbance of Tues- 
day without the loss of life, had a properly constituted posse 
been called out. But this is open to grave doubt. From a 
careful survey of the field, made by an euii)]oyee of n^j 
agency only a few days after tho occurrence of the inui 
dents jurt related, I am satisfied that it would have beciJ 
almost imixissiblc ti* have found in the whole of Berkeley 
county, at the dale of the strike, a sufficient number of im 
}jartial, non'Synipathizing men to have dislodged the i-ail- 
rrnde/v ai)d their armed and unarmed 6n\.V"i;^«^- TliQ 
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iidcnte along the line of the railroad were fit>m snmo rea- 
I very much prejiidieed against the compmij', and for a 
^ine, nntil their passions had cooled off somewhat:, would 
rdlj have turned out, npon tlie simple order of the sheriff, 
diB|)ei-9e a mob wliiuh, from their standpoint, was be- 
ficved to be working in a proper direction. 

Ill the muanwhilc, rhe Wheeling Light Infantry had 
charge of the town, bnt did not 8eek to interfere with the 
^rations of the sti-ikers. It was deomed best to await 
ein force incuts. 

On the ISth of July, at the urgent request of Mr. (iarrott 
kiid the directorship of the Baltimore and Oliio i-oarf, Gov- 
^nor Mathews forwarded to President Hayes a lengthy 
telegram, explaining the situation and asking that United 
States troops should be furnished. 

Col. Dclaplaino was censured for the highly-colored re- 
jmrt lie had seirt to Wheeling, upon the arrival of himself 
•ud uoniinand at Martinsburg ; bnt that genlleman^s descrip- 
tion of the condition of affaii-s was moderation and niild- 
cmplified, compared with that of tlie earlier press 
porresjx indent. 
The Light Infantry from Wheeling went into camp near 
je railway and at the court-Iionsc. After their advent, 
'hile awaiting developments, no further attempts were made 
) move train?, and hence the strikers were worn out willi 
^lulling, and made no effort to contifil tlie propeity of the 
ulroad company. It was not until Brevet Major-Genera' 
r. H. French, Colonel of tlie Fonrth U. S. Artillery, with 
iro hundi-ed men armed as infantry, arrived on the gniund, 
anytliing was accomplished towards starting freight 
derations on that portion of the line. The Federal sol- 
lere from the ai^cnal at Wiislungtou had no sooner vewiVwA,! 
birtinsburg tJiau quiet and (mler reigned ftvi'pTOTOft. 
J'revhits to thi^. lum-ewi; President Ww-se* V»A ■\*».'aRA. 
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Ilia pmc'Iarniitii^ii, dirotted to tlie cUizoiis of West Vipgitiit 
It was a diKjumeiit similar in most respeuts to tlioae usually 
iesued from tlie office of the National Executive, upon the 
application of the Governor of a State when an emei^oiicy 
occufd and tliere is no time in which to assemtjJe tbo le^isla- 
tnre to meet the ditHculty. It was on this occasion founded 
njK»n the representation of Governor Mathews that turbn- 
Iciicc existed in different parts of tlie State, which the author- 
ities were luisble to snppress. The President admonished 
all giK)d citizens of the United States, and all persons withtBj 
the territory and jurisdiction of the United States, agaitU 
itidinji;, countenancing, abetting, or taking part in such tiD' 
lawful praceeditigs, and warned those engaged in i 
nected witii said domestic violence and obstruction of tbofj 
laws to disperse and rutire peaceably to tbeii- respective 
abodes, on or before twelve o'cl'jck meridian of tholOlJiday 
of July. It bore the great seal of the United States, and 
the signatiirea of the President and F. A. Seward, Acting 
Secretary of State. -^ 

Gen. French's first work, after reaching Martinsburg w 
his force, was Ihe issnance of a general order, in the elmp4 
of a hand-bill, notifying the inhabitants that traffic on t 
line of the Baltimore and Ohio road must no longer 1 
interfered with, and that th'>ae who impeded movenients c 
United States troops did so at their peril. This peri 
tiently settled the difliouUy as Martinsburg. The riotepi 
had to retire. They could not light the government of tliW 
United States. 



TEE lilSIXa ly BALTIMOBK 



CUAPTER XIII. 



THE KISLVQ IN H\LT[MORE. 



From Marti ii8biir<* the wimmnniatiu madness mdiatcd in 

u-ious directions; but in the coui-se of this rt?latiou BalEi' 

more seems to cume next in iinportarice and date of occni^ 

lice. Tills place contains, or ib supposed to cuitiain, 

lineiitly suitable eleiuents fur tlie I'apid genomtion of tlao 

[noI> prinuiple. While it is the Mounnieiital City, and i 

jreat metropolis in more ways than one, within its bordei-a 

k certain i-onghandcusniopulitAU ulass has settled, which can 

B relied upon for a fij^ht or a scrimmage on the slightest 

le provoealion. The history of the town, dating back 

), asitd<.~>es, fnrnishca a number of incidents eijniliir to 

B taking place during the gi-cat striivcs of '77 ; but the 

ret purely i-ailway difticiilty happened the 30th of June, 

\ and was caused by a contractor on the Baltimore and 

I road leaving his lahorei-s without settlement of the 
Inst dues. In revenge, the swindled workmen burned ties, 

I up rails, and destroyed whatever stiwd in tlieir way, 
[atliering, to the nninbei' of three hundred or more, and 
iftieting the sheriff and his posse with all tlieir Etrengfli. 
'lie Biiltiniure military were ealled out the -Slst, and cap- 
i sixty of the riotei-s, tho remainder making their- 
[)e. The judge of a court before wluun the men wcr 

II discharged thein the ensuing day. Three years later, 
Hovember 13, 1834, one &)rman, anolher eowX.ra.'iVQV , ««&. ( 

•inplnfod upon the l>raHcli being \)u\\t \.oN\a.%VTO%v>\\, 
n miles from the citj, was assaWed \u V\a ^\»xA^ 
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drsg^d off and severely beaten, in company with Jolu 
Watson, a siipcrinleiident. Watwin was eubsequently r 
dered while lying alone, sick in hie bed. 

Two lit liis assistants and several otiier persona were dainfl 
geroualy wounded. Their persona were then robbed c 
valuables and money. Three hundred of those known I 
have been engaged in tlie crime were captured on the 2 
and lodged in prison at Baltimore, 

Bnt the strike of the gi-eatest proportions took plw 
about the last days of April, 1S57. In this instance the 
conductors and crews in charge of freight trains, on iho 
27th of tlie month mentioned, resolved to quit work, aud 
did quit on the firet and second divisions of the road. Tha 
dissatisKed sought to secure their ends by forcible meanait 
Tbey camped in the woods between Relay and Baltimoro 
and built bonfires at frequent intervals, around wliich th^.' 
Collected, waiting for trains; but the company sent qoiw 
ont, excepting such as were accompanied by anned gnarda^ 
Tlie crisis came the first of May, about four c'clock i 
afternoon, when Sheriff Pule, of tlie city, sinnmoned a par^ 
and appeared at Camden Station, placed bis men in an old 
car, attached it to a freight train, and started for the maiB 
line. Near Q-wyune'e Falls several other trains fromMou] 



Clare were drawn np, and they followed the pioneer nax^ 
carrying the armed deputies. At Jackson's Bridge tlie^ 
met the first resistance. A man api^^ared ahead, waviiij 
his hat for tlie engineer to stop, but be was not heeded, am 
barely sneceeded in getting off the track in time to save bi 
life. An attack npon the train was soon made. Fistok 
ftiid n kind of short rifle then in fashion, and weapons of 
almost everj' conceivable description, were discharged at 
and thrown upon the sherifFs assistants, and they, in tum, 
/ii-L-<] rhiiir thirty muskets upon the stvikecs, wounding 
vvi/ While giiiiig under tlie \)v\dae, V'^ atjaw. 
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Lurled dovra upon, and crushing lu the roofs, of the cars in 
several places, but tliey were dragged through by tho pow- 
erful eii^^ine. The following three trains wei-o more uiifor- 
Rioters slopped and surrounded them, jumping 
;kteesly from the bridge upon the locomotive and caboose, 
■Jjnttiug down the brakes, despite the efforts of the pereoiia 
in charge to prevent, unconpling the cars and throwing 
away the conpling-pins. These trains bad to bo returned 
to Mount Clare. The same scenes marked the succeeding 
Bniiday and Monday, on tho line to Ellicotc's Mills. Gov- 
ernor Ligon issued a manifesto, wamitig all persons to keep 
,^away from the nerghborliood. Saturday afternoon tho Bal- 
timore City Guards, Captain Warner, and the Independent 
ircTB, Captain Brush, were called out, and, with the slier- 
fffs force, put in passenger coaches in advance of the 
freight. At the extreme ejid was the j^aymaatei-'s car and a 
eniatl trunk car, the latter called " ScbaatopoL" Tlie Irain 
moved under command of Col. Sluitt and Captain llaw- 
ings. All passed smoothly until in the heavy cut at Jack- 
in 's Bridge, when, as on the preceding day, i-ocks were 
thrown and pishjis discharged at the men, but no damage 
was done. A mile farther along, however, in another deep 
excavation, a sharp fire was [wjured into tfio train, which the - 
military promptly responded to, one man, Henry Ilonser, 
sing killed, and a number wounded, Houser had been a . 
iiuan, and lived at or near Mount Clai'e. At Leu's Sta- 
in the road was completely blockaded by an engine and 
ider having been thrown from the track, with tho stock 
I, by means of a heavy stone placed under a rail for iha 
Tpoae. On the return trip a number of the cars of tho 
train were thrown off through the spiking of the 
;k by rioters, and several of the military r\d\\\w tiw ^v% 
fine badJf' cat and hruised. T\ie tnx)T;« ^laii ^« ^tyA MS 
tho uhy, which was reaclieil at iwu ifviXotiN;. ^w^^ 
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Snbseqnently tliese troubles were all ainicablj 
In Mftj', 1802, another difficnltj' involved llie 
at Mount Clare Dciwt, wliei-e an attack was made 
upon tlio building bv a liirge crowd uf men calliiijf thetn- J 
Belves Unionists, who beat and rongldy tiandlcd soiuc labop^ 
era accuBed of being Secession it;ts. Tiio jwlicc took 
niitiee of tlie affair. Fmin tlie date last iiietitioned uiittfl 
the riots RlK)nt to be dcscribod, the line of road saffere 
little, if any, from mobs. 

Other distnrbaiiL-ca which liave oecurred in Baltiin 
entirely disconnected with railroads, t need not review 1 
these pagea. 

As early its tlie 17tii of iTuly, at 3 a.m., a train had been 
wreuked near the ^^-lioiise in South Baltimore, tlie engiua 
' ditched, and rendered for the time being entirely nselesB. 
I Some smoke arose, »nd an alarm of fire was sounded, briug- 
j ing out the firo department. No further damage was done 
in this dircetion at the time. The disaster was supposed to 
' IlBve been cansod by the strikers, and a reward was offered 
\ by the eoTiipany for the capture of the perpetrators, Unr- 
[ ing the same period tlie mob spirit developed among fruit- 
can makers of Baltimore, who, to the nnm1>er of eight or 
u hundred, gnided liy the socialistic principle, demanded 
I an advance in tlie I'ate of their wages. They had been 
iving thirty cents per hundi-od for two, and tJiirty-iive 
k cents fur thi>ce-pound cans, and wanted the sum inercasod 
I to forty-flve cenia and tifty cents i-es])ectively. At first tiie 
I proprietors held out, but the organization was too complete, 
\ its plans t<K) well drawn, and they were com|>clled to accept 
I the overt nrcs and pay the rates made by their employees. 
I The box-makers and sawyers made a similar demand, were 
\ refused, stopped work, and in the end a uumpromiBe was 
f effected, ?y wJiiuli the men secured nearly, if uot c^nitc, all 
^ej- asked fur in the (!i>n\iueiice\ni;nl. 
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These artisans had tlieir regular Bocietiea, or iiiiionB, and 
held monllily or weekly lueetin^, the idea being to control 
everything in their own interest. Tlie suuceaa of their 
movements had ila effect upon the larger and more power- 
ful societies in the city. Their members wore encouraged, 
and believed tliat they tix> might gain their wishes if tliey 
made a bold sti-oke aud put forth a powerful aud united 
effort. 

It was natural that the mauagemeut of tlie Baltimore aud 
Ohio ri>ad should feel a pervading sense of insecurity dur- 
ing the occnrrence of tliose eventa, and especially after 
receiving a full report of the condition of affairs at Martius- 
burg. Tliey soon saw that they had to look out for break- 
ers even nearer home. There was trouble at Mount Clare. 
Tbc firemen struck, refusing to accept the ten per cent. 
rednction. At 10 a.m. the same day a freight train froio 
Houiit Clare was detained at Camden Station, three miles 
from tlie city, by trainmen who refused lo allow its passage 
farther towards its destination. Mr. A. J. Fairbaulc aud 
Marshal Cray went to the assistauue of the company, for 
the purpose of ]H'oteetin{£ the men engaged to run the loco- 
motives. They succeeded in starting forward a train or 
two. There was great excitement in the neighborhood, bitt 
no persons were injured. The freights from Locust Point 
were al^o stopped, and the Hi'euieu badly punished by a 
crowd of strikers. Difficulty subsequently showed its front 
at a [mint between Baltimoi-e and liclay •Station. 

In the midst of these fast gathering trials, the company 
adopted the plan of removing, as far as jKissible, temptation 
to do harm from the way of ail discontented men, abs<tlnlely 
withdrawing all fi-eight trains, closing up all transjHirtatioii 
of goods, merchandise or stock upon live \\T\e Viatweew Vivii>i.- 
juoreaiid the Ohio River. No cai-a were aWovjeA \n\«i'VQ» 
ill any dhtmtiou, except those uarryiiig yaaacu^ftiK. ttvA 
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United States m&ils. This left the stnkers witliunt groum 
to stand upon — in fact, knocked the foundations from bt 
Death all their schemes. 

Aa had been exjiected, tlie cessation of train-mnning gaw 
the strikers great ofEeiise, This was carrying the war I 
thei- into Africa than tliey had ever thwight of going. Tb 
rule applied to the Motrii|)Qlitan and Waeiiington bitinel 
of the lino, and the company determined to maintain I 
order nnlil the Governors of West Virginia and MarylauA 
and tlie President of the United States should do something 
to make carriage of pn>perty perfectly safe. 

At about the same time that the truo)is reached Martiiw 
bnrg, disorder raised its itgly head at Cumberland, and i 
different i>ortians of Maryland, always upou the liue of tlu 
Baltimore and Ohio Railraad. Knowing (he coveted poweg 
which West Virginia had signally failed to develop, Go»i 
ernor John Leo Carroll tried to avoid, in Maryland, the p 
ticuJarly sharp and dangejous rock upon which Governor 
Mathews had struck and foundered, by sending tiix>]^>g to 
face the strikci-s from localities far removed from the plouea 
to be opei-uted upou. lie had un faith in the use of Cnoi 
berland companies of militia to subdne a rebellious BpitI 
and disperse a mob at Cumberland; hence, on Friday, T 
20th of July, he issued from the executive oHice a i 
directed to Brigadier- General James R. nerberl, command^ 
ing the First Brigade of National Guard, at Baltimoi'c, tl 
take the Fifth Regiment of his brigade and proceed I 
Cumberland, there to aid in tlie suppression of riot an^l 
lawlessness along the Hue of the railway. At the same time* 
he pnbliehed abroad his proclamation, calling upon all cum- 
biudtions of men, formed at different points in the State, 

tiiposing a conspiracy to impede traffic and interfere with 
tAo business of the country, atul vjitW TaWvaad Vra-ws^wtatioa 
f freight, at once to deaist itotn \in\a.wiu\ 'e^'^ 
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Pftintain from excitoment, and to aid the aiitliontics in main- 
btining peace and good order. 
The request had bceu Imt a few h(nii-s ahroad when the ■ 
Mil of tlie Fifth were found promptly at their armory, 
rith everytliiiig in complete onier to move. Tho militia 
had been assembled previous to tho Martiiisburg trouble, 
but the order to march was coniitermiindcd by the Gov- 
ernor, lie then said that, after coneultation with the Mayor, 
the Hon. Ferdinand C. Latrobe, and tlie Cominiaaionere of 
Police, he deemed it inexpedient to part with the Fifth or 
Sixth Regiment, but requested botli bodio& to remain at their 

IiU'mories, Giibjeut to call. They miglit be needed at altnoet 
Buy hour during the day or night. 
t By the moniiug of tlie 20tli of July there were prevalent 
■erioufi apprehensions that trouble might be experienced 
aren in the city of Balthnore. The people began to grow 
%ervou8 and excited. Businesa waa little attended to. On 
tlie Friday mentioned Mayor Latiiibe waa aware <if the fact 
that, within the hour lie had consumed in writing to the 
Governor, aerioua Hyinptoma had appeared in the Btreota, 
'ftnd there was a reasonable prospect that any attempt to 
I remove the militia to the Bueno of difHculty would be 
|r<feeisted to the bitter end by the Hotel's, tlieir sympathizers 
|Utd friends. 
A little later in the same day the Fifth and Sixth rcgi- 
lents were oixlered to gather at their armories, ready to I 
larch at short notice for Camden Depot. This Imilding l 
B been described as the general headcLuartere of the leud- 
[ officials of tho Baltimore and Ohio road. The exten- 
ive and handsome structure was erected expressly for a 
x»t and the offices of the company. There were the 
Lcions apartments of President tiavvelt, N\v.Qi-^"c«.».ft 
Kin^, 3f/". Keyser, the General Supevu\Vcn4e\A,l\w^«»»*5Vi- 
^r Agent, Architect, Civil Eiimueere, ttwi o\\\ei «o'i&»\'»^ 
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and attaches of the coi-poratioii. Tlie depot was already 
re^Kirt had it, (tnrruiiuded bj a mob, and its safety momi 
tarily threatened. A niiiiiber of BUBpiciiuis pci'&uiia h 
also been ob6el■^'ed hanging about the neigliborhood, and it 
was believed that the etrikei's Intended to bnrn and deetoi; 
whato\'er they could lay their hands upon. It was their 
opeuly «x|>rossed determination, at all events, to make it 
impossible for the military to be transported to Cumberland. 
They elainicd that a gi-eat mistake liad been made in alloi^ 
iug tlic United States troops, under General French, to 
tlirongli to Martinsbnrg. Ilad they been eunij>elled to 
by tlie WHy of Battiinoi'c, it is more than probabto 
wonld have been delayed, if not wholly obatrncted. 

The Fifth Regiment met with compai'atively little opj 
eition in leaving tiie armory, on Nortii Howard Street, 
Buueeeded in i-eaehiiig Ca^nden Dcjxtt and gaining the ca.n 
prepared for their reception. To it were to be added the 
two companies of the Sixth Regiment. This last-mentionod 
organization, which had but recently removed to its ueif- 
annory, in the vicinity of the shot-tower, corner of Fponl 
and Fayette Streets, began to gather, Colonel ClaroiK 
Peters in command. In the afternoon of the eventful 
of Jnly, privates and non-commissioned and commissi 
ofticers were within the armory, which is a large, syni 
five-story, briek building; the drill-room is situated on ai 
upi>cr floor and accessible only by a broad, steep stairway... 

Previous to this an arrangement bad been made that t1 
fire alarm hells, in the event of an attack upon any portit 
of the city, should be rung thus : " I — 5 — 1," which shoi 
constitute a military signal, demanding the presence of 
soldiery at some particular plat^e. 

Colonel Peters was present at tlio armory. The niea, 
atiifarm, wore i-esting, in vaviuwa uegliwent attttndt 
ipou the Soor on blankets, ol\ier6 m ttVaSt*, «.ui tsCass» 
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^Hopon wooden benches, in different parts of the great room, H 

|Kln anticipation uf the order to taarch. One or two groups were H 

I ■' engaged whiling away the time at a game of cards, neiiig H 

a ]icap of knapsacks for a tabic and sitting upon enipt^' H 

anitnuiiition boxes. The ai'it>3 were in repair, cartriilgea H 

^ distributed and guns gtaeked in the usual way. Tiiis was ■ 

tile situation of affairs when an orderly brought a message ^| 

If— 4lie tliird from the same source during that day — in the ^| 

uKme of General IIerl>ert, requesting Colonel Peters to H 

Lave two companies of his coTuiuand at Camden Depot by H 

S o'clock that night, sharp, and witUont fail. H 

^ This notification was at once communicated to the Cap- H 

^■"tsins of the companies, and Colonel Peters started for Uen- ■ 

^Keml Ilerhei't'a headqnartei-s, wliero he soon presented him- H 

Belf, with the request that ho might bo alhiwed pei-sonally fl 

to accompany hie men, with the Fifth. General Herbert H 

said he would willingly give such permission, but dare not, H 

as he was aware tliat by far the grealer portion of the re- fl 

nminder of the trtxips would be required in Baltimore, and ^| 
the i-eforo he felt forced to refuse. _^H 

"Nol It cannot be 1" answered General Herbei-t, " yonr ^| 

services, and those of your men, will be wanted iu the H 

city." H 

Colonel Peters was dissatisfied, but returned to the armory ■ 

of his regiment, where he remained until half past six in H 

the evening, when another messt^ from General Herbert H 

arrived, inquiring liow the regiment Et<K>d. Colonel Petere' H 

njply was that he had a gttod complement of men and H 

ofHc-^rs, and othei's were rapidly reporting. The companies H 

^^vould soon be ready to start. H 

^H At a quarter to seven o'clock the military alarm, "1 — H 
^f% — 1," was sonudod. It was understood by tVift ».t\VA'«>..wh T 
well aa by the midlcry, to mean ih&V a. wAVwow \«>S». "^^^ 
carrGd, or w&a liable to oyciir, and tii&V tW Uw»^ "w^ '^''^ 
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armory were to act out at once. While membere of tli0 
regiment ran to, and entered the armory, passing the senti- 
nela at the foot of the stairs, the iinnily element also 
lected in great force in the siirronndin^ street and npon 
the sidewalks in the neigiiborhood of the shot-tower. 

There was great trouhle stJilkiiig abroad. The Ticinity 
of Camden Depot was prohably the place of rendezvous. 

The mull of the Sixth — Companies I and F — formed and 
took np their arms in the drill-room, numbering less tlias 
forty men to the eompany. There was a look of resolution 
«pon their faces. They were asaomhled for duty, and evi- 
dently intended performing it faithfully and nnflinchingly. 

Meanwhile a distant innrmnr, as of many vniccB, or thQ 
noise of rnehing waters, and tlic fall of many feet, ast^iidod 
to the position hold l>y the BoldierB, 

Colonel Petei-8 walked to a window and looked onU 
Below him he distovei-cd that the ground, in every direc- 
tion, was blaek with turbulent humanity. From the shot- 
tower, even to the walls of the armory ; npon the bridge 
spanning the inky and motionless watei-s of "The Falls; '* 
on the avenues intersecting the larger thorouglifai'es, was 
packed In close array a swaying, staggering, infuriated mul- 
titude. It qnickly flashed through his mind that cowardice 
would possibly be attributed to him if he failed to lead his 
soldiers down the etaii'case and through that fierce crowd. 
But he had received tlie oi-dere of his superior officer to 
remain and continue command of the remainder of his regi- 
ment. It was for him to obey. The sight his eye rested 
npon was one that a man beholds but once in a lifetime, 
and liaving eeeu, never desires to look at again as long as ha 
lives. 

There were in that sea of upturned faces, in that mael- 
Btn>m of human behigs, araov^g vV\e moddovie'l uominuniala , 
and other people, many merely uinoceul e,v««XiAo'»- 
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nsnally are in such gatlieriiigs— inaiiy women and somo 
children, accideiitnl Ij- caitght in the mirlst of the rabhlc. and 
all unable to escape. But with these there was a Btenier 
sort, i>art of which has been known as tlio phig-ngly cle- 
ment, always ripe for mischief, and, on this oeuftaton, fully 
^Te8olvcd that the regiment should not leave peaceably. 
Tliere was the hardy mechanic, on a strike; the railway 
fireman, on a strike; occasionally an engineer, on a strike 
because he had nothing else tij do; biitcher-boya with thoir 
aprons on, armed with cleavers and big knives to aid the 
strike; cartmen, with loaded whips; coal-drawera, with 
their wagon-stakoa and grimy features ; firemen, from the 
nearest eugine-honse, and of the olden time, who belonged 
to iio particular company, with tiic air of Bowery boys, and 
"* ehibs in their hands ; and othei-a in whoso hearts burnt a 
^Bdeaire to injnre tho Ounpany — hence no wish to benefit the 
^ Boldiery, that they well knew were afficmbling for the pur- 
pose of strengthening their natural enemy, tlio railway. 
There were gangs of grumbling and discontented laborcm 
of all kinds and all classes, and equally noisy crowds of 
joiingsters, who irever worked at anything, carrying sticks, 
rips of boards, fence pickets and different weapons of 
dfcnsc and defense, knowing little of the cause of the tur- 
md caring less, so that they conld enjoy their f nn — 
fun, for them, perhaps, but cause of aori-ow before they 
Bivei'e through with it, to hundreds of their happy house- 
■Iiolds. In the backgi-ound, as well aa in the foreground of 
J^hat dread picture, were found many women, wives of shojv 
rjteepei-s — and. among the rest, bar-i-oom keepers, who were 
not and never had been wives — and owners of stalls nml 
the smaller eort of stores; women broad of sliouldor and 
hip and face, with eyes that partook ot iVie ^^V-j , a.\\\ \\nj^ 
which wen snore familiar with bU\\ngft«sv^ 6.\\^W'aK^«wi"j 
£6jin kiud n-orda and soothing aii-a to \uia.uc^ \ "WCiisi^^^ '«''^' 
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bare arms and inoscles like those of Charlotte CiistimaQ 
"Meg MeiTilies;" men with blackened hands and face 
wearing Biniths' aprons, fresh from adjacent forges; luc 
ill black hats, fashionably cut clothing, and showing hant 
nuueed to toil, bnt 'with their blanuhcd coiintenanuc6 an 
glaring eyes turned upon the protecting walls of the arinon 
and coiintleseotlierBof the rude and uncanny of all brani^hi 
of industry, all- exhibiting their purjxee to stop the niilitai 
from niai'ching to tiieir doBtination, even though they ha 
to rend, tear, and kilt in ihe attempt. In several places tl 
pavement had been torn up with axes and bar*, and tl 
rot-.ks, bricks, and fragments transferred into tnisslles, whit 
tlie crowd brandished, and wore ready to cast n]x>n il 
militiamen whenever tliey should make their appearanc 
Still the multitude grew darker, more dense, and the shriel 
and maledictions uf women and men became more inteni 
and more terrible, all directed towards the upper casetnen 
of the building, from which nn occasional uniform conid I 
discerned as its wearer jioereJ out to catch a glimpse of tJ 
mob — the map of mad humanity beneath. Never we 
soldiers hemmed in and threatened by a more lierce ai 
bitter army than that encircling tlie devoted inenibci'ii i 
the Sixth Regiment. 



CHAPTER SIV. 
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OoLONKi. Peters turned away from th^ window, forme 
the men, and gave the command: " Forward, -"Wi'-cA/" 

The Boldiers obeyed with lAainlj, Cwn^mw^ Y, (VYia 
Wm. B. TappsD, leading tU« way, vuii ^V^X^i i^>\\v.-««i 
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Company F, Captain John C, Fnllon, Major Andrew 
tJeorge, Coloiiul Petets, Liciiteiiuiit Q. C lirown, and other 
ofliceni ware in their proper ptmitions. Roaching the slaii-- 
way, they were formed into twos and fours, witli Itayoiieta 
fixed and pieces at "trail arms." It ie not pi-obable that 
the men, as a body, knew wtiat they had to face upon the 
Btreets, as tlicy had not been linking fmm the windowa, but 
Hajur Andrew George had experienced a trial o£ it while 
seeking to enter the armory building a few minutes earlier. 
His firet Baliitatiun, upon reaching the vicinity, was a end- 
den and stunning blow on the liead from a lieavy club, and 
the eavttgfi cry, "Kill him I Kill him I" sonnding in his 
Ho managed to get in, however, just an tlie two com- 
panies about to leave were taking positions in rank, and at 
I oiice assumed his ptaee. They readied the ball leading to 
I'tlie street, and us the doors were thrown open for their 
|<Bgress, the guards ran in with great baste, succeeded by a 
Rfierce volley of stones and other missiles, thrown by the mol» 
wlow. 
Captain Tappan's Company waverad, and some of the 
Enieu were driven bnckwai'd, the i-etrogade movement, cans- 
Ijiig alight confusion among those at the rear. But all 
I'promptly rallied, and resumed the way forward to tlie sido- 
I valk. When once more at the main entrance, the men ea- 
(conntered pistol shots, bricks, and cobble-stones from tlie 
linfiiriated crowd, wliich seemed determined that the sol- 
Idicrs should not leave the locality alivu. But the militia 
flwre the onslaught unHinchingly. As a body, tliey endured 
Idle assault. A few men who had charged tboir rifles with 
joall cartridges after having first been driven into the hall- 
■ way, raised their weapons, and before anything could be 
nid or done to prevent, tired several sliot^, aimed ovev Om& 
wads of tlie rioters. This was mere\y ioTiti lo Vw^wtii&s&fe' 
pe/roppoueiits. The lead cr of the coH\m\im?.\a 4I\^ wA S-is^Mw - 
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A few scowling, swarthy fellowa looked about them, em 
tliat no person was hurt, and believing they were receiving 
only blank cartridges, shouted loudly in derision, au( 
began the storm anew. Ose man, standing in an opei 
space, only a few yards from tlio soldiers, emptied hia revol 
ver into their confused line. From the pressure of hnmai 
beinga the men were unable to form regularly upon ihi 
sidewalk. This was almost too much to be endui'ed ii 
patienee. Colonel Peters saw that his foree was about ti 
discharge anotlter and effective volley, and with hia 8wo« 
struck lip the barrels of the miisketa near him, crying, witl 
all his strength of lung: "Don't tiret" But the commant 
was unheeded. Fire they did, and several of the snarling 
pack encompassing ihem bit the dust. He ordered differ 
ently, and continued to exert himself Vi prevent tiring. I 
waa hfyund his, or any other man's power. Soon theroaftor 
leaving his men under command of the company officei-s, a 
Genci-al Herbert had instructed him to do, the Cotune 
retired to the armory, there to take care of tlie soldier 
remaining. At that moment, if we credit the story o 
rioters themselves, seeing the fomy that was being madi 
upon their comrades, then at the street, a few of the militii 
men stationed in an upper floor of the buildiTig, fired upoi 
the assailants. This unexpected movement resulted in tin 
killing of a young man named Byrne, whose lx>dy was sooi 
afterwards removed in a wagon, hy the police, to Kiddl< 
District Station. 

The frenzy of the mob, which was feai-fnl before, rose t< 
complete lunacy at this, and an avalanche of rocke anc 
bricks struck the building, breaking glass and smashing 
sashes as well as heads. Major Andrew George, befon 
alluded to, and who had received such attentions when seek 
iiig the arraor_y, was the recipient of similar tokens of regarc 
when going uiit. A huge rock Blt\\uV\\\.ra\Titiv\ei \ 
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brick drew bloixt from his head, and he was in danger of 
beiiig etampeil to death by the fwjt of his eiioinios when he 
was rescued by the poHuc, 

Before a j^iin had been fired by the militia the two sol- 
diera, who were acting as sentinels, had been knoclced down 
and beaten by the rioters. 

Captain Tappan, of Company I, who bravely walked in 
the advance of his command, was snceessfiil, after several 
rities had been discharged, iu placing the men in scmetbing 
like order. But during tlie process, made doubly difficult by 
the disorder about him, two soldiers were wounded by the 
Btrikcrs. 

" You'll go to fight woikingmen, will you J " roared one 
of the riiigleaders, in a stentorian voice, while he waved a 
huge cinb iu the air. Receiving no answer, he continued : 
"Give it to them, d— n theral Kill theml Thoy shall 
never get out of here alive ! " 

The whizzing flight of bricks, stones, and pistol-balls, and 
the yells, and curses and hisses, which succeeded, were 
appalling even to veterans. The soldiers had been more 
than human if they refrained from a pr()per reply to the 
onset. They did respond. One after anotlier, they sent 
into the close crowd sliot after shot inm\ their death-dealing 
guns. Every time a musket was discharged somebody, it 
mattered not who, was observed to fall. Yet the insane 
concourse did not give way. Still they pressed harder uixin 
the Boldiers, with nmrtleroiis hand^ raised to clutch their 
throats and seize upon and use their arms. 

Every moment, to those close prisoners iu the midst of a 
host of woi'so than ravenous bcastti, seemed an hour. 

At last Captain Fallon's dctactinieut was also massed in 
irregular order, and Captain Tappan'a force started and 
turned towards Baltimore Street, Ct>n\yft.\\^ ^ \:i«l\o%'C».^, 
siuae trail as Boon aijd as inpid\y as yosaVXAe. 't^ft «M.e,vss 
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w&e befoi'o, behind, and on each side, and it was found : 
troubleBome ta^k to attain even elow headway. Men wen 
Diurncntarily wrenched out of the raiika, and Bevercly hur 
before a start Itad been made. 

Tlie two platoons were soon irretrievably separated. 

One yonng fellow had his gray uniform stripped fron 
him by a gang of ruffiaoe. Then tliree of the moet stnrdj 
took him and threw him over tlie bridge railing, into thi 
deep, filthy waters of " The Falls," Few were there to lix>l 
after Inrn, and had he not, through mnch floundering am 
Bpntterine, gained the snrfuee and clambered npon a con 
venient pile^river, he must inevitably have been drowned 
aa no human being could B<:a!o the steep wall Uouadiiij 
either side of the inky and bad~smclling sti-eam. Hi 
naiTowly escaped Biiffocation, as it was, and felt j>erfecll; 
satisfied to stay n]»(m the protecting float nntil darkness se 
in and with it brought comparative safety. 

Presently the militia formud lines across Baltimore Street 
tlio riotous rabble still pursuing. 

Lieutenant Q. C. Brown, Regimental Commissary, w» 
struck on tlio head with a stouo at the foot of the armor 
stall's. Bullets uhizzed past him, but fortunately givin; 
him no further wounds. Soi>n regaining his feet he wa 
able to reach tlie platoon and keep it in line, although ht 
wavered and staggered like a drunken man, he was s< 
weak fi-om loss of blood. 

Another young man was cut off from his comrades, hii 
musket taken forcible possession of, and ten or twelvi 
riotei-8, surrounding him, lore off his uniform coat, ti-amplet 
it in the dust of the pavement and then struck and kieke< 
its owner until they supposed he was dead. Their brutality 
was not satiated nntil tlie man's body was almost one mas 
of bleeding bruises. 
"Look! Bcethem pounding t\ie ^otXmisV"" ft».\i «. x^r^-! 
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hearted German, named Falil, who resided in thencighboi 
hood. 

"Yes, and if von say too mnch, you'll catch it too!'* 
jellod a Iraininan, one of tlm bnitea engaged in the outi'age, 
at tlie eaiue time moving rapidly towards Paid. Tliat 
gentleman precipitately retired frani the vicinity, suddenly 
appreciating the faut that hia further presence there waa 
quite nimeceesary, Tliis man was an eye-witness of the 
attack njion the soldier tin-own into " Tlie Falls." 

Another meml>erof the Sixth took refuge in a fi-iendly 
I cigar store, whence, haviuj; been provided with citizeiia' 
oJorliiiig, he soon emerged and made his way homeward. 

Before all could get away fn>ni the locality of the 
armory a man stopped on the sidewalk and ghouted : "Kill 
them ! Jvill them I " and setting the example, drew a pistol 
and began firing upon the aiildiei-s. Three or fom; of the 
military were knocked down, and ci-nelly and wantonly 

^ belabore*! after tliey were defenseless and pifielrate. 

^m Mr. Fahl saw all of this. He truly had i-eason to tliink 

^L tiiat suHiciont. 

^M When Byrne fell, -a friend of his, named Fisher, who 

^B stood nigh the deceased, was gi-azed by the same bullet. 

^K While Byrne was killed, Fisher received no injury, the ball 

^ passing hanulessly through his clothing at the hip. Frank 
Faber, another acqnaintanco of Byrne, instantly ran to tlie 
corner of Fayetle and Fmnt Streets, tenderly raised Byrne'a 

»liead and cried out to the Mtldiers : 
" For God's sake 8l()p tliat firing 1 Ton havo killed one 
man ah-eady I " 
Byrne never recognized any one. His career was ended 
when the deadly messenger overtook him. 
Still the mob puraued the militia. 

The throng assaulting the two pavt& <A c««\'\w\\«s. wt thft 
Sixth liegiment was estimated by ttve Y«A\cBraeiv,wivAM** 
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narehal to protect the sentinek, before any firing had been 
E-'done, at from two thousand to twenty-flvo hundred pcrsonB. 
■ About the time Btoucs begun to be llir(>wii al the guards, 
wliile the soldiers had not yet reached the lower hall lead- 
ing to the street, it must have exceejed that number by at 
least several hundreds. It was not lessened as it passed 
along Baltimore Street, still hot for the fray. 

Company I, wliich had been the first to encounter the 
coinionnieta, did tiie moat of the firing at the armorj-. That 
its members refrained from making hostile demonstrationa 
as long as reasonable persons could expect, under the pecu- 
liarly dangerous and exasperating cii'cumstanees by wliich 
they were sun-ounded, is tlie opinion of all intelligent and 
faiiMninded men who witnessed the provocalion roeoived. 
It wiw simply impossible to prevent them from emptying 
their muskets upon the strikers, who attacked them from 
front and rear witlt violeuco almost unparalleled, even in 

»tlio history of such assemblages. 
■ The ringleaders of the mob, as given out by both soldiers 
and jwlice, were two men named Kirhy and Crane. Tliey . 
nrged on the bestial crowd, by word and example, and 
caused them to continue the assault, even after earnest 
firing by tlie militia conimoneed. Nothing seemed to daunt 
tliem. Officer Blake, of the police force, was in the armory 
a little past 7 o'clock, and at that time found B(>mo two 
thousand people environing the place, the two men meti- 

^ttoned acting in tlic capacity of diiticloi-s. The largest and 
beaviest rocket and bricks from the streets were %ing in the 
air. The officer states that the first sliots fii-ed by the 
soldiers were aimed high, over the riotcra' heads, and they 
were answered by another and thicker storm of stones, after 
V hich the militia discharged their weu-^o^^* ^xwVXiS.'S.v'O*. w.'ws 

kHae thick ranks of their assailanta. T\\e^ i\i wjV ^'^^ "CosS- 
wf, niJtSI savagely atlacked. 0£ tVi\a \i6 is -JWIj ya^^^ 
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^^^ Sei'geant Rowe, also of tlie police, was auiong the earliest 

^HKdriis npou the seena lie entered the armory witli 

^^^fiMf Browii, managing to get the acntinels inside before 

they were killed, although they had been struck with rocka 

and pieces of bi-icka. He is of the opinion that the eoldiei-a 

ci»uld never have extricated tliemselvea without firing ball 

(cartridges. There was no iinocuiipied spaue of ground on 
which to begin a charge of bayonets, and had there been, the 
close qunilere gave no opi»rtunity for effect. In a few 
moments more, had the militia withheld their fire, the mob 
Vould have obtained forcible poaaeesiou of their guns, 
SAnmunition, and accontrcinciits, and themselves made use 
.<^ them. When several ronnda of lead had l>een adininis- 
tered the thi-ong broke in twain, part flyi.ig towai-da lialtU 
tDore Street. 

Colonel Peters, in accordance with orders, remained 
penned up, with the third company of the roglnient, until a 
Bquad of police was sent to his relief. 

If the i-eader supposes, for an instant, that the strikers de- 
sorted the soldiers and permitted tliem to uiart'li unmolested 
' througii the Rtreefs to Camden Depot, he is greatly hi error, 
^^vpu tlie contrary, the tireinon, ti-ackmen, brakemcn, and 
Jibbers, closely pushed and hotly pressed upon the two com- 
■ panics, which were soopi separated by considerable space— aa 
far as Light Street, while marching on the double-quick to- 
ward their destination, and kept up an incessant fire of pja- 
Itol-shots, and shower of statues and bricks and w)iate<rer 
iiims found that could bo converted into a weapon of offense. 
I Jialtiniore Street is a principal thomiighfare, and upon i^ 
'Itre situated many of the largest and most elegant bosinesa 
lionsesof the city. Tho A inerkuii building, at the comer 
t^ Baltimore and South Streets, is a handsome and eostljc 
gtructiJi-e, and its iipjR'r windows i»v«v\'>'V.cd aume of tlia 
foost exciting sucJics of that ViwrvVud vuav'Ai vil vVti ^\a.>ia. 
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Begiinent. At this point tliesoldiors turned and discharged 
their weapons npun tliose who were so nearly upon them, 
then wheeled and resumed their tramp. The aidewalks and 
croesingB were, at that hour, crowded witli pedoslriaiiB, of 
all ajres and descriptions, and both eexes, and the volley of 
initeketry uaiiaed the utmost consturnatiuii. Children ran 
and Bcreamed. Women dureamed and fainted, and men 
fonnd occasion ti> get out of the way most ungntcefully and 
quickly. 

At the comer of Frederick and Baltimore Streets another 
emttering discharge of musketry came, and after that the 
crowd of rioters perceptibly diminislied, and men and 
women again ran and scattered in every direction jxissiljle — 
excepting towards the soldiers. IIoi-scs were frightened, 
broke from their fastenings, and ran, dragging shatteifMl 
vehicles after them, thns adding to the prevalent hnbbiib. 
More women and children shrieked, and the panting mob 
howled hoarsely, etitl keeping np offensive demonslratioua. 
But the chief spirits were fast losing heart. Their blows 
and hurrahs were not so vigorons as at the start, l)efora 
many of their men had been killed and wounded. Still it 
WI18 a straggling street light, as before staled, until Light 
Street was readied. Tlion several more ladies fainted and 
were taken to the nearest drug-stoi-ee, where they received 
necessary attent ions. 

Again at Charles Street, a few soldiers discharged their 
gnns, producing fresh panic and disorder. 

As a rule, at this jumitnre, the street cars were deserted. 
One, connected with ihc " Red Line," however, continned 
its regular ronte. In it was a Mr. Thomas Ciiaritun,of No. 
165 John StR-ct. This gentleman was so comjiletely ab- 
sorbed in contemplation of what was g'»ing on around him 
that he paid no attention to his move Immedxa.x.e wwvwoiut 
wgs, until, wiiGii chancing to locjk tor tW «oivi>\v.'ust,'wv "&» 
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^M accnBtomed plaue, he found himself alone with the hnrees 
^B- and the car— driver, conductor, and pasaengers having de- 
^' sertcd the vehicle as being in dangerons proximity to tha 
Bhooting soldierB, then steadily advancing toward it, and 
the hooting, raving mob. Immediately comprehending 
that he might he in far more tenahle qiiartere, Mr. Oharltoa 
jnmped fi-om the platform, leaving horaes and car to pur- 
sue their conree, or atop as they might deem advisable, and 
ran off as fast as his legs would carry him, qnicfcly placing 
one of the pillars of the Carmllton Hotel between his valna- 
ble person and the eiglit of musket or gray coat. After a 
while, loiiking out from his place of concealment, he dia* 
tinctly saw one of the soldioi's leave a rear rank, walk to the 
middle of the street, level his mnsket, take deliberate aim 

>ftt a stiiker, clad in light clothiTtg, who was in the mob 
Btanding on the sidewalk, and fire. The man foil dead 
where he was. Tlie soldier then joined the company, re- 
loading his piece as ho ran to hia fonner poaitinn. Mr. 
Charlton, seeing he wonld be out of range, went to and 
raised the dead communist's head. He proved to be Otto 
Manecke, and when the remains were taken hi charge by the 
police and removed to Middle Station, a heavy paving stoua 
was discovered in his coat pockeL 

tit was subsequently stated that Manecke had been en- 
gaged in assaulting the militia and was noticeable from hia 
di'ess. If so, lie certainly met summary ponishment. 

While on Baltimore Sti-eet the soldiers shot a newsboy, 
named Oppenheim. It is not shown that the lad formed a 
part of the striking gang, or that the shot was aimed at 

^H Two other men were shot down at tlie corner of Balti- 
^B more and Holliday Streets. Officer Wri^Vvtoi >Jci6'?'^\>j». 
^Bwofiii/f with a heavy slorie, and 8eveve\^ \wy\t«A,"«\\^<a ">-^ 
^^^ perfoimaticc of his duty, at the comet oi SovjXV ^'we.ft^- 
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^K The mob, from eome reason, seemed to avoid the north 
^K Bide of Baltimore Street, mostly' jrathering on its eoiithem 
^1 portion. 

H Two men were also killed between Calvert and NortU 
^K Sti'eetB. They wore seen to fall by Officer Muhityre, who 
Hi saw the eoldiere fire. It was after eight o'clouk when the 
event occun-od. 

A volley waa given at the corner of Gay and Baltimore 
Streets, but no one appeared to bo hurt by it. 

When the soldiers had reached Light Street the gathering 
darkness was only oucasionally illnniinatcd by a pistol-shot. 
There were but few rocks thrown, and no mnsketry retnrned 
upon the. mob by the militia. That particular storm had 
spent its fury. The strikers were gradually losing spirit 
and their numbci's sensibly lessening. One man, however, 
in the garb of a i-ailiiwier, seemed loatli to give np tha 
uhase. He gesliciilnted frantically, throwing his arms in 
tlie air, shaking his lists at the militia, and shouting : ' 

yon 1 You all ought to bo killed 1 " 

But ho could not rally the mob again, and at Light Sti'eet 
the running fight ended as abruptly as it had commenced. 
While a demoralized few continued to foUow, and maks 
hideous noises, there were none to be found who would facs 
more mnsketry. 

Captain Tappan's company was considerably mangled, 
and three men were entirely disabled. 

The Captain had done all he could to prevent firing, bnt 
the men were so incensed and so closely pressed by the mob 
that his frequent ordei-s to cease loading and firing wei-e, 
eithui unheard or promptly disolicyed. At Ilolliday Street 
he was joined by Captain Fallim's command, Comimny I, 
and tJiey afterwai-d moved forwai-d JTi a body to Canideo : 
Dejjot, which was finally reached iu a little mure than half 
An hour from the time when tiiej ievavXci \^um. -i^MKifc 
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armory. And siit-h a balf hour's marcli even vetcrana of 
tlic late war said tliuy fiail never endured. Captain Fallun 
lost fully one-half of his company fi-om different eaanalties, 
arriving at their place of destination with only ein;hteen ont 
of the thirty-six who were in rank when he sot out. Oap- 
laiii Tappan had been moi-e fortunate, starting off with 
thirty-eigUt — thirty-five responded at roll-call at Camden 
Depot 

That many of the citizens of Baltimore deeply sympa- 
thized with the military in its perilous journey throngh tho 
streets and tlirongh the mob, is shown by the fact that sev- 
eml times while the officers were endeavoring to keep their 
men fi-om firing, people ou either side of them shouted, as 
they passed, not to interfere, birt let the soldiers shoot. 
They were free to say it was a biuiiing shame to see men 
stand, with guns in tlieir hands, and be torn and killed by a 
pack of ravenous wolvta. 

No idea can be correctly conveyed, \\\^t\ paper, of the 
(Ktrfcct mass and jam of people swarming on Baltimore 
Street that evening while tlie battliis were taking place. 
Tho estimate fixed by Ca])tain Fallon upon the extent of 
the crewd following the companies of troops, was from three 
thousand to four tlionsand, and he is probably not far fi'om 
the proper figures. In answer to a question from one of my 
operatives, a few days after the occurrences, Captain Faliou 
said that he did not know that he was to face an army of 
belligerants when he, at the head of his force, was descend- 
ing the armory stairs. He followed Captain Tappan'e men, 
and none of his own company had their arms loaded ; but, 
when driven back by the soldiers ahead of them, many 
charged their guns witli ball cartridga, eixteeu rounds of 
whidi ea':h man carried. 

ColoneJ Peters must have had some VnoWeft^ft (A ^"SsftS. 
impending, and so bad Majnv kuAve-fl ^i(»x%c. '^^» 







CAMDEN DEPOT BBStBGBD. 

forinei said nothing, but simply obeved General Herbert's ' 
ordere. TIio latter had no oi)portiuiily to give wRi-niug. 
Piillj' a (yirHoad of bricks and stonea were gathered up In 
front of the armory. When the fighting waa over, aiid ' 
after the Marshal had sent a eqiiad of police from the aorth-l 
eastern district to pi'oteot the house and property, the plat 
looked as if it had passed throiigli a heavy siege. 

Darkness closed aronnd tlie remnant of tiie two cooi- 1 
panics of tlie Sixth Hegiment, safe at Camden Depot wJtb I 
the Fifth Regiment. Hut the rioting for the day was not! 
concluded. The scene was only sliifted — the end was uofcl 
yet. 



CHAPTER XV. 



DKI'OT BESIEOEa 

Fore a time the military wei-o left in quiet possession of 
the depot, but the cara in which tbey took up quartei-a could 
not be moved to Cuuiberland until tlie time for the regular 
departure of passenger trains arrived. Meanwhile the 
police concentrated in strong uuuibers outside the building. 
Encircling them presently came the rioters, in a great noisy 
throng. From half-past eight until nine o'clock at night 
they were rapidly recruiting in strength. Gradually the i 
crowd grew into an immense concourse, each particntarj 
member of which desired to annihilate the Baltimore and. ■ 
Ohio Railway, Camden Depot, and all the soldiers gathering 
tliero. Outside tliis circle were many wlio had convened at 
tJte ejxjt from raei* cnriosity, or IwwLaae tliey sympathized 
imJtJi the mob. Here stood Bome vjVo^ ?ft\\&\V.\\\'Cv6&\eKcis 
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towards the company and law and order, but ihey were in ■ 
hopeless minority, and did not dare to Bay a woi-d in tiie di- 
rection of their wishes. Certainly, tliero were many who 
Jield the most bitter hatred towards the ineinbere of the 
Sixth Ecgiirient. Cries went np froiu tiiese of: " Kill Lhe 
accursed militia ! Fire the biiildinf^ and siwrirh the uini-der- 
lirs ont ! " and many other similarly enuourjiging salutatioiia. 
It ia not to he wondered at, tliat some of the men anil ofH- 
cere of the Sixth wore panio-stricken, left the care, and when 
able to secure citizen's clothing, iugloriously retreated fi-oin 
the neighborhood. The hati-ed of the militia by the mob 
did nut seem to extend to the Fifth Eegiment, whoso mem- 
ber stixid giiai-d at all assailable points and were not receiv- 
ed with the exourations and hissca greeting the appearance 
everywhere of those clad in the nuiforms of Company I, 
and Company F of the Sixth. One or two ollicera effected 
their escape from the station in disguise, and officer Beafelt, 
of the Southern Police District, still retains the sword of 
one young man who exchanged it for a giira overcoat which 
he picked up in McClintock'a baggage rtxira. This occurred 
soon after the Sixth arrived at Camden Depot. The sol- 
dier in question was probably new to active service. Me 
hastily entered the baggage-room, took the coat, put off his 
Bword, and, wrapping himself in the rubber garmeiit, disap- 
peared, leaving the blade and scabbard behind. He was 
snbsciiuently seen hurrying nervously through the crowd. 
Officer Beafelt was seriously injured, being accidentally 
struck by a locomotive, the next day, and did not discover 
his li«6 until well enough to have inquiries instituted. lie 
held the aword, hoping that its former owner would call and 
make proposals for a re-excliaugc — but ho failed to make 
bis aj>pearance. There were compaiittively few who thus 
fled fi-om their colore and from thelv btotXieT o^Ema-cs.^ ^wwr 
joritjr of both regiments firmly fitaiiding tUew gCAVvsA wgwa) 
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fearful od'ls, and, under ciruumEtaiiccs well cglculaled to 
Oftiiac the bravest ti) tremble. 
Soon after eight o'elixik a detaehmciit from the mob, 
which had been tired upon by the Sixth, commenced tearing 
«P the railroad tmtik, beyond the depot, iiear tlie corner of 
^ntBw and Camden Struets. 
The mob had also started an attack on the Fifth Rt-;;!- 
ment, after its arnval, uBing stones and other handy prcv 
}ectilus. Cut this conimaud was coiiijiosod of better ma- 
terial, or was nnder more efFoutive discipline than the Sixth, 
and rcfiorved its fire, beiiring the attack like veterans. They 
Iiad no men severely wounded. Their actions left the stri- 
kei-s to merely exhaiiet themselves, and probably aeuonnts for 
tlie respect which the mob exhibited for men wenring their 
uniform. Bnt this force, with the remains of the platoon of 
the Sixth, was not sufficient for the protection of the great 
depot and its snrrounding bnildiiigs, which were constantly 
invaded by the alert foe, and valuable property stolen, de- 
stroyed, or in aomo manner damaged. Bayonet charge 
after bayonet charge had to be made, in difFerent qiiartei-s, 
to clear the ci-owd away, and while the soldieri were em- 
ployed at one point the enemy would, in force, make an at- 
tack upon another. 

After one of these advaneea by the mob, and succeed- 
ing assaults by the military, the communists entered the 
lower part of the depot, at Lee Street. Every effort was 
made to prevent it, but the descent was too powerful to be 
Buccessfnlly handled. The eoldiera were rudely beaten 
back with clubs, shovels, bars of iron, rocks, and bricks, and 
the hoi-dee of the strikci-s rnshed in, like infui'iated beasts of 
prey, scenting the blood of their torn victims. It was with 
difticnity that the small company of soldici-s managed to re- 

■ treat in seasoii to save their arins and theU- Uvea. But escape 
\f>ydJd, and, securing reiiiEorccmeiita, m iWwtoTW 
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down npon the rioters, witii bayonets fixed, and renewed the 
contest. Aftei' the mob liad destn>yed the dispatciher's office, 
flavagnly venting their wratli upon it, ootiverted it« boards 
and tiinlicrs into kindling wtxid, and driven off the tele- 
graph operator and other attaches, to seek pi-otection witli 
the soldiery, there was a collision between the rioters and 
the militia, which resulted in tJie inglorious retreat of the 
former, some of their members taking with them wonnds 
from tile sltarp points of bayonets, the sears uf wliich ai-e 
probably to-day nnpleasantly reminding them of a frenzy 
which they will be in no hurry to repeat. Flying from the 
sheds, the rioters sought other places of approach, which 
ibey were not long in discovering. 

By this time it was nearly ten o'clock, and still the 
refractory crowd exhibited no symptoms of weariness, or 
any signs that they would permanently retire from the h>c:»l- 
ity. On the contrary, they were more bitter and aggressive 
than ever. Showers of stones filled the air, wiTidows and 
furnitore were brokmi, and men cut, bruised, and maimed, 
wliile the roaring, hooting horde swerved to one side and 
tlien to the other, shouting at intervals : "Kill them!" 
" Kill them I " " Bnrn the dogs in the kennel I " " Sriioho 
them outl" The worst population of Baltimore was slowly 
but surely forming a huge and disreputable mass in the 
vicinity of Camdeu Depot. From the lowest, vilest dens, 
the petty gainbling hells, the drinking collars, the houses of 
ill-repute, tlie thieves issued, the very scam of the stums, 
ring no other idea than to plunder, steal, and, if i>cca8i<iii 
icred, cnt throats and murder. Even the wretclied women 
of the town rushed out of doors, bare-headed, some of tliem 
aliooat bare-bo8omed, and joined the common cause wiili 
the sanguinary coniiiuine. In every part of the ftU'swv.giV-j 
cooBtitiitctl army iiivestinc* the depot, l\\ea>i i^TJCrtK.^ w.\i^ 
elmmelesa creatures wore found on lUe oSevmse^ wiV M 
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Hrords and gestures developing iind inflaming the evil pas- 
Btons of the men and largei' boys who were near them, and 
Mpme even taking uu active part in the fray. 
■ A little later another eatly was started by the riotere, this ^ 
Bpnig directed upon a portion of the iiiclosuro, which had 
Keen for a moment left exposed and comparatively nnprn- 
Bected. Entering the place where the debris of the ruined 
Hispatclier'a ofKw; was, a decided stand was made, in such 
l%>rce tlmt, when perceived by the soldiers, the ranks of the 
Rlnob could not be easily broken. The leading rioters were 
k'engaged in some devilish work, the officials very well knew, 
H>ut they were not able to decide wliat it might be, until a 
^bright eolnmn of flame suddenly shut up beneath the wood- 
Brork of the sheds, canglit the snpj^irting pillara, well cov 
H^^ with paint as they were, and flew to the roof where i 
Mfread, and blazed away unchecked. At the same instant 
Bk bandsome new passenger car was forced open, a pile of 
notnbiistiblea thrown upon the floor, and the ready torch 
Hpplied. In a moment tlie thick varnish of the interior of 
^Bio splendid coach was converted iuto a sheet of Are, which 
Btnrned and cracked, and in a few minutes communicated 
Bo the framing timbera, burst through tlie windows andt 
Heached the outside, when, fatmed by tlie breeze, it was not 
Bong before the car was destroyed. Another, and yet a 
^tlicr car caught, and the engine standing on the same track i 
Kras so seriously injured, that it could not possibly be inove< 
Bliat night. The train with troops, the rioters knew, would 
now be forced to remain until morning. 
B Then the mob sent out exultant cries and bursts of a?.- 
Hnouiac laughter. It had jiu^t done what it most dcsiivd 
Ho do. It had performed its best work. There was evi- 
^Hence of this reflected red on the sky, above, wii. %.^.^\'«'a.'A 
Httie wa)}e of the Jiearest buildings, and l\\e «,y^ ol ''■S>.\«i? 
Birarv dreadful in large cities, was maie d.ovilaV'S Vo-cr^^ 
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fearful scenes tlirough wbicli the reBidentB had 
d in the timo following the attack a]ion the militia, 
settled in the ininda of the mob that Camden 
Depot would soon be burnt to tlie ground. To tliat hand- 
ful of men, shut up in the magniScetit but itiftammahle 
jmsBenger house, which soon might prove their funeral pjre, 
the alarms and the sight of the lurid flamtis, as thoy as- 
cended in the air, were inexpressibly thrilling and inipres- 
sivo. They could not tight their way out. IE the fire con- 
tinued, the offices and the brick walls surrounding them 
might fall and bury them. The question was; Would the 
commune hold them there J Would they look on and see 
the building and its contents destroyed! These were in- 
quiries which thousands mentally asked themselves as the 
station-bells rang out tlie private signals. It was very 
probable that the destrnction of the depot was exactly the 
thing that the rioters most desired. Ni> general fire alarm 
was Bonuded, the city authorities fearing tliut it would give 
rise to further excitement, but the department was prompt 
to turn out, and soon several enginM and their men reached 
the streets near the deiK)t. The communists evidently up- 
posed nil such interferences. They considered the tire their 
particular ally, and objected to any intcrnieddlnig with it. 
EverythiMg in that structure they silently devoted to the 
~ tmea. Collecting in a dense mass where the engines 
'ere expected to take up positions, when the steamers 
reached the B{)ot, strong itrmed men seized the hoi'sca' 
heads, grasped the bridle-bits and ordered a halt in proceed- 
ings. The fiiemen tried to comply with instructions fi*om 
the Chief Engineer, but without avail. They were in tlie 
power of the rioters and thus perfectly helpless. For the 
instant they had to susi.iend operations aud look at the i-oar- 
Tg-Sa/nes hut put no water upon them, 
'TJirow uo water m that fiie, Vji.ye'." wa.^ vV« ^'vCw.; .A. 
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one of tlie rioters, who enforced his commands with a hnge fl 

liorsc pistol, loaded to the muzzle. H 

I Tliie mob was in sober earnest, ae it had been from the H 

■fee^iiniing. V 

■ Tiie light from the burning roof grew brighter, the flames H 

'cravkled londer and more furiuiistj, and the destroying ele- H 

ment gnawed deeper and deeper into the structure. The H 

. crowd cheered the tire, and tlio lire cheered the crowd. H 

The firciiten, the soldici's, the [Hilice, the officers of the H 

eorajwHy, and a few sober citizens looked on with bated H 

breath, awaiting the action of somebody. If this state of H 

torpidity lasted, the mob hoi>cd that the bnilding and all H 

contained in it would be consumed. H 

At this crisis the city {xitice, in augmented force, ap- H 

poarcd on the eceno and stopped before the engine nearest H 

the depot sheds, surrounded it and its crew and then moved I 

forward to tlie hydrauts, from which water could be taken, ■ 

halting only when they gainod a position whence their hnee- fl 

men eonid comjnand the roofs of the burning structure. H 

The inuh was caught unprepared for so bold a maneuver, 'H 

Itill it did not recoil until the policemen had emptied their H 

Bvolvers, and fulluwed up the advantage gained by a tierce H 

l^slaught witli their heavy ulnbs. The plugs were o|)ened, H 

||k»o att&clied and water thrown with eflTcct, while tlie jmUco ■ 

OiitinuedT to advance, driving the niob before thetn. Sooa H 

■jHiG flames were converted into hannless clouds of steam, H 

The women mingling in the mob tried to force tlie men H 

Uik to the assault, and did several times succeed in bring- H 

mg their almost disheartened follower face to face with fl 

tlio blue coals, but it was only a momentary rally, and they H 

felt back to their former positions. Then thuie arrived ^| 

another squad of police, with freah-fillcd wavj yi'*^'*"* ^ 

u\a.\i'u}g a eortie, backed by a platoon oE tW ¥\i\,\\^iK^\\viftvft., 

ai/J causing the riotous eleuient to Bubaide auOl mt\x'lkY».'« ^» 
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ft safe distance. Several of the fenialG riotere, IiowevtT, 
nlmoet iiTiafisi?ted bj tbe males, came tn a stand in theseigli- 
borliood of Lee atreet, refusing stulihonitj to budge another 
inch, fairly defying the police, threatening them with stonca 
and clnbB, snd urging and coaxing the demoralized com- 
nninietB to renew Ibe attack. The viragoes wore finally 
driven from their vantage-ground, muttering uni-eed both 
lond and deep, mingled with blood -cni-d ling threats and 
groanu, accompanied by rovengofnt eliakings of Hste at those 
who had interfered witli their work of dt'sfruclion. 

The fiamcs were extingnisliod before irreparable harm 

j bad been duno, after tbe Bhed was bnrned and some coaches 

vjendered useless. But not until two o'clock in the morning 

■©f the 2l8t W!i3 comparative quiet restored. Tlicre wej-e 

very few in the city who enjoyed their usual allowimco of 

sleep tliat night. Wild riimoi« of ontlireake kept citizens, 

police aud military awake and continunliy on the alert. 

■ Baltimore awoke tlje morning of the 21at of July to a 

Hteiilizing sense of all that had been done during the pre- 

^Pions day. The scenes of tbe preceding niglit were among 

ilie most revolting and terrible experienced by any city 

while the troubles lasted. Tbe new day came in bright and 

peaceful. People were glad to learn that most of the 

stories of riot, bloodshed, and outrage which had reached 

tlicir ears about midnight— first, that tlio Custom House 

was on fire ; second, that all the principal maobine-sho|>9 

\ were doomed ; third, that the entire city was to be destroyed, 

Bsnd similarly exiriting relations of frightened men and 

^women — were wholly wanting in foundation, as, under like 

circumstances, such tales uanally are, and that the mob of 

tlie preceding evening had been followed by no mom serious 

and extended loss of life and property. 

By Boven o'clock a-w., or a lilt\e later, Bft\'L\w\0'ce 'S'l^ 
/taeJf again. People walked the strecte as \i6Qa.\^ ^w^ 'i»»"^*i 



190 



CAMDEN DEPOT BESIEGED. 



and went in tlie pnrsuit of peaceful avocations H-ilbnot fear 
of molestation. Ttie eonviilsioo had occurred, the earth- 
quake come, and the worat surely happened. Now all was 
jieacc. But, within the liniitB of ths corporation, many were 
the hoMiea of inouniiDg. Surgeons were in demand, and 
undortakei-s busy. 

The exact nnniljer of the dead and wounded, it is natural 
to suppose, waa never known, and never will be known, 
Bii many of the rioters were privately removed and secreted 
by Iheir fellow-rioters, Kn police, or other inspectors, could 
hunt all of these up, «> well were they hidden. Of those 
who were slightly hurt in the nmb no acuonnt was taken. 

The loss to tlie projierty of the railway company was cttn- 
siderahle, in care, track, buildings, etc Two engines were 
made for the time entirely useless. 

That night Governor Carroll, who had previously for- 
warded a request to the Pi-esident, at Wasliingtoii, for troops 
to protect the city and the railroad, sent word that all was 
quiet, and the 8()ldicrB would not bo needed. The last- 
named message left Baltimore at 3 a.m., July 21et. In spite 
of the withdrawal of the demand, tlie President instructed 
the AdjutantGeneral to send five hundred U. S. Mai-ines 
from Norfolk, and four companies of infantry, then sta- 
tioned at Fortress Monroe, to Wasliington and Baltlinoro, 
about ono-hnlf to stop in AVashington and the other half in 
Baltimore and at such points in Maryland as might soom to 
demand their presence. Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, 
was named as one place of rendezvous. A light battery 
was also transported to iho fort for immediate use. 

Meantime passenger trains continued to run, as usual, 

arriving and departing with their accustomed regularity, 

uiimol(jsted by the Trainmen's Union. But freight waa 

etil] at a st&iidsiiW, tmA remained so fur nearly two weeks, 

until the embargo n*as removed aVowg t\i6 cwVvtti Xuve. ^^h 
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CHAPTER XYL 

FIHINO ALL Arx>NO TUB LINE. 

Thb Trainmen's Union was a power in the land. At 
Baltimore and Martiiisbnrg, and in otliei" places on the line 
of the Baltimore and Ohio road, it had managed its plana in 
Bueh exceeding bad taste as to lead to business prostration, 
riot, and blondalied, and now it trausferred the theater of 
operations to Kcyser, Ciimborland, Sir John's Knn, Grafton, 
Wheeling, and Newark. 

Six weeks anterior to the outbreak at Martiiisbnrg, men 
from Pittsburg under the direction of Ainmon's Train- 
men's Union wore found making themselves linsy with the 
emplojeee of tlie road. They stopped at Keyser, a small 
plaoe some two hundred miles fi-oni Baltimore, where a 
lodge was instituted. .Applications from small merchants, 
tradesmen, and outsiders of every kind and charauter, as 
long as they were known opponents to the Baltimore and 
Ohio road, wem received. 

When ti-ouble came at Martinsburg, the signal agreed 
upon in the wiciety calling fur a strike was telegraphed to 
all points where unions existed, and the men were quickly 
instructed. If they refused obedience they knew it would 
bo at the risk of subjecting themselves to the severest penal-- 
ties. The majoi'ity were not in the linmor to fail in this 
way. On the contrary, they were quite prepared foi' the 
emergency — which had been expected to occursomemonilia 
later in the year — and ready to say, or do, anytliing to dam- 
the business or propej'ty oE the cowMtvon ewexwj , 
The embittered trainmen and tlmr assowa-lea a.\. '^^'i'«« 
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Upon hearing that United States troops were iu Mfirtins- 
biii'g, and readiti^ the flund dispatuhes doscnbiiijr the 
BhfHfting of Olio of their number bj- a private of Colonel 
Faulkner's command, but, above all, after hearing that 
their companions at Ballimnre had boon defeated with ter- 
rible loss of life, and lliat Federal soldioi's were guai-din^ 
jtassengei' cai^s, even jireparing to perfurtii the same service 
foi- freight trains soon to l)e started, grew exceedingly nerv- 
ous, put on their revolvers, pocketed their knives, and per- 
ambnlated the streets, dctorniinod to resent such an un- 
heard-of intrnsion njKJii tlieir nsuallj conceded prei-oga- 
tiveSj and not only Uiis, bnt tliey sent to Ciiratwrland on 
one side of thcni, and to Grafton on the other, due notice 
of their intentions, and the work they expected the nnion, 
undei' the circumstances, to perform. Among other things 
calculated uiwn, the leading trainmen were tinuly resolved 
that neither State nor Federal soldiery should come to or 
leave that station in safety. Nevertheless, troops were 
started, by special train, on the 20tli of July, destined for 
Keyecr, from Martinsbnrg, 

Tliey departed late in the evening, with the coaches, 
locomotive, tender, passenger platforms, and baggage car, 
piMtccted by well-armed troops, all commanded by an able 
and experienced regular officer, for whom oven the strikers 
held more than usnal regard. A small body of regulars, 
nnder Lieutenant E. S. Curtis, had already arrived at Key- 
Bcr, and these reinforcements were hourly ex]»ctod. About 
this time the disaffected iti Grafton held a meeting, two or 
three hundred strong, and it was promptly decided to send 
immediate assistance to tho brethren in Keyser. The 
Sheriff of the county conld do absolutely nothing with the 
Trainmen's Union. It formed a local law nnto itself- 
)aw oi rioIeiJ(!o and brute force, with which only yig] 
and brute force could compote. 
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A train from Martlnsbiirg, laden with freight and 
[tiarded by a fuw suldiers, reached Kejaer, but found it 
Fsecessar^ to cjnio to a pause at that plat-'e. This was the 
moriiiug of the 20th of July, The uara could j^pt no fur- 
ther, and the officer iii ehargc learned that help for the 
strikers waa coming from Grafton. Besides this, betw 
Martinahui-g and Wheeling the telegraph wires had been 
cut, closing that avenue of communication. While this was 
tlie fact, experienced operatives were sending cipher niea- 
sages ti" men connected with the union, to points eaetwai'd, 
as the strikers certainly Iiad some experienced te]egra|)herfl 
in tlie society, capable of tapping the line, reading the mes- 
fiagefi of the aiitliorittcs, and tlieu preparing and dispatching 
re^HirtB in a secret alphabet which only their comrades 
, w«»uld he able to decipher. To prevent this, the company 
tansed the oBicials of the telegraph along the line to refuse 
itil cipher dispatches. Kot to be outdone, the news was 
leu circulated by special conrieiB, who traveled on pas- 
Bliger trains from ^wint to point, and who were compura- 
Eiv« etraiigers in that part of tlie State. 
, The situation beyond Cumberland, and to the eastward, 
jpfte very precarious, and the danger at Martiiislinrg hourly 
Kji-easod. liioiei-s collected at Key ser over one hundred 
" strong, well armed with pistols, knives and shot-guns, and 
prepared to prevent the starting of freight trains, ti-oops o 
iio troops. At this the small squad of Federal tro'ips under 
charge of Lieutenant Curtis entered their box cars, and 
made raady to defend themselves to the last, lueauwliile 
aiixiously awaiting the arrival of reinforcements. 

tTho soldiere to aid the little band were on the way. 
ifter leaving Martinsburg and reaching Sir John's Ilnn, 
ae hundred and twenty-eight miles from Baltimore^ tlia 
reman of the tia/n, nairied Zepp, w»& aVrw.*^ VwV w. *N%'Wb 
rown by one o£ the t!Riial-nien, wlio were b.W> «jVi ^ *!«^»a 
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at)d Bcverely tbongh not fatally wonndeti. Still Zepp liel4 
his poflition on tlio footlnjariJ, witU a liamlkorthiof Iwnid 
over liift head, and tlic Irain proceeded without an; further 
tni^ltap tiiitil it readied a pniiit alKnit half a mile fr»Ri 
Koj'ser. Ilere a startling diHiuulty was pre^nlcd. In tho 
darkiiesB of nij^ht, while moving carefully along, the erigi* 
iieer waa startled, and the ofticere and men considemhiy 
Bhaken, by a eiioeoseion of lond cxploeions, apparently com- 
Sng from beneath their feet, and the conunssiou o£ which 
lifted many violenlly from off tlieir seats, some even being 
hnrlcd to the floor. Zopp and the engineer bravely kept 
their placea, but bronght tlie train to a standstill aa soon a 
possible. It waa discovered that a number of torpedoed 
had been placed u)>ou the mils, and the car-wheclf) had ex* 
plwlcd them. A careful examination waa made by thtt 
crew of the train, hut no damage had occurred, the torpe* 
does having failed in their deadly mission, meitjly prodne- 
ing many sizzling and hissing sounds, and destroying notb* 
^L ing. The powder mnKt have l>een wet, or tlicse en<;ines of 
^L destruction unskilfully prepared. Tiie cars and all in them 
^B were safe. But the olliccr in command sent ahead a file o{ 
^1 men with lanterns, to see that nu more similarly dangerons 
^V obstructions were in thcwayof the locomotive. Nuuewei-e 
^K &nnd, and the soldiers and care arrived at Keyser in safetj 
^■abont seven o'clock in the morning, giving Lieutenant 
^B Curtis and his company needed relief. 
B Following this last detachment of military came a loaded 
freiglit train. It was met not far fn>m the depot grounds 
by over two hundred rioters, who took the engine in hand, 
, captured the engineer, Jerry (ilbson, and then ran the cars 
[ into Keyaer, where the train was abandoned, l^is train 
EVas sent out f i-om Martinsbnrg, from pure nmlicionguess, by 
w^eettikers, who endeavored to canse a collision. United 
Ss/es troops imiiiediately rocaptwiod \V, -pwi ' 
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aboard, and sent it on its way, despite the effurts of the 
8lnk(;r8, but willi the ultimate results stated. 

Even pasaenger trains from the West, at this early duy 
o£ the strike were interrupted. At Kejser one was 
stopped by a blockade nf liaiid-uare and railroad iron, which 
had been piled npon the traek, and Biniilar barricades wero 
encountered at other |x>intB. Hut pasaciigcrs jamped out 
and aseisCed the trainniea to remove the ubetrnctions, and 
the train pi-oceeded. 

After this wlien a bridge was about to be crossed 
men were sent ahead to make caitiful inspection of the 
timbers and supports, thus guarding against what tniglit 
otherwise have precipitated a horrit)lo disaster, Ti-aveling 
under such circumstances revived many incidents conneeted 
Willi raih-oading in tlie enemy's country during the late war. 

When the several hundred men gathered at Keyser 
beheld llie two compnnicH of troops in fatigue uniform of 
the United States regulars leave the cars, and quietly but 
mechanically form in line, their courage left them altogether, 
and they beat a precipitate retreat. 

At Grafton a few days earlier, while the militia were en 
route for the scene of actual warfare at Martinsburg, 
Governor Matthews, having taken a run out as far as Graf- 
ton, was rudely assaulted. The circumstances of the affair 
were these : The Governor had left the cars and repaired 
to the hotel, where he made a short address to the mob, 
being followed by Vice-President Keyser, who was pres- 
ent, and who addressed the riotere, explaining tlie iieces- 
eity, on the part of the company, for the reduction, and 
requesting the men to remain at their duties. To tJiose 
who would do so he promised pnitection. TIiohb who 
would not, should be discharged and settled with the fol- 
lowing day. 
Those efforts had uo good eSeut, aui liia &^\VMim«\A. ■«*» 
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increased rather thaii diminiBhed, At a later hour, however, 
■when tliree of the mob had been jjlaeed under arrest by tho 
military and conveyed to an npper room of the dejKit build- 
ing until they eoaM be taken to Pniutytown the next 
moniing, for trial, and when Mr. Keyeer arid the militia 
wft-e (iff toward Mai-tiiiBburg, the crowd began to disperee. 
Finally, the locality waa almost deserted. 

It will be remembered that these events happened dar- 
ing the lirat troubles at Martinsburg, while the State ti'oojjs 
were being rapidly moved in that direetion to the support 
of Colonel Faulkner. 

(lovernor Matlhewe, who had accompanied the Wheeling 
Guards aa far as Gmfton, hud at a late honr retired to his 
apartment, in the eceond story of the hotel building, and, 
after partly disrobing, and leaving the window open, the 
night being nneomfortably warm, he threw himself upon 
his condi, where, worn ont by lack of sleep and constant 
watchfulness for many honre, he was soon lost in an uneasy 
slnniber. Presently his soiiBes were shocked and iiirud 
rudely awakened. There was an irrnption into his bed 
room of some whizzing, hnrtling, heavy body, which first 
smashed the upi>er sash of tho casement, sending the shat- 
tered glass in all directions. Quickly rising and enveloping 
his person in a dressing-gown, the Governor turned np the 
gas, and discovered that a huge rtrck had been tiirown, evi- 
dently with the intention of striking him in the head while 
asleep. Calling in his aid, he ex|ilained the cirenmstances, 
but no one conld be seen upon tim railway track outside, 
and not a shadow moved in the dark roadway or near the 
steep viaduct. Some of the Gorernor's friends thought 
that a change of room would thereafter be tiesirable, and one 
was secured having no street exposure, where Governor 
Matthews j:iassed the next few houvavvY lYuVatviiLQ, '^\sXviv^"t 
a few hours. 
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Soon a message was bmiiglit informing tlie Governor that 
the strikers were rallying in strong force, deulRriiig it 
tlicJr inteiitiun to release the prisoners or die in Che attL-ni]>t. 
Immediately dressing himself, he repaired to the sjjot, aiij 
onuG more nsed every possible personal and ofHuial infineiii;e 
to prevent the railmadere and their backeii) fi-om breaking; 
the law. He finally- secnred a pledge from them that they 
would retnrn to their homes. They kept their word, offer- 
ing no more violenee up to the hour in the morning witness- 
ing the departnre of the Governor for Wlieeliug, 

The inland navigators were now in difheuity. Railroails 
had met their trials, and the canals also came in for a share. 
Among them was the Chesftpeako ami Ohio Canal. The 
fii-st aetnal niptnra was among the ownet% of shipping nnd 
the larger shippers, and originated frem a refusal on tlio 
part of one to pay the rates of freightage dctnanded by the 
others. Xear the middle of July n preposition was made 
to have all llie large companies snbmit a bid to tlie boat- 
men to jiay for carriage to Georgetown and Alexandria at a 
uniform rate of niucty and ninety-five cents, or eiglitj-livo 
and ninety cents, per ton, respectively, and also to unite in 
a request to tlie Oanal Cujnpany to concede a reduction in 
tolls of live or ten cents. 

A little later there occurred an ontbreak among the 
(tanalci-s at Sir John's Rnn, and the men began stoning tJio 
passenger trains as they went by, But the boatmen en- 
gaged in the strike, as a general thing, were qniet, orderly, 
and peaeoaljle, only a few, who were repudiated by tlie 
remainder, taking the offensive against the Baltimore and 
Ohio Rjiilway. Stilt trofipswere sent tliere. As with the 
milroad strikers, most of the violence was done by out 
sidera, trami)s, and uommnuists, who had no other incentives 
to acliiHj than their own brutal iualiuuts and a desire to 
sct:iiif a share of tlie oommon p\uude'c. "Bclove. "Caa ^.-cwyja 
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■•teaolicJ the ]>laPO a blockade was formed and all boats I 

Bstopjicd. Meantime the canal-boats retnained tied up, I 

■opciatiuns at a etandstill, aud the milling works idle, the I 

Btniiici^ having joined in the strike, hoping for better wages I 

Hu a result. It was not until the 11th of tlie following I 

B^onth that ti'oops were able to remove the embargo and I 

Kpnt the canal deet once more in motion. The laborers in I 

% the mines, evciii at that late date, held out for the increase, fl 

K The boatmen had not lung hecii active, however, when the I 

K miucre began to work for such pmprietois as offered fifty I 

B cents a ton. Tiie Ilampshire, Franklin, George's Creek, I 

KPotomac, and Piedmont coal eompauies were by this tiino -V 

■ Inisily engaged bringing the coal to the snrfaco, and nil I 

K|Kiying fifty-tivecents. By that date, and a little later, nota I 

wlozen canal-boats held to the strike and tried to keup np the I 

F'tmbargo. Even tlieao few contnmaeious ones were prepaied I 

Bio set out for their destinations at a moment's warning. fl 

K In Frosthurg eventhiiig was remarkably quiet. Thera I 

E'Vaa a pnepect t^f a dearth of bread, as but about thirty bar- ■ 

FtbIb of flonr could bo mustered in the town, and it was -fl 

feared that, if ti'ooi>d were nut left in Cumberland and I 

freight soon moved, the miners, mostly Irish, Welsh, Scotch, -I 

and Geriimn, might get together and make trouble. In a M 

lew days coal and freight trains were regularly run, guarded ■ 

by United Stales soldiers, and provisions could he as eaisily I 

and cheaply piixitired as before the strike occun-cd. I 

Lonaconing, a mining place of some importance, had fiii^ I 

nished many of the men forming the riotous aesemblagc at B 

Keyser. Barton had a mccliiig of minei'S on the last day B 

of July, reported to have numbered eight hnudrcd etreng, B 

Piedmont was not devoid of strikers, and all the miners in B 

Allegheny County met, a day or two latev, \v\ 'lis.w'iSS* fl 

JLHeadow, near Zonacoiiing, but no v'uiVenue ovin\it'L«.\ ».\. ^'^■'Sj 

Bf these places. J 
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On the 24th of July, while the troubles in "Western Penn- 
B^'lvania wei-e at Lhcir height, when the train for Pittsbnr;; 
was ready to leave Cumberland, thirty or forty men, com- 
priBing well-knowii residents of the county and city, boarded 
the care, witliout making any very decided etir or demon- 
fitratiun — it was before the advent there of Federal soldiers 
— and, despite the earnest pi-otests of the conductor and 
trainmen, swore they would go to Pittsburg, fare or no fare. 
They desired to take a hand in the operations of the strikers 
then going on in Pittsburg and that part of the State. The 
conductor said nothing, after their fares had been demand- 
ed and refused, but contiuned on hie routu. He forwarded 
a private dispatch, liowever, from Connellsville, to the Chief 
of Poliee of Pittabura;, notifying him of his living cai-go, 
and requesting him to bo sure and have a party ready when 
he should arrive to take forty or fifty armed men in charge. 
This reqnoet was promptly attended to, and when the turbu- 
lent fellows reached Pittsburg, tliey found thernselvea quiekly 
eurraunded by policemen and were marched off to jail. 

No particular violence was entered upon at Cumberland, 
the preparations, military and civic, having been too com- 
plete to give the strikers the coveted opjiortunity. But the 
blotnlshed at Baltimore had greatly exasperated the train- 
men at Grafton, 

On the Sunday preceding the serious troubles iust de- 
scribed, at Baltimore, a train of cars loaded with perishable 
property was brought to Grafton, en route for the East, and 
the master of transportation was very anxious to move it, in 
oi-der that the railway might not siifEcr loss. The strikers 
would not permit it, and the military had not yet arrived 
On Sunday the officera of the road secured a volunteer 
anti-union engineer and fireman, and quietly making other 
preparations, suddenly started the cars, just as the morning 
service w&a about to bcijin in l\ie CuvXvyVw OVvwtOa. -it \X-«. 
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town, where many of the railway strikcrfl had iisaembled, 
through the reuotnmeiidatioti of a man named S|ien(!er, who 
had for some time been Chief of Grafton Branch of the 
Trainmen's Union. The engine steamed out with the pork, 
laden freight train coupled to it. But the trainmen were 
on the alert, word was sent to the chnrc.h of what was 30- 
ing on, and in a moment more hundreds of exuitod fellows 
were rnahing down from the ehiirch. Pell-mell, one after 
another, ran the erowd of angry and disapjxtiuted railroad 
men. Thcae cffi-rts to eateh and stop the train by mnniug 
after it wore nseless; but a locomotive used in swit«hin{; 
work was firod u|j. They mounted it, oi-dered the engineer 
to pnll the throttle, he obeyed under compuUion, and theyi 
started iu pni-snit. The strikera were in the cal), on tUft- 
foiitboard, on the pilot, on the coal in the tender, and cling- 
ing to the locomotive in every conceivable place, armed 
with revolvers, rocks, and clubs, the latter hastily picked 
up before starting, running rapidly in the wake of the train 
trying to escape from their clutches. On, with reckless. 
speed, shot tlie engine, black with its human burden. For- 
ward s{>ed the train, far ahead of tbern. After turning » 
endileu, sharp curve in the road, the smoke fi-om the truant 
loeoniotivo conld be diBeeniud thi-ongli opening in the' 
trees. The stillness of the clear Sabbatii morning wafti 
rudely broken by the excited eheerhigs and hurrahs of tha 
piirsuere, which were answered to the echo by the shiill 
whistle of the leading engine, which contiiuied to puff, and' 
blow, and labor, over a bit of steep grade, and, having 6\\r- 
miinnted it qnickly, showed a clean pair of heela in thd 
dim and dusty distance as it rolled gracefully and rapidly 
down a gradual descent, and then passed out of view over » 
level piece of ground into the windings, turnings, and twist* 
ing8 of another of tliose abrupt horae«\\oe \iftv\Ci% lo'c ■«\\\'5a 
V. tlie Baltiuioro and Ohio road, iu tbia \o*iaVv\>^ ^ "^ w^'iJw't'a!*!^ 
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The strikers turned to tlieir involuntary engineer, and, 
with man J oaths ordered, " More stcaui I " " Mure epceil I " 
Then their eyes were strained to tlieir ntmoet to pcncti-ate 
the dietanet?, and see if their prke was actuAlly gaining and 
widening the spat^e between them. More haste was made. 
More fuel was thrown iiito the lirc-pan of the frirnace, and 
the flantcs roared again as the door was closed. The ii-on 
horse ran like a thing of life. The noise of the wheels, and 
the esi-aping steatn, and the whittle, snared people in their 
honties beside the traek. Men and women rushed ont from 
their liouscs, and looked on in amazement at sight of Uie novel 
race. One old lady, living in a log-cabin, snrronnded hy bo 
gronp of ragged children, stood on her nan-ow gallery, and 
was 8(1 enthnsiustie over the contest that she wildly swnng 
her faded calico sun-boniiet in the air hy its strings, lost her 
balance, fell off the platform before the door, screaming, 
"Mnrdert ninrderl"as she dew-ended. The strikers had 
time to catch a glimpee of the scene, and gave the woman 
three hearty cheers as they clattered by, which the children 
and iieighhora returned with all tlieir Innge. 

Presently the puisning engine arrived at another enrve. 
Around it tliey swept at lightning speed. Suddenly before 
them apjx-'ared, in plain sight, the stationary rear end of the 
ti-ain they were so recklessly flying after. 

There was little chance for tJiongbt, less for action, bnt 
the faces of the Hotei-s turned white as tbey nndei-atood the 
situation. The locomotive they- were on — covering it us 
swarming heea upon the limb of a tree — they very well 
knew nnist inevitaiily run into that dark barrier, that im- 
movable obstacle of solid wimmI and iiim. Too well they 
knew the danger. Jhit all were paralyw'd- None even 
thought to jump. A collision was niiavoidable. Scarecly 
had the strikers' engineer a second in which to sonud 
P'o'oir/J biakco," before the tlumdevrag KV»a\\ ta.™*!. Kt-j- 
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ingsliower of destruction, aplinteretl timbers and silltf, an 
explosion of inm flues, the jarring of tlie train, the tearing 
np of mils and ties, the telescoping of cars — a shriek — a 
ficriea of shrieks and groans — and the crisis had arrived and 
passed. 

At Wheeling, the capital of West Virginia, and the 
largest city in tliat State, the strike did not at aTij time 
assume a riotous natnre, which fact is hard to account for, 
as its mannfactiiring interests are hut little less imjiortant 
than tlioae of Pittsburg, and its population is largely com- 
jjosed of that class of workingrnen who are quick to become 
tilled with the striking and riotous spirit, lint, though tlia 
striking trainmen did not reeoii: to the sliameful exhibition? 
of brute force wliich disgraced otlier cities, they stood out 
to the very last, and seetned to he really the firmest and 
most cnol-headed strikers along the line of the Baltimore 
and Ohio road. As a consequence, manufacturing and 
business interests of Wheeling were completely paralyzed. 
Sup|ilies could not be secured, and goods could not bo 
shipped ; the factories were compelled to close, and busi- 
iioss men of the city shut up their stores, placed guards 
npon them, and started for the mountains with their guns 
and fishing-tackle. The result was that Wheeling cxjien- 
enced two weeks of Sundays, and great destitution and 
suffering began to prevail. All wages in all gi-ades of 
employment had been extremely low, and meelianica not 
only had no means saved for'snch an emergency, but were 
in most cases in debt. These conditions, fortunately for 
Wheeling, bi-ought about a strnng public pi-essuro against 
the continuance of the strike, and served to eventually 
bring to terms the trainmen, who, witli other influences such 
aa snri-ounded raili-oad strikers in Pittsburg, would have 
pi'ecipitated trouble and bloodshsd, Aa rt ■w8a,\i,v>'«eN«is, 
the Btrike at Wheeling came, existed. fitmXj ».uA ftsiyarswe 
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ly, but passed away, leaving no other misfcirtuiies than 

jibe great iosa from a coiitinuod eiispetisiou of l>ueiiieaa, and 

the keen suffering endured by the majority of workingiiien 

Btid their families on account of the crnel jiersiateiicy of a 

as is iuvariahly tlie result from ttiat most foolish of all 

ibor movements, the strike. 

At the thriving city of Newark, Ohio, the strike attracted 
Oonslderable attention, and that city was frequently visited 
,l>y Oovernor Young during its continuance. One i)ecHliar- 
ity of the exciteiiieut there is worth relating. Nearly every 
female in the place was an earnest champion of the strik- 
ers. Gi-andmolliere, inotherB, wives and sweethearts seemed 
to vie with each other in encouraging the strikers to hold 
nit until the Baltimore and Ohio Conipany had been com- 
pelled to i-Gsture the wages paid before tlic reduction. Ajs 
lai^ number of trainmen i-esided at Newark, many of 
lem being related to the best families of the city, this 
element pitjved a most [wwerful one, for fifty women am 
Tfnore to be feared, fi-om any Btaud-point, titan five hundred 
men. These ladies forgot everything else save the strike, 
Riid worked without ceasing for its success. They collected 
food, and fuel fur the sustenance of sti-ikers and 
Tttrikers" families. They circulated among the ofiicials of 
the city, and bauteriugly told them that if they attempted 
to make arrests of these railroad men, who were their fa- 
thoi-s, husbands, and lovers, and who were making a brave 
fight for their very lives, they would certainly have to over- 
power and arrest them first. Think of overpowering and ' 
arresting half tiie ladiea of iv city. Nor did they stop here. 
They visited the State militia, aud ingratiated themselvea 
into the regard of tliese bold soldiers of an hour with that 
irresistihb way which determined women have; aud then, 
after they had woti tliem, informed them that if tliey shot 
•}j' of the strikoiv, they would \iavc to do '-vv os-i* vNimSy isa^, 
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.bodies, Wlint brave soldiers could be even diiven into A 
£ght with unarmed workingineii, wlieii they wotild first 
.have to force the attack over the dead bt>dle6 of several 
!}iiindrod handsome women ? Nor did Governor Young hiin- 
iSelf est^ape this irresistible and even ludicrously jioworfiil 
influence. Some would weep, others wheedle, eome charm, 
and many denounce with such sharp tongues and eavago 
manner, that the doughty successor of President ilayea in 
his governoi-sliip of Ohio was repeatedly forced to change 
his head<piartei-s to escape this avalanclie of women, who 
wouid give tlio ill-fated Governor no rest. It may be poft- 
nble that tliia very fact prevented riot and bloodslied at 
Newark, 

All such movements, liowever wide-spread and powerful 
tbey may bo, from their very nature are bound to wear 
themselves out. The action of the ladies of Newark cer- 
tainly prevented the use of the military, and the strikei-s, 
meeting no opposition, soon wearied of their belligerent 
attitude, and the strike at that place fell to pieces of its 
own weight. 

One instance also occurred at Newark illustrative of the 
duplicity of P. M. Arthur and the lirothcrhood of Locomo- 
tive Engineers. Both fraudulently received great credit 
for their supposed action in behalf of i-eenming oi>ei'ationa 
the I'oad. 

Mr. Arthur gave to one of my ojioratives the following 
Tereion of his own and the Bratherliood's action at that 
place, and in precisely the following language: 

" i will say this, we heartily sympathized with these men, 
i millions of people did. But no action by myself, 
l^y the General Grievance Committee, or by any of the dif- 
!rent divisions, tending in any way to support oi aK&\&\,,'a« 
'cn Bxpreas resolatinm of 8ym\iat\\y, '«»» Vs^««v. 'W'ft 
rWc- limy not bciieve tliia. I tell jou it \a GvA^ft Vi:'«.'0»\- 
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" When the strike was at its boiglat on tlio Baltimore jind 
Ohio lOad, they sent for me to come down to Newark. 1 
arrived there tlie night of Satiirdtty., July 2l8t. The 
engineers of Division 36 were all galhered in their hall, 
and having cmight the general infection, were enthiisiastie 
for a strike. I opposed it from first to last ; insisted thai 
they had no cause for any such conrse, and secured fi-om 
them a pledge that they wonld remain trne lo tlje company. 

"W. 0. Qnincey, General Manager of the Ohio and 
Chicago Divisions of the road, who was working nobly to 
raise tlio strike, was surprised beyond measure with the re- 
bdU of my labors, and praised us witiiout stint. 

"I told him the men wore at his disposal, and that they 
would risk their lives to run his engines. Fourteen were 
drawn, by lot, to take out trains, and respwinded to a man 
like men, when Manager Quincey, like a man himself, tuld 
them that they need not go until the troubles were settled. 
Even (governor Young took pains to complinieut the Bruth- 
ht>od and myself in the highest terms, wlien he liad learned 
through me that our order considered it & cowaivlly policy 
to oven take so powerful an advantage as such dishonorable 
action would give 1" 

Now, the simple facts are — and they take from this ratli- 
er shrewd man his cloak of honesty and magnanimity com- 
pletely — that, although this action mkm taken, the eiigineei-a 
were drawn, Mr. Arthur did pomponsly offer to risk their 
lives, the same as Artemus Ward offered to sacrtlice all his 
wife's relations on the altar of liberty, the Brotherhood and 
Mr. Arthur were praised and complimented by Manager 
Quincey, Governor Young, and the public press generally, 
this very Arthur and this very division of Brotherhood En- 
gineers secretly sent (heir agents among the bralvm^n and 
firemen^ with orders to make such dastardly public threats 
g/Vrgf any eugineer who BhoQ\A Dolvmtew te tuiea qM.vB&. 
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engine, that tlie officers of the road became ag)iaat at the 

proapectB of vtolenra, and at unco rescinded their ordera for 
tile movement o£ trains. 

Mr. Arthiii-'s visit toNewark, had jnsttlie effect he intend- 
ed it X*3 have. It prolonged the strike at that point, just aa 
his visits to every other railroad center had precisely the 
I BAtiic resnlt. 



CILVPTEE XVIL 

OArSES LKADING TO THE TK0DBLE3 AT PITTSBUKG. 

WiuLK yet that important section of tho country tribu- 
FUwy to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad was just beginning 
to feel the dire effects of the ontlawry and terrorism which 
any violent interruption of the great channels of commerce 
and un utter defiance of the law always compel, the omi- 
t nons miitteririgs of a deeper discontent began to be heard at 
irlons points along the different divisions of tliat atill more 
r-reaching, almost national, thoroughfare, the PcnnsylvA- 
^ia Railroad. 

Particularly at Pittsbnrg had the fitful fever caiiglit that 
jver- turbulent class of eniiiloyecs who, whetlier laltoring la 
9ie moet obaeiirc, or the most prominent, positions, are con- 
tantly in that condition of dissatisfaction with themselves 
tnd with wliat honest labor they may liave in hand, that, on 
! sliglitost provocation, they come to the surface with a 
•"gnavance." These assumed grievances aro moat handy 
tilings to havo when men desire to bring about u\6\ilTO\:du\')Lr 
t'loii, and coerce grea.t eorporatiuue, Ri\i m^y"^*^^*^") "t^"^''*^*'^ 
eompaiijes, into ad(.pting a policy wtw\it\\o \«at c^^^.Tvaasya 
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of the yeare, or the most urgent of present neccsgitici!. show \ 
bcvond a qiieatlun to be finitiiuiall)' disasti-oiu. la fiiut, ftfl 
giievauce, i-eal or assiinied, was necessary to fan 
dirotiic (liB(»>iitcnt into a lieallhy bate; it was necessary t 
establieli a cominon boudof iiwioii to draw other maktoiiteatt 
to tbeir caiiae ; and above all elEe, it was necessary so tlia 
these disaffected men might gradually bring alnrnt a condi-J 
tioti of public sentiment wliicli would give foi-co to theirj 
foolish demands and support to their reckloss acts, wcra 
these insnltiitg demands not uomplied with. 

Thene men one and all — and I wish to be understood a 
referring to every man employed by this i-oad and its oon-' 
trolled lines who was an instigator of the strike, or who Ite- 
came equally criminal in supporting it — eeemed to bava 
beoD blinded by the intensest inconsistency and reckless- 
nees. They for^^ot that all over this broad land, wbereveij 
there was a collection of people a largo percentage wen 
idle; they forgot that the workshop was deserted; 
once busy mill all silent ; the great, groanhig factory ouin 
tenanted by the solitary watchman and the spiders — all ths| 
were left to spin. Tliey forgot that through causes we i 
may feci sure of understanding, but which no man has ye 
fully explained, nearly every great industry was lying pa] 
sied. They forgot that through the populous cities and 
thickly-settled districts there wei'e hundreds of thousands o 
laborers just as worthy and deserving as themselves, bnt inS 
an incomparably worse condition than they; that theif* 
families wei-e not alone in their deprivation and sacrifices, 
and that they were tlien securiiifr wliat thousands agonizedly 
prayed for— steady work and certain pay — even if the labor . 
trying and tlie I'cinuncration small, and for which, itfJ 
the condition their own intelligence should have told themv 
the entire country was in, t\»ey, aa n\eu ovj^w^ ki^al dnt^ tofl 
ilves, to (Jifir fumilies, t« tUe\t cv«v\^"'S^^'*i »»i.,^!^ 



THE TliOUDLBS AT PITTaDUBO. S15 ■ 

yond aH else, to thoir citizenship, Bhniild have heen for the I 

time man fully content, patiently and faitlifnlly biding tiie' ■ 

better diiys wheu a restored public cou&denuo should have H 

pulsed & new and helpful life thmiigh all the etAgnant I 

arteries of trade. I 

The grievance that these men professed to have, finally I 

gave them tlie asaiirancc and bravado necessary to reorgan- ■ 

ize tlie Trainmen's Union mentioned elsewhere. This re- ■ 

or^nization was effected for the pnrixwe of waging war ^ 

against the Pennsylvania and other rath-oad companies, and I 

for that purpose only. The least reliable, the most worth- I 

less, the least capable, and the most reckless trainmen rnn- M 

ning into Pittsburg were its organizere and reorgan izere. ■ 

The well known fact that to-day every one of the foundoi's H 

of the order are confirmed trumps, disgasting drunkards, H 

miserable commnnistie uiitcoets, or, through the skill of my ■ 

ojieratives, are occupying the gloomy cell of »ont6 jail or H 

prison, is snflicicnt proof of tliis statement. I 

But, as 1 have said, it was necessary to any measure of ■ 

success that tliey have a " grievance." The Pennsylvania H 

Railntad, like other great trunk lines, had sorely folt the fl 

iron hand of the general stagnation of business and the con- H 

etant diminution of receipts botli from that cause and from fl 

a very great reduction of rates necessary to the retention of H 

a large percentage of that class of through business which H 

invariably seeks the cheapest transit to and from the sea- H 

Itoard. To partially meet this great reduction in receipts ■ 

the management of the j-oad was com[)el!od to lessen the I 

rinming expenses — on the same principle, and for precisely fl 

the same reason, that a railroad employee, or any otlier ■ 

workingman, who discovere Ins income reduced by circnm- H 

Htanccs over which he has no possible control, Euda it, ko, B 

lute iiecessft_y to lessen his living es\>0Hstj», 1 
<d right hero let me say, that in a\\ yiatvue \\\ft 'Viw'wloss** 
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and the grocer havojuat as gond a right to ''strike" against 
the forced contraction of this worki liftman's expenses, and 
with bindgcoiis aud revoUera coiniwl him, aven by burning 
hit) house and murdering members of his familji', to con- 
tinue the usual amount of wuBtom at the usual rates of paj- 
niout, or intimidate other butcliors and grocers to prevent 
their fiirniahiiig him meat and provisions at a cheaper rate, 
as any set of railroad employees have to inaugurate and 
protract the disgracefnl scenes which have recently cursed 
our country, for the avowed puqx)se of compelling railroad 
corporations to yield to ruinous demands. 

After aecortaining that such action was of extreme neces- 
sity, in June, '77, the Pennsylvania liaib'twd Company 
announced a reduction of ten per cent, upon tbe wages of 
all oSicers and employees receiving more than one dollar 
a day, tlie same to take effect on and after the iirst of July 
following. This order and the subsequent inti-odiictlon of 
what is known as the "double-headere," or freight trains 
composed of a larger number of cars than the single train, 
and drawn by two engines, which economized labor, and 
consequently displaced a few employees, constituted the 
" grievances " which resulted in the reorganization of the 
Trainmen's Union, and eventually the strike and its terribly 
disaslrous results. 

No sfwnor had these measures for economy in the com- 
j>auy^s management gone into effect, than the class, and only 
tiie class — these utterly worthless employees — referred ti>, 
brgftii their secret meetings and their sedicitms efforts. But 
it is an established fact that the great body of employees ac- 
cepted the reduction with good gi-ace ; and the cliargc made 
i^ainst Col. Scott and other officcre of the i-oad, that they 
were inaccessible and treated all employees with ciaicl in- 
difference, however respectfully thej might offer a petition 
grjiflmoaatmace, fa found tobei8Aaa'w^^:^^'^'"^"'>^»*y**^'^*fc^ 
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s joint coiiiinitlee fi-uiii the Brotlierbood of LouL>indtive 
Engineers and Bmtherhood of Locomotive Firemen, in 
June, and just subsequent to tlie proposed reduction, 
wniled npoii Col, Scott and were most courteously received 
by tlint gentleman, who took the trouble to explain the most 
minute detftila of the company's business. He fully demoU' 
Btruted not only the justice of, but the extreme necessity for, 
the reduction ; which so impressed the committee tiiat they 
gave in writing an nnqnalitied indorsement to this impera- 
tive iiolicy, and pledged, also in writing, for tlieraselves and 
the imptirtant elui&os which they represented, a most hearty 
co-oiKJi-ation and loyalty. 

In fact, more than tliree-fonrths of iLe employees of the 
road, and innneasninbly the moEt dcBcrving. capable, and 
valuable uia^ of its employees, had received tlie reduction in 
an appreeiativo and manly way; and ihe management had 
every I'eason to believe that the most liarnionious relations 
Btill existed. But all this time factions and unruly elements 
were plotting schemes of revenge. They hud rjot the can- 
dor to utter a manly protest or appi-oach the president of 
the company which gave them and their families the means 
of support, in a respectful and decoi-ons maimer; but, trai- 
torous to their own and their employer's interests, tliey drank 
in the accui-sed communistie spirit of the times, and drew 
together a desperate body of men with jtrofevsecl principles 
of reciprocal help and bi'otherliood ministrations, but really 
for riot and revenge. So marked was tins endeavor to gain 
the neceasary jmwer of numbers that any jMjiiion, no ujatter 
how low and vile, to iind easy admission had only to 
romidly cxpreSR bitterness and hate against the Pennsyl- 
vania liailroad Company in particular and all railroads in 
geuerul. It was in this way that my opei'atives, willi yre- 
teusiouB iiiiiwvcBBniy to relate, bueaitie me\n\ie,Tft, wi^ «■■»- 
«M«/ me to apeak with the greateet «ev\.B.uA^ oi. 'Ou's -^^^^ 
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cioiia order wliiL-b soon extended to the lialliinora and Ohlj 
Ilaili-(iad, with tim i-csnlts that havu lieon pruvjotisly inei 
tioned. Fnun Pittslmi^ it piisliL-d ita slimy len<fth Im 
over the Furl WayTiu mad towards Cliica;^ ; it crept alot 
the liiiiuotis winding of tlie Ailrglioiiy Valley; wni to th) 
Kiist it trailed over the grand muunlains and beantiful v 
1l'j-8 along the Pennsylvania road, spi-cading everywhere ti 
Feeds of dieaJToction and riot. 

But the officera oE tlio latter road eoiiM not, and did not, ^i 
credit these hints of disturbance. They had every i-eau>n 
U) believe, tlioy thought, that there was no real i-anse of 
difTerence between them and their men. Even after tlio sad 
scenes at Martiiisbnrg thuy felt certain of the loyalty of 
their employees, and luoiced upon the liimble along the 
Baltimore and Ohio road as merely a local agitation which 
Gon\A by no possibility e.\teiid to their lines. Besides tl 
faith based on the earnest assnrance of fidelity giveu by ti 
committee from the Bi-otlicrhoods, no petition, protest, i 
warning by other trainmen had been offered; so that v 
the blow was strnck, this great corpoi-ation was utterly i 
prepared to meet it, and what was at fii-st a handfnl < 
reekless desi>eradoes, had bmw-beutcn and intimidated ri^ 
and left, promising and wheedling here, thi-eatoning s 
forcing there, until this disaflei^tion and its influcnco iu| 
swept like a flash of tlamo from this central point to I 
utmost limit of the company's main ajid controlled liii 
and what had been the beet organized and Knest eqni|)] 
commercial highway in the world, was in a pitialile coit*"^ 
ditiou of chaotic holplcssiiees. 
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CHAPTER SVni. 



INALfl ORATION OF THE BTillKR ; 



At iKioii (if Thursday, July 19th, tlie unexpected blow wna 

tniuk; aud, illiistnitive ni llie powerlessiicss of our State 

t■lll^^-s and iuitiecilc iiietKcicnuy of Ideal ait t.Uori ties, a haiid- 

ffiil of men, who iniglit have been subdued by a determined 

toi'iw'rara guard, were permitted to precipitate what led to 

most deplombii! riots in history. Freijj;ht coiidiict*ir 

iiTb train was nearly ready for starting on t. The" crew" 

i lieen assigned and the eiigiusora were only waiting for 

D signal to nnloo«e their mm steeds, when, after a short 

tonfcrencoamongtlicbrakcnien, the conductor was informed 

I lliey wonid not go out with the tmiii, lie, as was his 

Inty, promptly passed the dreaded word to the dispatcher. 

Two yai-d crewa of livakemen were then aslcod to take tiio 

tmin, but the imimidation had begun, ;iiid thoy I'efiised, 

They were very properly disc^hargcd, but very improperly 

-ipcrmitled to remain aud help swell the rapidly-increasing 

fowd of strikers, for now the strike had begun. 

So swiftly did this striking fever run through the worst 

iflement of the trainmen lingering about, that scarcely an 

uir bad ehipsed before a en)wd of fully five hundred 

junployecs had gatitered, and all efforts at starting tm 

l^hived ineffectual. The first brute force nsud by the 

trikurs was near Twenty-eighlh Street, about one o'clock 

I the afteruoon, when D, M. Watt, S\\\)ui:'u\\c\\iie\\\, VW 

c-airn 's chief clerk, oi'dered ai> etn\>\o>v:e W icwicwi ^.■(CiWi «. 

shifliiig engine and change tlie swituU mi a* U» '^-ivw^. "'^ ^^ 
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]>aBsage of a fi-cigbt tmin. The ernpluyec refused, fearing 
he would be killed. Tliereiipon Mr, Watt epi-aiig from the 
eiigiriG, and as he attempted tn change tlm Bwitch, theeutire 
ei-owd rushed upon him, eotne of the leaders shouting in 
extremely licroiu way: "Boys, we'll die riglit here 
" llread or blocnl ! " aud the like. One brute, a yardmaiLi 
Darned Tbomaa MfCall, etriiok Mr. Watt a terrific blow. 
felling him to the earth. This action dismayed the strikers 
eomewbat, and enabled the inefliL-tent poIJue to arrcet a few 
of the moBt barmlesa, as usual. But the crowd soon rallied, 
and, with increased numbers, moved up aud down the tracks, 
beating and stoning loyal employees from their work, and 
re-eiiactitig that old and savage labor tragedy which, for tlie 
Inst century, has cursed both eoutinente. In the meantime, 
notices signed by tlie " President " of the Trainmen's Dnioti 
had been posted along the line fram the Union Depot to 
£aet Liberty, a distance of nearly six miles, calling on bU 
the members of that organization to meet at Phoenix Hall, 
on Eleventh Street, at seven o'clock in the evening ; and 
around these, excited groups were uonslantly gathering to 
discuss the all-absorbing topic, while hundreds of others, 
comprising the inure daring ol: the men, carrying all before 
tliem like a storm, moved ont to East Libeity stock-yards, 
oompelliiig the train and yard men there to join with them. 
Quick work was now made, and a sudden end put to all 
order and autlmrity. Trains were run nixin side-tracks and 
left there. Tiieii nialtci's on tlie main tracks wore laken in 
liand, and all trains east or west were stopped. Those 
coming from the east were allowed to pi-oceed into the city 
after the situation had been explained and their crews so 
thoroughly threatened aud otherwise frigliteiicd that they 
sacredly promised to " go ont," or join the strikers, as soon 
as Pittabiirt^ pcojier had been reacVvei, 'k\hii\v wwicT \iua <!«- 
c-iiiustanccs tlicy iti variably did. Vl vjaa ^\^icss«a.v^ ftviA 
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eome of the stock-trains be pulled np to tlie sidings to be 
nnloaded; but the Btrilcera would in no instance permit of 
the iiao of tlie company's engines, that work being done 
only by engines from the Pan Handle road, and though no 
detention was snffered by passenger trains. Thus the work 
went on for the day, and the nnraborlesa tracka and sidinga 
grew black with elosoly-packed cars, which were destined, 
many of them, never to be put to use again. 

At night a strong guard of strikers patroled the tmcks, 
and complete possession had been taken of the Western Di- 
vision of the poad, while at Phcenis Hall, on Eleventh 
Street, there were gatliered four times the nunil)er that 
could gain admission. Up to this time the movement had 
been almost entirely controlled by such brakeinen and 
yardmen as had been inveigled into the Trainmen's Union ; 
but now, notwithstanding Chief Arlhui-'s statement to the 
contrary, such of the engineers and firemen of the Western 
Division as happened to be in Pittsburg, came in a body to 
Phcenix Hall, determined to join in tlie fight against the re- 
dnction of wages and the doubling of freight trains, 
although the latter in nowise affected them ; showing a clear 
nbreach of faith which can neither be excused nor palliated. 

This meeting was unusually orderly and quiet. But it 

B the ominous quiet that snrely tells of the coming storm. 
Hie result of the meeting was the following altimatam to 

e company : 

PVr«i— W«, the nafleraigned oommit.tee, appointed by the Wertem IM- 

n of the PcnDBfiTania Railroad Campanj, do bareby demand from 

A oompimy, through ita proper ofBcera. the wa^iCes as per depmtmeiit ot 

angiDecrx, firemen, conductors, and brukemoa recolTed prior to Joaa 1, 

1877, 

Seaiiui — Thnt eaoh and eveiy employee who has been disiuifised for 
taking part in the preHfiot strike or ra«et,ltiga bc\A 'pi\m \c ot &tn\ii%»so&. I 
ttrike bereetored to their poaition, as held prior *«tti6 6trCi». 
TAmZ—TbAt Oie cJaaaiBcation of each ot wvv4 dapartmeiilai'to'i i^aO:vSoR»i- 
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lotr Knd forever, and that hereafter engiDcen ftnil oonilacUirs receiTe tlu^ 
aroo Wigf* u rcceired b^ engineeia and coiulacton of the highest cIsm, 
trior to Jaael. 1S77. 
Fnartit^-TYaX the rciQmiig of double tralua be abollahed, except cos ' 



At nine n'clmrk the satno eTcning the strikers at the oiiteri 
depot dcuided to stop the arrival of Pan Handle trains. 
'One was hoard coininf* tliinidoring nloiij;, when fulW fiv«| 
luindred men qiiidtly formed ou eitlier aide and auiies tlift. 
track, hilt 119 it approadHed they diecovei-ed that it was aitf 
exprosa trainband it was allowed Xf^ \toAi, amid jocra aiids 
yells. A half hour later another train waa heanl, and thej 
line was formed again, as promptly and solidly as with a^ 
battalion of 8i)lilier8. It was really an interesting sijiht— 
almost a study for a pietiiri'. Nearly every man Iiad niH 
uoneciniiBly assumed an attitude of defiance, and thoy stood! 
Uiore lil{c grim and siiecit Btatnes. But tlie moment it waa^ 
made certain that the coming tmin was of fi-eight, a deafeu- 
iiig yell went np from the cfowd, which was answered byj 
Bignal shrieks from the engine like a series of shrill echoeoi 
■ci'uaniod back fnim some bold momitain Bide. In vain 
did the engineer exeiludiy sinnid the whistle and ring the 
bell. The afrikere utood tiiere like a wall. It was of n» 
avail. The tmin slackened, and finally came to a halt after 
ahnnt fifty of the men had [>oardod It. Then tliey clinil)ed 
opon the engine and tender in every conceivable spot where 
R fiHilhold eonld be secnred, brandisiiing clubs and shaking 
their tistB at the poor fellows in the call, while the engineer, 
utterly imnplnssed and aghast, stanimcrad out: " WliVj 
boys, God knoM-s this's the first I've seen of all this 1 "' 
Wirli this the Pan Handle nwid hceanio helpless with th 
'0/ior Jinos. Tliia ovfiit and another trvvilVcaa v\\«n^ ftx^ 




tcrmined attempt to move trains, wliidi occurred within 
the city at teu o'clock, and tiie weak efforts of Sheriff Fife 
to disperse the strikers at Twenty-eighth Street, closed tlia 
exciting day. But I cannot pass the latter subject without 
I'offlrriiig to the criminal woiikness tif the ofBttors in and for 
the eity of Pittsburg and the Ci>unty of Allegheny. Right 
here were lost tlie opportunities to prevent the Fittshui^g 
riot. 

After tlio attack upon Chief Clerk Watt in the earlier 
part of the day, that gentloinau drove to Mayor MuCai-thy'a 
olHce and begged his presence at the scene of disturbance, 
or at len-st for ihe detail of a sufKcient force of police to 
keep away inua the coiniiany'H property and premises such 
of the cowardly scoundrels as would not pennit honest and 
loyal employees to work. This model Mayor was conve- 
niently "ill," and no assistance was rendered. In the light 
of subsequent events, it would almost seem that this man, 
rather than Majur-General Pearson, sJionld have been in- 
dicted for murder by the grand jury of Alle_:rheny County, 
Jlut tins source failing, the Sheriff was appealed to. His 
duty there and then was simply to summon a. posse strong 
enough to have preserved order, on his diacovei-y of the 
imhecilily of the city authorities; and preserving order 
under the ciitinmstaucos would have hcen to protect men 
willing to work. 

It is an established fact that ninety per cent, of the com- 
pany's (jinployeos were not only willing but anxious to work. 
Tliey had an undeniable right to pi-otection in their labor; 
and x\\K shame of tliis whole matter is not so much hi the 
fact that a few hot-Iieaded malcontents discontinued work 
and endeavored to force others to do the same, na in the far 
inoi-e disgraceful fact that the Mayor of a large city like 
Pittsburg would not see thai i:o\n\i\e\.(i \i\vi\^Mi'C\«». "w^* 
given t" re.-ijicrfahJt: workin^mcii w\t\\\u \\fe \v\\\\'*-., «»'>^ 
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B failing to do bo, that the Sheriff of so importaut a connQJ 
as Allegheny slioii Id prove eqiiRlIy aa derelict iii his duty. 

All Siieriff Fife did,lio»'evei-, waa to po tu Tweiily-ei-iUA, 
Street and Bolcinnly oi-der the strikore to disperse. No uiw 
could blaiiio these i-ough fellown for laiijtliing and jeennj 
St him. Alincst any other pereon wi>iitd have considered 
80 impotent an action really laiigiiable. But he "remained, 
en the graiind until nearly three n'clock in the niorning! 
as the dispatches told the pnbliu. It wnuld have been pleas- 
anter for him to have remained in bed, and quite as se^ 
viceable. While " remaining on the groniid " lie forwarded 
a message to (iovenior Ilartranft, explaim'ng how he had' 
Btreimonsly labored to put down the riot; that be had 
not the " means at command ; " and nrging the Governor till 
exercise liis anthorlty in calling out (ho militia to snppreeB 
the lawlessness. So that it must be bnnie in mind that tfaa 
two oiErialfi at Pitleburg who, above all others, had the nppoi^ 
tnnitj and power for onishiiig ont this trouble in its incipi* 
ency, shirked their dnty altogether, and are really responsi* 
ble for the tei-rible Bceuea wtiicli followed. 

But Governor Ilartranft waa absent, lie was not exactly 
shirking his dnty like ihe reat, but he was nnfurtimately ) 
good distanuQ from Ihe place where his position made i 
truly a dnty for him to be, summering with his friends in 
the raountaiuB of the far West, Neither was Lientetiant- 
Governor Latta to be found at Ilarrisbnrg, In fact, the 
government of the great common wealth of Pennsylvania, 

I without a head. But, straggling along about till 
o'clock in the morning of Friday, came a message fmm tin 
"Adjutant-General of the State, M'ho was found at Lancastol 
Pa., informing Sheriff Fife that he had oi-dered Major-Gen^ 
eral A. L. Poareon to place a regiment of militia at 
\ AisposA), The General was found, and he immediately 
yiei-ed the Daqaesm Greys, the E\ft\itec\\t\\ ^aft-^\mft\'A,\o 
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report for dnty at seven o'clotsk. But the atrikera proved 
far the earlier riaei-s, and long before that hour were on 
the ground, largely reinforced, and in full [Kjasessiou of the 
tracks and the company's property. 

Shortly after eight o'clock written copies of the Gover- 
nor's proclamation were posted up along the tracks, but were 
treated with the utmost contempt. These men knew that 
the (iovernor was absent on a pleasure tour, and they 
doubted, or pretended to doubt, its genuineness. Many 
insisted that it was concoeted in the company's office. In 
any event, tlie proclamation had only the effect of making 
the men more bitter, increasing the crowds, and creating an 
intenser excitement. 

On t!ie arrival, during the morning, from Philadelphia, 
of A. J. Cassatt, Third Vice-Prosideut of tlie Pennsylvania 
Railroad, a consultation was lield between that gentleman, 
General Peareon, Sheriff Fife, Colonel Guthrie, and Superin- 
tendent Robert Pitcairn, and at about twelve o'clock the Du- 
quesne Greye, under Colonel Guthrie, and headed by Briga- 
dier-General Joseph Brown, started fur the scene of trouble 
at East Liberty ; while the Fourteenth Regiment, supported 
by a pirtion of Captain Breok'a Hutchinson Battery, were 
oi-derod to the outer depot. These soldiers reached their 
destination without mishap, though they were hissed and 
insulted along the entire route. 

During the forenoon a call was made by General Pear- 
son for more militia, which was responded to by additional 
companies of the Fourteenth and Nineteenth Regiments, 
with tlie i-emaining section of the Hutchinson Battery ; and 
these troops took up positions at Liberty and Twenty-eighth ' 
Streets, about ono o'clock. Shortly previous, Company F, 
of the Eighteenth, under command of Captain Auli, arrived 
at Torrens SlatioD, a little difilance Vic^mA ^afe^ XJCv^cA,-^ "-, 
and a few mimitea later Sheriff Viie, G6i\eT4\ Vea^TOax^.j^'sA. 
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j 8lll>erinreniJt!iit Pitiraini arrived oti a Bpecinl train. The 
I iuilitary itsolf caused uuiiaidei'abtc commutiun, but tlio arri 
1 tbI of these ^ntlemon created great excitement. 

As stK)!) as the trahi had halted, Sheriff Fife inuuntcd the 
ingiiie tender, and read tlio Governor'a proclamation amid 
tliu wildest exciteiiiciit of the cn)wd. The niaftor had gone 
Ltoo far. All thiB mock cei-cmoiiv onlj- served to esaspemta 
I the men, and they hooted and iiidni^d in the wildest deio- 
[ onsCrations lesa than actual riot. Then Guiieral Pearson, 
ft man of moet commanding and soldierly buaring, ateppe<t 
I forward, and, wliile speaking, was listened to with profound 
I tttention. The snhstance of his rcniarke, which wore de- 
livered with great emphasis and deliberation, was, tliat tiie 
strikers were resisting the law, which would be enforced if 
the entire [)ower of the Stale were needed. He syrapatliizod 
with the men in any real grievance titcy might have; but 
they mnet rcnienilwr, lie said, that he was a soldier; had 
been oiilered by his superiors to protwst the ctunpany'i 
property ; and a sohliei had no right tn eonsider sympathies 
IjefiM-e duty. Tie also said that trains should bo put throngh 
on that day, and that he himself should be wn hand toaeo 
that thoy were not obstrueted. 

All this was received in snllcn silence. The mob had 
r been permitted t^f attain almost the respectability of an iii« 
k Biirroction by the civil authorities, and wore not to be cowed 
I into snhmiBsion by what they were pleased to term "holi- 
J day soldiers." In re?]>oiiae to (leiiei'al Peaiwin's inquiry 
■'■whether they intended to submit to the law, and peai-eHbly 
ierinit the rnnniiig of trains, a yell of "' No, nol " burst 
[ iitmi a tliousand voices so wild, impetuous, and deterininud 
' that it was hoard milesawny, convincing the oflicials that far- 
I thei' parley was useless, which eon viction was f uriherstrengtb- 
[ «ned, as they moved away, by a parting yell of defiance and 
%8filt more fotvible aix-ouipaninient oi \:\H\.ie awA avuwea. 
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After thia signal failure, s, consultation was liad as to the 
advisability of attempting to force trains through by a vig- 
orous nee of the militia; but this course was strongly op- 
posed by General Pearson, who did nut wish to asBinne so 
grave a responsibility in the absence of definite ordere from 
his enperinra and with so small a ninnber of troops, as his 
available force numbered but a few hundred men all told. 
His advice was taken, and lie tlioi-eupon telegrajjlied Adjn- 
lant-General Latta full particulars of the situation, receiv- 
ing intelligence from that official that he would arrive in 
Pittsburg over the Fast Line about niidiiiglit. 

To furtiier complicate mutters, at three o'clock in the 
aftenuMHi the Pittsljurg, Fort Wayne and Chicago ]*oad also 
fell a victim to the eKtending turbulence. " Number Fif- 
teen " t-lirough Chicago freight train was about to depart 
fur the West, when a gang of yardmen comprising about a 
dozen liremen and brakcineu, led by a man named " Billy " 
Iit>wmaii, a yard conductor on tlie night ti-ansfer runs, 
boarded the engine, and quietly tuW the engineer and fire- 
man that they had better "get down out of that!" No 
furcewas nscd ; Imt there would have been, had it been 
nc(,;86ary. In less than half an hour the crews of at least 
twi ity freight trains had joined the movement, and as fast 
aa "ains arrived their crews were compelled to leave them. 
By live o'clock there were fully three thousand people u()on 
the scene, and after eight o'clock the company abandoned 
all atteiiipts to run freight trains; while hundreds of. iron- 
workers from the railroad shops, laborers from ttie yai'de, 
and shopmen and mechanics from Allegheny City had 
swelled the throng until it numbered fully five thousand. 
The utmost good nature prevailed, but there was never a 
more determined set of men got together. 

During the day the PhUiwle\\»\ua a\\4 "^t've "cqm.^ -«■»» 
bk-ckaded, and the Pittsburg Div\*\(Ai oi liie^«^.u«\'«« «s^^ 
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\ Ohio ceased ojienitiiip, bo far a9 freight trains were oon- 
oemcil, a mob t'f nearly a thousand ruffians — not one of 
thcTti a r«itn^ad employee — having taken complete ]x>6ee8* 
Bion of the tmc-ks near the npper Birmingham bridge, 

And so p&Hsed the night. Through the king hours, at nO 
time were the crowds composed of the mob and striking, 
elements iterceptihly lessened. In the streeta of Pittabnt* 
and Allegheny City people came and went, and at Ii 
quiet settled down u[ion the towns ; but along the trac^ 
in every direction, there was always to be seen an exciteil 
mass of men moving among the shadows and before the I 
dreds of watch-fires which had beou kindled, like some dfi»- 
perate annyof revolutlonista nerving themselves for what- 
ever of Bucceea, defeat, or Iiorror the coming day liad in 
Btoi-e. 




cnAPTEii xrx. 
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The morning of Saturday, July 21, 1877, opened bright | 
and beautiful. To have st'Xid upon the grand hills which j 
skirt the cities of Pittsburg and Allegheny, and looked ' 
past the rivei«, like threads of silver, into these hives of ia- . 
dnetry at early dawn, one uninformed of tho ominous sitiift- 
;ould scarcely have realized that they ci>ntained the 
dormant elements which, before another twenty-four honra 
flhonld elapse, would precipitate sueues to rival those of tlio t 
Paris Commune, But the elose obeervor would hare I 
\ Bot')ceA alonff the sinuous lines of railway which come \ 
-eeping in thivu^h «]! the valleys, tUe 69.me \naaMMQl&»-| 
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termiiicd men that guarded tlio roads by the light of the 
previuQs night's watcli-flres. More than this he would have 
seen. Along every wagon road trailing down fi-om the up- 
lands came new and grotesque groups, whose numbers 
seemed irun-ed by some nnnsnal animation. It is said of 
certain carnivorous birds, that they possess some wonderful 
foreknowledge of such coming disaster aa may provide for 
tliem H horrible feast, and that, long before death has 
idosed tlie sufferings of some wounded animal or lost human 
in the forests or mountains, they hover about, giving vent 
to shrill and joyous exclamations of satisfaction at the cer- 
tain knowledge that their ferocious cravings are to be satis- 
fied ill the hideous way intimated. With soraetliing of the 
same vulture-like pi-escience of coming opportunities for 
prey and pillage, these 8tra™;ling bodies of human vultures 
came down upon Pittsburg. Itiver pirates of the lowest 
and most savage order came creeping up the Ohio, or float- 
ing do\vn both the AUeglieny and Monongahela, to be in 
at the death for their share of the picking; greasy and- 
ragged outlaws from the coal regions loft their dark haunts 
in the groggeries, gorges and glens, and turned their brutish 
faces towards the spot where ihc accursed communistic 
spirit had made law and right contemptible, and forL-o and 
injustice triumphant; from fifty miles to the west, north 
and south, every little community along the railroads lost its 
ronghs and desperadoes, who sot out for the scene of trouble 
as fast B8 ever their legs could carry their worthless bodies ; 
tliose fearful pests, the Moliie Maguires, from the near col- 
lieries came flocking in, ready to give vent in any way that 
might quickest offer an excuse to their murderous antagon- 
ism against capital and authority ; while the trainps^thitso 
veritable guerillas forever bushwhacking on the outskirta ot 
lization — Beenied to suddenly B\)ru\g Iyoto. e";w5 <»>■» 
hable spot like soino magical yet Aangeiovw. ipw*"^ '^ 




ij^lit. Tramps from the mijie:i, with dull, Brnlileii Jaces j 

rtiiiipe froiri tile vitliigcs, witli a sliukiiig, ehamefaceO atrt- 

; tramps from the oil regiutifi, with smut, greii»;, and 

isli ways about thorn ; traiupa fmm among the oiill'iiug 

brms, with traces of the ImiDs and the BtHcks iii their hair 

tnd upon their ithithiiig. and with the air of petty ehtvkeit- 

thicvery very marked abntit them ; tramps from tlio uionii- 

tains, looking hunttKl and wnllish — tramps of every kind 

and from every known and unknown nook and corner ; hnt 

^ all, on this bright July mumin^, stepping ont with a 

^fiqirightly, elastic gait, and every one of the Ood-forsaken 

^■•rew with their hungry faces act towards ihid spot, where 

^TwBoii, pillage, and plinider, were so eooh to rnle and niin. 

H No violence occurred during the early part of the day, 

P'1}Ut tiio situation had become alarmingly threatening. It 

liad begtni to take on a communistic air. This curse of the 

two continents, which we of America had lightly ignored 

as too little a thing to demand attention, but which to-diiy 

is rocogniiMid as a subject of the gravest import, and which 

ualls for OS prompt an extermination as we would give a 

deadly reptile, began shaking its beastly head and raising 

ils i-ed hand, that its power might be known and felt. 

The foolish tnon who had inaugurated the strike, as well 
as the cowardly olUcials wlio had permitted it to grow into 
thuse alarming pi-oporlions, now helplessly saw that tbey 
had unlocked the floodgates of anarchy and riot. From 
every quarter of the two cities men with hate in their des- 
perate faces gathered in groups, and in low tones plotted 
and threatened. The slums and alleys tnrued out their 
niiserahle inhabitants — men with faces of brutes, women 
with faces of demons. Every fresh accession of eotnmunJB- 
tic laborers and communistic loafers was welcomed witli an 
intelligence only begot of murderous hate in one common 
piirptiBc; every addkUm to the Bcditioua cvowi&ol KuWwvdw* 
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Beditioiis tramps from the meadmve, indiiiitaiii!!, Kiid ntiiiea 
was received with Bomo sign of vile fellowaliip tliat igno- 
rant envy always gives to insolent ontlawry ; and every 
eentimcnt of di-fiaiit tnrbii1cu(.-o was received witli siiuli A 
vilo and devitisli relish that soon each brutish lip otdy 
moved to give birth to viler ciirsioga and deeper threats of 
L^vcnge. 

I The etreeta filled up with surging masses, the inoniing 

r lengthened, and an omiiititis dread came down upon the 

eily. Btisiness men who had been lond in their dennneia- 

tiirti of the Pennsylvania Raili'osid now shrank within their 

oHiees and stores, regretting the criminal ''sympathy " they 

|illad extended ti> a handful of law-breakers, out of a sickly, 

inawkitih eeiiti mentality, but all too late realized that tlie 

■anniiig carnival of riot conJd not be checked. Miserable 

icial8,who had phtyed into the hands of these striliei-s and 

Kteickled to these lawless elements out of pure demagog- 

jjm, saw that the sullen calm of midday only preceded by 

I few lioiirs, at most, the time when all their jxtwer would 

a as naught, and the very torror they were n-sponsihlo for 

louhl sweep everything before it ; while all classes of 

Btizena felt in some wild, nnexplaiuablo way that the lim- 

» of restmint wpro Iiciiig passed, and that scenes of hornir 

mre about to bo enacted. And in this state of appralien- 

J , more painfid tliau actual terrors, the hours of that 

hteful day wore on. 

^ At eight o'clock on the previous evening, Major-Geneml 
M. Brinton, of Philadelphia, uommanding the Fh-at 
ivjsion, N. (t. p., received telegmphie orders from Ad- 
rian t-Geucra! Lntia, who had then been in Pittsburg a few 
toura, ic move his entire division, cavalry and arliliery dis- 
imitcd, to tlie scene of trouble, where he shoidd report to 

i\-A\ Pearson. Nearly one t\ioUBandnwwweTO%BjX\'i\»s&. 
retlicr. and this liltio eonimaud, \iavui'^ aw \.Vi\\^\\. «'i '^■«. 
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<f work before thoin, and doabtless looking npon the 
rent as notliing more or less than a deliglilful bolidiiy 
Fcxcursion, left Pliiladelpbia in the early moraing of the 
21ft, and, after receiving aniinunitioii at llarrlsburg. reached 
Pittsburg at about one oVlock, having been subjected to a 
very few interruptions and annoyances from the strikers, who 
j^thered, with tramps and coiiimnniBts, in threatening nnm- 
bera at the different stations along tlie route. 

It was noticeable, however, liiat after reaching the ont- 
ikii-tB uf Pittsbnrg tlie lioliday feature of the exeui-gion was 
S*iddenly changed liy the jeers and bowlings of the moha 
gathered at Ton-ens, East Liberty, and Twenty -eighth Sti-eet, 
which were given more point and force by numberless 
(nissiles that came crashing through the c^r-wiudows. The 
troops were taken U-> the Union Depot direct, where they 
were alt served with a hearty dinner, and the various State, 
military, and railroad officera took the opportunity to hold a 
long consultation, the result of which was a determination 
D attempt the moving of trains when the troops ahould liavo 
jbeen got in readiness. 

This decision was based on the confidence the officials 
felt in the moral effect that would be produced hy so large 
nforcenicut to the Pittsburg troops and the salutary 
Smpreeeion which would bo made in llio minds of the etrik- 
ere by the prompt use of so large, finely-disciplined, and 
well eqnipi>ed a body of soldiere. In any event, at promptly 
three o'clock the line of march was taken up, and, as tite 
soldiers had been greatly refreshed by tlieir timely dinner, 
they stepped off biiskly down Liberty Street, never heeding 
the scowls and ribaldry of the insolent crowds, but looking 
straight before them, keeping true time, and every man 
appearing to be just wliat he was^a soldier ready to obey 
■iders, wlierevei" they might lead him, 
Ae thej iie&red the shops it was au ivn^oam^ tv^A v^ 
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' wittiess ibeee liaiidBorne troops piisliiiig up towards the 

blauk maseea of people who sullenly confronted them. 

Thoy tame in cohiinns of fi)iii-9, heavy marehing order, 

)• dniininGrs on the right Hauk, and all bo trne and perfect in 

I «tep, motion, and eai-riage that one conid have easily imag- 

I ined tliey were some bright and perfect piece of machinery 

I which conld not err in what was cxjiectcd of it, and which 

I gleamed from every part with the excellence of the metal 

I of which it was compoaed. The command comprised \hit- 

tions of the First Regiment, Second Regiment, Sixth liegU 

mcnt, Wecacoc Legion, State Ft-ncihlcs, Washington Greys, 

V and a portion of the Keystone Battery, wilh two Gatling 

Ignne. Colonel R. Dale Benson was tlie ranking colonel, 

Major- General R. M. Brinton was in immediate cfimmand, 

and all were imder the command of Major-General A. L. 

Peai-son. 

As this small tlioiigh splendid body of troops reached 

\ their destinatitm, and cxecnted the preliminary evolutions 

Ktieceseary to taking up their positions with the skill, exact* 

'iiess, and case of veterans, even this moh, confronting thein 

with ninrder in their hearts and murderous weapons in 

their hands, could not but respond to that clement in us all 

which gives some spontaneona evidence of admiration for 

that which compels us to admire, and, forgetting themselves 

and their animosity for a moment, broke into a ringing 

cheer; but in an instant more, as if ashamed of this hon- 

ESt tribute to gallant men, changed it to a taunting jeer, 

iiind then into a yell of defiance. 

Five hundred feet fivjm Twenty-eighth Street, and nearly 
>pposite the lower Round-house, the temiKirary halt waa 
made. In front of the command were Sheriff Fife, lligh 
iBheril! of Allegheny County ; General Peai-aow a-viA W* 
\jidjiii3nt. Col. Moore; Genornl BnntA,in,Qefte,vi^\4'V.»-'*'^ *-'-^*^ 
^tthews, Mr. Cassatf, Tliird Vice-PveftVieuV, w.\A'^v\'S«' 
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intemleiit Koltt'it I'iloiipn <if the Wualern Pivieion of tli% 
Pt'iinsylvaiiiii Raili-oad. I 

At this juncture Sheriff Fife step^wd forward, and in a 
loud tone i>f voiuo began tii i-eti'J the Biot Act. He Itad 
Bcarcely hc^i^im, when the ridiunlougiiess of the BiliiatiiW 
eo»med to force itself upon the minds of tlie mob, and they 
boolod and jeered like a pack of Bacchanalian imps. And^ 
!t was a ridiciilunseitiiatiun. lie re Et^Kxl several hnndred 
trooji», wcM diecijiliiiod, ariticd, and equipped, backed \yf 
tlie whole uoiietitutod authority of the Stale. On llio braw 
of tlie hill waa drawn up the Ninutocntli lle^iiaont, aneE 
beyond Twenty -eighth Street stood the t'ourteentli, wbil« 
b) the right, &> that its giina could sweep both Liberty 
and Twenly-oi^dith titieeta, was stationed a section of tiM 
Hutchinson Battery, under the command of Captain E. Y, 
Urcck. To (jp]iose these forces were perhaps, at that tima^ 
five thousand men, women, and clitldren — a low, niiiierar^ 
ble mob, wliicli, frt>ni the indecisiun and leniency of thA 
reprefientativo o£ the law, Sheriff Fife, could not restrain 
vontcnipt for such pusillanimous action. ITuder such 
ciiuurastances any riotous assemblage gathers strength 
and fury from the very acoru for whatever so wcakl^t 
opposes. 

Sheriff Fife was compelled to discontinue his roadiiigv 
His voice could not be heard twenty feet away. Witli W 
look of despair, he put hi^ {inndenius liiot Act into his ]H>ckeE^ 
and slunk away from the spot where all of his anthoritjN 
did not count as even a breath of air. Vico-Pi-esIdeiit OaA* 
Batt and Superintendent Fitcaim also left, returning to thv 
Union Depot in disgust. All these things were quickly 
ticod, and taken up and carried frem tongue to tongue witlif 
tJie gi-eatest densiini as the surging crowd increased. S 
'aiJ oifi'mE moved down into the mass of rebels, and at last 
Viiic to It 'Icml atop from tlio vovv i\>ii\s.\t,Nf ol v\\*i ■Oivm^ 
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whieli opposed it; and now evervtbing was left to the riot 
Pi-s and tlie militia, 

Tlie inilititi sgniii &dvan(;c;l in column of foiii-s, but 
slowly and steadily, like well-trained ti-oops. and the innlti- 
tnde gave way as they iiaino forward, keeping a reapoutfiil 
dintanue both in front aiid on the right Hank, up against 
the hillside. When thenolmunhad nearly reached Twenty- 
eii^hth Sli-eet, the Fij-at Regiment was sndderly wheeled 
intu lino at the left, fac-ing tho Round-) loiisc, between wliieh 
and the troops wore ODllcuted a dense mass of the riotere, 
who were partially Bholtured by a long line of flat eai-a laden 
with ooal. This movement had the effect of partially clear- 
ing that loi«lily, though large nunibei'& of the inoh still hid 
between and beneath the cat's, and held iheir piisttiuMB npnn 
and buhind them. When this Tunch had been effected, a 
portion of the battalion faeed about, and the ranks which 
now fronted the liillBide marched ra|)idly acniss the tracks 
in that direction, and camo to a halt just at the edge of 
a hill, lu the meantime the crowd, which lind swiftly 
grown into alarming pi-opr>rt ions, pushed down tije hill and 
aliiug the tracks acnias Twenty-eighth Street, and began 
insulting the tritops in every marnier conccivablt'. They 
spat in ilieir faces, hiittled against thorn, flung dirt and 
jj^nvel at them, and cmatanily became mure and more 
threatening and exasperating. And let it be said for these 
brave men who were doing iheir duty, and their dnty only, 
that they bore all this like men, lianl as it was to bear, with 
patience and forbeai'anco. No one but a jiei-son of the 
most despiwible nund will attempt to take from thejn one 
iota of the just jiraise due them, whiuh can only be equaled 
by the disgi-acei'ul stigma wbiuh must rest upon tho people 
of Pitt^bm^g fur their ingratitude and inlmmanity so lou^ 

Kthe memory of fliai tei-rible time 6\\a\\ jouww, 
huk awoitg the Foiu'tcenth aivA IsiwctiiowV-V V^^wvw^^'v*- 
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1 more disgraceful scenes were being enacted. Tlieae ti-oopa, 

\ who were in every Boiise of t!ie word armed represenla- 

I lives of outraged law, and uoiild not, by any bonds of rela- 

tiousbip witli or sympathy for tiiese riolera, be i-elieved in 

the slightest degree fi-oin their duty as soldierg, permitted 

members of the mob to (rrowd in among them and huli-nob 

with them until their ranks were broken and scattered and 

their commands wjnpletely disorganized. Some wcrs 

brave anJ trne, bnt these were the few, who were so far 

I ontiinmbered that they were utterly |>owerleB8; and in leas 

tiian an liour fi-t)in tlie time when Sheriff Fife ^x>ckcted his 

' Riot Act and official nonentity, and crept away from tlie 

[• eontlict he liad jiermiltod to become inevitable, Ihcee regi- 

I nents had not only become utterly demoralized, but uuiu- 

. bcrs of the mob had secured poEsession of their anus, and 

were quite ready for assault or defense. 

Thi-ough the open lines formed by the position takeu by 

I the momljere of the Fii-st Regiment, a company was brought 

I from the rear and thrown along the open space to the west 

|.o£ Twenty-eighth Street. At this point General Grinton 

stepped to the front and personally implored the strikera to 

disperse, stating in the most earnest and solemn manner 

tliat they wore where they ^vere to perform an unpleasant 

' duty, but still a duty, and that if they were attacked blood- 

^^ed would certainty ensue. This was received with sullen 

r^Ience, and the crowd pressed closer down upon the drawn 

£)itics. The troops wei-e then oMei-ed to clear the grounds, 

VAnd they a<lvunccd with guns crossed, pushing the mob 

['before them. 

A determined set of men had met a desperate set of men. 

J For fully fivQ niinntes the soldiere slowly advanced, makuig 

P'bnt little pii^ress in their work. Tiie thonsiinds of riotcis 

'tebhid, with yeih and jeers, piiahed and jammed those in 

hiut domt upon fiio ti-oops, w\io stood WVe * -w^V ^ot « 
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time, never uttering a word in response to the diabolical 
threats of their opponents, but using all their force to keep 
the fiends at bay. Gradually they gaiiiud an advantage, 
and qnietly and like veterans forced the foi-ce befoi-e them. 
Along tliia fierce double wall for a few momonts not a 
word was uttered. SoIUiera who participated assert that it 

kwas a thousand times moi'e tiying than the niid^t of battle. 
Snt DOW a striker here and a rntlian there began to grasp 
the guns and lay liold of the ti-oops roughly. This was the 
signal for like action all along the mob's front. At thia 
the troops were compelled to gather back, bring their arms 
to a chai'ge, and use their bayonets, when a few of the 
riotera were wounded. In auotlier instant, over to the left 
from between the cars, a pistol-aliot was heard. This waa 
followed like a flash by tlie dischai^e of other pistol-aliots 
and showers of atones and pieces of co^ from tlie now 
infuriated mob. 

Ifo order for ike troopa tu fire upon t/ie mob waa yiuetu 
Bight and left the wounded soJdierH began to fall, and 
lonie ono p(K>r fellow, goaded beyond forbearance, discharged 
hia nitiskeL In a moment inoi-o the firing bocainu general. 
The mob as hotly replied with pistols, muskets taken from 
the Pittsburg regiments on the hill, aud every manner of 

I missile that conld be lifted or hurled. But tho Fhiladel- 
lihia troops knew how to shoot as well as to drill. The 
KFect of tlicir repeated volleya was terrible. The moli re- 
lated aghast, rallied, retreated, rallied again, and through 
|nid through their nuinliers the deadly bullets mowed 
wrinkled and crumpled swaths, until upon the hill and 
along the tracks the wild and frenzied riotera precipitately 
withdrew, carrying their dead and wounded, whose nnnibor 
God alone may know. But they left only tu vc\.ww \>i^lNii 
bittckiiesa of the night with fury aii4 ioTces mnvcaseAiVi 
bn'jiff with them areon and flaiue, 4o&Vvv\ti't\ow a.\\i Ww^ 
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until the city of Pittsburg aliould for a, time be like some 
doubly acoureed spot to iindergo the Bcoui'ge of tiiyriadB of 
from the regions infernal. 



CHAPTER XX. 



MEMOKAItLE SIKQE OF TUB ROCND-IIOUSE AT PrTTSBrRO. 

No Booucr had the attack on the Philiiile!|jhiatn)op9 been 
made, compelling tliem to fire with auch deadly effect iii>oii 
the riotei-B, than the metnbera of the two Pittsburg i-egi- 
incnts, the Fourteenth and Niueteeuth, immediately threw 
doivii their arms and refused lo serve further. They then 
freely mingled with the rioters, aiid by their revuhitioiiftry 
action certainly assieted greatly iu creating the gcueral 
desire for revenge upon the Quaker City militia. A few of 
the more patriotic, seeing tliat the dissolution of their cnm- 
mands was eomplete, hiistily snatched up sneb muskets us 
they could sccnre, and put tbem In ponseesiitn of Oencral 
Briiiton'a force. This praiseworthy conree nnduubiedly 
prevented much bloodshed; for bad the infiniated strikers 
been nhle to thoroughly arm themselves at tliat time, a 
pitched liattle, in whieh a large number of lives would luive 
been lost, could ii"t but have rosnitcd. 

[laving no available means of assault, and I leing considera- 
bly cowed by the soldierly qualities of tlie Philadelphia 
ti'OOps, the mob remained at a respectful distance after the 
first rapid retreat. Put some strange fascination drew them 
again close to the men wIki had so cffettimW^ wiaXXftvfti.'Cft^.w^ ■•, 
aud thoiiffh nothing inore serious e.A\iiQ tit \\ \\\w\ ^.■kw'^ 
t/on on A more e.vasi>emtiiig scale ot l\vo\r i^vovViws. *iN'^"^ 
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and iiiBiilU, lliej" grew in numbers bo rapidly, aud becam« 
a short a time eiicli a fierue assemblage, that at aboot 
in o'clock General Pearson ordered the brij^ade to retire 
within the yard which protected the luacliine-ehopa and 
Itound-hoiise grounds. 

It is thouglit by many who witnessed this enuonnter be* 
tweun the tniops and the riiitera, and by many wlio have 
Bmce given tlie matter thorough o< me i deration, that )iad tha 
troops been properly handled at this point in the trouble 
tlie terrors o£ the night aud ensuing day, as well as the 
great loss of proi>ertj', might have been prevented \ and that 
vigorous arui determined use of the troops in fullowiiig 
lip their signal victory would have put an end to the eritii 
disturbance. In any event, ihe mob liad aciiiiired a Ut< 
oiigh i-espect for the force of the bullet argument. 

A Hitle incident whiuh occnri-ed shortly before the militia 
retired will illnstmte the riotere' fear, althongh they werestUl 
insolent and threatening. In caivlessly handlir)g a musket,^ 
a soldier discharged it. Instantly the crowd broke ai 
fled in the wildest confusion, and, in their great haste to 
out of danger, tumbled the weaker ones about, and in «>iiia 
cases knocked down and trampled upon women and chil- 
I dren. In fact, this single unintentional shot created a reg- 
' ular panic; and it may bep(»sible that if these Philadelphia- 
[ Boldiors had liecii supported hs they should have been bj 
L' the demoralized Pittsburg militia, and had, with the artillei 
' at command, taken |)09session of some near eminenoe coiaj 

manding the Bccne of trouble, the effect of such advam 
> would have been to discourage Che strikers and mob frui 
I furtlicr disgmceful action. 

But the very best thing to be done doet not always pi 
[ sent itself at exactly tlie right time. Geneml Pearson, fi 
I his two daysi' experience with lUia Pitt^barg luob, felt that' 
Mt was still dsngeraus. He srvj l\at GcuerA 'a™* 
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commAtid had booii utterly dedertcd hy the PittBbiii^ regi- 
ments. His thoiiglit, then, waa that jiossibly l)y retinng 
within tho mauliiiic-shup yai-ds ho might not only offer a 
thorongJi proteution tu the company's jiropei-ty, but remove 
the troops to a apot where their being almost entirely hid 
from view would greatly lessen occasion for assault and 
retaliation. 

On the retreat of the soldiers from their position at 
Twenty-eighth Street, the only Pittshnrgore brave or gene- 
rons enough to cast their lot with the Philadelphia troops 
were Captain Mnrphy and a small command of dismounted 
cavalrymen, and Captain Bivsuk, in command of a section 
of the Hutchinson Dattery. After dragging oncgnn into the 
yartls, tho Captain and his men i-eturnetl for the other, but 
it was found in tiie possession of the mob; and it requiied 
tho use of a large reinforcement to effect its capture. 

At last the militia had alt retired into tho yards, and the 
gates were closed, SeJitrics were immediately stationed; 
the Gatling guns were charged and put in positiou ; Cap- 
tain Breck's gnus were loaded witli canister, and manned j 
and in a short time the place i)egau to take on quite the 
appearance of a garrison in a state of siege. lint it waa a 
garristm that certainly needed reviotualing, for tlic rioters 
had captnred the supplies under the very eyes of tho troops 
at abont six o'clock. 

A description of this place, suddenly transformod into a 
fortress for the protection of ti^oops against a howling uiob, 
will not ije out of place, and will serve to give some idea of 
the cliaracter of a. ptinioa of tho property suliscquoiitiy 
wantonly destr<iyod. 

Nearly all the extensive buildings were constructed of 
briclc Tlie repair-shops on Liberty Street were tKivtmwv 
Iiuiidi-ed feot Img, nitd one bnndrw\ awii aevewt^ WoX^sXi.*. 
T/je rou'iiJ-hoases were both two Uwutli-cA ivwA weiSBVi\.'i -ViNvt 
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feet in diameter, witli forty tracks in one and forty-foui 
tracks in the otiier, and contained one hundred and twenty 
live of the finest engines in use on any road in America. 
The ear-shopa consisted of a large main bnilding, Bixty-nine 
feet wide, with two wings, tlio whole being three Iiiindred 
feet lonj^. There were also a blacksniltire shop, eig^hty feet 
long and forty feet wide; a lumber-house, one hundred by 
fifty feet; tlic louoinotive repair-ehops, one hundred and 
eiglity by sixty-nine feet; and the blacksmith's shop, one 
Iinndrcd and ten feet long. Besides these buildings, theru 
wei-e niiniberless Bmaller ouee, used as sand-houees, oil- 
liouses, and lumber-sheds. Every one of these buildings 
wus tilled with eoetly material and the acciirniilatcd conven- 
iences of yeaj-s. 

iiut it enn be imagined that the place offered welcome 
eheher to its hunted ocoupants, tliough tliey were supper- 
less, and though, as it soemetl, the hand of every man was 
raised against them. 

Althijngh hundreds and even thousands of tlie mob 1*6- 
mained about the locality, hurling stones and elionting out 
vile imprecations at tho j)ent-up troops, their determined 
leadei'B hastened into the city and fired the spirits of all 
tlieir class with revenge. Every sahxm in the city coiitiiined 
a liowling mob, who di'ank and cursed and swore i-crenge. 
Even the dead bodies of those that had been killed at 
Twenty-eighth Street were shown to the exL-ited [topulace 
as the bodies of their comrades wantnuly butchered by the 
Phitudtilphia soldiery. In nmny well established instances 
titese wild orators, crazed with lic^uor and excitement, actu- 
ally gave vent to impassioned harangues over the dead, and 
vehemently called upon their I'cliitives, as well as the enr- 
rounding lawless ci-owjs, to assist in the extermination of 
the coiTaled strangers. Everybody caught the infection. 
Hyerj'bodj douoiiiiced and tbreatenei. "SVeisi w 
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thai these men, coiniug back into tlie city with tlieip violent 
nttciuiifiL's, really i:aiiBed the citi:$ens of Pitts!»urg to believe 
for llie time that iiiaiij' of their ]>eople — many of them inof- 
foiisivo woHifiii and little children — had been murdered in 
cold liUiod. 

Never before was there such a condition of blnnder,inef- 
ficien«v, and nuroasoning frenzy. One word in defense of 
the Phtladdphians would Iiavc cost the utterer, whoever 
he might have been or however high he might have stood 
in authority, hia life on that niglit There was no excep- 
tion ; and it is no wonder that riot and pillage shonld play 
camiviil thronghout the city when all its inhabitaiits, good 
and bad, were possessed of a common desii-e for the massa- 
cre of tlie besieged wildiei-s. 

It was a wild niglit in Pittsburg. Dnring the supper 
hour tJicre was a slight hill in the excitement, hnt after that 
time the mob had everytliing its own way. Not a !»and 
was raised nor a word spoken in opposition. These hun- 
dreds of rranips and onttiiwd that had come down upon llie , 
city, vulturc-iike scenting pillage and prey, now reaped a 
rich harvest, and in tlie genei-al fear and all absence of pro- 
tection, practised their robberies and ontragea with nttei 
impunity. Great crowds surged through the streets like 
ro&islleBs wavo», increasing as they passed frem point to 
)x>hit, senseless and frenzied like brutes, and blinded with 
a common fury. Back and forth, up and down, they went 
and came, Infusing all with tlio savage lawlessness, and 
carrying all classes l^fore thom. 

It is stated on good authority that, for the forly-oighl 
hours previous, every passenger train which came iiito the 
city breught from fifteen to tifty professional thieves. Cer 
taiidy hundreds from other cities wore here in herds, and 
the monipHt tiw fury ot IJio mol) \iai\ attovwe^ ftw ^■^'^?5^ *■ 
jiftc/t that ita iiiti nhers began a Bcav«\\ lav w:«\4 \» 
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against tlie soldiery there was euBiiiietit exciiee given for 
rolibory and pillage, Dttzens of storoa were entered on tliis 
pretext, and uverjtliiiijr desirable earned off. Tbe pawn- 
brokers were viaitfid early, and everylbiiig that Iiad not been 
reincived or Beui-etud was taken. The gun-stoi-os wore broken 
open and completely gutted. The mob, seemingly not satis- 
fied with i-obliery, took paiticnlar pains to utterly destroy d 
what conld not be removed. 

This disgraceful plnndering was contiiincd for honr^'9 
anlil tbe rioters, lilled witli 1 Lienor and made more daring! 
from their siiet^essfnl deiiauee of all law and fillth(l^it]^,T 
formed in line, and headed by a bi-a^ band and earryiu|tfl 
stolen tlags, went yelling and h(x>ting like madmen, as tltc; 
really were for the time, ont to wreak vengeance upon t 
ali-eady besieged soldiers. 

Back at the shops the situation had a gUwmy outloc 
Ilerc was a small body of men hemmed in on every sidi 
by ten times their number of desperate men. Seareely oim| 
within the place knew a street of the city. They we 
Btrangei-B. They were also completely isolated. No Iielpl 
which could be summoned wonld respond. All telegrams ' 
eent fj'om the spot to the ofliciala at the Union Dejiot aivtik- 
ened no answer. There was no ^wwor which could aid 

I them, for all powerand authority were trampled underfoot. I 
Never wore men in a more desperate strait, and never iB| 
tbe history of our country was there such need of braxt^ 
resolute ufhcials, ready to aboiiider the entire rc^ponsibiliU 
for prompt aetinn, daring to do whatever wks necessary WM 
be done, even if that action should endanger their liv( 
All through thismisenilile affair were needed men of brainf 
and personal bravery and honor; for this kind of mens 
the right time and in the right place are worth rcgimenll 
of men aftev disorder and turbwlcutc \\b.vb s.\\\\>ii vW 4 

pendaiicj: 
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It was 600n seen tliat to escape from tlio piaco would 
etitail great loss of life botti among tlie troops aud tlie mob ; 
and it was decided to hold the positiim until a convenient 
opportunity should present itself to permit a departure with- 
out collleion ; and it was hoped that this could he effected 
Bonie time during the niglit, when the rioters from sheer 
cxlmustion would doubtless retire from the attauk to their 
homes. 

For tlie time, liowevei-, the crowd without became more 
peivisteut aud reckless, and every window in auy of the 
buildings which had been lighted was completely riddled 
by stones and bullets. This became ahnoet uiiboarahle, and 
General Brinton endeavoi-ed to secure General Peareon's 
permission to use the Gatling guns against the mob; but 
this was refused. Aud, in justice to all concerned, it is my 
duty to state, what bas been fully demonstrated as true, that 
neitJier were these terrible eugiues of destrucLiou used at 
this time, during the attack of the mob at Twenty-eighth 
Birect, nor at auy other time and place during this day and 
night of peril. 

The necessity for ammunition aud provisions becoming 
more and more apparent, at about ten o'clock General 
Pearson voluuteei-od to go in person iu search of some 
source of assistauce, and, acconipauied by two of his staff 
officers, sallied forth from the shops iu full uniform. It 
would seem almost miraculous that the trio wore not dieuov- 
ci-ed and killed. They walked along boldly and openly 
between the long hues of freight cai*, where hundreds of 
the mob were approaching or retreating fn>m tlie scone of 
e.xcitcTnent, and where already Bcoi-es of thieves were initia- 
ting their work of plunder. Uiit no man said aught to them 
nor did any one appear to notice them. Not i«\tU ^VwsCi'wx- 
ent) had renohed tlie Union Depot, and f o\md N.d,\\\\a.\\V^««.- 
eiii! L.ucam his apaj-tiueu t, diil he m\dcvB^aA\*V 'Ctt« %xeaS 
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I danger through which he had passed. Genei-al Lntta tlw 
told him that every room in the hotel liad been searched b 
tho mob, who were determined ou lynching him if thej 
could find him, and thon insisted that he should depart from 
the hotel immediately. General Pearson did so, Icavinjf 
his two aids with tlie Adjutant-General, and telling hia 
where he could bo fonnd should he be wanted. 

8<> ended General I'earsou's connection with this deplori 
bio affair. Ue had the misfortune to be placed in a posS 
tion where ho was certain to fall between double censun 
Tho Philadelphia troops hsitfd hini tiecanse they felt tlul 
he favored the inub and shirked bis duty. Fittshnrg poo< 
pie can never forgive him for loading the troops agaim 
their rufitans. 

Between eleven and twelve o'clock tho motley army of 
rioters, with flags flying and drums beating, reinfurced HbA 
besiegers of the Philadelphia soldiery. To those within t' 
doomed buildings the sight was anything but reassuring 
They iveio already beael on every hand, and the light froia 
the burning cars which had been fired nearly an hour pw 
vious along the track, both above and below them, cast sutjj 
ft lurid glare on the attacking forces in the streets, in tin 
gorges, and u|>ou the hillsides that, in the Itglils and shadoiK 
their number seemed to be increased until not only every 
point from which assault could be made, but eveiy shadowj' 
lurking-place, appeared to hold iimnmerahle furies. 

The drunken riotci-s seemed beside themselves with rag*;/ 

and shouted themselves hoarse wirli thrcits and imprauft" 

tions. The chief fury seemed aimed at (Jciieral Pearsonj' 

k and from one far point to am ither within the circle of Bt>' 

f tack there would buret furlh the thrcateninij Bong to tM 

D of that immoilal melody of " Joim Rrowii : " 

We'H hnng Genernl PearBon ou a soiit-o.vv\» ^o« 
Aa wego maruliing on \ 




Again and again was tliis repeateU ia all ])ossibIe variety 
tliat tiiigbt indicate the liate of the rioters aitd give enipha- 
BIS to their detcrioiiiatioii to utterly exterminate their eoldier 
enemies. 

But the mob did not stop at singing. They began a 
regular fusilade from every available point, and though 
tliey kept up a rapid firing for sumo time, they were at a 
disadvantage. The troops were protected and were far tlio 
better tnarl^snien. Tliey did not wantonly fire ujion tlieir 
aasanltere, but they compelled i-eapcct for tlie "dead-line" 
which they established, nnd it was fatal for a rioter, however 
daring, to croea that. But no man was fired upon nntii 
after dne warning had been given. A stern voice wonld 
shont " Go away from there!" when, if the oi-der was not 
Jieeded, there would follow the ominous words, " One 1 " — 
"Two I" — "Three!" the sharp report of a gnn, and tlie 
ringing " Ping ! '' of a bullet. 

The attempt to dislodge the troops by musketry fire waa 
fruitless, nnd strategy of a more desperate nature was now 
resorted to. The riotei-a coidd not scare the ti-oops out, and 
tliey now proposed to bum them out I 

No time was lost in putting this diabolical plan into exe- 
cution. Suddenly a wild yell, tiiat could he heard fur miles, 
fell upon the eai-a of the dismayed soldiers, and in a few 
moments more, rushing down the track came a great c.Iond 
of lliLme and smoke. lint the hurning oil-car had gained 
Buth moMientum thatit 8we|)t by like some fearful fiery mon- 
ster. This seemed to rouse the rinlers l<t fiercer exertions, 
and with another unearthly yell, another burning car was 
shot out OH its mission of dealruction. Generals Brinlon and 
Laud had broken into the cellar underneath the Superin- 
tendent's building, and procured a heavy beam, which they 
caused to he thrown aci-oss the XxanV. T\\c ^'t*\.\>wt\';\w% 
car piwhcd this aside. Thcii, UcAiled \>^ Oc\\cvviX \a.u*i^i 
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letauliiiiciil uf soldiei's thiL-w open tlio gntes, and, in the 

x:c of a lidt iiiii6k<!trj'-fii'o, rolled Bovoi-al caj-wlieels iiimn 

ic tracks to pi-ovont the passage of the cai-s. The secuiid, 

ir WB8 ill this wa)' tbrowu fnmi thu trat-k. In rapid euo- 

lesioii the riutera iiuw sent biuiiiiigeara whirling down tUa 

trucks niilil a regular blockade uf raginy flames was fonu* 

ed. Fruin tliis the tire spi'cnd to the *' 6Hiid-lioiigu,'' a large 

building iiciir the I^mlld-hoU6c. 

It was a qiiL-Btion iiow of flglitiiig fire as well as the imtlfc 
Xnrgc tiiiinbcrB of the rioters liad enscunsod tlieiitaelves iq 
tlio upper rooms of ihe hooscs at the i»riier of Twenty- 
Bixlh Street, aiidaiii()ii<r tlic piles of luiiibcr in Ltiat vieinit^ 
and were piniriiig in a steady lire of bullets fitrni ever^ 
availahlu point. The flaniea were fast spreading. Soiim 
tiling innst bo done. In I'esponse to a call for volunteen 
to tight the ilames, a member of the Philadelpliia regimen^ 
ft tirenian, and Orderlv Wignior, atturhcd to General Briib 
ton's staff, stepped forwanl and fixed a hose to a hydrant, 
They then fought tlie flames no!>ly, altliongh exposed to thO' 
riotcre' musketry, until ihe conflagration had been nearly 
subdued in that quarter. But the work of destruction went 
on, and stxin the shops were on Are at the upper end, frota 
contact with the burning care, but burned slowly from beiug 
beld in dieek by the strenuous efforts of the soldiers. 

All these savage endeavors to dislo<igo the Philadclphiani 
proving unavailing, a still more desperate measure was r 
sorted to. A number of the mob were sent back into thfi 
eity to sack the arsenal of die Ilulehinson Buttery, on Do- 
<qucsiie Way, and two guns, with a large amount of ammn: 
jiition, were secured. Another delaehmeiit captured thret 
cannon in Allogheiiy City ; but the latter were abandoned 
«s the improvised force couUI not handle ihcni. One gni; 
csj'tured oti Uucjuesne Way was aWi aUandowed \ tso thi 
bat one was hit for use. Unt t\ua one vjas. iTc-^ m 
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convenient point on tlie hillside, loaded to the muzzle with 
Bpikea and car-links, and a desperate effort was made to use 
thia now and forTnidablc weapon against the ti-oops, who had 
lij this time — alioiit three o'clock in the moniiiig — been 
driven by the flames into the lower part of the shops and 
tlie Roniid-honse, 

Genenil Urinton now saw that the sitnation demanded ii 
nee of tlic most extreme uieans at command. It was a 
question of life or death to himself and his men ; and he, 
innnediately ordered a detat-hnient of eixty-live of liis ti-oopa 
to "pen fire npon these wild eannoneei's. As every soldier 
aimed to kill, the firet vulley brought down several of tli6 
rioters, who fell across the trail of the gun, npon the wheels, 
and in every direction npon the earth about the grim cannon. 
With a yell of baffled rage, the mob i-cti-eated slowly, carry- 
ing away a number of their dead and wounded. An onn- 
ijons silence followed, but, like some vcnomons reptiles out 
of ihe darkntias, soon there were seen creeping on their bel- 
lies along the ground towai-ds the gun several of these 
furies, who seemed determined at any cost to compass the 

itmction of the Honud-honsc and its inmates. But these 

irave fellows were treated to a like reception by fho mili- 

^tia, who wore now quite as desperate as their assailants. 

And yet another and a more reckless attempt was made, 

with a heroism worthy of a better cause — a heroism and 

■bravei-y whose like has rarely been seen. But the only re- 

\t of repeated attack was rejicated defeat, and tlte dead 

\m piled ubont the fi-owuing gun as a dreadful monn- 

mt to the valiant and heroic attempts of the rioters in an 
•ly murdemns eanse. 
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CHAPTER XSI. 



RBTJiEAT, I 



AT, AND SLALTOIITEE. 



Fiwri tlie hour of the slangliter around the cannon — which- J 
{ wns never diei^harged by that ni«b — until tlie day came toj 
I reveal the exl.eiit of the sickening incetidiarisni and deatriut- j 
Fliun already done, no inaH>ed incident occuri-ed to change thS'l 
taspcct of affaira at the beaieged Ronnd-hoUBe. Scatteriii^^ 
iTolJeya were kept np from attacking parties, who began to 
I realize that these men who were penned up like a herd of 
Jieep were cjnite as determined as theniselvea. Tlioir 
I uiovcnients were therefore conducted with {^i-eater eantioii.J 
ley began to sec that there was no special glory in firitl^^ 
lawuy for honrs with no I'csnlts, besides quite often losing 
e of their own number, who Fl-U from the more exporl- 
lienced aim of the fortified and well [irotei'tcd eoldiers, 

A mob is only snccessful iu a gmud rnsh. Its nicmhciS'J 
I only animated by a savage oxcitoniunt, and whiin that- j 
■.excitement posses away, or f'jr any reason tlie inob bccomus<^ 
^attol■cd, all its force and power ai-e gone. It is but the \ 
rowth of a moment. It ts disrupted quite as quickly. 
As soon as it was ascertaincil that no wild, savage thingj 
jould be done wliich would have the effect of dislmlgiiiip 
Ale soldiers, the crowd began to dwindle, and by [noMiiu] 
I becx>me comparatively i nstgntlkrHnt. In fact, the bt 
iegen had Income exhausted awl detctt.\c4,flA\4 \\»A 'i 

f to atiivoct otiwr diabolical Bi'\\ttu\c«, \\"l «v^'S *-'?^'''^'«®* 
' troops, bnt die I'eimsvUauxa RaWvoaA Co\vvv»»'3 % "^'^^ 
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clmrpod Willi all the mififortimcs their own fnoliEhneaa 
1 brought iif>oii tlicm, 
p'illiiii the Round -house tlie eeeiic waa a peculiar one, 
The lij^hts hud been put out, and, although fi-oin tlio out- 
eide the building looked silent, gloorn^', and untenanted, 
BRve where an oceasional iniiskct-flash shot from bouio dark 
window, the flames from the flaming care and burning &Uopg 
caused a ruddy glow to penetrate the entire interior, and 
gave I" the troops quite a picturesqnc asjicet. 
^§ Here were arlilieryraen leaning ii[X)n tlieir loaded gnus, 
^nuid, willioiit a woi-d and s<^rucly a motion, waiting in 
^^tireathte^s expectancy for some occurrenue whidi would for 
the firet time try their metal. There, were Beiitries et«adily 
pacing their tii'esoine beat^, soldierly and patient in evcry- 
tliitjg »tvc all oocflsional look of anxit)us inquiry as they 
met and separated. At another point were companiee in 
line at parade rest, ready at a moment's notice for conflict 
if it should come, tired and exhausted, but all wearing an 
air of apprehension. Over ut the windows, but caroEnlly 
availing themselves of the protection of the hngo walls, and 
never exposing themselves to needless danger, were details 
of men guarding all approaches so that no sudden assault 
(!onId be siicccssf nlly effected, and with watehf ul, wary eyes 
looking out for any movement which might indicate the 
in align rat ion of some new and still more daring plan of 
nttack. In another place a small hospital had been impro- 
vised, and two slightly wounded men — the only two soldiers 
that were hurt during the entire Itoiiiid-honse siege — were 
having their injuries attended to. Here and there littlo 
parties, off duty fur the time being, wei-emnnchiiigsempflof 
food lingering at the bottoms of their liavei-aaeks, and in aub- 
dned tones, almost as if in the presence of death, speaking with 
ffrare thonghtMt\en6 of the sad stenea ^^■\w■.V^. Wd wi »,t».irt, 
//>/^/f been presented in that vie"*"^^'^* ia\eU\ i-«awVi-^Q\«. 




Ikiutb BJnce they bad left their honiea and friends in Phila- 
delphia. Apart from their c-oiniiiands, and with lesj uerv- 
iiuiiiiess hilt more i-eal gravity and anxiety, wei-e gath- 
ered little knots of offiuers, who were looking very manfully, 
KB if they lield the situation lightly and easily, but really by 
their noticeable efforts showing truly the deepemtenesa of 
tlio Ijesieged command's w>ndition ; while in the Shop- 
Siii>erintendent's building the more important staff and ffeld 
officers were holding a final consultation. 

It became apparent about half-past six o'clock that the 
position could be held no longer. Ali'eady the flames had 
crept and crowded down along the buildings, destroying 
oneby one the splendid »lio|ffliu their progress, and had now 
reached m near a point that their proximity was rapidly 
becoming dangcniuB. Besides this grave danger another, 
still more grave and terrihlc, was inmiinent. As the morn- 
ing advanced the return of the persistent and fiendish be- 
siegers of the night, their forces largely increased by thoae 
who bad not participated in the night attack, could be at 
any time expected. 

Soon the word was quietly passed for the troo|)s to pre- 
pare for the evacuation of the now burning Konnd-bonse, 
And oftjcei-s of the different commands have since related 
that the eyes of these hunted men lighted np with new flre 
at this welcome intelligence, which promised something, 
however daugorous it might be, different from being trapped 
like so many rats, to jierish hy hunger and stray bullets on 
the one hand, or by the llamcs on the other. 

As before stated, the entire command wore strangers to 
Pittsburg anil vicinity, save CaptJiin Brock and his men, 
who were ordered to return to the Union DciHJt; and Gen- 
eral Brinton was obliged to avail himself of the tii;*,*. soiVft^.- 
teer who Boenwd to have a kuowleige ol iW sMti'tR* 
localities. This Iiappeiied lo be CaytaAtt ^vw^^vj ■,'*5« 
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\ justice to those men, it eIioiiM be said that aiiv oiio oE 
tliem would Iia^o eliown the same bravery if he had liad 
Uio same iiifi)rmalion. General Briiit-n's object now was 

s every other ineana of 6iiccor had failed. In rent-h the 

f Government Arsenal, where, he felt certain, eiieh nesistaned 
for self, if not other, proloction would be granted 03 wonld 
enable his men to eanape extermination at the liande of a 
people who were so erazed witli eenae'esa ra;{e and cxe-itc- 
iiieut that authority was train])led under ftml by nubridled 
license. 

By this time the troops were literallysurTOunded l)y fira.. 
The burning cara were piled thick on both cides of tlie' 
yards, the buildings iu ihe yards were all a mass of flamea,, 
Land the fire was alreaily blazing and erackliiig above their 
^ heads in the Rouud-bouse roof, occasionally sending down- 
among them rosy showers of sparks and cinders as a warn- 
ing that departure must bo immediate. An eiforttogst: 
Captain Brcck's two cannon out of the place piMved fniit-_ 
less, and they were aeooi-dingly spiked. Then the troop* 
endeavored to get the Gatling guns out under the hurniiif^ 
cars on Liberty Street, hut found this impossible ; and they 
. were taken back and removed tliraiigh tho Twenty-fourth 
T Street gate. 

Everything being in readiness, Ihe order for the advance 
I was given, and by columns of four, like veterans on drill^ 
|lhe retreat was begun. There never was a finer instanue 
r of soldierly bearing under disbcartening circumstances ; and.' 
it is said of these men, by many who saw them sally fortll' 
from the doomed building, I liat their appearance was sim-' 

tply enperb. There was not a laggard or a coward among 
them. 
In tlie exit some delay was necessary ; during the satne, 
there were formed some intereatii*^ and pi«tavest\«e sitn- 
U'otiA One la e^ipecially worthy o£ men\:\ou. TW Ywiw 
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ndplphia Firet Eofjiment was the last Ixidy nf importance 
to leave the biiniinij RoiimUhonse, though Nicholas Mej'cre, 
"No. 2," Olio of Captain Brci^k's giiiinere, was really the 
last man in the place, and he in a eort of daring l)ravado 
Imd run the giumllt't of the flames to proeiire a canteen 
di-npped liy one of ijie eoldiei-a in advance. 

Dnt the Pliiladeiphia Firet stood there, with the handsome 
atid gallant Culonel noiisuii at tlieii- head, a miwt lieantifiil 
picture to loi)k npim. There tliey stood at a parade rest, 
but with never a motion or a word. Colonel Benson, at 
their head, wirh arms fuldcd and one hand twii'ling his 
lingo ninstache, liHtked down alfing tlie lines with a face 
beaming with prido and gratific^ation at the nerve, disci- 
pline, and snperli bearing of his men. The flames raged 
above their heads, and tlic suldiera were conBtanlly Iieiiij^ 
struck by bnniing cinders, wliile the heat from abovQ, 
either side, and behind was l)ecoming more and more in- 
tense. It almost seemed that t!ie regiment's leader knino 
that it was an imnsnally trying spot for his men, and that 
he held them there, even longer than necessary, to try their 
nerve and grit. But they were as self-possessed and quiet 
aa at a dress parade or in a bali-rtwm. Finally tlie pas- 
Bago-way to and tlu'Oiigh the gates was clear, and the oi-der 
for moving came. 

" Battalion, shoulder arms 1 '* 

A series of nuifHed clickings, the gleaming of tlio mns- 
kets, the qnick flutter of the hands and arms; and then 
silence again. Colonel Benson's keen eye scainicd the 
whole line for n inonient, while every lean's fatre seemed to 
speak back a quick recognition to good leadei-sJiip wliilu pro- 
mising manful, soldierly obedience. Then came ihn order: 

"Forward 1 double quick, march I " 

Out like a Snsh thoy shot £r. .m tAve TtjowwWoKftii ww\'>Sl 
fcrmrs into tlie ffloAin of the movn'u^g anviW^A 
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[ TramiJ, ti-amp, tminijl aa rt-'giilar and trne a& tlie Bwiug 

I of & pcri<l Ilium, hikI tlic quick time "i tliis liutnan tiia- 

cliiiiery was kept up until it had nverlakeii and linked it- 

BelF to t)ic line of truopa Itko a blue ribbon stresiuing on,' 

' beyond. 

But a few blocks biv>ught them into Pennsvlvsniii Avcnns. 
Into litis street the column tnrned as prettily and as triw 
88 if tlie oOicers in liorntnuiid wei-e merely giving their men 
ft little airing between reveille and breakfast. On thegfi 
' went, anmotcsted, and like pliantum soldiery in some silenti 
city, for not a lialf hundred people were met, or woro v 
ible, during the first half-mile's mun;h. 

It was Sunday moniliig in Pittsburg. The hills were i» 
' grand, the rivers as bright, the gity as p<^pntons as eve?. 
To have Iieen with these tnmpa for this firet half-mile, o 
wmM have Imagined that the qnict wliluh (teemed to r 
H])on the town at every hand was the usual qnlot of t 
Babbalh. But it was a quiet and stIlUicss of more dcadlj 
meaning. 

Soon along the line of march soMiei-e noticed tliat vra^e 

dowa began to be raised. Late eleepere pushed their frowqp; 

heads out Into the open air, and cither looked on the ti 

ing lines of soldiery with a manner of half-awake and 

[ curious inquiry, or suddenly darted back into the house a 

I slammed down the bbsIi with a crash that betokened Bom^ 

I newly-formed determination. Little gi-oups of half-drease^ 

[ men and women — women with looks of hate in tbeir fi 

and men with the certain manner of having been snddcnlj^ 
[ HM-akened from a drunken stupor — began to gather at cor-, 
iiers, troop out of alleys and courts, or to rush down froia 
Bide streets, and then quickly separate to return to thoif 
L dens with some determined piirjiosc, or jemnin and help 
\ewe)} the i/tcreaaing niiinbei-s iliat hegaiv to fall into liiid 
mad follow the j-eti-ealittg soldlera. 




Tlie crowd iucreased and increased. The satne faces 
that had glfii-ed and spat iijion the soldiers at Twenty-eighth 
Street ; the same voices which, the evening before, had been 
heai'd frying for revenge over tlio dead bodies of tlie rioters ; 
tlie sauie grim forms and faces that nearly everywhere ap- 
^leared around the Koiind-hoiiBe for nearly all that long 
night, and who crept like serpents ont of the darkness in 
their despei-ate attempts to fire the cannon, conld be seen 
and heai'd. The same tlneves and thngs, loafei-a and gar- 
roterSj tramps and eoinmunista — not all of them, but very 
many of tbem — were there, and began to gain upon the 
soldiers, as well as swiftly increa^ in nnmbers ; while the 
dame oaths, and threats, and jeei-s began to be heard. It 
was the same fiendish crowd, and they had eomc together 
like a swift breath of i)estilen(«) to do over and over again 
their same fiendish work. 

Snddenly a little pnff of smoke shot out from a second- 
story windi>w, followed by a ringing report and a quick 
cry froin a soldier who bad been struck, bnt uot danger- 
ously wonuded. 

Back aloiig the column came the ofBcei-s, exhorting the 
men to be patient and uot return the fire. 

The epoefl of the ti-oops increased. The energy of the 
mob redoubled. The pistol-shot from the window seemed 
almost a signal, for instantly afterwards, from along the 
crowd's front, several more shots were fli-ed, and but a few 
minutes muro had elapsed, until from behind every lamp- 
post, over every hydrant-head, and from out every door and 
window, shot tlie flame, shot the smoke, the fiame and the 
bullets. 

Soldiers fell; and Qow their comrades returned! the fire, 
while, as in every other instanuc, tiie disorganized, howling 
mob ret^eived far the W[>r6t \mn\6V\mc\A. ^w«ft sA. "iw* 
wuiiuiled BtMivn B'ouIiI escape wiU^ l\\ti\T\\vcs.Vv\vi.>v\>^'^ 
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HideviceK, nii<1 at (he pei-Foiial riek, of Iiumatic {>«<iplv ftlong 

B^the ttroot who gavu them help and BhwUer, Others, r 

») fortiinftlc, were heartlessly inurderod when tou Irelpltsa 

for defense. 

On and on the soldiei's fled, for now the street luid he- 
me a detilo <if deatiL Soon a stroet-c&r was overtaken, 
} horeeu iiiihitohBd, aud dozens of sttMng nion gathered 
Ibehind and piiehcd it on up the track, while armed mein- 
Ibera of the mob, ai:co[n[iaiiiod hy aimed policemen, entered 
Ithe car and liit-d np^ti the troops throiiji^h llie nrindowo, 
■ Itfaiiy hand-to-hand coiifli<:ts took place, in which the 
f troojis, aa a rule, were beaten back in greater precipitancy 
Lapon the colnmn, adding frcsli impetus of fliwhl to th» 
Ijl^nic-etrickcn soldiers and frash vigor and fiii-y to ths 
(siob. 

In this way the ront went on — tlie crowd heliind receive 
jng additions at every crosB-Htreel, court, and alley, the sol^ 
diere harder pressed and in a more desperate, pitiable ooii<; 
dition. 

At last the At-senal came in view. 

What a cheer went np from these hnnted men aa tin 
bright folds of tliat grand American flag were seen opening 
and closing wilh the lazy nmrning breeze. 

On they sped, now more Iiopcfnlly, for hei-e wonW ht 

found protection, or at least op[»ortnnity beneath that &af 

I for self -protect ion, hnt the mnrderons mob pushed t 

I upon the soldiers raoi-e a<irely and sa\Hgely. 

Beaching the Arsenal, General Brinton luilted his faints 

Eng, half-star veil troops, and begged of Mtijiir tinlHngtOR| 

mdant, for their admission, piotcclion, and fort 



Bnt the red tajje that seems to be wound tightly arotind 
l,the throats of all goveniments. republican as well as inoa- 
tjiigs/, abat the strong gates iu the taw* ot xhpaa wftv*.- 
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Imd been sent into ilaiiger by tlio highest aiitUoritj o£ the 

)Utc and had i^iiiipty dune their duty. 
The conliiiiMMj retreat from this, tlie mc«t disgraceful wE 

ibcnt« diiring the Filtsbiir^ Hut, was simply one grand rush 
ifor some place of safety. 

Each soldier ran on hU own aciwunt, but they all kept s 

t eneral dii-octioii, the mob, having spent its fury, falling 
Jtaok, and in time retnrning to the city witit slionta of vio- 
kory, not forgetting to cheer the generous and g;a11ant 
United States troops at tho Ai-sonal for their bravo rebaff 
ifof the hunted and dismayed militia. 

The latter made no halt until tlie shady grounds at ('lare- 
inont — nearly twelve miles away — were reached, when the 

Philadelphians sunk upon tlio gi-oiuid, nearly famished, and 
Utterly exhausted, where they slept the rest of the day and 
Bway into the nlglit. 



CHAPTKR XXII. 

ElOT AND PILL.MJH AT rnTSBURG. 

I HARDLY believe that the vast dcstruution which followed 
the bloodshed at Pittsburg was due to a preconcerted plan 
by any number of the i-iotcrs. Nor do I believe that many 
of the trainmen were in any way connected with tliis incon 
diaricm. My own investigations have convinced mo of this. 

»A]1 tile vicious elements conceivable were gathered in Pitts- 
burg, and all that was wanted by these hundreds of outlaws 
■nd villains was the occasion for pillage. The uccoauni 
liame hi tho persistency of the stvikcrs, the mftliguity of 
Pittsburg citizens towartls the rciiusy\\a.iua ^vvAvi^aA <i'j\'ft. 
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p»ii}', the wcakiiGHS of the nfRcials of tlio law, the (liBlo^'&Uy 
of tbe Pittabiirf^ iniUtia, ami, Hnally, the unfortunate manner 
in which the Philadeli^hift suldiera wero handlod. 

Tlie c«ra were firet fired, not for the purpose of plunder, 
but simply for tho puqwse of buruiug out the troops. The 
handrndH of thieves, coinniuniata, and tramps, too cowardly 
to figlit, but just shrewd oiioitgh to be on hand for prey, 
•wei-e ready to take advaiita^ of any opportunity, and were 
soon among the mob, urging its inembei's to greater exuessos. 
This pillaging really began when tlio gnii-storea were broken 
into, and the cars were fired, Saturday evening. 

The thieving elements used their opfxti'tuuitiea to excel- 
lent advantage when tbo mob was surging througii the buai- 
Tiees part of the city, but a3 soon as the crowd rushed out 
■to the night attack upon the militia the excitement wa» 
transferred, and the tliieves were obliged to fi>llow in tlio 
irako of the rioters. Wbeii the latter began tho work of 
destrnetion in the vicinity of the Roundhouse a still better 
■and more pi'ofital)le field of oi>emtiona was offered. 

Here wore several lines of fi-cigbt-cars extending for 
miles in either direction. Nearly cvary car was laden with 
freight. These cars eoiitained giMxls of every conceivable 
description, and many classes were very valuable. The 
desperate and drunken crew that sent thoae ilaining cara 

isbing down ugainst the doomed machine-shops, witli only 
one fiendish pm-poae of i-oasting out their enemies like 
many rats, had no thought, at least not at that time, of 
'demeaning their desperate vahtr by dcepicablc tliieving; 
kut no sooner had the destruction of i-ailroad pivjporty 
t>egun tlian not only professional thieves, but tliat large 
■elass which remain honest only thraugh fear that their dis- 
'lionesty may be e.\poeed and ])unisliod, gave wulivvlWA. 
licpMse to themselves, and vied wvrti move \i^i:^<jvi^ -^'^^i^^ 
u tbeir efforts to seturo plunduv. 



[HOT AND I'lLLAGE AT PlTTSBUUiJ. 

r the night the pillaging wnB miitiu ued, bnl wirb 
miet:aiitioti,iisi]ithe vicinity of the R'jmKl-hoii3e,althoiigb 
iiidant opi>ortunity was presented, the atCcr I'cukleBencN 
filh which bullets flew ahoiit made such work very danger- 
But from" the time tlic besiefjers of the K<^innd-honse 
are driven away fixnn the i-aiinon with biicIi slanghter that 
the attack woa real])' from that time abandmied, the rubbery 
of private dwellings in the ciry, and the plundering of- 
fit-'ight-cars by pi'ofcssional thievea was cairiud oil quietly, 
|_bul with gi-eat uuergy. 

^V'iioii tliG mob i-eturned from ite victorious expulsitiB 

l|nini Pictaburg of the panic-stricken militia, the wi»rk of 

§3efitiuctioii and pillage was set on foot in earnest, ThiS' 

ion of outlawry had no shadow of excuse. The aceiiee of 

['the pi-evtous ni};ht might possibly bo sli^litiy paliJatud when 

Ltiie terrible punishment given the rioters by the troops it, 

Klaken into consideration ; but the ai-aon, pillage-, and debauuh 

f Sunday, July 22d, was heartlessly wanton and cruel. 

By nine o'clock it soomod that the entire population ut 

! city had turned out to participate in the wild orgies. 

The work of firing care, which had never been entirely di» 

coulinued from the inuineut it was begun, was rosuniod 

witli greater vigor than ever. Those bent on destruction 

mci-ely were entirely in accord with those who sought pluii 

^4ler. Reputable citizens of the eity had no word of rcprotn 

or the outrages, and, in many instances, heartily joined in: 

iidenunciationa of the Pennsylvania Bail road Ckmipany, gav« 

ixpi'cesious to regret that the slaughter of tiie Philadelphia 

Mips bad not been complete, and by word, ma uier, audi 

tut gave countenance and favor to tbo haifcrazed mob, 

md, consequently, its almor^t mie(|ualed diabolical prouoed- 

bigs. Every sti-oet seemed filled with all inauner of peopio 

tirho had utterly lost tlicir Reuses, or coiiscieuce, in the greabi 

■ tif iiTcldiwI tnrlinlcuco wXiWt awc^'t 'S^fcv 'Oa* 
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Law ofEuera were ignored. The police were despised. I 

If occasianallj' a man of consideration and tliought for the I 

future was met with, hia exhortations were utterly unheed I 

ed, nv he was instantly set upon by rniKans and compelled I 

in subside, generally with some mark of brute force upon | 

him fur his pains. If Pittsbnrg had any government diir- I 

ing these thirty-six hours of bloodshed and villainy, it was I 

as dead to all ap)ieala uf outraged decency, all local pride I 

or honor, and all consideration of f utnre disgrace and rcspon- I 

sibility, as though it never had had an exiBtcnce. | 

Bnring the entire forenoon the incendiarism wont on I 

witliont interruption, and at the entire pleasui-e of the mob. I 

At least thirty thousand people were crowded along Liberty 1 

Street, and upon the hillsides, watching the disgraceful I 

proL-eodiiigs with the utmost indifference or complacency. I 

Althongli at fii-st the rougher elements controlled this work, I 

but a short time had elapsed before the cupidity of otiiera I 

was s<^> aroused that it required uo urging for them to join 1 

in the thievery, and soon nearly all classes of citizens were I 

engaged in securing and carrying away every article of I 

value that could be laid hold of, even if they did not com- J 

mit any overt acts of iucendiarism and destruction. I 

In fact, the worst feature of the Pittsburg riots was not I 

in the insane fury of the mobs — for it is true u£ all riots that 1 

they increase in violence in proportion to the opportunities I 

for license and lawlessness — nor was the most shameful I 

part of the matter in the want of judgment shown by the I 

troops and their leaders. It is the miserable failure of the I 

authorities to make, for a period of twenty-four liours, the 1 

slightest effort against the mob, and the utter carelessness of I 

thousands of citizens who stood by and looked on all this I 
wanton destruction in open-mouthed listlessness, ot dvvwvf 
right sympatli)' witii it, rather glofyUvg iWw o'i\\c'£'M\'*t 'vo. 
Cliti slaughter of both tmiocentandgaiky,8.\«bu\w\K\-j vaifjK^- 
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less of the tit>f;i'adKtion of their city, and tb roiij»liOiit exer 
cieiiig 811 complete an imlifforence to tlio terrible gcen?e 
■which were enacted, that it is liai-d to realize how emii 
action is consistt^nt with even the least degree of {)et»>n»l 
pride or good citizenship. 

To the credit of the Pittsbnrg fire department it must 
be said that all (lii-ongh this tmnhle ita niejn1>ers were 
prompt to respond to calts njjon them. If the pujice lanx, 
headed by a mayor of detcrnimnliim, nerve, aiul personal 
bravery, had sustained these men, an incalcniable amonnt 
of propeity wonld have been saved. But at every p<iiiit 
where tlicy endeavored to be of service tlic mob beat them 
away with threats and violence. In many instances ccxiked 
revolvers were presented at their hemU, and lliey were com- 
pelled to disciinliune all efforts to stay the eonQa^vration 
nnder pain of instant death. The Hotel's uoolly informed 
the fii-etnon that they would be allowed to save all private 
property, bnt that they had determined to destitiy all prop- 
erty of the Pennsylvania Railroad Cinnpany, and shunld 
persevere in this determination nntil not one vestige re- 
mained. In several localities where the tiremen made 
Btrennons efforts to snbdno the flames they wei-e beaten 
back by the rioters, and tiion were provided with a dotail 

^_ from the mob, whose dniies were to see that no fnrther aid. 

Hb came to tlie railroad company fixim tliis direction. 

^H in this way the entire foienoon was pas'Sed with noal 

^^ ment to tlio fury and savageness of the destrfiyei-s, 

long lines of cars extending cast fnini the ali-eady destroy* 
shops were opened, robliod, and hnrned at the leisure of 

I mob, which now comprised nearly every man, woman, 
child in that rather sqitalid section of the city; whi 
fnrther west, al>ove llie smoking ruins of the shop, hundi 
a«d even thousands were engaged in a\>ylyiitg the toii 
TiWng tho eai-8, or scrambluig \>w.\i ■.L^^•^ 't'>v^\^ ^v,v \>-v».-5 
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It is not exn^ge ration to sa^' that Ittitidrede, who ne^'er fl 

befui-o ill all their lives had appmpriateJ a pin's worth of H 

l)r(>perty not their own, were now turned thieves. It ia a H 

fact which transpired in subsequent ncues.'Mir; invcstigationa H 

pursued hy uiu thmugh my operatives, that niauy fainilios- H 

who would in ordinary ci run instances scorn the thought of H 

such acts, were engaged to the last member \a this nefariona H 

work. H 

" Why, it will burn if we don't take it ! " they would H 

reason, and after this easy mctliod of satisfying their eon- H 

Bciences, all their energies would be bent on phindcr. H 

Enongli instances of the ferocionsiiess, as well as tlie H 

absurdity and ridiculoUBnesH of these half-inad people could H 

he related to fill a book. G-ixicd, avarice, Hotidishiiess, were H 

all displayed. H 

Tlie worst passions tliat can give hmnans tiio action and ■ 

expression of demons seemed to possess all. I 

During the terrible es]Mjrience8 of the overwhelming ca- fl 

laniity which overlook Chicago, nothing oconrred which could H 

approach tlie horrible display of the vilest of human passions H 

as shown at Fittshurg. At Chicago there vras an appalling H 

sublimity in the very vastnessof the disaster. At Pittsburg ■ 

there were lurid tliimes and mad destruction, and half the H 

popnlacQ turned brutish criminals. At Chicago there were H 

a himdrod thousand 11a me -scourged people madly escaping H 

with tlieir bare lives from an all-consuming conflagration, H 

of \^hoBe cause they were utterly innocent. At Pittsburg, ■ 

thousands upon thousands goaded on the fianies, and, quite H 

as remorseless in their greed for plunder, became for the H 

time being like demons. H 

Save where a few innocent persons were killed at the dif- H 

feront attacks u[)ou the troojis, there was no \iathGtiu e.vda ^| 
to ibis PitlsJjiiig- business; and w\ibt\ \w.\4 VV& 'wJtviiiAisA-A* 
o/a populous city turn pluilderera, \»i«auao \,\\c'3 iii.vKi'^ ^'i'^ 
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have Bome dim sort of grievance against a railway u 
there ia quite as little opportunity for romance. 

But thore was mucli tiiat was grotesque beyond de 
tioQ ; luauh that liiul a grim and horrlLile sort of hum 
it ; and much that illustrates iho utter absurdity of h 
nature when it has been transformed, in aonie ewif 
reckless way, hito most inhuman nature. 

From one end of the miles of cars to the other, 
scenes of robbery and arson went on. Many who wei 
profcBBional thieves were found uble to open eais qui 
expertly. All manner of artisans from the great fac 
and mills were foremost in this work, and great bars ol 
or sledge- ham mors that an ordinary man amid not ' 
were brought into requisition, aud the car-doors en 
from their fastenings as readily as if they had been 
of paper. Often, wlioii ttiese implements were not at ! 
a huge piece of timber, or eveu a car-rail taken fron 
track with the dexterity which showed the planderers 
extremely familiar with railway construction, or de. 
tion, were brought into requisition, and witli a " Heave 
was sent crasliing against a car-door, and in a moment 
a dozen men would he inside, breaking open packages 
throwing their contents out into the waiting throngs, 
fought over them like hungry animals over bits of 
and ihen bore them away. 

The faces of these tramps who had stepped ont so hi 
fi-om anywliere and everywhere, and liad come down 
Pittsburg like vultures scenting prey, were easily rect 
able here, and they now wore a very joyons, happy e> 
sion, for those vagabonds were in their clement. In 
places they could be seen carefully looking over goo 
secure the elioicest aud most valuable, and then, after 
pleased them most had been found, making up snug 
baadloa for tiie better enjoyment oi iVe wuTvmev wvi ■w 
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experiences among the highways and byways. They never 
did anything witli undue haste, for tramps never hurry. 
Some were seen ia cars, c(K>lly divesting themselvea of the 
tattered garments which tbey had slept in under hedge and 
in barns and stauks for the wiiolo summer, and leisurely 
arraying themselves with complete outSts, so that wlion 
they emet^ed from cover, the tramps in them liad almost 
entirely disappeared, and they were transformed into real 
Gypsy geiitlumcn. 

Professional thiuves fi-om a distance, and professional 
Pittsburg thieves, kept steadily at the work of spoliation 
as coolly and quietly as an honest man would pui-sue hia 
accustomed daily labor ; peeHng into boxes here, searching 
through packages thoi'e; but almost ignorijig the more 
bulky and less valuable articles, and g')ing straight into 
the things which would pay best to handle, with that keeH, 
natural, and acquired iutelligonC habit, that would almost 
give one ignorant of their character the impression that 
they were some skilled railroad employees who had been 
given orders to save for the company what was must desira- 
ble to be saved. 

But the great mass of the rioters, and respectable people 
suddenly turned frantic with greed and the common excite- 
ment, went at the work in a fierce and bungling manner. 
It was a mad scramble for everything and anything which 
could be carried away. As usual in such cases, the least 
valuable was lost and the moat useless secured. The scenes 
which occurred amongst tliis class of plnndereis beggar 
description. 

At one point near whei-e a good deal of killing had 
been done the previous day, and where a building at the 
corner of the sti^ets not only was eomplelely riddlwi 'sWa. 
bnllcte, but hore evidence of the eanmal oSuvXa \tt \id\.\^^ t^ 
KUgion by the Youiig Men's CUri6lVftv\ Xsauwa'Ovjw V\ ■&> 
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■flba])o of a, })(j6tor n[Kin wliidi wag plac-ai'dcd the staj 
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was noticeO a characteristic eight. 

AcroflB the street stood long lines of freight-carB, i 

already pillaged uiid hiiriiiiig, and Mthcrs being robbod Iqr 

K the mob, and still othore being broken opoti hy slodge-hAi' ' 

H'Hieii! and any other means that came to hand. Uetwa 

Htiiese and the shops opposite was a dense cnt^h of wagoiu 

Kloaded down witli spoils, their drivers cursing and 

B'horsoB phinging al>oiit madly; hucksters' cHi'ts, filled wiA 

■ every iinugitiable kind of goods; and every describabllB 

BSiind of a vehicle, even to buggies and carriages, all packed 

^Lvith stolen goods, and everytiody crazy with the uoinmon 

Hiniciteinent, some pneliiitg one way, some cmwding auothM 

Bway; and all kiiockuig down and trampling nnder foot any 

Vvcaker one who might obstruct iham. On the corner, and 

Bim mediately )>eneath the solemn warning about preparing 

^rao meet onu*s Ood, had been rolled two barrelii of whisky 

■that had beon removed from tlic bnrning cai-s. 

B Aronnd these were crowded all manner of men, wotneiit! 

and children ; one man was lying drunk across a barrd,^ 

while othoi-s were catching the liqnor which spurted front 

the buughole either in bottles or in their hands, while haga 

of women with ribald oaths and drunken leers wiped their 

mouths witli apparent relish after draughts of the fiery 

liquid, and shouted to others near them or far away in 

drmiken, noisy hilarity. Not four feet away stood another 

barrel of whisky with the head burst in, frtim which t 

rioters aoooped up the liquor in l\w\t \\ats,m c\\\r,im \a Kxf 

vv^el whichcuM Ug captured {v«m au^ «w\«wi,-«\tt\e,\«( 
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above it tliei-a %tood. a niffian on a hydrnnt-liead 
arm about a lamp-pnst whooping and hallooing nndor 
broken lamp in a liiiid of Satanic; gk'C. One poor 
who had lost his hat, and could not procure a cnp or 
ftrtitile with wliich to p^ct a drink, endeavored to reach d< 
into tlie barrel with his head and drink the temptinjf 
whic^Uy as frotn a spring, when one of the inoh, in a kind' 
of dt;s[>erate spirit of deviltry, canght hiin up bodily and 
dashed him head foremost mU* the fiery BtnQ, which sphished 
right and left in all directions. The party snffering thia 
kind of spiritnal baptism for once in his life got enoiij^b 
liqnor and laid senseless in the gntter next to the enrbiii^' 
nearly all day. All abont this spot, where people could got 
their till of whisky for the asking or the taking, meet' 
wretched scenes of violence and rnflianism took place; 
Tearing along the street wunld come a knot of fellowH' 
hitting and striking everybody that opposed them. Another 
squad of the same sort from another direction wonld meet 
them, and then the progress of either party depended on 
the time it required to defeat tlie other. Men driving 
wagotM loaded with plnnder wonld lie knocked off of their 
loads, when some daringfetlow would take jKissession, drive 
the load of stnff to his own premises, or sell it at anction to 
respectable people for anything from five dollars to twenty. 

Irish and Americana, negi-oes and Jews — all chisses, and 
all natioiialiticB — commingled, and were equally guilty and 
equally feracious. 

It was a common sight to see a knot of women fightinff 
like furies over the slightest thing of value. One loaded! 
down with muslins, shoes, hoop-skirls, everything that she 
could grab and hold, would meet another retnrning for 
more plunder, when the latter, pnibably thinking that it] 
wotiWpay better to take part of llm vio'mii.w'* load tlian to 

rfe time in procuring a auppVv itom &e ««»,, ^'.^^^^\w 
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etaiitly assanlt lior for tliat pnrpose. A regular hand-to- 
liand fight would then occur, which usually would result in 
drawing several* byetanders into tlia nieliie, wlien a third 
jiarty, watching a good opportunity, would make way with 
the easily gained booty. There seemod no esception to 
this wild desire to plunder and destroy, and the least possi- 
ble look, word, or act predpitated a brawl ; while in hun- 
dreds of iustances, where after hours of herculean labor Iiad 
been expended in securing and hiding the goods, those too 
timid to participate in the wild scenes along the track, but 
who had their cupidity aroused by the general thiev- 
ery, would watch the stowing away of articles until a fine 
stoi-e had been secured, when they would steal them and 
secrete them, and others would in tnru appi-opriate thcin. 
There arc authenticated instances where goods pillaged 
from the raili-oad companyln this way changed hands from 
tlirce to sevea tiniee. 

\ 

^K Thgsk incidents seouied also to ilhistrate every form of 
^Kkiman iiicouEistoncy. 

^H To notice bow wildly desperate these people were, with- 
^|oat any imaginable occasion for it, was laughable in the 
^^ extreme. There was no opposition to the plunder by the 
authorities. Any pei'son could take whatever best suited 
him or Iier. And yet every soul seemed wild with a desire 
to secure alt, and more, than they could carc^ a.'sa-'i, «^ 
secrete, after they had secured \t. A.^vn., \^« tqe&\. ■«»*« 
fooUslweaa was shown in selection oi pVvoiAeT. 
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A fihoemalcer in Virgin Alley ex))ended all hU j 
money in having hauled to his little eliop load after loi 
rolliiigiJiiis. Every nook and cnniny was filled with 
artielce nscful to honBewives, bat ao aselces to ehoom^ 
and days after, when stolen g(x>ds were being hnntq 
this valiant knight of St, Ci-i&phi was fonnd pegging 
for dear hfe, with an innocent look on his faue, and ei 
on a bi-and-new bench conetriiuted out of a commodionf 
goods box solidly packed with i-olling-pina. What pn: 
tliis indnBtrions Bhocmaker could ever have with a 
thousand rolling-pius would require mure than a dete 
to discover. 

A persistent Irish woman distinguished herself am 
honor to the physical prowess of her sex, which al 
aeserts Itself strongly on great occasions, in the folio 
manner. She was laboiing along under a load of pin 
when she was set u|x>n by a gang of rowdies, wlio o 
pure mischief deprived her of her treasure and flunj 
different articles in every direction. They were a 
course, instantly appi-opriated by others. Hut a siriii 
shoes which the old lady had evidently set her heart i 
retaining had been tossed high in Ihe air by one of hei 
nientore, and in falling had caught uiwn the wires witl 
foot or two of a telegraph pole. This niberuian h 
disappointment and rage knew no bounds ; but after n 
ing herself of a string of epithets which would have \ 
fisliwoman toshanie, she sprang forward, climbed the 
graph pole with the dexterity of a monkey, sccurec 
shoes, slid down the pole as carelessly as a sailor, and 
her trophy victoriously away amid the laughter and yel 
tlic mob. 

One honest citizen, not bo spiritually as spirituonsh 
dined, by dint of splendid industry secui-ed three barre 
wimkj- Slid wiled tiicm all t^ lu& \\omc,«vcT \,-nu 




from the place where they were tnkeu. The entire SiimJaj 
was thus consumed ; bnt the most important feature of .the 
enterprise was, how to hide the treasure. After various 
expedients had been tinBiiccessfiiUy tried, tiie well waa 
thiMight of, and one whole harrel waa lowered inloit. Jiiit 
it was fonnd (Imt this was impracticable, when tlie entiio 
family hunted np a carload of ciiiekory, and sixty jiiga were 
filled with whisky and lowered into the well. What liqnur 
conld not thus he disposed of was used to enliven tiie hearts 
of neighbors; the barrel-staves were bnrned; bnt some tell- 
tale hoops I'cmaiiied, which led to the recovery of this, under 
the ciicnmstances, moet vahiahle well. 

Fonr negroes, who, if they had rightly directed their en- 
ergi<», might have stowed away enongli of the necewsitiea 
of life lo have permitted thorn to quietly toast their hceU at 
Bomo sable washerwoman's fireside all winter, found what 
they felt certain was a great prize. It was nicely lioxcd, 
■was heavy, and a hasty invMtigation showed them that there 
waa considerable gilt and glitter about It. That waa enough 
forthe darkies. They worked like henres thi-ongh ihe burn- 
ing ears ; struggling along across the tracks with great beads 
of perepiration streaming fix»m their sooty faces. Throngh 
the uproar, losing and recapturing their heavy load u dozen 
times, they crossed the tracks and valiantly hegaii the ascent 
of the hill. This herculean feat was finally acecmiplished, 
and the prize shoved, rolled, and carried to the cabin of one 
of the party. On opening the Ijox those four negroes 
were plimged in despair. 

Tlicy had stolon a small ehnrch organ, and bad forgot to 
bring along a church I 

One burly female, who had been an honest sewing-woman 
all her life perhaps U)> to this time, became crazed with the 
common fever for plundering, b.ik\ «itiVu\2, \\\Ti.i\vi^\ wc^i 
tiiroiigh the diSeveiit jttmsot carewU\iib.-wei*i\i»i^»¥,\^'*^fi^ 




Slie finally pounced upon the things she Bonj^bt 
tiiia much was doiio there was an exhibition of Bti-en^ 
Hforthy of record. At one effort ehe shouldered wh^ 
Beeitied to I « ft very heavy eewitig-in&chinc, and &ta^^r«d| 
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through the throngs, anetaiiuiig hU manner of buffeting 
ill-iisago, until she had readied lier rooms on Penn Aveni 
where ehe stored lior treAsure away witli the manner of bav- 
in^ gained the object of her life. Back and forth ehe caino 
and went, and every time she came it was with this weight 
acroee her neck and slumMers. Thns she struggled and 
Worked, with abnciet a savage ferocity and stiperbnm 
Btrenjjth, tlifongb tlie entire day, only to find when the nert 
morning came and the excitement bad gone ehe had aecared 
half a dozen typc-writora. 

Tliia wild, half-urazcd and impetuoae rushing for the 
thing most desired, bnt always securing something, in itself: 
Tahinlile, bnt utterly worthless to the one capturing it, was 
one of the most marked features of the terrible day. Here 
B person who had never been further into the <!o«ntry from 
Fittsbui^ than the hills stin'onuding the city, woold be 
Been ex<.'itedly dragging a plow tbnmgh the streets, as 
thongh he were the last man, would be obliged to till the 
Boil until the day of judgment, and this was the last plow. 
There the keeper of a boarding-house, wlio in all eonsia- 
tenoy if he were bound to steal, would probably wish eomo- 
thing in tlie grocery line, would be seen in a crazy kind of 
gleo disappuaning witli a chum, a baby-carriage, or a stack 
of whips. 

A peddler would secure hoes, brooms, or furniture ; while 
■E email dealer in the green-gnwer line would capture bard- 
ware. The shoemaker would scramble for stationery; the 
atatianer would quite as likely lay in a stock of boots and 
flhoes solely designed for the Texae cow-boy trade. Huck* 
8, who never had an ambition a!bij'jB'ia,\i\ift%e«ai >;«««», 
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were seen with loads of silks, laces, and velvets; milkmen, 
wliose minds ran in the direetioii of distillery sIopK and 
river water, had h>ads of tobacco and groceries. Men lu 
bnggies were seen liasteiting awav with their vehicles cov- 
ej-ed with dress goods, rolls of cloth, and every conceivable 
article whieh could be secured, tied to the seats and hnng 
to the axles, like an artillery caisson during a forced march. 
Women, with a babe on one arm and a chum on the other; 
otiiera with the skirts of their di-csscs gathered np about 
them, and filled with plunder niitil they had the appearance 
of an inverted and collapsed balloon ; and still others loaded 
down and bending almost to the grinmd fi-om great bulging 
blankets stuffed with perhaps a roll of muslin, a half dozen 
hams, a mess of potatoes, mirrors, mngs, and merchandise in 
general ; bnt alt fighting their way with genuine valor and 
persistency. One woman was noticed who, aside from hav- 
ing several chairs strapped to her back, held on to a string 
of shoes with her teeth, and with her two hands clung to an 
apronful of lard, that, from the heat of the mid-day stm, 
was melting and running thi-ongh the apron in streams \x\iaa 
her legs, feet, and the ground. 

Two Irish women toiled long and well np the steep hills, 
fighting to retain possession of their b<x)ly, until they had 
lugged two exti"emely heavy barrels in safety to their respec- 
tive shanties, which stood side by side upon the edge of a 
deep gnleh. 

"An' phat is your floouri" queried one, as she seated 
hei-self upon her prized barrel, and fanned herself with her 
apron. 

"Faith, an' its 'White River,' the Bwateat and best uv 
alll" 

"By the same token, bo'b mine 1 'Twas a great day foe 
the poor I " 

" Ah yJ8, i blimed Sundayl" ' 
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But it waa not a blessed Monday; fnron tlmt day 
deluded JMiings each fotind tliut they had a beautiful " 
irifi" of i>histoi--Pan8, wbii^h tiiruud out from the ovi 
Iialf a diaen oloyant white bi-icke. 

The grotesque features of t!m wild day wore quite eqi 
by the tragic iiittidorils. Tlieywere all liom of the u 
eoiiiiig, iiiuroiitmllabie, bnitai frenzy of tlie niub. The 
ammints of liquor which had been stolen, and whiuh at] 
wished could secure for the talting or asking, largely a 
to this fearful conditioii of things. One instauca will 
to illustrate tlioni all. 

A squad of drunken negroes went mailing down Lil 
Street, grabbJTig right and left whatever they could. ' 
CBioe to a corner where a lot of whialiy was being op 
anil cai'i'icd away, or drank proniiBcnously by tlie wild c 
gathei-ed ai-onnd it. One negm, iu a lit of bravado, ni 
up to a barrel of whisky, the head of which had beci 
moved, and, pushing aside one or two wlio were ge 
liquor from it, shoved liia black face into the whisky, 
began drinking greedily, when one of the rioters, in a i 
devil spirit, sprang to a burning car, secured a blazing hi 
and plunged it into the l>arrel of whisky. In an iustan 
vite stufE burst into ft great tiame, enveloping the negro 
burning him so terribly that he died early the next day. 

And BO the day wo^ on — fire, plunder, druukonnesE 
bauch I 

The Mayor was on the ground with his carriage bi 
noon, but the rioters had lost all respect for him, anc 
efforts were utterly nsetess. (iradnally tlio Hames fron 
buruiiig cars nearcd the Union Dejwt, and at al>out t 
o'clock tlio rioters run a bnniiug car under tlie line e 
which ailjoined it on the east, and whicli were used foi 
protection of outgoing and incoming pasBengere. Up to 
\ time it waa hoped tliiit tlio splendid ViuWiivyig, vittM.'A ^ 
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^flBcape destruction, but in a few mniuenta the she^B wore 
i of flames. While tliia was progressing the mob pil- 

^d the depot of ihe Pittsburg, Chioago and St^. Lonia 
B«h'oad; and, in quick anccession, the Pan Handle Dopot, 
the Adams Express Company's Dejiot, the ITnion Depot 
bnildiiin', and the Pennsylvania Company's general offices, 

tta well as the great Elevator building, were totally coii- 
Bumed. 
At the burning of all those buildings indescribable scenoa 
occurred; and in this partietilar section, Che fears oE tlia 
citizen's for the destrnction of the entire city first became 
powerful enough to effect aomething of an awakening from 
the criminal insensibility which had i-cndered action against 
the mob impossible. The Fire Department from Ailegheny 
City was snnunonnd to assist in preventing the spread of the 
flames, and from this point it may be said that the Pittsburg 
riot was ended ; not that wild orgies that would have dis- 
grnced a pandemonium were entirely discontirnied, i>nt that 
Lthe shame and disgrace of this most disgraceful nITair in 
fchistory began to force itself in some dim way upon the con- 
ciousnesa of a people wh*ffle permission of so terrible a 
Mries of outrages is nearly inexplicable. 
Such scenes have never before been witnessed in Ameri- 
May they never bo witnessed again. It would only 
r4eem itt this instance that they were discontinued simply 
rirom the fact that this crazy rabble found no m<ire propei'fy 
Iflf the Pennsylvania Railroad Company that could bo de- 
royed. The greater and deeper is the shadow resting 
Jipon this comninnity for that reastm. 

As, the night came down n^mn the city, Hie flames fnwn 
r miles of burning rniiis lit up thousands of faces which now 
K Beemed appalled at the great disaster that had been accom- 
Jplished. Thieves, train[)9, and comiwmmXft tvcy^ ■a.Nsw.'j 'wi 
^4he ishadowB,atid in their hiding- ^Aa-^^^ «Jivyi\K.\ «N«t "il 
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rnin, but gradually settled into their oM hftliit ofa 
ntid watching for futare op[>ortunitics, and, like wild t 
Jilleil with hon-ible prey, in a dazed, stupid gluttony, 
ofF their terrible debauch, while law and ui'der and uoi 
decency — too toiig loet — gmdnfttly but surely came bi 
the great masBee of citizens, who were now able b 
Bome action to secure a common safety. 



CHAPTER SSIV. 



THE END AT 
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It would almost seem that peace again reigned in 
burg rather from the returned good natuie of the 
than from any capable action on the part of the anthoi 
or display of local patriotism on the part of the better b 
of citizens. The excitement died out sontething as th( 
died out. It was not put out. Gradually shopmen 
down their shutters and furtively began the reaura 
of buBinees. The streets were still filled with vast th 
of people, but curiosity more than fear was in their ! 
Strangers hastened to the city and, all along the 
of the flames and the general destruction, mingled 
the strikers, exproaeing a common wonder and h 
at the wild frenzy that should have left such trac 
niin. The very membcre of the mobs were ont in 
force, and IcMiked on tho work they Iind accomplished 
real -admiration, indulging in morry witticisms over va 
incidents of the reign of terror with evident manil 
tioUB of delight. The majovVty ot ^Tftona mat w»a) 
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look on the whole matter as a linge joke, tw> vast to he ap- 
preciated ill silence, and must necesBarily pass into public 
enjoyment ; wliile the city government, whiuh had been as 
eumplctely ignored aa tliougli it had never existed, quietly 
eainc into exietence again, only because there was nothing 
left to oppose it. In other words, baibarism was lifted 
fi-om Pittsburg simply because a city of barbarians had got 
tired of being sueh, and not beeanse there was any inherent 
force or dignity in the authority which its supposed civili- 
zation had provided for its regulation and government. 

But Ijefore passing from these hours of unprecedented 

terror, I must mention a few repi'CBontative incidents illuB- 

frative of the fact that, however much any coTiimunity may 

B given over to the mob spirit, there still exists those who 

I are brave and true enough to do all in their individual 

jwwer for the law and the right. 

A bright iTistance of this chai-acter was found In the nn- 
I solicited action of the Catholic Bishop Tiiigg, When the 
t wretched turbulence, madness, and destruction of Sunday 
I was at its height, this g<K>d man hastened from his safe 
I episcopal residence, and, plunging into the thickest of the 
I tnob, begged and pleaded in the name of his sacred eallin|f 
I that its members should desist from their lawless acts. 
I Bhowera of stones and bits of iinn were the only response. 
f The mob treated hiin with utter disres]«ct, but, undaunted, 
I he passed from place to place, endeavoring with all hie 
power to effect some good and quell the devilish spirit con- 
trolling the frenzied people. The Eev. Alexander Clark, 
editor of the Methtxlist Recorder, who also used bis iTiflu- 
encc to its fullest extent among the rioters, was not only 
brave enough to risk his life among the villains, but waa 
also sufficiently manful to testify through his paper to the 
I good Bishojj's fearless labors. M.r. CYmV ttaXeft. 'Ca^.x. >M4 " 
■«0fe/s/ times stood within a few ieet oi 'iXiO ioTKv«t ., w\^ 
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lat it seemed almost % miracle that he vtoa not killed out- 
" There was Qertaiiily no religion in that mob," as 
Hr. Clark toi-sely says. 

Another instance qnite aa worthy of record, Ihongh of ft 
different nature, OL-cnrred in tho burning offices of tlifi 
Pennsylvania llaitrcad. A youth named Angiist Uondel, ft 
telegraph operator, was shut up in the telegrapli office on 
Saturday niglit, surroimded by a howling mob. Its num- 
bers could not frighten or bully him from his wurk. So" 
long as the wires resiumded to his hand he proposed keep- 
ing that hand to its labor, and, hour after hour, this bra^'a 
fellow sat at his instrument and sent flaslics of inlelligenoe 
I from the disgraced city, never flinching in his duty, and 
lever heeding thousands of insults heaped npun him. 
Finally tho cowaiilly rabble found that he was not tu be 
riven fi'om his prist save at tlie loss of liis life, when the/ 
fii'ed the building. The little fellow saw that this wonld 
K'ATentually relieve him from duty, but he still worked away 
nntil he was scort^hed by the heat, half suffocated with tha 
smoke, and literally forced fi'uiu tlic instrument by ths 
flames, but not even then until ho had left a I'ecord of his 
bravery iu his last message : 

> (co hoi. Good night ! " 

Monnments to brave inon after death are all well enough. 

■ve to assist the marble interests and improve the 

appearance of the country. But in my mind it is this fina 

BtrI or wedded to good judgment and tidelitj tliat deserves 

^nmediate recognition. Thi>ngli a boy, he had learned the 

peat lesson of discipline ; ho was man ojiough to bo bravo ; 

and then he had tlie very good sense to leave the place when 

tho had done his whole duty and no less. 

The great slock-gi-ower, Mr. Alexander, of Kentucky, 
i a car-load of valuable SoutV\4ovm tVoev a."i^\'i«'fe»'n««-i 
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ffhich were enroute from Scotland to Kentucky, in cliarfja ■ 

of (I negro. The stock were caught in the general blockade ■ 

at Pittsburg, and the poor darkey in charge was almost dis- I 

tracted at the prospect of the gj-eat luss to his eiuplojer, as I 

no fora^ could be seuured. In this dire strait tiie negro, I 

throngh dint of wouderfril pleading and the nse of a little ■ 

money, got the car transferred to the West Penn, Knliway I 

traeka. lie then never released hia effoits until he had I 

found a gentleman who wont security for the freight, when I 

he removed the animals to the latter's barn, and thero ■ 

watched by them dnriiig the entire night. Never relaxing ■ 

Lis energy and fiiitij fulness, he worked away niitil he even- I 

tnally got the stock all on board a little packet, which, when I 

it finally went steaming down the Ohio River, left Pittsburg I 

in dames and in the hands of a ferocious mob. I 

These are small muttcin, perhaps, but if tliero had been ■ 

more of Bishop Tuigg's fearJessnese and devotion to hia sacred I 

calling ; more of August Doudcrs pUick, dutiful lal)or, and ■ 

good sense ; and more of tlie energy and lidelity of Mr. m 

Alexander's faithful negro, from the beginning to the end I 

of these ti'oul)le8, Pittsburg w<jnld have been spared mnuh ■ 

of her present shame and disgrace. fl 

Thoi-e is but little more conceruing the record of Pitta- ■ 

burg's disaster. The riots had ended for the reasons pre- I 

vionsly given. It may 1>e possible that, had no fnrtlver de- ■ 

mands been made upon the military, order would have l)eeu I 

as (quickly brougiit out of chaos by the local authorities and I 

the citizens who were finally organized to some exlent for H 

that purpose. But this is very doubtful. Even after the I 

terrible lessoiiB of the not the railway strikers seemed as ■ 

strong and determined as ever. I 

The Pennsylvania Raih-oad Company, with Its vi&>.\.a.V ^ 
jtroinptiiesa and energy, at once began c\Ba"c\Yi'», wswj "^"^ 
vu/us; and one of the best possible i\V\iftUa\\o\\a o^ 'i^'*'?.*''^**' 
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wrong workingrnen had brought upon themselves is b 
the fact that. Buoree of men who had been employed in the 
immense machine-ehopB, where they had for years iijceived 
steady work and certaiii pay, and which tliey had them- 
Belves afisisted in destroying, were now compelled, by tlie 
neees&ity for Boine kind of employment, to aucopt the 
moat menial labor of assisting in removing the debris, and 
clearing away the ruins. Within five dare from the break- 
ing ont of the riot, Governor Hnrtranft, T^ho arrived from 
the Weet on Tuesday evening, had brought together nearly 
eix thousand troops that were aduiirably located at dif- 
ferent {xitntB within the city and along the line of the 
Pennsylvania mad, io commanding posilions npon the hilla, 
and at points where the lawless elements wonid be most 
likely to gather. But their use iu any way was mit re- 
quired. 

For a week the city of Pittsburg resembled a military 
poet during the early days of the war. Amateur soldiers, 
in all the glory of brand-new unifonns, were drilled, maneu- 
vered, and moved from one camp to another, without tlie 
slightest possible visible reason. At no time could a civil- 
ian pass tlin>ugh the streets without seeing a squad of 
troops, which had been marched somewhere for something, 
and were being marched back again without the sometliiiig 
having been got. Bold generals upon pi-ancing steeds, 
prancing orderlies npon bold steeds, camp-followers, and 
all the paraphernalia and accessories of a newly marshaled 
army, were here. But when the troops were removed' for 
use among the more disturbed coal regions, as they shortly 
were, the excitement, cheap glory, and glitter passed awiiy, 
and Pittsburg began to ass n me a lonusiime, regretful airj 
and the realities of her position — her shame, her disgrace, 
aiid her accouiitahility — slowly settled down upon her. 
The Btrike really ended Sunday, 3\i\3 'i^-Oa, ^V«a «m 
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fii-st fieii^ht train, after tlie ai>andonmerit of work by the 
tnuiimen, was moved. This train was put in motion 011 the 
PcnnsylvAniii Central road, and successfully sent to its des- 
tination. No pemm would have imagined a strike had ex- 
isted, save for the inurninrs of a few disaffected men. Tho 
"crew "had been sent to Pittsburg fram the East. As 
soon as this train had been succcssfiill)' started, others soon 
followed ; and all day long the tracks, from the ruins of the 
Union Depot away out to East Lii)ertj, presented a most 
animated appearance, and away into tho night the lon^ 
delayed ti-aius were being made up and despatched. 

So ended tho strike at Pittsburg, What had seemed a 
revolution resuUed in a most imbecile tiasco. AH the 
striking trainmen on roads centering at this citj, as soon aa 
the first train began moving, made a precipitate rush for 
their old places, and as much excitement was developed 
through the fear of losing them as had been shown during 
the first days of the strike in defying the roads and tramp- 
ling upon all authority. 

But Pittsburg is paying dearly for her holiday of hate 
against tiie Pennsylvania Railroad, That corporation, 
which justly refused to yield one single point to its em- 
ployees, when such yielding must he the result of nnlfcwful 
force, hacked by tho deadly hatred of a large community, 
pnrsnes the even tenor of its way, in tho etid the winner of 
every point in the fight. The action of the hot-headed 
trainmen eventually debarred tliem from public sympathy ; 
the shameful course of the Pittsburg anthoritiea and thou- 
sands of her citizens has made her an object of national 
scorn. Every expression by her citizens, every editorial in 
her newspapers, every act of her authorities, and nearly 
every judgment of her judiciary, have earned V\«t ^M>^«Kt. 
and iaiiher from (lublic synipalliy and. t^Jm\^et»^Av•\^^ «» 
commercial regard. The people ol 0\e cowdXx-s ■. 'il^'s'^''' 
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her dieastroiiE coiirae, have come to drcnd her; hiieines 
men have graditallj- determined to avoid licr ; public jiistin 
and piililii; judgment have come to pass a lasting coiideui' 
nation iipt^n lier. 

I am, tlien, joBtified by the universal verdict of the presg 
of the Uuited States in summarizing the matter aa follows ; 
The truckling to tho etrikers atthe beginning of the trout^M 
was contemptible ; the iiiiiversal hatred of the Penngylvania 
Central Railroad bj the citizeiiB of Pittslmrg, which eily liad 
been made nearly everything she Wiia by lliat eorjioration, 
was a species of wnreiisoning and c-onteniptible ingratitude, 
or at least an incomprehensibly foolish disregaitl <if reeij)- 
rocal buBiness interests; the treatment of the Philadelphia 
aoldiery, who had eomo to a water city to j>rotoet it from its 
own unmanageable mobs, was peculiarly troaehei'ona and 
barbarous; the herculean efforts made by her officials and 
citizens to shield her criminals, after the ntilrond companies' 
and my own efforts to bring them to juBtico had placed 
Bcores of nifhanB in a position to receive the punishment 
they so richly merited, is an exhibition of public piilicy so 
dangerous to their own and all public interests, that it can 
hardly be explained siivo on the theory that this community 
has been taken by the throat by a set of otHoials so thor- 
oughly imbued with the mob spirit, and so completely allied 
to the ruffianly elements, that it cannot rise from its bondage 
and ahake thom off ; while the presentment of its special 
grand jury of investigation, whieh remarkable effort is still 
in the interest of the mob and cominuno element, is one 
of the most remarkably unjust and disreputable documenta 
ever flung in the face of an indignant pul)lic. 

This report in tlie finifc place attacks the Pennsylvania 

Railroad Company for endeavoring to 2>rotcct its own proj>- 

eiir, and plaintively adds tliat its officers were begged to 

not use harsh ineafiurea. T\ie v»i^\Vc ^ \et^ ■w^'i ««m»! 
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tititt tttU corpnratioii had an indefeasible right, first, to tho 
mniM^^enieiit uf its biisiiieiie, and seuoiid, when that iB pi-c- 
vciitod \iy a mob, to make any possible endeavor to pi'otect 
its property fmm arson and pillage. Bnt thia jnry, accord- 
ing to its li'^ic, wonld have hidividnals bo very teudur with 
outlaws. It wonld have you weltjome a robber with the 
moet ]x)litG attention and the ntmost conrtesy. It wonld 
have you hand him your pniBc, your silverware and your 
jewelry, and mildly apologize that yon have not more to 
give him. It wonld liave you give the incendiary a can of 
kerosene, or a bundle of kindlings, and eonduet him to tiie 
most available spot for a successful burning tif your house. 
It would have yon greet the murderer as a most intimate 
friend, furnish him with a pistol or a knife, show him where 
and how he conid dispatch your wife or your children in 
the neafest manner, and then, after begging his pardon for 
the trouble he had taken, bare your own breast to hiin. 

Tliis shameful document further states that all the 
trouble arose from "the meddlesome and insolent course 
of the military I " These grand jury commune and tramp 
sympathizers also censured the slicrilT and the Governor, 
and, from beginning to cud, show their immediate collusion 
and sympathy with and for the overwhelming red-handed 
elements which made the Pittsbni-g arson and tlie Pittsburg 
butchery possible. 

Too strong a public condemnation cannot be stamped 
n])un an action by a supposed intelligent body of men, 
which is so at variance with facts, and so terribly repugnant 
to all sense of public justice. 

There will be but one result to all this. Pittaburg mnst 
mend her ways and yield to the inevitable. She mustsitow 
the win)le country that she will not coutiuue to X-Wv* wAV Aci- 
strnctive oourau. SJje has already lost \avg,c\"3 Vi-j Vw m^-^ 
d&t frenzy. She had one of the fiuest umov\ ie'jttWwv'^ 
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world. To-day slie lias but a railway Btation-hooae. Befo« 
the ririt slie liad a series of the most extensive machia&- 
ehopg in America, which bronght, tlirough their eiuplovoes, 
hiiniireds of thunsaiida of dollars annually to her trsdoameii. 
Tu-day she has a little repair-shop thai will perhaps gitpport 
a BiMire of families ; and who can blai)ie a vast btieiriess in- 
terest like the Pennsylvania Railway Company for removing 
everytliiiig possible of value beyond the reach of bo ruftiauly 
a people? Through her acts Allegheny County mtMi pay 
the losses, which will amount to nearly four million dollars 
at the lowest estimate, and no vindictive reports of epeviai 
grand juries can shift this just responsibility. 

A prompt, honorable response to the requirements of the 
case must be given. The shameful diagrace of these Pitta- 
burg riots is in the past, if a clean record for the future c 
be given. But if the people of this city persist ia thej 
insolent attempts to defy public justice, commercial i 
cuinot but be inevitable. 



CHAPTER XSV. 



THE 8TKIKK AT ALLKOUEST OFFY 80HR AOCOtTNT OT '. 

KEDOUBTABI.E " BOSS " AMMON. 

A MOST remarkable feature of the troubles at PittabM 
and vicinity was the exceptional good behavior of the str 
ing trainmen in Allegheny City — if that ipmlification i 
be applied to any body of men who recklessly take \ 
aion of their employers' projierty, and, in violation of all Ii 
and pwpiiety, insolently ae&wme iinm\i\eVe dvv.Ubiou of tl 
baaiiii'M to iJIegally eniurce au eiy^aW^j VuwiViwx ia\ajKBA. i 
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I wiali to be plainly iinderstocKi as niiyieldiiig in my oppo- 
Bition to any such comtie, Tbe best experience from all 
perioda uf disorder and violence arising from labor troubles, 
Bt all times and in all countries, sets a seal of complete con- 
demnation upon it. It is iinjnst; it is criminal ; it is dlsas- 
trona. lint while condenuiiiig it, in justice to tliis particular 
body of men, I must say tbat after having taken the niijns- 
litiable action which their crazy and irreepousible leadora 
precipitated, they were certainly deserving of mnch praise 
for completely refraining from all violence, and for taking 
stem and decisive measures for preventing the slightest ex- 
pression of that savage comnmiiisni which so disgraced the 
city of Pittsburg. 

Alt regular travelers over the Pennsylvania Central and 
Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago Railroads will remember 
that trains usually stop for a moment at a point called the 
outer dej>ot, in the suhurba of Allegheny City. There is 
scarcely anything to diatingniah this point as a railway sta- 
tion, and passengers, not knowing that it is one, when trains 
halt here quite commonly inijuirD: "Well, what are we 
waiting for nowt" There is nothing but a quiet street, a 
few common board ing-honsea, a little wooden building where 
an old-time railroad man dispenses lunch, cider, and villain- 
ons tobacco and cigars to working trainmen, and a lonesome 
brick building in the William I'enn style, once a dwelling- 
house, now used as a telegraph and dispatcher's office. 
Between this lonely building — that might be taken for a 
boarding-house which had traveled aronnd the city for cns- 
toni and got irretrievably lost in its M-andcrings — the utreet 
and the tracks, there are several fine trees that furnish wel- 
come shade to tired trainmen on hot summer days. 

This is all there is to the place, save its neaTwess. \.o 'vSAa 
extensive inaclu'ne-shops of tlie roRd,'w\i\t\\8iTe\w;«i.W:i^'^'''^% 
the tracks a little furlJjer into the city ', \iviV a* » W-^**-*^© 
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point ila value wae quickly seen by tlie strikers, wl: 
iiiiiucdiatu |i>iB»Gssi(iL uF the luuatity. aud during the 
umice of the strike remained in iindistnrhed piiescssit 

Ab I liftve said, tlio onieHy behavior of tbpse re 
commendable, but it was remarkable, wbeji the ne 
general turbulence is considered. Allhongh the i 
had more complete possession of this road, and moi 
oiighly dictated its manngcment for the time the e 
clement ruled the oonntry than was the caae with an 
railway, it is a fact that from tlie time the strike begt 
it was ended, not one drop of blood was shed, noi 
dollar's worth of property destroyed by foioe, or lost t 
theft. 

A good humor and even temper seemed to pren 
while the men were resoliito and unyielding in resisl 
appeals tending to a resumption of business, they wei 
as resolute in permitting no interference from the 
elusses who wished an oueasion for plunder. At tl 
inception of tlto strike licie the trainmen organized a 
toes with power to detail men, who yielded a prompt 
euoe. Tlie work of saving, or rather pi-otecting, p: 
at once began. Tramps were handled bo roughly th 
sought more congenial qnartci-s in Pittaiuirg; conn 
were given the cold shoulder; thieves were attackf 
di-iven away. All the engines not in use, and thi» 
Btantly arriving, wore carefully housed and cleaned ; 
ger coaches which were not needed on account of tin 
iiess of travel were side-tracked neatly ; everything ab 
round-house and in ach in e-shops weis left snug and o 
and a guard placed upon them that nothing might 
lested ; and on Sunday, when the fearful destrnctii 
progressing in Pittsburg, these strikers worked like I 
to get the pnipei'ty of tlie roaii in aawV ^Vav* ^^«*^ ^« 
ti-auspjriug thei-e should not be Tere,naK.\cA. K!\ « 
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day, Siiiitlnj tiight, and Mimday, while Allegheny Oity was 
emptying itself to juiii in tlie overwiielinitig excitement ' 
ocrtiBB tlie river, engines were steaming Iiack and foilh, 
eliifting cars und pntting thinga to rights. All the Bkill 
and energy of these five hundred men were need to arrange 
matters 8(1 that no harm should eome either to railroad i»i'"i> 
erty or to the vast amoimt of freight which was constantly 
accitninlaling fi-om the capture of eastern-hound trains and 
the joining in the striko hy their " crews." 

In this way the inner track, or the track nearest the bluffs, 
was jammed full of engines, pusaengor and baggage coaches, 
Piilhnan sleepeiti, and empty and loaded freight cars, away 
back to Rochester, twenty -two miles from the outer depot 
in Allegheny, and, to a traveler, the sight of such an im- 
mense collection of railroad property was not only ini[K>aing, 
but it served to give one a faint idea of the vaatnesa of the 
intereflts dependent upon the untrammeled and uninturi'iiptcd 
oj>eration of the railway lines of tiie eonntry. 

The etrikei-B organized regular patrols, and instructed the 
membei-a that any interference on the part of tramj^s or 
oilier outlaws should be met with prompt and summary 
treatment; and instances oc^nrred where persistent vaga- 
bonds, who made repeated attempts to break open rjii-s and 
rob them, were taken bodily by the sti-ikers and linng into 
the Ohio River, where a pi-(ttracted bath greatly subdued 
their pillaging propensities. Until the resumption of traffic, 
this surveillance over public and railraad property was con- 
tinued ; and when it is remembered that scores of those 
strikers, though so badly injured by their own unjust and 
iH-cou8idere<I action, were sorely in need of the commonest 
necessities of life, had it in their power to levy ui>on what- 
ever best suited their needs or their fancy, and yet tieveie 
toitched a pcnnv's worth, Ibey n\v\&t \ni ve^^^c^ *^ *^ 
exceptiomlly ivortliy body o£ luen. 
la 
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The city of Alleglieny itself undnnbtedly oecapt 
I ai- terrorism to that which ruled Pittsburg throngl 
very cause. Its government for a time was quite aa 
lyzed ae that of Fitubiirg. It found itself entirely ii 
qiiate to cope with the omergency, could not liriiig eni 
dignity or power to 1)ear npon the eiiiiation to compel 
manner of respect or obedience, and was eventually fe 
to submit to ft eolutiou of the difficulties at other hands 
tlirongh other agencies. Had there been an outbrei 
the lawless elements, and had pillage and inucndia 
begun, its cessation would have oidy come about, as i 
in Pittsburg, through the utter exhaustion of tlie sa 
rabble, or it would have been qnelled by the strikers tl 
selves. There is no question but that. Mayor PJiillips, 
is above demagogism, did all in his jrawer to prevent 
lence, and that his kind and earnest advice hud a \ 
effect in euppi-easing tnrbuleiice; but it is almost wl 
due to the conservatism and caulion of the strikers tl 
selves that no repetition of Pittsburg's disgrace folio 
their other unlawful acts. 

1 cannot pass this subject without expressing the cei 
conviction that the temperate action of tlie strikers, not' 
at Alleglieny City, but along the entire length of this 
way, was almost wholly duo to the universal respect on 
part of its employees for its Ueneral Manogei-, J. D. La; 
Esq. In this time of great excitement he was as nit 
jxiwerless as other railway officers ; but it is a well-kn 
fact that thm-ongh discipline, coupled with univorsul k 
iiess, ia a marked feature in the management of this r 
and the remembrance of the same by those who had 
years come under its intliionce fortunately possessed a v 
derful power of consideration and restraint. 

Aside from this exceptional temperate action by so li 
& body o/ jJei«JS£t?nt vevulntioni&^P., uoft\mft()^ «. netaa-tN 




nature occurred among the Pittsburg, Furt Wayiie and 
Chicago Railway Btrikers at this point, save the hnriging to 
the surface, and into short-lived popularity, of one of the 
most thorough frauds and braggarts of tliose truubloiis 
times. 

Justus Schwab, of New York City, was a coinninnisE 
from education, aasodation, and principle; P. M. Arthur, 
Grand Chief Engineer of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, has at least the merit of brains, a good retford as 
a working engineer, and oxccntivo ability ; while Doiialiue, 
the llomeltsvillo mock hero, had the standing among hia 
fellows which sympathy for a cripple and a great many 
years of hard work as a capable railroad employee wonld 
give; but this man, or rather boy, this Robert A. Auunon, 
was clearly a muahmom growth of a night, arid tliongli a 
great hero for a little time, fell to pieces like a mushroom 
still, when hisqnalities came to bo tested. 

It came within my province, through necessary subse- 
quent investigations, to become raoet thumughly acquainted 
with this fellow's history* and antecedents ; and for the ben- 
fit of sincere and intelligent i-ailroad eniployeoa thi\>ngliout 
tho country, who have by various newspaper reports gained 
the impression that he was a [icrson of tine ability and real 
heroism that had been groimd down by the despotism of 
tyrannical railway management, 1 consider it my duty to 
disabuse their minds by stating a few plain facta conveniing 
iiim and his meteoric coimection with the great strike. 

lie is of a most estimable Pittsburg family, aud his 
r»lher, who has held many p<iBitions of trust, and is at this 
writing the president of a reputable insurance company in 
that city, is highly respected by all. The son, Roliert, has 
long been regarded by the family as aTi irreclaimable ^•.aiJAv, 
He has had every advantage and cu«ov\tBi^tovcv«v\\. >M\\\vSa ''^•f 
rental affection coupled witli large meswx* iitj\i\i\ie=S.w»i O** 
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litut, in every instance, abiieed both cuniidcnce ftiid tra^^ 
Hia i!i)Ile«e expuriem^B at CulitmbiiB, Oliio, in uuiniiaiij 
with the sou of a promiiictit raitwav ofiiuial, wei-e »irii|i|_v a 
BCi-iee of disgraces to hiriieclE aiul family, and uf eiiuh im- 
beamhle annoyance to the faculty that his alHciice fnim the 
institiitioti was tinally reqnired. Fnini this ttine hie reck- 
lt)S8, aimleBS career seemed to grow more marked. At 
home or away from home, be was constantly in tronhle. 
Finally, through tlie influeiieo of his friends, heestal>lished 
an agency for several insurance compivtiles in Chiuago, but 
tiiis ventni-e terminated abruptly, ani) ho loft that uity, as 
well as every other place he visited, nndur a cloud. The next 
effort at la\>or — and ibis was only asannie-l tbivMigh the as- 
Bistaneeof hisfriends — washot«l-keeptng in OlevolHud. The 
mysterious destruction by fire of the hotel over which he 
presided brought this scheiao to a ehisa. lie was next 
lieaixl from, away out towards the Pacific elojie, on some 
objectless, if not criminal expedition, and then for niontlis 
and months he was hut little else than a i-esjiectahle tramp 
about Pitlsbitrg and Allegheny City, di'eaded by acpiaiu- 
tances, shunned by straui^re, feared by friends. In 
this way he became exccedhjgly impecunious, and, a? he 
had for years abused the confidence of every friend he had 
gained, making it impossible for him to either secure ropu- 
talile empiuyniunt agreeable to his fastidious tastes, or any- 
thing in Ihe way of pecuniary assistance m<Jre than mere 
charity, ho was eventually forced into a labor which he ut- 
terly despised, and bciyinie a fi'eight brHkeman under con- 
ductor M. I). Uuoy, on what is tyillad the " East End Run," 
between Pittsbiirff and Alliance. 

From the moment he entered the service of the road he 
was a conspirator and a ix-'bel. Here was just tlie right 
kind of an employee to make trowhle, A. i^raon who 
been too little oi a man to relavn a stauiw^ a,a\o\\^v\is«i 
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hiB class may always be coinited on as a inalcontent wlieit 
he IB obliged u> aiiBooiate with a less important class, Bl!- 
caiiee the labor was severe, a sumethitij^ niilltons of work- 
iugmen are accnatonieti to, he was lond-tnoiuhcd about rail- 
road men beiiij^ groinid down into white slaves ; ijerAuse 
the wages i-nid did nut enable him lo satisfy his elegant 
tastes and vile habits, he harangued the men abont tiieir 
being robbed ; and hecanse ho was everything and anything 
bnt a g(X)d employee, failhhil to the company which hud 
given him employment, that had perhaps kept him out of 
the poor-house or penitentiary, he was a ranting, turbnleut, 
tronble-provoking vagabond, with jnat enough assumption 

■ to give liim a certain influence, and just enough brains to 
make him datigerons, 

lie had been bnt seven months in the employ of tho 
company when he became so much an agitator, and had so 
thoroughly tilled every ouo with whom he came in contact 
with sedition and discontent, tiiat he was discharged. lie 
■was one of tho foremost movers in the organization of the 
Trainmen's Union, and was unceasing in his etiorts in 
bringing about the conditioiia for a strike. Tho sole ob- 
ject hi this was a desire on thu part of Robert A. Am- 
mon to hold in his hands a curtain power wliich a vain 
mind uuocasingly longs for, and to so manipulate the em- 
ployees of this roati, that between his control of Ihe former 
and the constant annoyance he would be to the latter, he 
could mi his pockets with his companions' mmiey in the 
shape of the fees and dues these organizations always suc- 
ceed in wrenching from the many for the benefit of tiia 
"' few, or be bought fi-om his purposes by a fat position 

tliigher up in the employ of the company. 
The management declined to submit to this sort oC liwa.v- 
nees, however, and Ainmon was reVieveA Itou\ iwvj. "^^^ 
pws SH ojj/witujiity for him to ^ilay l\\e 'Kiav\.^\:,»xA'^'*'* 
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it to tlie b^t of hi« very g(x>d ability in tliis dii-eetion. 
" Look at me," lie wonld say : " I who liave etrn^led to 
ameliorate the condition of yoa poor devils aia pcreecutc] 
and driven away from earning the little pittance I have 
been receiving. You must avenge auuh iiijiistiue or you 
will 6oon be jiowerlcss I " 

lie waa largely responsible for the short-ltvad strike 
wliiuh did occur on this road in June, not only by penouitl 
efforts among the trainmen, hnt through the bitterest of 
articles whiL-h appeared in an insiguiScant inflammatory 
sheet published in Pittsburg, but after this strike suddenly 
fell thrauirji. Annuon imuiedialely left for the oil regions, 
where for the time intervening he tarried in company with 
other outlaws, living upon tbe pi-ocoeds of the shame of 
vile wiimen who were smitten by his ratlicr fine appearance, 
hieoily tuuguo, and his Wuudless iiuptideiice and assumption. 

At the outbreak of the great strikes, Ammon hastened 
back to Pittsburg, and, like an evil Gpirit, flitted here and 
there among lua old comrades, urging them to stand fast by 
their i-ockleaa actiim ; and he undoubtedly infused consid- 
erable enthusiasm into the strikers by his cnmnng advice 
and impassioned harangues. These men, feeling a certain 
shame in their guilly acta, only too gladly welcomed any 
outside sympathy and assistance, and very few days elapsed • 
before '* Biib" Amnion, as ho waa called about the Outer 
Depot, became the cheap he™ of the hour. He imjxaed 
his fluency of language ujxm tlieso men for the powers of a 
real orator, and hia energy, with the use uf his tongue, 
passed cnri-ent among them for genuine ability. They 
needed a brilliant and able leader, and Ammon easily made 
them Ixilievo he waa the man for the hour. 

On Sunday, July 2'2d, a committee of the strikers com- 
poBod of an engineer, a (ii-eman, and a brakeman, waited 
apon the doughty adventurer awd w'a\\ ». i'ia^ «^ vavrnV -uixa- 
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^H^ Itiony bo^ed him to represent the entire employees of tha 
^B Pktslmrg, Ft. Wayne and Cliioagu Riiihvay and become 
^E their general manager. This supreme ilhistration of as- 
sumption yielded an appai"ently reluctant consent, and waa 
shortly installed at the dispatclier's offi«3, where he at once 
assumed complete control of this important branch of thcs 
ailway service; issued passes over the road over his own 
name as manager; dictated how and when trains should 
move; and, in fact, nsiirjied every power and anthurity 
possible to a man who, independent of the cheek whiuh a 
'boai'd of directors generally gives to chief railway officers, 
^ruled with snpremo anthority. 

The fame of this woiidei'fnl railway manager at once 
fpread abroad throughout the land. His ability was com- 
pai'cd to that of a Vandeibilt, a Scott, or a Garrett. 
JlewapaiJers praised his genius while giving a faint con- 
demnation tt> liis criminal acts, and among the great armies 
of strikers throughout the c<mntry " Boss" Aramon, as ho 
Iiad now como to be called, was suddenly snrronndod with a 
halo of glory. But alt such brainless adventurers run out 
their tether very quickly. Tlie men whom he had per- 
' Buaded into the very acts which had resulted in placing him 
above them very quickly saw that his tyranny, inofficienuy, 
And villainons cupidity were immeasurably more aggriu 
vating and unbeai-ablo l!ian the assumed wrongs he had led 
them to believe they had suffered. Discontent and threats 
Boon followed ; but *' Boss '' Anmion never heeded these. 
His taste of power and notoriety was very sweet, and ha 
continued to carry matters with a high hand. 

On Tuesday evening, the 24th instant, Governor Ilartraiift 
arrived by special train from the West. As Ammon, in 
control of the telegraph office, had been tnade aware of hi& 
^coming, the fact had been bvuiUid a\>ow\. WTiot^.^ 'Cvv&w.^a. _ 
With the intimation tliat their leader tmi. ^v'Aft.Xoi -wox^^^ 
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■ome exceptionally brilliant tiling on the Governor's smval, 
wliinh rnmor wras bound to jiwive tine. Tbe train was 
bcHrd approaching aljout seven n'clnt-k in the evening, and 
by Amnion's oi'deis wa* promptly flagged. As it uanie to 
a halt, in tiompany wilh several of bis followers, Ue boardoii 
tbe palaue-car uiiitaiiiing tbe Governor atid biH friends, and 
niarcbing straigbt np to Iiim, inliinatcd, in a way wbivh \nir- 
iiiitted of 110 duntal, that the gentlemen whom lie represented 
expected Bomo i-eTimrkft. 

lie then condnuted — under tlie eircnmstaiiees it sbtinld 
be written _^/r«/ — theCbief Execntiveof tlie great State of 
Penneylvania to tbe platform, where amid tbe wild yells of 
tlie thousands who had by tbid time gatV'fcd about, he 
stRniiiiered out a few woi-ds which might be taken to me«a 
veiy mueh or voiy little. Then the Governor was permitted 
to retire; " Boss" Amnion descended from the car; at a 
Bignal f mm bU band the train moved ou ; and while tbe 
rabble a!)ont were loudly eliecriug the young Buamp, he re- 
turned to the dispatcher's nthco K'itii the air of an emperor. 

But this was tbo eignal for tlie tj'i-o'a ovortlirow. The 
wder, more conservative, and careful strikers saw tltat 
Amnion was lemling tbutn into daii<;er, and that da3''s waa 
the last of bia power. lie was Bnmmarily removed by the 
committee the same evening; and at onco became a fngi- 
tivo I'^fci', bis ordinary character, passing his time with 
women of ill-i-epute, in avoidingofticersof tlie law wbiubhe 
Itad broken, and in giving vent to inanrrectionaiy aci-eeds 
jIb the iiiflainuiatory eheot before referi-cd to. 
r A week snbseijuently be was arrested and iinpn'soned in 
defunlt of heavy bail. Tiiis event was Aminon's crowidng 
glory, and brongbt him out of ignoble I'etiremcnt into the 
full blaze of I'enewed newspaper renown. It made him 
MMirc than ever a martyr. In ihe eyes of certain of his old 
ikmd Wfiiirinics he hud now \>vu\eu VuustaVt i\«\i\tt-4j^ 
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<i:^tinff intojaU ! He was being terriblj persecuted. The 
e^'rapsthf of a class who are nothing; if not both mawfciati 
and obe tin ate went out to tliu "brilliant youn^ striker/' as 
lie was often tcnnetl, and many of the Pittebtii^ aad 
Allegheny City people who had heard uf his pranks frotn 
yoath be^n to express an interest in hiui, and for a tima- 
he was again quite the rage. 

Afl slated, it was within my province to keep close com- 
pany to this man, and without giving the particnlars of tlie 
Bame, I can »talc that while in jail, in Pittsburg, his vanity, 
want of principle, and vile life came most strongly to tlie 
fliirface. Uetook upon himself the title and honors of the 
hero of the hour ; like a prince in ill fortmie received those 
who called npou him with the calm and almost demented 
assumption of a Don Quixote ; wrote for his neK'B|iai>er- 
orgau vile diatribes against the ofliccrs of the Pennsylvania 
Central and Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago Railroads; 
indited in the same hour, and sent by tito same hand, moat 
truckling and unmanly appeals for help from hie parenta, 
nioi'cy From railroad officials, and threats of vengeance and 
breathings of utter defiance of law to his old comrades; 
and with aa impndenco most inexplicable, endeavored to 
place liimseif in corresiKindence with the gi'eat men of the 
country, with newspapers, and particularly with lecture 
biii'cans, which he certainly believed would vie with each 
other to obtain so great a sensation when he should have 
been liberated. 

Amnion had been married some thi-ee yeare previous ; ao 
e claimed. This is disputed by many, and his own letter 
3 his wife during this incurueration would seem to substan- 
tat« the theory tliat lie was not ; fur in one of these pa»- 
BBonate appeals he pleads that if she, his presumed wife. 
will bo true to him through his trouble, he will marry lier 
a Boon as he is hbei-ated. Whcdior \ve \& m \». v\w\. ■ouj.xtvi'd. 
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to the woman he calls his wife, she has been as trae as steel 
to him, has borne him a child, and deserves all the fidelity a 
husband slionld give a wife; but among the scores of 
women who were silly enongh to aseiat in the gloriiifjitioii 
of this adventurer were some half a dozen mistresEes, a 
number of them women of the most abandoned (;haracter. 
These pei-sons were most constant and assiduous in 8np|)ly- 
ing the prisoner's bodily wants, and he lived like a prince 
on their contributions, loi-ding it over thein like a Turk or 
a Mormon. A hundred other incidents occurred to illus- 
trate liis natural depravity, his littleness of mind, and his 
utter want of manhcxtd ; but these will siiHice to disabuse 
the public of any incorrect notions which may have been 
f(*med concerning the man. 

His notoriety was the outgi'owth of a moment, and as 
Biiddenly faded frain 'sight. lie was simply one of lliose 
thousands starting out in the world with bright promise, 
who, notwithstanding their brilliant devices and startling 
pretensions, in g(x)d time coine to be knoivii for just what 
they are worth ; and only because he was one of the gro- 
tesque prodnctions of these dark days have I devoted so 
much space to him. 



CHAPTER XXVL 

V INCIDEITTS AT JOHNSTOWN, ALTOONA, AND nARRISBUBO. 

Pkouabi.t no point, brought into prominrncc by the 
great strikes, more thuronghly illustrated the fact that their 
extent and ferocity were due almost chiefly to the cursed 
spirit of communism among the lovjcv i^asstft «\ ■wot'^iv-t-'fe- 
men, thaa did Jobmtown, PenuajAvama. Aa Vs. oaa •-&■ '^*' 
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JHCIDENTB AT JOENSTOWN. 

ipi>rlat)t man u fact II ring towns alcing the PeiinBvK-aiiit 
Central road, U utnated at the confliieniie of Ci mi-inaiij-b 
Itiver and Stony Creole, eighty-five miles cast of Pitlsljing, 
and, while it bearaiio particular relation to i-ailroad iiiler- 
cel6 more than that a large amount of bulky freight is 
ehlpjied from the place, it has become a thriving little city 
ly from the realty immense fonndries and mamifac- 

iee which have gradually clustered here, and at Cambria, 

little distance to the west. 

There are no railroad shops, no repair honses, the towa 

no railway junction ; in fact, soaruely a railway cmployoo 
nukes the place his home ; bo that any disturbances at 
such a city could certainly not be chargeil to trainmen, 
lint, from the Ijpgiiming to the end of the strike, Jobiia- 
town was a email pandemonium, and the mill-men, factory' 
hands, and other artisans seemed po^essed of a most devil- 
ish propensity to injure the very interests which austuiued 
them. 

TliUEc mill hands possess a reputation of having very vio- 
lent tflm[)ui's and very little judgnienL They closed every 
factory, foundry or shop in the place at the first excite- 
ment with the most riotona dunionstrations, and then tnrned 
their attention to the railroad, which they aesnmod to be the 
common enemy of all mankind. 

These reckless ftOlciwa gained the notoriety of stopping 
the very first mail and passenger train known to have been 
halted by any riotere along this great thoroughfare, at the 
very on threat of the strike, and at every occasion there- 
after annoyed the officials of the i-oad, insulted trainmen 
manning such trains as the railway strikers permlttcti to 
move, and taunted and attacked nearly every train-loud of 
lroii[is moving cither west or east for the purpose of quell- 
ing the disturhanutis ; but these grimy rioters at last met 

!/'/• matah m Colonel llainikoii, ul t\\© ve%«\ii 



INCWENTfi AT JOHNBTOWN. 

On Thuredny, July 2fifh, bpvcii limidi-od United State* 
tii)oiJ3 left Washington, D. C, for Pittaliiirg and other points 
ill PeurBvlvaiiia. They were really eent forward to gi\a 
nir<i-al foroe and support to the large numbers of Pennsyl- 
pVanift militia tJiat Govenior Hartranft had marshaled in 
hia firet Inisiiiess-like endeavor to end tho diaastrous troiilw 
lee in his State. This militia force comprised Genei-al 
lirintOTi's reorganized Philadelphia Division, Greneral Gal- 
lafjhcr's Division and General Harry White's Division, he- 
Bides three hatterit's of United States Keyiilars, numbering' 
nearly two thousand troopa ail told, with the regular troops 
under Oilouel Hamilton, following a few Jionre hehind. 

Aa this fii-st forcto pa^ed thmiigh Johnstown it was at-' 
tacked by a great moii of nifHans, armed with stones, chiiiitcR 
of coal, and pie<'.ea of metal, which were thrown at the caf 
windows with savage eEfent. Many of the ti-oops, as the 
cam wei-eoixiwded, wei-CBtandini^on the platforms, and woi-a'. 
badly cut and bruised, while tlii>se within tho cara snffei-ed' 
quite as severely from having bits of glass crnehed into tlieir 
faces and other portions of their bodies. Train after train- 
passed, eaeh being Borveit iji like manner; if anytliing the' 
attacks inci-casing in recklessness and savage ferocity. 
At last, as tho trains bearing Colonel Hamilton's uoin- 
; mand came by, they were served with like attentions Uy 
L tliese Johnstown nifhans, and those in advanco were badly 
r Bmashed and shattered. When the one containing that oBl< 
L«er came along, sonio tittle distance licyoud Johnstown, and, 
I nearer Cambria, another brutal attack was made. 

Colonel IIainillon,ontof all patience and full of indigna- 
Ctiou that the tiiKips in advance had permitted snch oatiiiv 
Igeons treatment, sprang from his seat with tJic bluff reniaik ^. 
" By God I ril put a stop to this ! " 

He then graeped the bell-rope, giving v\, & VvJvevx »s:A 
\protrficte<i pnli. 
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The engineer, who wan Btrongly guarded by troops, in- 
tently reA|>oiid(.*d to the eignal by rovereing his engine ; and 
Jolonel Hamilton's prompt and impulsive action undoabt- 
' ediy saved scores of lives. 

The speed of the train was very sensilily checked, bnt it 
had acquired such momentum that it still moved slowly 
onward. 

As events subsequently proved, after the passage of the 
firat trains bearing troops, a few human devils among the 
mob had concocted a scheme to completely wreck the fol- 
lowing train and kill every soldier possible. These demons 
slightly misplaced the switch at what is known as the " Cam- 
bria Siding," and twisted the "indicator," the engineer's 
guide to determine whether or not the tracks are properly 
connected, to cover their hellish work. Tlien they placed a 
flat-car laden with brick near the jituction of the rracks. 
The train came on at a great force, though not at a high 
rate of speed. It was after dusk, and objects were not 
plainly discernible in the twilight gloaming. The engine 
and tender passed the switch and the obstruction car safely. 
The first two baggage-cars, loaded with camp oqnipage and 
provisions, both jumped the track and scraped violently 
against the brick-car, which threw them still further off. 
The third and fourth care, partaking of the movement of 
the first two, were jerked violently fi-om one side of the 
ti'ack to the other, coming squarely in contact with the ear 
on the siding, completely tearing up both ties and rails as 
they twisted from side to side, carrying with them the fifth 
car, and all piling up at last, the iwttom of one car restiu.-f . 
on the rw>f of amuher, three of them lying crosswise on the 
track at an angle of thiity degrees, and the bi-ick-car topping 
all, but finally rolling off to one side. 

Several of the soldiei-s weie badly wonnded by the colli- 
: and C'ulunel liamiUon VumscU \\»j\ v-^ii iNNsi Xixsjiwstt 
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mcmssTa at johnstown, 

but &B soon &s tho ofHcers and troops could coltecl 
scattered eensea, eflfeclive measnreB were used, Pickcta 
were thrown out in every direction, and a regular skirniisli- 
ing for tho enemy was liegun. Tliitse who liad expected to 
stand by and gloat over tiic death and wonnding of scoi-ea 
of soldiei-a, suddenly found tiiemselvea ui tliu Iiand» of the 
military, who did not take inneh pains to use them tenderly. 
Parties were run down and captured, dragged out from under 
buildings, and three were taken while trying to play fox and 
burrow hi a hole in the side of the mountain. 

Thei-e was no playing soldier with these grim fellows 
wearing tho United States regular uniform. There was no 
warning " Who comes there J'' nor cry of "llaltl" liut a 
sjtringing forth of soldiers, an ominous "click I click!"' of 
gun-locks, and bayonets presented squarely in front. It did 
no good to beg for mercy. These disciplined sttldiere gath- 
ered in the mob, and many innocent [Arsons with it, of 
coarse, like herding cattle, and when about a hundred had 
been collected, just corraled them up against the wreck, 
pi-odding them into submission and quiet in a very i-ougU 
and effective way, and finally, when the wrei-k had beeu 
cleared, carrying tliem on to Pittsburg aa prisoners, where, 
they remained in jail until they were vouched for by good 
and responsible parties. 

This put a quietus upon the ferocity of Johnstown notera. 
They lost courage by being so pmperly handled ; and those 
guilty of the most daring outrages — among them tlie mis- 
placing of the switch — were 6ul)scquently approltendedj 
tlirougli tho use of my operatives, and punished. 

At All<M)na the strike wrought gn^at e7:citeineiit, but littlo 
more worth recording. The special reason for titia wave o£ 
nnnsnal and intense escitemcnt tics in the fact tliat this no«r 
large cily illustrates almost the single exwe^twwi^ 
io Awenca whem a great railvuail w>vp'.>raXw\i ^is* V<Sa* 
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place of nearly fifteen tliimsand iiilmbitaiits solely through 
its own jativuiige, Ucre arc the gicat foiiudHes, faclnrioe, 
siipply-hoUBoa and i-cpair-shopa of this gigantic milrotid, the 
Pennsylvania Central; and every present industry of tlie 
pliiue, wliich twenty yesre ago stiaruely contained a ilioiisanii 
inhabitants, has been the direct and nnequivocat result of 
tlio steadily-increasing domands for the road's equipment, 
followed by other in teres ta whiih iiave gradually gathered 
uhont Sfi great a hivo of special iiidiiatnus. 

Thousands of mcelmuiua are employed here in tlie ahope, 
and thousands of [)60[)lo are supported by tlioir wages ; 
conseqncntiy when the blow was struck at Pittsburg, every 
soul in Altoona stood a'^hiist at the common terror. It was 
natural that there shonlcl be great excitemeut, but when the 
fact is considei-ed that nearly every individual in Altoona 
owed whatever pitisperily he enjoyed to the labor fnrnislied 
by the railroad company, tho intense and vicious hatred 
whieli was everywhere shown was simply unaccouii table. 

Large numbers of trainmen reside at Altoona, but while 
they struck as promptly as at otlier points along the line, 
they as a body did not prove nearly so vicioufi. Ou the 
other hand, nearly every shop-hand in Altoona, every nic- 
ehaiiiu ami workingman of all trades, all of whom had no 
business to interfere in the matter, which was, primal ily, 
strictly a light between the trainmen and tho company, 
took lip the cndgel and the brickbat, and declared war. 

Probably no city in the country was, for a time, so thor- 
oughly and overwlielniingly overrun by its lower classos, 
and kept in such constant fear and terror, and nothing but 
a largo force of troops brouglit here, and held here until the 
close of the tionblcs, always whirling and going, but still the 
force held to a rotiiiisite number, prevented arson, blood- 
shed, and ^noral ruin of milroad ai\4 o\.\\eT Y«'J'?^^"i - 
Aa it irsfl, the only overt acta wliitii u»m\urveA «X. bA'y^ft 
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transpired on Satnrday, July SUt, and on Snntlay, tlie noZt 
day. Insults anJ tlirvaU were common at all times 
the lawless elements were pretty tlioronghly held in check 
by the csoiistant exhibition of a competent force on the on« 
hand, and pacific measures on the part of shop snpeiinteud- 
ents on the other. 

In tliie coiiiiectiim, it is only jnst to state that the cool 
jndgmcnt, careful foreeight, determined beantij;, but at all; 
times the kind and friendly manner of the Gener&I Supers 
intendent of the road, C. Clinton Gardner, Esq., had mow 
to do with preventing wide-epread deatructioa and btoodi 
fllied titan any otlier one cause. 

The fii-st occurrence in question was not serious, hoi 
while it lasted wa« a shame and a disgrace to the niechanie* 
of Altoona. 

During tlie day the strikers had been very quiet, and liaji 
behaved thomsclves admirably. Tliere was that undorciin 

rent of great excitement everywhere exhibited i 

from Pittsbnr^r whb awaited with bi-eathlcss anxiety. JBnl 
at tive o'clock in the afternoon a train from the east aj 
pcared laden with ti'oopB. Althotigli tlie rioters had 
mitted other trains of troops to pass on towanls Pitlsbi 
earlier in the day, the sight of these particular soldi 
,Bcemcd to madden the strikers, and immediately hnndi-edft 
rushed al>oiit the depot grounds and attempted to prevent 
their further pat'sage. But the train got off, and while U 
was moving out was ferociously aseaulted with stones and 
other missiles, and Gevei-al shot^i were also fired. Soldiers 
returned tlie lire, but no one was hurt; and after the de- 
partnre of the train the excitement seemed to as suddenly 

^L subside as it had been created, the strikers dispersing quietly' 

^B'to their homes fur the night. 

^H The next day, Sunday, more serious trouble was 

^ip-A/cii cuiniiiiatcd in a 6ubsUi\u\a,\ vwiw^ ^oi vSsa ■««&«. 
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On the evening previoiia at six o'clock, two hundred and 
fifty troops of different (tomniands left Philadelphia to rein 
force those already at Fittabiu^. Arriving at Altoona tlio 
next inomitig, tlie riotere in great force stopped the train 
and took tlie engine into the round-house, swearing that 
the troopa shonlil proceed no further. 

Colonel Peter Lysle, who was senior officer iu the differ- 
ent detachments, now assumed command, and with a squad 
of soldiers and avolnnteer engineer from the militia, started 
after the engine with the avowed determination to recap- 
ture it. Several thousand rioters, fully armed with all 
sorts of missiles and some weapons, now interfered, and 
tlie first detachment of ti'oops were compelled to move back. 
Then the entire command marched down upon the mob, 
bat the latter had suddenly been reinforced by almost the 
entire population of Altoona, and who so violently and 
effectively assaulted the trtwpa that they were quickly com- 
pelled to give up the field. One company, with supreme 
cowardice, threw down their arms and fraterniaed with the 
Btrikers; many of the others bought tickets to return to 
Philadeljjhia ; while the balance retreated precipitately to 
a safe distance from the cily. Those who attempted to 
return to Philadelphia, among whom were many of tha 
City Troop, tlie crack Philadelphia cavalry organization, 
■'Vere inglorioiisly captnrcd and completely humiliated and 
I'disgraccd at Harrisbnrg, as will shortly apjiear. 

At the last-named city, the capital of the second great 
Commonwealth of the nation, ninny stirring incidents trans- 
red. Because it was the capital, and the sf^urce fniiii 
I which should emanate all authority for the eventual sup- 
■presaioii of troubles in Pennsylvania, made it no exccpiiuit 
Ijo the ravages of the gigantic wave of comrnuiusUt ^.W'wAx-^ 
^ffliich mraef] tJie wliole land. T\ie raWtoaA o\ui^'^'3<:c.*' •^■*^^ 
^ej/npafii/zeisn-ereaU aware tVmt, Qio'jcnwt ^wx^-'^''*''^'^ 
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was absent, summering in the Wi-st, and tliej li«J vory little 
resiiect for any bLow of authority coming from any lesser 
ofliL-ial. 

On Saturday, the 22d of July, a meeting of fully fonr 
tlmnsand Btrikere and other parsons was held on a cominon, 
a few hundred j'ards above the dcpfit, the leaders speaking 
from the top of Irox-eara, and esuitiiig the crowd to a very 
violent pitch, it being fully determined by the mob to meet 
foi'ce with equal forue, and make quick work o£ any troops 
that might bo used against thein. 

Fi-om this meeting tlie riolere surged back to the depot, 
and at eight o'uloek in tiie evening, when a delayed passen- 
f;cr train from the West appeared, detached the engine 
several times, and finally ran it triumjihantly to the i-onnd- 
honse, the passengers being compelled to accept the sitna- 
tioii and lie over. 

On the same day, the Fourth Division of Pennsylvania 
Militia waa ordered out, for the purpose of assisting in the 
siippi-cesion of violence, and particularly for the purpose of 
guarding the lliree Susqiielianna bridges. 

At nddnight of the same day an attempt was made by the 
inoi-e fiendish of the mob on the Philadelphia and Reading 
road near liarrisbitrg, to throw from tlie track a train con- 
taining a company of militia, en route for Ilurrisburg, fit>m 
Pine Orove in Schuylkill County, by placing several iron 
bars across the rails, but the obstruction waa discovered iii 
time to prevent the wanton mnrdcr and destruction which 
Would otherwiso have foUowed. 

On the evening of the nest day, Monday, a most hnraili- 
nlii'g spectacle was witnessed in the sti'eets of the capital 
cilj. 

About four o'clock in the afteraoon word was %&\\l^JA^^^Sl 
mob whjfb he)d undisputed sway, t\iat Ac\a.w\\taevi\.ft ot \?«<i 
Pliiiadeipbia r^imentfl, aiQong wVVic\l 7iere\^^»d\V3'MR« 
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hefore referred to us Imvinfj diegracef ally fled fnmi AUooru 
were on tlio wpetern side of the river, and [iropared tn sq 
mnder llieir arms if lliey could l)e gnarante4Hl protectio 
Soon after, a ci-owd of nearly fifteen hundred of iho m 
croftaed the foot and wagon bridge to l)e present atUio bi 
render of these bmve soldiers, 

Wlipn the militia saw this fonnidaMe Ixwiy of men i 
proa(;hing, they were ptieeessed of tlie idea that tlloy vr« 
to ho iinmcdialcly nttatked, and drawn, and fjnartered ; u 
beeuiniiig panit^-striuken, fled in tiie utmost dismay np I 
Susquehanna Itiver. 

After a time communication was eeluhlisiied with ) 
troops, by flag of tniL-e and other methods, and i 
ments were i»erfeeted for their snrrender to tlte loob^ i 
occurred soon after. 

The strikers then hemmed in their prisoners, and a 
the wildest clieers brought them back to the city, man 

them triumphantly timiugli tlio principal streets, and e 

tiially to a hotel, where the scared and exhausted fello^ 
were fed. They wei-e (tompelled to stack their arms o 
side, and when they emerged from the hotel, they foi 
that their jolly captors had taken possession of and distrilj 
ted them. Tlien the disgraced troops were ^alii n 

IthrougJi and through the sti-eets in the business portid 
and up and down the residence portions, with the howlin 
shrieking mob at their sides, who compelled the bect 
vlaeees of citizens to hurrah and pretend to rejoice wii 
them. Finally, after tlie mob had exhausted themselves 
■tliis way, tlie poor follows, like captured mice that cats b 
tired of playing with, were turned loose, to get to thd 
homes as best they could. 
Other Btra<^ling parties of soldiers, sent from diSerent 
parte of the State to reinforce l\\e wramawii %wacdi»ig tin 
Stote arsenal, were Bimi\av\s &cr\e4, awi x.\\w «cw».« 
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priatcd. These were suhseqiieiitly turned over to tfiL> State 
authorities in a. fit of good hinnor on the mob's v>art, under 
advice of Mayfir Patteraonj who aceiiis to hiive autwl with 
admiiuble judgment. 

Up to this time no plan fur the pi-otcetion of tlie citj- 
been formed. The SlierifF was absent, and Major Patter- 
Bon felt doubtful abmit his authoritj extending Iteyvind the 
nse of the police, which was wholly unable to cope witli the 
liotei-s. On the arrival of the Sheriff, late Monday evening, 
a uonferenue was immodiately had witli the Mayor, the re- 
sult of which was to direct the jxtline to call ])ereoually mi 
several hundred reliable men of the city, who wore urdei-od, 
at a certain eignal, to aai^inble at the conrt-lKHise. The 
same eveniug, at a, later hour, the mob began the work of 
plundering ^nn and pawn ahopB. The preconcerted signiJ 
was given, when the citizens rallied in large uumbcrs with 
Bitch arms as they conid procure. 

Headed by the Sheriff and the Mayor, they formed in 
solid iranks and marched rapidly down Market Street to the 
depot The rioters, who were then sacking a pawti-sliop, 
immediately broke and fled like sheep ncitise the a 
leaving the depot and tlie city streets in jxissoseiou of 
vei^ effective committee of safety. 

It is simply an illustration of what deternuned citizens 
can do when organized and let/, by cool-headed oflicialji ; for 
this simple action mteily ended mob rule \u the city of 
Uarrisburg, 
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Om Satiii-day, tho 21st of July, great excitement waa 
^nscd in tlie nity of Reading, by the dispatches constantly 
arriving from Pittalmrg, Ualtiiuoi-c ami other points. Bul- 
letins wei-e placed in front of the E-tgle building, near tlie 
corner of Sixth and Penn Streets, and atti-acted large 
crawds. As the telegrams increased in intci-est, the excite- 
ment increased, and in the afternoon alwnl: two o'clock a 
meeting of tminmen, called a " Union Meeting," was held 
in Columbia Ilall. 

It waa chiefly cuniposed of those engineers, firemen, and 
brakemen who had east their fortune with tlic Brotherhood 
men duiiiig the April troubles on the Philadelphia and 
Reading road, and was called to order by Williain Stnink, 
a discharged Bi-otherlicKMl engineer. Tliei'e were alnHit 
twenty of these engineers present. The remainder were 
firemen, brakemen, and rif-rnff ; but the meeting wiis iield 
with some degree of secrecy. 

It waa at once suggested that tliey prcci|jilato as serious 
tniubles as were being experienced at Uallimoro or Pitts- 
burg. One man innncdiately |ii-o]wised that they take a 
keg of powder and blow up the Lebanon Valley railroad 
bridge, a costly structure crossing the Schuylkill River, 
about a mile and a half al)ovo Ituading, and c:ouvvuul\\\«^ 
that citj v'lth IfHrrishiirg. 
The plan wU'wU was further dis«i\s?«A, vtaa X.'n -s^a.*;* '^^« 
li 
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keg of powder just nver a pior in the center of the bridj 
attach A long fiise to it, and then, as tliey forcibly expre 
it, " Ulow tiic d II thing into hell I " 

Besides thia clieerful arrangement it was projMised to go 
down to the "Nevcreink Curve," about tbi-ee inilea by rail 
from Reading, and blaet tons of stone from the reeky Mufl 
overhanging the tracks at that point, which would greatl^S 
i the company under exleting oircnmstancoa. It m^| 
also pi-opoeed that they proceed to the "Sinking SpriiijH 
Quarries," and obstruct the trains there in like mantlet^ 
One Brotherhood engineer suggested that a [wrtlon of th(f I 
rioters go hclow Reading and stop the trains as suggestc(i,4 
and others do a like service in the interests of anaruhjp^ 
almve tlio city, I 

It was tinally agreed that they act at midnight ; bnt whnn 
it was attempted to eecnrc a list of the names of those wlitffl 

>n]d t^tand by tlie execution of the nefarious work, thftl 

Brolberliuud eugineoi-s rose and left the hall. They Itad I 

Bnggcsted and incited the mischief, hnt, seeing that these 

sngjjcstions were likely to be carried out by the excited 

I crowd, they slnnk away and left the work lo be done by 

\ bender and braver men. Shortly after the meeting broke up, 

(no definilo conclusion being reached, although a general 

nnderstanding was had that rough work was to l>e done. 

In the evening the same crowd again met in CuUimlM 
Hall, They sent a eommunication in a meeting of thi 
Brotherhood engineei'S, in which united action was : 
quested. It was not received, the point in thia being to! 
impress tlie public with tlio idea that they could not baj 
drawn Into any acts of violence. At the same time it wuj 
quietly mado known to the members of the other mcefi*J 
ing that both parties should meet at nine o'clock t 
I np frsc-ics and stop trave\. TVa&,\ioiKevei:iWaa broken \ 
rhy A Ught which ocwirrei amo-n^ ftveras^Ne*, 4.\v«o^ -5 
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eveiiiug, and wliicjli had the effect of iiiterfei'iiig with tlra 
plans for general deatruetion for tJiat night. 

On Sunday the excitement continued to increase, mid ' 
cnluiinated at ahout ten o'clock at night, when a large and 
, riotous crowd Afiseinblcd at the corner of Seventh and Feini 
Streets. 

Seventh Street is occnpied by the railroad tracks for a 
lung distance throngh Reading. The party mentioned was i 
headed by men with tin horns, and passed np Seventh Stit 
through this " Cut." The road is below grade for a dia^ 
taniM of about four blocks north from Penn Sti-eet, and < 
citiier side is a stone wall, abont twenty-five feet at its 1 
highest point, which is crossed by viaducts at Court and J 
Washington Streets. Through this cut the ci-owd snrged, 
hooting and yelling and making the night hideous with 1 
their clamor. 

The train fi'om Alleutown on the East Fenn. i-oad was J 
due about half-past ten o'clock, and arrived at the depot j 
simultaneously with the ui'owd, which rushed upon iheQ 
engine end threatened to kill the engineer. Tm> of the 
depot officers mounted the tank, and, drawing their revoU 
vera, threatened the crowd, but the engine in the meantime 
iras uncoupled and run hack upon a side-traek, leaving tlie 
train at the depot. 

The mob, which was headed by two men named Greth 1 
and Weber, immediately began tearing up tracks and I 
" wedging " switeliee. Two cabooses were set on fire, when i 
the ci-owd moved on, going west on the Lebanon Valley i 
.rtnui. The part of the mob in advance next set fii-e to a 1 
fi-eight train, using the oil and "waste" taken fmm the I 
^rheel-boxcs, firing it and placing it upon the ti-auka beneath l 
the cai-B. They then gathered a largo quantity; ot " ■«%s^\r.I,' 
Stu)e H huge can of eoali^il, ai\i\ iVtiwsla.Aci '«v>^vWi,'S V 
Lebanon V"alley bridge. 
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Thia bridge is what ia termed n " triiBs " bridge, the 

* tracks being at tlie iryp, nnd the sides, which are abont 
I twetily feet high, covered with sheet iron. The advance 

party, niiiiiberiiig about thirty, and led by men named 
Smith and Iliimphrios, on reatihiiig the bridge, cnieeed 
( orer to the western end. Here ttiey were met by tlie 
I watchman, whom they ordered to leave. They then rniaed 
I ft ti-Hp-<loor Uwling down into the body of the stiuiiture 
I where a narrow gangway extends. Some seven or eight 
sended throngh the tra}>, carrying the oil and " waste," 
L wid also laige urinfida of broken wood. With tJiIs material 
[ tbey btiilt a largo fire within the body of the bridge, after 
rwhiuh thoy came iip tlie trap singly. Throe of tlio inuendia- 
a then went to the watch-box at the end of the bridge, 
I demolished the d'Kirs anil windows, and then sot it on fire. 
L ^ley then passed oat of sight, up the Lebanon Valley 
\ tracks nntil they reached the switches, then turned nortii, 
T feorossed the Schuylkill at Tnckertnwn, and rejoined the 

* crowd at the eastern end of tin bridge. 

While the frcight-cai-s and cabfKjsea were buniing, tlie 

K]Keading firemen, led by iherr Chief, Howard Boyer, came 

Igfipon tlio sceut,biit were prevented by the mob fii>ni making 

I any efforts to suppress the fire. The riotei's held fnll and 

i'^iidis|)nted sway. Six loaded f reight-cai*s and two cabooses 

I ^oi-e desti-oycd by this fire, which waa burning while tlie 

r Lebanon Valley bridge was being consumed by the flames. 

I JXho structure ao wantonly destroyed cost one hnndred thou- 

I sand dollars. Its incendiaries were Alfred Smitli, Samuel 

iiiphries, and a' man named Cunius. The two former 

ifere tried and plead gnilty. They wore sentenced to im- 

Drisonment for live years in the Berks County jail. Cuniua 

■as nut yet been apprciiended. 

- The leaders of tlio mob, who iu»iu\tv^ax\\e\ "ixsa "Xstv^-^i- 
%nniofB aa far as the castenx 0\\4 ol \Vie WA'gS'. 
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F. Naclitrieb, Alfi-ed Gretli, and Jolui Weber, all Bi 
hi»d engiiieei's. It was iKlitiitted hy Naclitrieb, nnde 
that he was At the liridge at the time it was get oil fire 

These facte, taken iu eunnection with the fact that - 
Grclh and John Weber, two well-known raeii of lie 
and long connceted with the BroLherh(X>d, were knc 
have given orders at the com meiioei neat of the destr 
on Sunday "'ght, which was one coiitiiiuona riot fro 
o'clock until early next morning, make it concluaiv< 
the merabere <if the Brotherhood engineers, in Re 
were alone responsible fur the entire riot and ita diaa 
conBeqnonces in that city and vicinity. 

The passage thn>ngh Reading of coal trains is the 
feature of railroad businesfl at that iwint. These i 
iinniborlo»s trains are made np at I'alu Alto, some thir 
lailes to the uui-tli of the iiity, all tlie coal shipped I 
Philadelphia and I£cading Coal and Iiitn Company 
also by llie " eoal laterals," is forwarded throngh Re 
lo the great markets of the East beyond, and, from a 
palliation, the trains are compelled to pass through tl 
at a slow rate of E[>eed. 

Dnriiig the forenoon following the bridgG-bnmiiig, 
trains were intercepted in their passage through the c 
men jumping upon them, putting on the brakes, unt^ii 
the eai-s, and throwing i^r-links and pins away. WJii 
train, called thnnigh tliat locality the " biick-ralibit" 
fi-om the fact tlmt it stu^Hi at \i\Qry little station, re 
Reading, the engineer wad driven off, and the engine 
cJmigo of by Levi Rogers, a Brotherhood eiigiiieor 
tiK>k the engine to Chestnut Street and gave it in clia 
the foreman of the slwps, ostensibly for the purpose o 
vciiling destruction by the mob. Then the mob du 
coal fruui tlie loaded oara upon tlie tcocka to obsteu 
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In tlio meantime arrangements wei-e made with General 
Flcaeants, Cliief Engineer of tlio Plnladelphia and Heading 
Coal and Iron Company, to call the Coat and Iivin Police 
fiwn Pdttsville, by telegraph, and they were to be met ab J 
lieading by Cnptaiti Linden, of my foree, who was to i 
sunie command. 

About fonr o'clock the "np" and "down" passengecJ 
ti-ains meet at Heading. On the arrival of the "down" 
train it was stopped in tlie "cut," and the engineer, Michaels 
Caf!sidy, was ordered off. lie stated that it was a mail V 
train, and protested against leaving. Some of the crowdJ 
said that tike mail-car eonld go on, and jumped upon tli^J 
platform, to uncouple it from the remainder of the cai-B. J 
Cnssidy, however, had so arranged the air-brakes that tliojf 
conld not be unconpIcU. Alfred Gretli, the Brotheiliood -J 
engineer before referred to, told Caasidy to remain on the 
engine, that he would see that tlie train wont tlii'ough, but 
fie rtiiist not eoine back affair)-. The train, after some delay,, 
and after hacking np on the Bidc-trock, bo as to get past the 
coul un the tracks at Penn Street, passed on. 

I The Coal ami Iron Police arrived from Pottsville about 
six o'clock in the evening, and disembarked at the depot, 
bnt their train being taken posseseion of by the mob. Cap- 
tain Aldersou and a party of tun of the Coal and Iron Police 
made a splendid charge, and drove the mob away from the: 
platfunn. The train was started, but was stopped in tbd' 
" cut " by the mob. At that jtuint it was no longer uiidw 
the jirotection of the police. 
Wlien the expi-ess tmin leaving PliiladelphJa at aboati 
fonr o'clock in tlie afternoon, William Savacool engineer,' 
arrived at Chestnnt Street, the engineer was obliged I 
Blacken speed. He saw that the track was blockaded mth 
ooal, and an immense crowd was cong^ve^Vfti. ».\. *&iis;ss«)ia&. 
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lineil diaiiictGr, he ipnmcdiatuly ])iil on fiill gleam, 

ibicw tlie whistle, and rushed at the rate of forty milefl an 

iiir ()iroiigh the ohstriictioii?, Bcatleruig the uoal in all 

*! direutit'iis with such foit-e that many oE the rioters were 

knocked down by the ttying Iiitnpe. Itiit the mob, whiclt 

immediately clused in after the retiniig train, followed hitn 

to the depot, and, while oiling hie engine, ho was asssnlti.'d 

■!«nd terribly beaten, being uoinpolled to Uy for his lifo into 

I die doi)ot. 

A L-unsiiltation was held abont this time between Ifr. 
SJohn E. Wooten, General Manager of the Fhiladel[>b!H and 
Eeading Itailway, Geiirge F. Bacr, eoiineol of the company, 
and Captain Linden, of my foi-ue, who had come dnwu fmia j 
Fliihidelphia at a niarveloiia rale of speed on a email eiigina 
calletl the " Ariel," during whidi it was decided that Ca{>- 
tain Linileii «hoiild take charge of tlie Coal and Iron FoHeo, 
and make an effort to guard the car-&ho])B — those eoinjiria- 
ing the moet valuable projxMty of the company at Reading. 

(When this forec was aboat to leave the di^pot for that 
J)nriK>sc, the Fonrtli Fcmisylvania Volnntcer Militia was 
seen o^ming down the East Fenn, Rallntad ti-ncks towards 
iChe dejMit. They had eome fi-oin AMentown. and had 
Hdiglilod from tho cara at Temple, about fonr miles fmia 
heading, marching frani that point into the uity. General 
Heeder, who was in command, was informed of the Ci>al 
and Iitm Police's intention to protect tho shops, wherenjxin 
he decided to assmne protection of the dc|Kit. lie said that 
he was Ucterinined to release ihe train, which was still 
landing in the cnt. The Coal and Ii-on FoUt-.e tlicn took 
ssiun of the car-aiiope, and Genci'al li^teder, with hia 
sonunand, niarehed down tiic main tracks of the Fliiladel- 
Jjhia and Reading Itailmad, and directly into tho "cut," 
lustuid of pushing a |Kirtion of Id^ cinnmand down tbs 
lid another force OAvi.mi;'^\ t\ve ^^wt. 
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Tlie entire B)ince in tliis cut was packed by an excited and 

niigry inullitiido. Tlie Btieet nii either side of the walla was 

also tilled with riotera, men, wimion, and children. They 

actnally seemed to haiifj over the sidus of the walls, like 

beea iiixiri the edge cif a hive. The troops had no gfKitier 

gut into this narrow deliie than tliey were fiei-cely attactvcd 

hy the crowd on either side. Bricks, atones, cluhs, pieces 

of coal, and every conceivable missile that could be secni-ed 

I wero hulled npon them, the women among the riotere ap- 

Kpearlng to be more ferocious, if ]x>ssible, than the men. Tho 

KSuldiers were unable to retaliate ; and after numbers of the 

T (iroi>p8 had fallen, they suddenly fired, though without doing 

t.ianch damage, owing to the protection ofFeitKl the rioters by 

1 4116 walls. 

The ci-owd in front, however, in tho meantime, instead 
^lOf running away, had wedged themselves more densely into 
tlie " cut," in Oi-dcr to resist tho passage of tlie tnKips, who 
by this lime hod become ahnoet maddened by their helpless 
condition, and who, with a seeming sense of desporatioii, 
suddenly Jirod a heavy volley directly down Seventh Street 
into tlie mob. 

Tills had the effect of'cleftring the mob in front, but the 
rioters on eilher side continued their reckless attack upon 
them. Unf<irluuately, nnmbei-s of the city police had boeu 
stationed at the ci'ossing of Seventh Street fur the purpose 
of keeping it clear for vehicles, ami a number of these 
)ii>lice were struck when this volley was tired. 

The soldiers, having cleared tlie "cut," turned down 
Seventh Street, halted at the comer of Fifth and Penti 
Streets, re-formed, and then innrchcdout Fifth Street to the 
depot, where ihey halted for the night, leaving tho train 
just where it stood, and in no way uBecttng the condition of 
affairs in the cut, or altout the d«\ayc(V\.t«:\v\, «f.«R^\.' 
crt-aee the t'nry of the Tiiob. Aitev xXw Vvixi\&\v*^ "t**-"^'*^ 




to the depot, the hkjL having become maddened by the 
fniitlcsa resifitanee offoi-od, and from the large quantitieB of 
liqiioi", wliitih it is alleyod bad been freely distributed to 
ihem during the day by wiumbere of tho Bi-othorhood of 
Locomotive Engiiieere, now riiBhcd np Penn Street, and 
took immediate posBeeaion of the armory belonging to tho 
" Reading RiflcB," a local militaiy organization under Cap- 
tain Weinrlcb, and seized all the riScs at the armory, but 
lliey proved to be iiselesa, as some membors of the company, 
fearing tliis, had removed the ammunition. The rioters then 
made a rnsh for the car-cliops with the intention of burning 
them, after wliich they were to retire, for tlie purpose of 
extcnninating the miHtia, bnt, suddenly changing this plan 
from one of those freaks common to mobs, they tore np tiie 
i-ailroad tracks eonth of Penn and Seventh Streets, ran 
freight-care, h>aded with leaf tobacco, off' the track, de- 
Btiiiyed tlie switches at Cheri-y Alley, and robbed the care 
of their contents. This concluded the riotons demonstn^ 
tiuiia at Heading. 

On the next day, Tuesday, a general gloom settled over 
the entire city and community, owing to the unfortunate 
killing of Eo mauy portione. The mob became in a measure 
demoralized, and seemingly began to consider the coiise- 
qucncee of their rash acts. They remained about the 
deptit all day, bnt made no decided dcinoustrations. Noth- 
ing was done by the compaTiy during the day, the truins 
all remaining standing as they were ; but it is a notable 
fact that this was the only day, during the entire trembles at 
Reading, when passenger tragic was suspended. It is also 
worthy of reiiiaik that none of the employees of the Phila- 
delphia nnd RcHdiiig Railroad were known to have partici- 
pated in these riots. They were entirely the work of dis- 
charged Brotherhood engineers, the vaOiet Wtiifi d^'as*^^. 
Sremen &nd brakcinen, whom they \iaA <V&\'ii&.ft&. "«*»'''' '*»^^ 
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iii^f oiii ■' Jiti-iiig ttio troiibles in April previ.ins, and tlie 
Bymjiatbizors of both cWses, uf wlioni tliei-e were naturally 
a lnrf;e iiimtbcr. 

On llie same evening Mr. Baer, (iuiinsel for tlie companr, 
tolegi'aphcd Capt Linden, asking liiin if he would fiiinisli 
pi-olection to tiie repairmen if llioy could bo Bt-ciired to re- 
lay the trnuk early next morning. He promptly replied 
tliat lie would, and he at once detailed twenty-eight mem- 
bers of the Coal and Iron Police, armed with WiKciiestcr 
rifles. This organization hud done eiich effective ecrvlve in 
the ciial-rogionK during ihe Molly Mogniro troubles, tlmt 
they vrere respeuted and fc;ared, Ixith for their bravery and 
fidelity. Captain Linden was accompanied by CHptain 
Aldcrson, who bad so bravely repelled the mob at llio depot 
on Monday previous with but ten men. Thoy pnnsoiMlod to 
tlie cnmor of Sevonth and Peini Streets, on Wedneaday 
itioniing at five o'elo(rk, and in a eliort time the trat^kii were 
cleared of the eoal dumjied there by the rioteri), anil the 
rails relaid without annoyance or trunble. 

Thta ended the delay caused by the rioU in Beading, nnd 
the stoppage of paspenger-traiiiB was only fi-oni Monduf 
night luitil the following Wednesday morning. 

A great amount of ill-feeling was eubsoquciitly aroiisod 
in Reading by the atleinpt to ari-cst and punish strikcre and 
riotera, and it was a frc(pient occnci-enco to have the liand« 
iu the rail road -sliopa resist the apprehension of sueh pur- 
sons. 

The aiTOimpanying illustration will give the I'cader a good 
idea of such inetancutt, and shows where a desperate luau 
was taken by Chief Ciillen, reseiied by his eonirades, bnt 
released HJid turned over to the odieers on tlio promise 
being given the men that the person anxiBted should be well 
treated. 
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FtttTHER TRODBLEB IH TUK COAL BROtO] 

AiA through the great coal regions of Peniisvlvai 
strikera brought trouble and dismay euoiigh to fill 
dred voluiiiea, were they miitutolj recited. At Sc 
at Wilkesbarre, at Shenandoah, at Plyinowth, at Ilf 
and at a score of other im^)ortaiit and unimportant 
the wild wave of tnrbulcni-e rushed upon and beat th 
rant and diBaffeet^d niinere and their sympHthizoi 
relentless fury. 

A recital of the troiihles at one or two of these 
will BuSiee for all, as they were almost precisely 
thrtinghont the entire section. That vast body of in 
jjloyed, and unemployed, in thia grimy lal>or sceina 
foi-ever in actmdition wlicro strikhtg and violence are 
njMin as a weluoine sort of change and diversion. W 
troubles elsewhere for an excuse, and the gi-owliDj 
inntteriiigs of the trainmen nearer home to give tl 
vided excuse more real force and might, they went ii 
fight against what they always have assumed to b 
oppressors, the great coal companies, with aa much g 
fervor, and quite as much ignorance, aa the cru&adei 
to llie holy wai-e. 

Although the agitation and riots, brought about 
section by the great strikes of '77, were begun at : 
period than at alniost any other i>oint so affected, 
also trne that they continued longer, and were injt 
beginning of 1S78 yet wKoW^ c^yuetoi. "^Vx* ^»j&» 
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no particnlar feature of the great strikci, but luiiiga more 
foruiljly to piibliu notice tlie intensity of the feuds existing 
between laborera and their employers in thid terribly dis- 
tracted and at all times turbulent regiun. 

Dy July 29tb, the labor crisia in the entire Lackawanna 
Valley seemed to have nearly appniaeheil. The second 
week previons, upwards of one hundred and fifty thousand 
tons of coal had been shipped to the market. The week 
previous to, and including, that date, not a tenth part of 
that quantity had been sent out, and, during the subsequent 
twd weeks hai-dly a train-load was dispatched. 

All the miners of the Delaware and Uiidaon Canal CtHn- 

pnny discontinued work on Saturday, Jul}' 28th, and those of 

the Pennsylvania Coal Company were thrown nut of work 

the next day by the destruction of the "head-btmse" oE 

" No, 5 plane," and a bridge, by fire. This '■ head-house," 

wliieh was located in the wtwds, just east of Scrauton, was 

burned about three o'clock in the morniug by a band of 

, over one hundred aimed men, who took the watchman front 

[ his watch-hoiue, ga^<rcd him, bound him to a tree, and then' 

I fired the "head-house," around which they danced and 

|i shouted in fiendish exultation, like a pack of demons, us the 

I flames ])i"ogresscd. Then the Ijiidf^ was taken in Land 

I ftud served likewise. This wanton business threw the road 

[ idle fram Hawley east as far as Pittsbui'g. The men at 

« mines were working on full time and sliipping thirty 

I thousand tons of cjal each week. Neither had any demand 

I been made for an increase of wages. 

By Sunday, July 29th, not a mine in this great coal-produ- 

► oing valley was being worked, and all were fast filling witli 

water, liuw much of a disiister tliis is to coal companies 

be seen from tLe fact that in 1868 the Diamond 

\. Colliery was idle thi-ee days for tlie tapavi: wl Vvsi wxw^v.v.n'^^i 

KjHw7 it took eight months, and ecet A\\vt,^ \\\o\is«.\\4. i"^' 
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U\ jtiimi> out tho water which bad a«ciimiiUt«ii in th: 
time. 

On Satunlay a gang of aix hundred miiiere siirpri! 
stopped a coal-traiii un i\\q Delaware and Uiidsmi re 
fi>ri;ed tlie men to abandon it. On the iiest day it 
that the whole ijestion of vonntry for a hnndred ti 
cither direction frum Scraiiton had been ntterly g- 
to tlio lawless and fiendish elements; bnt on Munda 
was a sudden collapee of tlie strike along the Dc 
Laukawaiina, and Western road, after a week's siegi 
of the men retnming to work at tlieirold wagea. TI 
morning Mayor MeCuiie, whosu detenniriation and 1 
snbsei^uently cume near costing hiiu hie life, Bent ' 
the executive uonimittee of tlio railroad strikers tlia 
must be resumed over the road the next morning, 
the presence and use of troops were neueesary to 
plish that resnlt. 

Aaioniingly tlie men called a meeting at one t 
when a decision to allow trains to run was reaehei 
almuBt iinaniiiions vote, and in a few lionrs a pas 
train was dtflpatcbcd for N^orthnrnbcrland amid the 
sal rejoiuing of the inhabitants. This train was \ 
along the ronte by gi'eal crowds, although no rioleot ■ 
Btralioiis were made. 

But llie end was not yet. 

In sntili a seelioii of country as Ibis, the import! 
oven overwhelming element in ageneral strike is ooi 
of the thdueands upon tbousivnds of minej's. They i 
fiiini tifteen to twenty thousand in this valley aloi 
when they learned that the railrtiad employees hai 
up the strike, no language could express the hitterm 
hatred with whieli they denounced them. 

All of this Jintrcd and bitterness onbidimtod on V 
day, A»gi\&t Isl, when the i\\*a.SotU.w *'Aw?,\s'n^ 
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the cify, and tlie eonselesB and nui-casouing stniggle of 
laLor agnitiHt capital, brought forth riot and death. 

The great masa <)£ Jiiinei-s and other workuigmen on 
strike, dissatisfied over their defeat and Chagrined at the 
faut that many of thoir fellows were returning stealthily to 
work, i-eaolvcd on making a grand demonstration to Biistaiii 
their waning influeTice and bniwlieat the authorities, who 
were quietly hut Bitrely getting tlie u]ii>er hand and coin- 
petHiig a return of decenuy and onler. 

Accordingly a great mass-meeting was held on the morn- 
ing of the day mentioned in Ihe snbnrbB of the city, at which 
between five and six thousand men were present. The criti- 
cal situation was discnsscd by lialf-cnizy s^tcakers. Speech^ 
In the interest of order were received in sullen silence. 

Finally an anonymous letter was read which produced 
the wildest excitement. It stated that the assertion had 
been made by W. W. Scranbm, Ksq., Genenil Superinten- 
dent of the Lackawanna Iron and Coal Company, that he 
, would soon have these thousands of mineis by the throat 
t and where they would be only tw» glad to work for tbirty- 
* five cents a day. No more wanton and cruel a bo was ever 
constructed, but it had the desired effect. It set thew 
L ah-cady excited and unreasoning fellows in a hiazu of rage 
I and frenzy. The wildest confusion followed. Several 
I repirtors who wei-e found in the emwd wore attacked, in 
Bome instances beaten, and all their notes wei-e captured and 
desti-oyed. 

This seemed to whet the appetite of the mob, and sud- 
denly the vast assoniblago separated into two squadti and 
Iproi«eded to the machine-shops, foundries, and furnaces of 
ihe Lackawamia Iron and Coal Company, assaulting and 
driving away a number of men and boys who were n.t «>■»:<*., 
They then rushed to the Delaware, lj!Lii\«i.>«aA\wiJ.w.\\'^ ■a*' 
gm oai-shops. The worUmon lUcve 'wevt yW\v^-*'«''>^" " 
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and fled in terror, but not before some of Uiein had 
terribly beaten and otherwise injiiied. 

During the attempted Bettlemcnt of the tronbles st' 
Scranton and vicinity, Mayor MuCiine had been nnceaaing 
in his vigiUnoc and cffoite to bring abont a restoration of 
peai;e, without conflict. He had even declined the nse of 
the military Bometime jireviously tendered by Governor 
Haitranft. Bnt among the conflicting and vicious elements 
necessary to be controlled there had gmwn np a bitter aiii- 
luoeity towards him, for the reason tliat all criminally 
reckless men natiii-ally hate an otHcer whose honesty and 
bravery eompels him to oppose them. So that when he 
api^earcd iiiKtn the scene he was everywhere greeted viii 
jeers and hisse!>. Every effort he could make or word he 
ntter was wasted. IIo was qnickiy driven from the gi 
in the inoet violent manner. Uapiwning to meettiio 
^athcr Dunn, of St. Vincent's Cathedral, the latter 
hini by the arm to protect liim. Wiiile thus passing aloi 
the priest saw the mob wildly following a man whom 
members were stoning terribly. He 8top[>ed with tlie Maj 
to beg for the protection of the poor fellow, and the two 
immediately surronnded by the howling oi'owd. Soon 
appealing words of tlie priest were lost in the surroundii 

I din and yells of tlie rioters. 
The Mayor tlien further endeavored by all 
power to quell the pandemonium, which only i-esulted 
the mobs being distracted fi-cjni other deadly intentioua 
wreak their vengeance uj>ou him. Half a dozen bi 
i-nftians rushed npou him. lie struggleii valiantly wil 
them, and Father Dunn bravely sprang to his rescua Birt' 
the rioters, despite this, were not to he deterred from theii 
ninrderouB work. In the rush which followed, Mr. Lilly, 
A hiaber boss in the e\np\o5 oi die Delawave, Lackawai 
«nd Western shops, was bvutaW^ Xicaien. 
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Mayor HuCime was liu»tled about feai-fuUy for a i&x 
moments, the brave and gciicroas Father Dunn eevoral 
tiiiios throwing himself budily between him aitd iipmiiied 
dubs whiuh for a time were stayed by theee act^ of heroism j 
but finally, Mayor McCune was striioli a terrible blow on 
the liead by a club in the hands of one of the ruflians. 
This was followed by another blow more stnniiing than the 
lii'st. Ho staggered and fell, and, with him, Father Dunn, 
who was 8till bravely attempting to pivjtect him, 

BKnkI flowed freely from the Mayor's head and faee, and 
the brutal mob continued kiukiiig and beating him, and 
shouts soon went up fmni the crowd: "The Mayor is 
killed ! The Mayor is killed ! " This alarmed those in the 
immediate vicinity, who fled, and the Mayor was allowed to 
escape to a near drug store where his wonndit were di'essed. 
A portion of the crowd then lifted Father Dunn fnini the 
ci'owd and bore him l>udily away to a place of safety. 

At this moment there was seen marching down Lacka- 
wanna Aveime, fi-om the company's store, a iiody of armed 
men with re]^>eating rifles and fixed bayonets. It was a 
jKisse which had been some time previously organized by • 
the Mayor, and they were now coming to his assistance, iit 
his reqnest. They saw him bleeding at the street corner, 
as they croBsed Waahington Avonnc, Jnst as they were 
approai'hing him for iu«trnetions, the mob attacked them 
furiously. A large cmwd had also followed them, and 
began firing pistols upon them from behind. The cotnpany 
immediately wheeled about and fired. Some aimed over 
ihe crowd, and othera fired with fatal eS'eet killing four 
men and wonnding otliers. 

The mob broke and fled in every direction ; hnt the com- 
pany kept on firing wherever they could see a tbi'caXe,\\\v.^ 
croH-d, and these volleys comp\et«\y ni iX\o feU«vN». A 
rioters. The ^liatitl^- picture prc&culcd w.V'^u ^^.Vi «A-^e»'^ * 
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the mo'i fled was hoirihlo. On the comer near the drug- 
Btore wlioie Major McOiirie lind his wounds dressed, lay & 
iniLii with tlie tnp of hie head torn oif ^nd hie blood and 
hraina scatlcriKl on the sidewalk. Three othere in the 
middle of tlie etrcct weiti struggling in the last ngonics of 
dentil ; and large nnnibei's of wounded were being carried 
into drug-stores, or to their homes, by their friends. 

This ended the bl^HHlsIiod ai>d riot at Scranton. On tho 
next day, Ueneral Brhiton with three thonsand ti-oops, who, 
from llieir ex|>erienfes at Pittshnrg and elsewhere, were in a 
condition of ft'eliiig whiuli woald jiermit uf no trifling, ar- 
lived ill tho city, and immediate and efFoctive ineasnrca 
wore taken to pnt down tho terrible lawlessness and dis- * 
order whieh seemed everywhere ranigtant. Notwithataiid- 
inir the Wunnde of the Mayor, his biavery \M\er deserted 
liitn, and on Krid-ty, the ^9tli, at the head of a }M>sse, ho 
compelled the closing of the saloon^, lli'mgh every mam 
of threat Hgainsl ti is life was being conlimniUy made. Tlie 
trunbles eontinncd at this place and vicinity for sevcml 
weeks, breaking ont with lessening degrees of intensity, 
nnlil finally qnictod as inneh as it seems lube possible to 
quiet this reckless elass of workingtnen ; bnt this mneli was . 
only accomplished by tlie constant menace of lai^ bixliea 
of militia that wei-c Knally folluwftd l>y the rognlnr troo|)B, 
wlio«e presence everywhere during these lamentable oecur- 
rences commanded complete respect. 

Cy Saturday, July iisili, Wilkcsbarrc, Pa., was also com- 
paratively in a state of siege. It was suinnmdcil by thon- 1 
sands of minei'S and railroad strikers, wlio hnng hIkmiI the 
mines and dejwLi ready for ()arri(npati<>u in any fricas that 
might be pivuipitatcd, and viiried this anmscnient liy in- 
sntting respectable citizens and phinderiugtvu^ ^.w^ «s^«v^ 
plaw) which wa.9 left iniguardcl. tV\\ft ft\«X\i& «t "iNww^ 
v'liliiiiici} nntii tim Wednesday f oWoNVm^. wVtvv ^^ '^'«^*"' 
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iaA paseeiiger traing were stopped in a most brutal and 
riotoiiB manlier, t^iieral bloodshed only being prevented 
from the fact tliat the mob was peruiittod t'l u'liollj' have • 
its own way. 

In the meantime troops mider Governor Ilartranft had 

nrrived, but lliey had no noticeable effect npon the vast 

crowds of miners, who went wliere tliey liked, and did as 

they pleased. IlliiBtrative of this insolence of the mol^ 

^L|Aras a gigantic meeting of the niincrs held ut D»na's Gro^e, 

I^K beautiful piece of wuodland, a short distance from the 

^ city. On Angnfit 4th, fully six thonsand of these daring, 

i-eckleea fellows proceeded to this grove, where they hold a , 

general indignation meeting, aired tlieir griei-ancos, and 

t-iinpndently pent messengers to Mayor Loctmis, and Sheriff 
fil'kiiidall, demanding to be informed why the military 
liras at Wilkesbarre and vicinity, threatening peaceful work- 
iitgmen like themselves. They then relumed to the city, ■ 
inarching tlirongh the streets with bands of miiBJc, insolting • 
everybody opon' the streets, stoning any and every party , 

I that might happen to arouse their ire, and in every other 
j^ay possible endeavoring to provoke a conflict with the | 
kiHzcns and the troops. ' 

} But no further notable tronblc occnrre*J. Among the 
many interesting features of the strike in tlic vicinity of 
Wilkesbarre was the constant forcing of men, who wore 
willing to work, frem the mines. Great crowds of ruftians, 
hundreds of whom had never done a day's honest work in ' 
their lives, armed with pistols, bludgeouB, and knives, < 
would proceed to a shaft, and then, in Falstatltan pomposity, 
pass resolutions of condemnation upon loiue-owners, rail- 
load companies, and all capitalists, when they would ap- 
point a committee to descend the slvaft atii •j,\&s.t "C^si 
laborers witLin the mine to il'iaiMiulXnue wotV, cit\ \^\'w. "^ 
etoppiug the piiiiipB and fao». Tiwiefe aX '«'>«'^ ^'^ V^w^ 
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\- biw mm^h danger Iaj' in tJitft threat, and all tlic c&nrle of tlia 
minini)^ " boBsea " to keep them at work were of no avail. 

At Piymoiitli, tilie atrikei-s secured the reputation of 

being more persistent and vituperative tlian at any othe]- 

p(Hnt within the State of PounBylvania, save at Pittsbiii^. 

Pljniunth is situated juRt auiues the river f mm Wilkesliarre, 

I uid IB the real eenter of the vast poasessions of tiie Lelii^h 

I -and Wilkesbarre Coal ComiMiny, whicli is itself the piiip- 

I ierty of the New Jersey Central Railroad Company, The 

I ieompany has in the Bunoundini^ Wyoming valley about 

l^^'enty breakers, and eight thousand mineiu are employed, 

[.3'hese turbulent fellows give dii-eetiun to publie feeling en 

1 4f;1l qut'stions uonuerning labor or other inattera, and the 

ianlt was that when the excitement cimecrniiig the general 

iToubles reached this region, every miner turned out, ooii- 

jjfregated at Plymouth, and, althnngh they made ho ti-onble 

$11 tlio town it«elf, its entire inhabitants being in (dosa syin- 

atliy witli tlie mobSjCvory devilish device which iusjenuity 

inld suggest was brought to boar oil crippling the railroad, 

|nd partieiilarly brought into rofpiisitioii against jicrniitting 

^e troops to pass through tho place to the tnrbitlent jtointa 

Kjjond. Travks were lorn up, lorjiedoea were placed under 

iis wore piled acrasa tracks, switches were spiked, 

i j^Iid every imaginable obstrnetioTi created. These eiyinipB 

iievcr made a decided stand and invited a tight, but did 

[ jt^ioir work covertly and then disperBod ; but they met 

I'rathcr iwiigh usage on tlie inurning of August 2d, 

On that morning a train loaded with troops — nearly ono 
i^thoneand of the soldiers sent by (Jovartiur Ilartmnft 
rom Pittsburg on his famous flank movement, whiuli 
hvenlually ended the riotous ti-oublaa in Pennsylvania — 
wstied up the Lackawanna and l!luoniebni-g road on iuw«i 
Q Scranton. At both KingsUiiv ai\4 N.vowX^C^-a \Tvj^i'^«i>w^ 
Kiirred, .inrf when rivi[lO\\U\ WM tc^A\v.& ■&\«. '\s'^«*e^ 
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were fired iijxm, mid wonnd] 
effective st Plyinoiitli, and t 
iiiiinediattily after tlio train j 
vado of tlie riotefd iit tliis i>oin 

And tlma tiie B{)int of i 
over this seemingly iK^cui'sodl 
Muncli Oliiink, at llozcUon, at 
cii leas inipnrlant pliusea, tlie 
ininers and their 8yin)>atliizci-e, 
wliicli has pni-sued tlio same u 
lliat they van only liold their ( 
by pcriodiuiil aiinruhy and riol 
tragedy which forever bind the 
i^niirant furgiiig. Thoy prosoi 
times presented, tlic pitiable pi 
and riLgc uf tlieir owii nnivitig 
work and tiikiij 
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the diBcuBsion of the troubles coiiseqiieiit ni>oii tho greut 
Bti'ikes, this i&ut has been overlooked. Our great cities 
above all tliinga need strong police forces. Then head theiif 
with bruve and honest oflieei's, anj I'etnove them irrevocably 
fivim corrupting political intlncncos, and wlien riot and tiir- 
bnlenee raise their iigiy iieads, honest men and decent cili- 
Kcns will find that they have a protection, and not a weuk- 
negs, in their midst. 

I do not say that the jwlice forces of these cities have 
i-enclicd the degree of purity and independence snggested, 
but it is certain tiiat they havo been made sti-ong iu niun- 
bers, very perfect in organisation, ready and quick fi-oni 
most excellent discipline, and effective and jKiwerful fi'oin 
being led by fearless and cxperiemwd oHicerB. No other 
reason can he given why Pbiladeltilna and New York 
eaca]>ed the disgraceful scenes enacted in almost every otlier 
place of any importance north of the Ohio River. 

Although groat excitement bad existed in Philadelphia 
fiiim tlie very beginning of the ti-oublea at Pittsburg, the 
strike proper did not reach the city until July 22d. At six 
o'clock that evening it bad extended ahing the line from 
Pittsburg to this city, and coupled with this movement was 
the joining of the New Tork Division jieople with their 
lirethi-en of tho main line. Everything was done very 
(jnietly, but the men seemed determined to make the com- 
pany as much ti-ouble aa poesiblc. A special train liad 
brought Major Btokely's family fi-om Long Branch the day 
pi'evions, hut the ci-ew had "struck" as soon as thoy had 
reached Wcat Philudulpbia. 

The railroad officials were not much excited on account 
of the strike bore, as it bad been expected, and came quietly 
and wilhont any turbulence on tho part of the tiaiivvTOf-v,., 
wlio suddenly became vei-y disctcel \i\\e\\ 'iX've'j \«.i».x\iR,?i Vvns 
ire// the aiitiiontiea were pvepavwii tu T6U4\>)«i iNx-ivsv- Ns-x *!• 
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m tilid. Colonel Scott iiover for oiio moment sM-orvod 
m his original purpose, Mie foreeiglit and wisdom of 
icii no thinking biisinese man can qncetion, to place the 
ilire roajMinsilnlity of pii>9orvinj» the jieaue and oporatinjf 
a Pennsjrivania Ccnti-al road in safety, npon the city antl 
taiti a I It! lor it ice. I^wloee citizens of the Stnle hud taken 
lit possession of llie road and llie cimiitaiiy'a property. 
t power besides that of the State was competent, or 
Knild be eom]>elled,to rolnrit itS 
From six o'clock iiiilil dark the strikere were apparetitly 
inairtive. The vast crowds that had uollected at tliu spacIon« 
do]iot dnring the day — surging hack and foilh about the 
I groitnds, and rushing inttt and out of tho nest of BahK>na on 
■ Karket StroL-t opjxisile— had liiially dispensed nntil bnt a 
I Jew remained. It was ttioiight that they had goau to their 
[koines, and the authorities began to congratulate themseK-es 
wAat the storm would pa^t over the city without leaving its 
^iRmlructirt) trail. In this they were mistaken ; for, although 
the ]>olice had so well gnai-ded the approaches to the depot 
and tracks tliat none except working employees and depot 
attaches had been permitted to jmss the cordon, with the 
darkness the crowd of strikcra and rif-raff began to gather 
thickly n[MMi tho hlnffs, and shortly after open acts o£ vio- 
lence were begini. 

It was deliMinined to strip overythiiig npon the road, save 
khixingh mail ti-aitis, not even shifting-engines being allowed 
B run. Engine No. 435 was attached to a train of nine oil- 
tsars, with tanks filled, destined for llarri^burg. AVIicn the 
1 was about starting, it was sun-oundod, and tlie engineer 
I was told that he must not move it. At the same time tho 
locomotive was unconplcd fmm the cars and returned to 
the round-house. At about nine o'clock the Soiilliera Ex- 
press left tile depot, but had \)«icceded oiil^ a shoi-t dietanua 
IbrAr/i it was also aiirrortnAci nwi slvivv^"^- T^^«- «v^^w*«» 
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Btated that he only intended to take the train with his lnco-* 
motive, which was a sliiftiiig-engine, as far as Thirty-third 
Street, where the regular engine would bo attached. The 
Btrikcre allowed the traiu to pass, but informed the engineer 
tliat no more shifting-eiigineB would he permitted to run, 
eitlier inside or outside of the yai-ds, Tliis engine nhortly 
returned, and its tires were raked out, which placed a final 
einbai^ upon matters here. 

Meanwliilo, the crowd upon the high bhiff above the 
Iraclts had Ijeconte lai^r and more viciona and boisterous. 
There were but few policemen at this point, and they were 
powei-less to control the inob. Large torpedoes wei-e placed 
on the mils, exploding as the mail trains passed, and iiicreas' 
ing the general excitement. 

The iu'lice several times endeavored to drive back the 
limb, Itiit bad not sutHutent force at band, and wei-e event- 
ually coni|)elIed to retire, when Chief of Police Jones 
ordei-ed reinforcements sent to the point. Wlien these had 
arrived, Captain Cnrry, who was in command of tlie 
squads, called out in a loud voice: "Gentlemen, you will 
have to leave that bank! This place must be kept 
clear I " 

The crowd, which by tJiis time tinmhcred about five hun- 
dred, only refijKinded by derisive jells and jeere. Captain 
Onriy told his men to stand firm, preparatory to giving 
them orders to charge on the mob, when, luckily, Lieutenant 
Schoolly, of the Seventeenth District, snddenly appeared in 
the rear of the mob. This was the signal for another chorus 
of yells, and the crowd then began stoning the police in both 
directions. 

"At them with your olnbs!" shouted Captain Cnrrj. 
The policemen drew their macee and <-Jiarged uy the b.\V.V 
upon the rioters, handling lW\r «\w.\ia ws \\^«ws«^"5 *sA. 
vffcctirely that the atrikera, aileT a ^"'rt. »»^ -iH^to*"* 
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resistaoue, tiiially bn>ke and tied over the bliil 
tho etroeU of Wc-at Pluladelliliia. 

No arreate wcro itiude, tlio nfficei-s deeming that course 
ill-ailviBei], as it would only cause bitterness and fiirllier 
excitenient among tiie strikers. Tlicy 6im|jly iiit a head 
wherever lliey could find one belonging to a striker. 

Karlier in tlie evening, after the stoppin*:; of the sliifting- 
engines, nearly two hmidi-ed of the etrikci-a proceeded to 
the New York freight shops, at Thirty -eighth and Pahncr 
Streets, where about fifty men were at work, Tlieae were 
violently driven fn>m the buildings, oud the fires put out. 
Tho shops lower down would have been similarly treated, 
bnt, as it was Sunday, there were watchmen about. These 
Beenes of diaoi-der were followed by placing nearly three 
hiitidred ]>oIiuemGii along the top of the heights, stretcbhig 
fiipin Oallowhill Street bridj^e on the west side of the road. 
The grirn Hie of policemen, with necoiitremcnts glittering 
in tlie tnotmliglit, etood along tlic brow of the hilt, iiiasiers 
of the situation, but momentarily anticipating grave dis- 
turhaneea. When parties of fi-om a half doxen Ui fifty were 
ordered to " move on," they would comply in such u wolfish 
-wtty that the greatest palicmxi and giKid judgment were 
rctpiired to prevent collisions, 

" Oh, wo won't reaii^t, we won't 1 We ain't got no rocks in 
our [MHikets, Wd ain't! Oh, no!" they would slioiit at the 
polii-e, in a way that made some of the officers tremble for 
consequences should active tri)ublc occur. But fortunately 
the night passed without not, and in the early morning the 
place hml the apitearaueu of a tranquil camp, for here and 
there along the tracks and at the edge of the bliilf could be 
seen p«jlice on their beats, thiek as soldiers on duty, and 
intervals relief squads strotehcd out uii the grass or ui^i 
boards, as soundly snoring a» l\\ou^\v Sw'ffeSvx ii-«\\\«S*^ 
On this nioniiiig it was iewAoi \>^ QAiVwt\ ^^**S 
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a+-; THE STRIKE AT PHILADBLPUIA. 

Mtij'or Stokely to have the moving of fi^ight. Itej^iin, but 
Biicli mciiauing crowds gallierd ut Calluwbill Street bridge, 
witli the evident deterininatioii to opjxise it, timt the eseru- 
tiiiiL (if tills iilan was abandoned until General Hancock 
Blioiild bave arrived with regular ti-oops. By ten o'clock 
the molt had tricrcaeed until it mimbered nearly a thousand 
pei'soiis, and its laembei's began forcing their way in u^xiii 
the bridge and upon tite cordon of police in eo threatening 
a manner that Chief Joiiiis, who, with Captains Wood and 
Ileins, was upon the ground, ordei-ed the crowd ta disperse. 
Tills command not being obeyed, tlto police charged on the 
crowd and pitilessly clnbbed its members until tbey fled in 
every direction. 

It Iiad been something of a mystery to the antlniritica, 
during the morning, what had become of the main liody of 
strikerB, w, the crowd at Callowhill Sti-ect was composed 
chiefly of vagaboiid Iwys and idle ruflians, but their movo- 
inonls l)ecauie known between ten and eleven o'clock, when 
thcclangof lire engines was heard and clouds of dense smoke 
wereseenasceudingfrom the lower end of the city. Thetoi-eli 
had been applied at last. The strikei-s had tired an oil-train, 
part of which consisted of tlio care which had been stopped 
on the previous night, but had been taken in the morning 
to a point on the Junction Xliiad near South Street bridge, 
and just opposite the almBhouBe, To the original train had 
Ikjou added a large number of cara from the West Chester 
Ri>ad. the whole string extending over nearly a quarter of a 
mile of track. Six fire-engines were promptly on the ground, 
under the pei-sonal supervision of the Chief Engineer, but 
it waa almost im|>os8iblo to stay the flames, owing to the 
groat difliciilly, from the intense heat, of getting near the 
tire, and also from the fact that the entire supply of water 
had to he falceri from the Schuylkill River. Four hnndi-ed 
jiilice funned a Imllow gt^uave a.TOvii\A \\\« \iM.v\\wi \."c»\\ 
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&iid with difticiilty protected tlic tircmeii fi'oiii the riiiHaua 
who pi'cdomiiiated in the crowd of neaily ten thousand ex- 
cited people tliat em-ged bftck and forth with a sCi-onjj; deter- 
uiiimtioii to prevent tlie use of the engines, if it were jK>?si^j 
b!o, Bnt, as in every other iiiBtnnce in Philadelphia, thag 
]>oli(;e wore on Land in eneti lar^ numbers, and bo cffeubJ 
ively ofliuered, that tho strikers dai-cd not interfere. FdOir^ 
box and two tank care, all laden with oil, wera ueueBearilgrl 
lt)ft to the ftanies, tlic heat was of biioIi a terrible inteneitj^ J 
The wooden tanks in the bux-cara heiu;; open, no exploBionil 
was expected from them, and none came, but when tliM 
fliinies at length reached one of tho imn tanks, there was a 
Btiiniiiitg explosion that sliook the enrtli, and a column iif 
blazing oil shot np into the air to a dietance of at least fifty 
feet, and in its doaeeiit aomo of the bnrning flnid plashed 
into the faces and over the persona of two of the tircmeii^ 
burning them terribly. It was wilh the utmost difficnltf^ 
that the fire was confined to tho car-a, but a general eoiifl 
gmtion, which the fiendish incendiurios had intended, v 
finally averted. 

The fii-et i-cgnlar ti-oopa arriving in the city came from 
Baltimore, where tliey bad been on duty for tlii-ee days 
previous, just after noon, and couaiated of one hundred and 
twenty-five marines, under command of Lieutenant-Coluiisl j 
Haywai-d and General IlHiieock. They reached the cit/H 
two o'clock, being followed during tlie afternoon and n!gl 
by aevei-al hundred regulars. No other evunta of i 
tauce occurred in Philadelphia on Monday. 

By noon of Tuesday llio force on duty in thia city, anct' 
which could l>e relied on to maintain tho public safety, was 
divided as followB : 1,400 armed policeuien; 400 armed tire- 
men ; 700 United States regular troope, with batterica; 
12.T marines; 2,000 special poli<;n\\\e\\,*."«t.«\\'vft.\*.'t\».%'*^^ 
da/; the Teteran Corps, iimveascA to ^W vtviaw, Ndcis»\j*» 
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KWhii imd enlisted to form a regiment of 1,000 " emergency" 
Lmeii ; and five conipanira of the Grand Anny of tlie Re- 
E'palilic. ijcsides tliie, Mayor Stokcly was aiillioriEed to 
TilacrcaHe his epccial jmlice force to 1,000 men, wliieli made 
■^ foree of upwards of 7,000 fighting men, well armed and 
Teqnip|)ed. 

(iovcnior Hartranft arrived in Philadolpliia Wednesday 
afternoon, and quietly set to work arranging mallei's for 
his campaign, wJiicti comprised a great sliow of troops at 
Pitlebnrg and the eiibseqiiont handling of miittei's in the 
coal it'gionR. IIo was greatly assisted liy Colonel Scott, who, 
it is worthy of remark, showed most wonderful energy dur- 
ing the troiililes, never for a single moment leaving the West 
Philadelphia Depot, where lie remained night and day, so 
long as there existed the slightest posaibiJity of trouble. 

The first spilling of blood, during the strike in Philadel- 
phia, i-esuhing in death, happened near tlie North Pennsylva- 
nia Dei>ot on Tliui'sday evening. A mass meeting of strikers 
^WBe Iield at Fourth and Perks Streets, and the efforts of tl.a 
jvilice to disperse the emwd and bi-cak up the meeting, 
'vliieli was becoming a dangoi-uns one, ended in the killing 
of one rioter and the wounding of several riolei-s and jK)li(je- 
men. In this instance the police were comjwiled to fire 
npon the meml)erB of the mob, who bad savagely resisted 
the attempts made to disjjerse tlicm, attacking the police 
l>oth with stones and fire-arms. In every instance in Phila- 
delphia where a mob was attacked, there waw eo offcclivo a 
liandling of the |>ol ice that there was no hailing nntil tlie 
work had been tliomnghly done, and the last man showing 
resistance clubbed from the streets, or into submission. 

Riotous ci-owds leai'n these things qnickly, and the result 

is that their courage ocizea away in just the pro|>ortion 

that the iH>lice force shows itself determined and even 

WBoet iiiejciieasly iKsreisteia ■\u \\ie et.niiw'iw'ft. ol &\\\-^- ^i«- 
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binately Pliiiadelphia had, and Las, this kind of aififTO?^ 
End for this reason, and no other, tliat city escaped with tho 
few ripplcB of disorder mentioned, bo trifling as to hardljr 
deserve re<;ord. 

The tliorongh and niagnifieent preparations made by 
the Firat Division of the New York Slate Mititia and the 
New York City police ulieuked the threatened disorder in 
that eity at the very outset, and left nothing whereon 
to hang tiie slightest fear or expectation of an outbreak. 

Some trepidation was felt as to the result of the monster 
ntniis-tnecting which was called by tlie choice spirits of the 
comniuniets, to be held at Tompkins Sqnare on AVediiesday 
evenhig, July 25th. Aa no opportunity had been given the 
rougher elements to get force and headway by these turhti- 
Icnt gatlierings, the communists, nndor the loadoreliip of 
Jnstns Schwab, a saloon-keeper, John Swinton, a news- 
|niper writer and general agitator, and David Oiinroy, a 
mik stirrer up of political strife in a small way, had deter- 
mined to hold an ont-door meeting to air their grievances, 
and the city authorities had concluded to j>erinit it, partly to 
ascertain the temper of the classes fr<im whom trouble was ' 
expected, and partly for the purpose of making the fight, if 
one had to como, so decisive that the mercileasness of their 
beating would teach them the lesson of compliance to law 
fcnd order at a time when it so much needed to bo taught. 

Jnstns Schwah called at Police Headquarters and intima- 
ted to Genci-al Mmith, President of the Board of Comniis- 
sioiicre, that it would be just as well to keep the police 
away from the meeting, as his followere might become infu- 
riated by the sight of the blue-coats and exterminate them. 

The doughty General promptly replied that tlie custom 
of sending policemen to preserve order and await contin- 
gencies at all public meetings would not be 4ev\HLt&'itt««v_ 
in /his instance, whereupon Mr. fttiV-Kvio 'k*s> ftiwiveww. •: 
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wii!^ jn*t lu)W cliise liidv wouUI be Btutioticd. Cut 
iy," as tlie Gciicrnl \& cnlied, was not to Ijc caught nap' 
ping ill tliat way, and i-alher tartly resixMided that he 
t at liberty to give the exact distance in feet and iiiebi 
I -and tlie great comiimnistic leader departed, giving vent to' 
I'BiiMued iniittci'ings. 

By a wise pi-ovieioii uf the laws of New York State, is 
case of Iiisnrretition, or expected outhreak too formidable; 
for tlie Polioe Department to eontrol, that departmeut ii 
authorized to call njwii the military without any unneces- 

»-«iry hitcrventioii of "red tape," and the Fii-st DivisioD 
fState Guards, under General Slialer, was put in readuiess to 
iftvt in prompt and hearty unison with the tx)lico. 
The Police Conimieeioncrs and Snperintendent Walling 
disposRd of the force at their command in a very ereditable 
ntanuer; for while large l>odieB of pati-ulmen covered 
thrcuteutid points, no paH of the city was left unguarded. 
The forces covering Tonipkiiis Square were distributed as 
fallows: Mounted sijund and monntud patrulmcn fmm np- 
. town precincts, under Sergeant Rovell, at the Eighteenth, 
I .Ward Market, foot of East Seventeenth Street ; three liuu- 
r^dred patrolmen at the Sevcnteonth Precinct Station Uoubq, 
r of Fifth Street and Firet Avenrw, Inspector Murray 
x>nnniinding; two hundred patt'olmen at the Eighteenth 
Precinct Station Uousc, Twenty-second Street, under lu- 
spector Thome ; one hundred and sixty men at tlie Elev- 
enth Precinct Station House, commanded by Captain Al- 
lati'ej and one hundred men in reserve at Police Ilead- 
qnarlera, under Captains Iledden and Gunner. 

A glance at the map of New York will reveal thestrength 
of tlie position taken hy the police and the impoEsibility of 
any crowd peni'tratiTig beyond llonstmi or East Fourteoiitli 
Street or Second Avcmie. The ability shown in this superb 
srr&nf^mewi of the iorw al iwrnvaawiL 'W'sfe ■«\\«.VV>i d.tte bo 
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tlie military foreaight of General Smith ; and I cannot re- 
sist the asBertion that we should have more brave, capable, 
and experienced ex-military oflicere at the head of out 
l^iolice depailinent^ in large cities. In case of a [■evoree, 
the police were bacted by the Seventh Regiment, whoso 
armory, at Sixth Street and Third Avenue, is witliiii five 
hundred yards of Tompkins Square. This regiment oonid 
liave reached tlie Square in less than ten mlnntes, and the 
must distant of the other three conld have arrived "rithiu 
twenty iitlnntcs. Besides this, nearly every part of the city 
was covered by Hie Central Office detectives, as well as by 
scores of my own detectives fmm my New York olHces, at 
06 Excliango Place, all of whom made reports concerning 
llie temper of the lower classes of people in different quar- 
ters of the city, and also as to the movement and iiiimbei'a 
of any ci-owds that might be found congrciifating; while 
stages were sent to Police Ileadi'iarters to transport tlie re- 
served force to any threatened pciint. 

At no lime in the day was there any excitement at Police 
Ileadqiiartei's. 

Everything went as smoothly and noiselessly as tliough 
no strike and wide-spread excitement had ever existed j bnt 
it may he said that while tlio )>eople of other cities all over 
our conntry were pansing almost breatldess to await the re- 
sult of this very Tompkins Sqnare meeting, tlie New York 
antliorities, who were acquainted witli the disposition and 
condition of their splendid forces, were actnally chuckling 
among tliemsclves at the fine rows of broken heads that 
would he assorted the next morning If that mob, whatever 
its size or temiKjr, dare make one motion of revolt which 
should warrant the giving of ordere that would unloose tlie 
avalanche of police and militia ni>oii its iiiomUers. It was 
ordered that no mercy should l»e ahoww w\A vVvsA. "fw* Av«vr* 
BJiuuId give it to the commvmiBta ri^W liiwA Ve^X.A'^^'''^ '**' 
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rear, until the imib elemout of that city once for all siv-rt 
be (irnslied out. 

But fortunately tliia treatment was not found qw 
Borne bint of the uoiiditioii, nainbci^, splendid eqiirpmel 
and niifliiichinir duterminatiort to quell nil distni'bnnfl 
possessed by tim )><)lic-,c and militia furuce, had been < 
veyed to the most blatant of the promotore of the meetin) 
and everything passeil oS in comparative qitieti when the 
previous threats and mntterings of these communists were 
I'einembei'ed. 

The meeting itaolf was probably one of the largest, if not 
indeed the largest, open-air gathering that had ever Iioen 
■ Icnown in this country. But it was in every sense a weak, 
obarauterluss domouBtration. Two grand stands had been 
ei-ected, one for the use o£ German, and one for the nee nt 
English speakers. Huge calcium lights were provided,, 
and they gave a weird look to tliose standing in tl 
&hftdi>ws. The Square was packed and jammed full, bi 
liardly a policeman was in sight- This vast conuoura 
I which fairly rejntsentud the murderous elements of Nsv 
' Yoik, in some vfayjilt that they were standing there nnder 
>, tJio very muzzles of trained guns, and the fceUiig dampened 
tlieir law-breaking ai-dor and threw a sort of unuomfurtabla 
funeral-air over the entire meeting. Not all the runtinga ot 
, these crazy leaders conid lift the ral)ble out of thia eoiniiar 
. BtiDDBphcro into a condition of outhusiasm; and Tutnpktn 
■ Square was as clear of loiterers as it over was on a moon- 
light night, at half past nine o'clock. 

Before ten o'eliHjk the militia were informed frf 
r uttor poaie prevailing, and the following order effectual^ 
' snuffed nut tiie last vestige of the dernonetmlion : 

" To All : Promptly suppress all diaburbuioeH in your pcociuot, and di 
^ peiBu all ciowda on the Btieet-comerB. 
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This telegraphic order was sent to all precincts at >iiid> 
night, nnd, an hour later, a Btraii^r passing through the; 
6tR'et3 uf New York could never liavo imajjiiied that one Of 
tlie largest moba ever kriown had been so thoronghly diar> 
menibei'ed that nothing bnt the memory of its harRilesftitett 
was left. 

Tilts was the beginning and ending of tui'bnlence during 
the great strikes in New York Cit}'. Of cwui-se the plw 
shared thegeneml iiijtirj,felt thegencml appreheusion, and 
was touched and stirred bj- the general excitement. But 
tliat was all. 

For what tronhle was experienced in the State and city 
of New York, the communistic spirit of certain railroad 
employees at irornellsville was responsible, the sanit 
Martinsbnrg was i-espousible for the troubles "in West Vir- 
ginia and Marjlttnd, and Pittsbiii^ was responsible for her 
own calamity and that of the ciitiru State of Pennsylvania. 
■ The strike was inaugurated at Tlornellsvillc at one 
o'clock in tiie morning of July 20tli, the next day after the 
Btrike occurred at Pittsburg, It was decided u[>on jnst be- 
^rc midnight of the prevlotis day, and was announced at 
tlie New York headquarters of the company in leas than 
4!fteen minutes aftcrwai-ds. Every train was then ordered 
to stop rnnning, which bad the effect of keeping hnndreda. 
of raih-oad hands away from ttic seat of trouble. The stop- 
page of ti-ains on the road continued just six days, and 
lifteen hundred troops were brought here to assist in quell- 
ing disturbances. Although they also occurred at Corning, 
Xbnira, Susquelianua, Salamanca, and at other points along 
tile Erie i-ciad, from the HrsC, all eyes were dii'ccled to 
HoniellBville, as the place contains tlie largest nnmbers of - 
railixtad employees of all grades of any point along the road, 
and tlie iirjnilv spirit of many of these men liad i-eallj 
pivclpitiitfd the entire lrouV)\c \\mw^\Q\\\. iX^o '£i\».'w- 
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Tlie leading mind in tlic niuttei' was uiiG Bamey Donalme, 
» cripple, but a brifflit, fluent, iinpnlsive felliw, wlio was 
(.-oirtiunally stirring up disBeiifiions, frmn the loose manner 
of Ilia Ittiignaf^, ratlier than from any real malioioiis motive. 
Dciuahiie began working un tlio i-oad as early as 1850, and 
haii eoiiBcqnently seen nearly thirty yeare' service on tlio 
road. Ilia private ebaractei- was good, and, when finally 
placed behind the bars of Lndlow Street Jail, in New York, 
for contempt uf coni't in conepiring to ol>atrni;t a rood in 
the hands of a receiver, and consequently under protectiou 
of the United States Courts, it was his first criminal offenee. 

Tlio mail hiniself is abont five feet seven inches in height, 
with sandy mustauhc and hair. Uo is a fluent, earnest 
talker, is possessed of ocnbemnt spirits, and is one tliat, 
among certain classes, wonid be termed "jolly good com- 
pany," flis iiifluonco among the trainmen arose from hia 
long, and genei'ally considered faithful, services to the Erie 
road, bis ability to make hitu»elf generally liked, and a 
feeling of affection mingled with pity on account of liis 
crippled condition. His leg Iiad been biviken in an acci- 
dent on the Susquehanna Division, and his hand had been 
crushed in a "smasli-up" on the Northern Central Division 
of the road near Canandaigua, in tlie winter of '70 and '77. 
Inllaniinatory rliemnatiam sot in and 'further crippled him. 
He was then placed on the" extra- brakeman " list, and only 
managed to make enoiicjh money to pay his board, and that 
of a very ptwr mri. lie had finally left the service of tlio 
company, but remained at llorncllevillo in no pleasant 
mood, and in just a condition of mind to assist in foment- 
ing troubles. 

Finally, when the men resolved to quit work, tliey made 
Donahue chairman of the joint commvUeo, ijiVi'g^ '&isi'«k 
seJros to ahide by his advice ai\i iocVsvow^ w «.nwj*^n>^%-. 
flwrfj fiviii their etaudpoint, made t\vj TOii.«, «a ^^■^ ** '^***' ^ 
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Ilieir powor, dielator of the itiad. It iawnrtliyof 

that tliongh it was elaiiued that fully twelve thoitsaiii 

om)>1uj'c^os woi'e relied on h; Di.Huihiie to hold out tintJl tlv 

order fur the reduction of ten per cent, on wagee, wliid 

r CAiiticd the strike, was reseiiided, but little bnite iorce nra 

I used at any {Miint along this line, a very few broken bona 

Lrcsnited from colhsioiu, while not a single persoD wa 

f Itilled. 

IXtnalnie dainis that this was preventtnl by a geiiora 

nndvrstanding had atnoiig tlie trainmen that no vloleiioi 

would he tolerated. Ilowever this may be, though 

eni|il<>yec3 were very determined, coiisidemble good home 

prevaiU'd ; and the strikers seemed to rely for their »iioca 

1 iiiiii-e niK)M the )ir«vaillTig trouble, upon amioying tlie ofl 

^^als, and uimhi oltstnu^ting train? in a ihimsMiid ways fami 

' iar to trnimiien, withont eoming in direet eotitaet wjlll til 

L)cnl aiithoriliod or the inilltary, than ujmn the nse of th| 

ferm^ioMB and devilish brutality whteh dixgi-need the open 

tions of alt bodies of sti'iker^ iti so many other sectioiw < 

► the eonntry. 

An illustration of this wa^ found in an attempt to moi 
a passenger Ii-aiti west fivm llornellavillo, oii Sunday innti 
ilig, July 32d. Several train-loads of passengers had taay 
imilated there, and wura willing to rim any r\*\i in ordc 

I to n<ach tlitir destinations further west. At about nine 
o'cdoek the train wa-s made up, and after it was litertklly 
tovured with trtjopa it slowly moved out. The road 
Out of Ilornellsville climbs Tip Top Suuimit, one of tli 
heaviest grades pn the tine, and at least a tiiousand etrtkoi 
bad deteruiincd that tliu train slionid never rcaidi tlio top 
this grade, if a lively appliL-atiou of gi-eaae, soap, and turji 
docs euiild prevent it. 
So It was B quosUuii oE Cin\e, w\iV \X\fe «.\.t\^t% \\«a>l It 
lie hest of rhuir abUity. "WWtoxw *« \w,\v««^ 
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ft groftsod fi|Mit the driving- wheels of llie engine wtmld spin 
like a top. Tlie engineer would then let on sniid, add » 
little more speed would be secni-ed. Then n dozen torpe- 
doee would cicplode amid the doarcniug yetjs of the stri. 
kci-8, who, in huiidi'eda, ran on beyond tlie train &nd worked 
with might and main at ihe eotiping and greasing. Ever; 
struggle of the engine over the slippery spots would bo 
greeted with shouta of derisive laughter, terrifying the pae- 
Beiigei-s, disi^onraging the soldiers, dislieaiteuing the engi- 
neer, but always prompting the strikers t(t redoubled exer- 
tions. Tlie struggle was too unequal. Those hnndreds of 
fellows knew just how inueh soap and grease to use, and 
jnst whei-e to use it; and after the train had labored ahu^ 
this way for about a mile, the strikers linally L^apturod it 
and took it haek to the elty with the wildest demonstratious 
of delight. 

On the morning of July 26th, the strikoi-s gave up the 
tight, and set about getting things in good shape agaiu wiHi 
:ls much determination and spirit as tbe.y had liliouni lu 
their previous attempts to eompel an unbuvful vii^tory. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



THE BTRIKB3 AT BUFFALO ASD AT POINTS ALOSO Tnl! LAKE 
eilOUK AND UlCEUOAN HOUTHKKN KAIl.tUJAD. 

TiiK alacrity with which the Xew York Militia responded 
to the call, made upon iheni by Governor Robinson, was 
not only creditable to liie men theinseLves, but was an in- 
dorseuicut of the sensible policy of that State to euuourage 
and sustain a force win^wlftwl lo «>v« vf',th trouble in just 
.Bach cx/aClJcieB. The Va-W ot ^^^'*^ ^Wa ygtmv'a.Nlaft^Miate, 
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wrcnt of twentj' thonsand non-com misBioired oftii^ers, iniisi- 
oiaiis, and privntes. Tlie entlinsiaaiu and efficiency of tliia 
body of tlio National Guard Lave been cousideni 1)1 y raisfd 
williin the past few yeais by the introduction of riflo-piac- 
Tliere are now eleven rifle ranges in different parta 
■x»i the State nsed by the tnjops, and sfime of tliern, like 
•Crcedmoor, have become great resorts. The impi-ovenient 
iii_inarkstnaTislii]> haa been coictpieuoiis. Tlie last annual 
.Appropriation by the State Ijegislatiire for the nee cf this 
militia uinounted t« $37o,00O, The resnlt of this in New 
'York, where the lawless elements prevail proportionately aa 
(largely as in any other State of the Union, was to pi-event 
during l!ie great strikes more violence and destruction of 
proi>erty than wonld pay for the Buppoit of this force for 
khe next fifty yeare. 

Troy, Albany, Utica, Syracuse, and Rochester, all being 
ilargely mannfactnring t^iwns, contained a large population 
lof hai-d-tifeted, i-estleiis fellows who naturally pride in dia- 
[jordcr, and whose i^culiar ideas of law and right fitted thein 
for looking on partivi)iati<m in riot and violence in the light 
of a very desirable and enjoyable divci'sion. These men 
could have, and would have, made slioi-t work of any local 
IBcers, When they suddenly found that they had in thoir 
ntidst bodies of splendidly-armed men, ready to try concln- 
fions with them on the slightest show of violence, thoir de- 
sire for this kind of st>ort becamo controllable; and only 
one point in this entire great State was visited with disorder 
which could not easily be conti-olled. 
That city was Buffalo. 

I In this city the general strike was inaugurated on Snn< 
day, July 22d, by men fmm the Erie road, compelling the 
trainmen of the Lake Shoi-e and Michigan Southern iNWiAvo 
join them; Imt no rioting oceuvred wwVW tXw wctA. ia.-^ ^■'riVsKo. 
nrly in the afternoon a. mid was maAe \^■s \\ca.A's v«o '■"^■"^' 
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Band of the riotei-s on about one hundred and fifty militift, 
who had been ordered to gnnrd tlio roiind-hoiiB6 >>f tlie 
Lake Shore road. They gained a complete victory, forcing 
the troops out witb little trouble, after wbiuh the inob ^icik 
poasession of the roiind-houae and barricaded it moat effcu- 
tively. Colonel Flai-b, of the Sixty-liftb Regiment, with 
mure confidence iti the prowess of his men than knowledge 
of the stuff of which taoba ai-o made, attempted with only 
tliiity men to recaptnre tlie round-lioiisc and sJiopa. They 
were met with yells of derision from the crowd, wlio conld 
have siiccc&sfiilly resisted twice the number sent B<;ainat 
them, and iitidor a terrible ahower of stones nnd bits of iron, 
were compelled to reti-oat on the double-quick, forcing their 
way through the mob that had flanked and aurroiinded tbom, 
at the [loiut of the bayonet. Many of the aoldiera were 
eevei-ely chii)bod and cut witli knives. Six of the ti-oops 
lost their musketa, and Colonel Flach himself was clubbed, 
twice knocked down, and finally forced witb his men to re- 
treat Hurosa the canal and take refuge in the Lake Shore 
paint-sbop, fi-om which they were all subsequently rescued 
by the police ! 

Tlic only other conflict of a eerioiis nature occurring at 
Butfulo transpii-ed on the same evening. Thia waa one of 
the aliarpeat and most exciting etnigglos whicli Iiappened at 
any |x>iut during the great strikea. 

Brigadier-General Uogera telegraplied Cuptftiii Towle, 
commanding the Seward Guards, a local military organiza- 
tion of Weatficld, N. Y., to rejxtrt to hitn with hi? command 
at the earliest possible moment at BufiFalo. 

Purenant to this order the Seward Guards wei-e assem- 
bled, and were able to leave Westfield, for Buffalo, at half 
past seven o'clock in the evening, witb no tVwvw^'i. vA. ^>a 
terrible recopthm they were to veceVve. ^vn«i toNi'w.^^.'S 
Bcoaudrel ixmnected with the mlroad iiomv*^'^''* ^^*'??*''^ 
19 \ ] 



office, at Westficid, had sent a message over tlio Allaiitl 
and Pacific Telegraph Company's lines, giving infnriiratiii 
to the Btrikere in Biiffuln that the troops had left Wt»t;fiel( 
and uf the time the^ might be expected in the former uity 
ao that, as they were rolling along pleasantly towards Buffab 
a reception eomniitlee of seveial hnndred ruffiane wor 
quietly arranging plans to make the arrival of tlie bratj 
Scwnrd Guards a memorable one. 

The nrdere to Cajitain Towle were to take his c 
to BiiIThIo Creek bridge, but before the train had Krrired t 
within a fourth of a mile of that jwint, red liglitB wel 
shown, and the engineer liad the choice of stopping, a 
taking the chances of being ditched, lie stopped tlie trail 
wliicli was immediately boarded by hnndreds of riotere, v 
cnt off the rear car containing the Westficid company, ] 
Slitting the engine and the forwurd c&ra, containing p 
get's, to proceed into tlie city. 
I The uppcamnce of the moh in sneh immense nnmbei^ 
■ud so nnexpeetedly, prevented any provision being n 
io guard the dixirs, although Captain Towlc himself hnivelj 
jdefcnded the fivnt door for some nnnutes. 
then made through the rear door, and in less than balf i 
minute between fifty and sixty of the infuriated sconiidrell 
bad filled the aisle and were making the air bhie with tllehl 
ahriekinge and enrsings while demanding the guns from th* 
troops. Orders had been given to tire under no cirotiio- 
Btaneee, or provocation, imtil a distinct command had been 
given. The Captain refused to yield a gun. 

The leadere seemed to wish to avoid violence, but th* 
rabble was nttei-ly beyond control, and soon revolver wer* 
drawn on the militia, while the hundi'cds outside act np thq' 
cry, "Knn them in the lake I" "Dump them into tlia^ 
ereek I " together with iVie v\\*»\, e5^\«esa\w\fc -jI wfexsab. K 
fen- of tho men, not knowing -wVat Vo io,i£».Nft >iv*^« f 
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ftnd miseclliiiieniie firing quickly begun. Tliose who !i 
OAptiiroiJ miiskots got on (ho oiit«ido nf (lie cars, jaiiiin 
the irmzzlcB through the glass and shntlerB and tlieii lii-cd^ 
while others of the mob hurled rocks mid fii-cd revulvent 
tliroiigh the wiiidowB. All this time a hand-to-hand figlit 
was filling on inside the car, the soldiers ulnhhing the rioters 
Willi the Imtta of their miiBkeW and firing wheiiDver opjior- 
Jtiiiiiry offered. At one time four men had Captain Tuwlo 
down, dioking and beating him, but he was rescued in. 
tiino to save hia life, and permit him to go on with hi$ 
plnckj' work of cracking heads. 

In the mcanlinie the mob had increased to nearly threa' 
dioiisand persons, and were pushing the ear violently back 
and forth. As it was sheer folly for a company of fifty- 
seven men to cope with a mob of thunaaiid.s, the ti-oi>ps d»- 
termined to tight their way ont of the car and through the 
mub. Tlioae leaving the rear dixvr went out pret:ipitat«Iy, 
hnt the troiips passed ont of the front door in good order, 
pushing the nifhana before them. It was now seen that 
the enemy Iiad retii-cd somewhat, which gave the trimpa 
opportunity to form, when the mob again licgan to close up 
and advance. Orders were given to lira in front and on 
both flanks, which was done with good effect. 

Then orders were given to reserve fire, as ammnnition 
was 8can.!e. and the company, deploying skirmishers, were 
now able to effect a retreat towaids the lake, which they 
did, carrying their wounded upon hastily improvised litters. 
This was in the neighborhood of Tift's Mendows, a locality 
which will ever remain memorable to the Westtield militia. 

■ They finally secured quarters at a friendly German inn, 

■ where their wounded were kindly cared for by the ptiysi- 
H 'Oians of the neighborhood. The Westfield militia passed 

into the city tlie next day, ani xW vnoV tii\ttft\iiV«,TCA.Uia«i 
with respect 
I I 
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At no time during the troubles at Buffalo were the New | 
York Central men concerned in (lie lawleMnuss, and the i 
movement of trains over this road, while not wholly wriin- 
terrnpted, in the main, resisted the eneruachments of the 
nnnily elements, As previously stated, the men of the 
Lake Shore road liad no original intention of joining the 
Btriko, and were forced ont hy the ti-ainmen of tlie Erie 
iKiad. Rut when they wore once oitt, they were very ohati- 
nale aljout returning to work. 

But it i* wiirthy (if it-uord that out of the hundreds of 
Btriking trainmen in Buffalo, not a score wera identified 
with the inohs. The latter were composed, precisely aa 
tliey were in Cliicag", of the communists and the very 
scum »»f the place. This element was effectually quelled 
ill BitfFalo, on Tuesday, and that, too, without the use of the 
troops. 

Early on that morning the mob, its members armed with 

every manner of cudgel, conceived the idea of putting ft 

Btop to all kinds of lahnr. The civwd therefore vinitud 

large nnmbei'd of fai^tories and sliope, and compelled ihem 

K^ to eloee. In souie inslanfos they were successfully resisted 

^B \ty armed employees, assisted by Bqnads of policemen. But 

^k this kind of lawlessness was carried so far, and so insolently, 

^1 that at last Colonel Byrne, the ahle and cfHcient Chief of 

^K Police, <:ompleteIy ont of patience, detoniiined to pnt a 

^B stop to it at all hazaitls. 

^M At about ten o'clock, in East Buffalo, the mob liecame 
H rery demonstrative, pelted the depot with stones, set fire to 
^ freight-cars on the New York Central tracks, between 
Clinton and Howard Streets, and finally attacked the [Hilice 
themselves with great vinlence ; and Colonel Byrne deter- 
mined npou radical measures. lie sent two hu^ wa^nv- 
»• loads of men to the relief of Capta,™ NinvtL. "^\'&v SJ^wta. 
^L^v iHttc-r yi-micPAhil to the vicVmly ul \ii« «.voifcv'>-^t- "^^^ 



STRIKES AT BUFFALO AKD OTBER FOISTS. 



I 

H men on duty tiiere, holding tlieir owii witli dirtiuiiltj- against 
^v tlie thmiij^, bad already i-euoivcd their iiistriicliuns, and. at % 
H preconcerted signal, made a feint, drawing the attention of 
H the tiiob towards a 061111*31 point. Then instantly the main 
body of poliee, numbering serenty-fivc men, formed in line 
acroes tlie wide street, facing the city and the liack^ of the 

I mob. Every one of tliene officers carried the lieavy-woigbt 
baton, a terrible weapon when wielded by a skilled aud 
inusenlar arm. 
" Xow, boys, slaah 'em I " shouted Captain "Wurt*, and in 
snothcr instant such a grand ehai^ was made as words fail 
to describe, and those only who were hit can fnlly appreui- 
&te. Like lightning the clnbs descended and ascended. 
Every stroke hit a new bead, whose owner went solidly to 
tlie ground orhowlod in continual eomersttnlts. The ufticorB 
seemed to put their whole souls and strength into this 
niendahlc work, and from the tield of conflict i-ose cries of^ 
pain which conld lie heard a mile away. TIte rout wm, 
complete and final, and by midnight the East Buffali 
grounds were as clear and quiet as a country field oii i 
Sunday aftermxHi. 

All trains over the Eric road were running into the citj 
on Friday ; tiie Canada Southern road resumed operationi 
on Sunday; hut the ivturu to active freight business bj 
the Lake Shore road, which removed tlie last traces of tb^ 
Bli'ike at Buffalo, did not occur until the third of Angnst. , 
1'he only noteworthy seneations created by the strike al 
Erie were the leaving of the Erie tnwps under General- 
liuidekoper. to reinforce the soldiers at Pittsburg, and tbft 
oxcitement caused by the refusal of Mr. Vanderbilt to pen* 
mit leaded passenger trains, arriving iu tliat city frou^ 
('hicago, to pixK'ced to Buffalo, On Tuesday, July 24tfa(-, 
the train fii>m Chioigo arrived at Erie at about nwn, an(t 
ras lutidcii down witli pussen^er* aHi^wwfe \*.> ^^vOkowl^M^ 
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EiiBtern cities. By Mr. Vandei-bilt's special oi-der the traia 
was abandotied, it beinc; feared that ecriniie trouble wuiild 
be eiK^onntered eliould it be sent on to Buffalo. 

The traiu was therefore abiiudoiieJ, aud the strikers, feel- 
ing that this action was calculated to bring discredit upon 
them, assembled at the depot in large numbers and threat- 
ened to run the train throngh to Buffalo. Their efforts 
■ were seconded by the passengers, who were equally indig- 
nant. The etrikere fired up an engine and were about togo 
out with the tmin, when orders were received by the Divi- 
BJon Supon'ntendeut to detain the train at alt hazards. The 
Sheriff, Mayor, Chief of Police, with the entire jiolice force 
of the city, and one hundred special men, went to the depot, 
and after barely escaping a riot, euccceded in preventing 
the movement of the train. The strikci-s at Erie then sent 
a telegram to President UayGf, asking him to insist on the 
Lake Shore road moving the United States mails at onca. 
The President failed to answer this message. The trains 
from tlie West continued to accumulate at this point nntil 
Thursday, July 26th, the hundreds of delayed paaseugera 
using the coachos for sleeping apartments. 

General Hnidekoper, "the one-armed hero of Gettye-: 
burg," and in command of the State troops of the iioith- 
weatem portion of Pennsylvania, had a difficult and try- 
ing time of it atleinpting to get to Pittsburg Ui reinforce 
the troops there. The strikers all along the differeut i-ail- 
road lines leading to that point prevented the trausportatiou 
of his troops by rail, and no conciliation Or thraats could iu<^ 
diice the trainmen to raise the blockade. ' 

But go to Pitttihnrg with his' command he must, and^ 
would. They acuoi-dingly stai'ted from Erie upon a forced 
march, as in the old war days, after a time pressiin£,iuta' 
service every Wirt and manlier oi dowie'^ftwvia i^t««W«i. ^s*. 
tliin ii-sj- they tiaiJed over tlio \^i\\a wd 'Oivcow^'v "Ov* ^'^^'^'^^ 



STIilKES AT BUFFALO AND OTJIElt POINTS.M 

like apai-cel of iiiiifoiTncd Gypsies, tncoliiii; wiili hniidredi 
of amusing incidents consequent to rlie fii-sl innruli of n\f 
.trouj)6, and tiiially i-cadiiug tlicii- general rendt-zvuiis, at 
J Franklin, in the oil regions, in a mtlier dilapidated wiiv- 
dilion. Being tired of tltis sort of pnigi-eBs, Grcueral Iluide- 
koper decided to nse tlie raih-oad, and, by a clever riiao, 
secured traiisportatiun fi-om this point to his destination. 

A request was sent to the Superintendent of the Penn- 
■^Ivauia Kaili-oad, who asked the authorities of the Buffalo, 
Titnsviile and Corry Railroad to send to Pittsburg, as soon 

I possihle, eigliteen empty passenger cat-s, for the use of ^ 
tile former company. On their arrival at Franklin, Genor^ 
Huidckoper liad his men in readiness, and immediately tix>k 
.{to^sesaion of the ti-aln, p'Ut a strong guard on the looomo; 
J, and started. Rcvolvoi-a were presented at the heads of 
the engineer and tii'emen, who at tirst refused to run the 
train ; bnt they were given to undeiittand that that train 
inuflt be 8i>eedily taken to Pittsburg or there would shortly 
be two less raili'oad strikers in existence. This had the de- 
tircd effect, and the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Eegiments 
jrere tinally landed safely in the "Riot City." 

At Cleveland, the most heantiful city of the North, 
^Itliongh the strike was general among the tmlnmen of all 
roads centering here, from firet to last no violence wag 
Apprehended and none came. 

Two important facta eontribntcd to this pleasant c<tH- 
dltiun of things. The city of Cleveland holds, as an invest- 
ment, boiidij of the I^ake Shore and Michigan Sonthcrti 
liailroad to the extent of nearly a million doUam Tho 
city, therefore, as % inmiicipal corjHiration, is largely in- 
ttiitisted in tlie protits accruing fmm tlic o[M!ration of tha 
road. The amount thus received by the city is pledged for 
^^4lie redemption of the Water Worka \oau,Kiv^ "Owm. «nssc^: 
^BuT'par/n^' citizen of the pUae kaa & dvtO'iV. asvi \kq.^^«>" 
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tercBt in the safe and successful operation of this | 
and itnpurtaiit line. Therefore if tiie atrikere tl 
had been inclined to jjrow riotoiiB, they wonid have 
no sympathy and aid from the great masBos of 
without which no violence from B«ch a Bourt-.e can 
But aside from this, the strikers at Cleveland at 
eliowed the least disposition to precipitate disorde 
all occasions let it lie plainly nnderstood that no ri 
monstrations on the part of the rabble would be p< 
The second canse entenng into a prevention of 1 
was fonnd in the action taken by Pi-esident Dev 
the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and ludianap 
way, who, before his nten had been given timi 
excited and venturesome, on Jnly 23d, promptly 
them that they might all gu to work nn full time, t 
advance of ten xi^r cent, in wages. This offer was 
accepted, and hot\\ the trainmen and shopmen resni 
labors the next morning, which removed the last v 
apprehension of riot and violence at Cleveland. 

At Toledo the troubles were nndonbtedly intens^ 
lengthened by the unexplainable action of that city 
On.Wednesday, July 25th, several thousand trainmi 
doree, ehop-hands, and other luborei's assembled in 
the United States Hotel, on Ottawa Sti-eet. The 
was noisy and turbulent, and was called for the pu 
nniting all classes of workingmen upon an camcsl 
of the striking railroad men. Mayor Jones was 
and being called on for remarks, I'esjKinded by gi 
mob element connige and impudence, lie said th 
eminently praper for them " to inarch quietly to tl: 
facturers and request them to alleviate their disti'ee 
also stilted that he would not advise the mob to do 
!f they sljoiild happen to do *o,l\w^ feUovild not wan 
iwcesBaries of life so Wig aaVta wajn'^a-jviv o^TOss 




I 






BTRIKm AT BUFFALO AND OTHER POINTS. 



This was about the choicest encniir&gement given to the 
roughs of any city dui-ing the great atrikea, and at the con- 
clusion of the eanie tJiey formed in line, inarched tlie whole 
length of Water Street to the deiwt, and then fivnn jilaee 
to place, driving every manner of laborer from his work, 
until all the manufacturing establlsbmenta in the city were 
closed. 

A masB-meeting of the better class of citizens was held 
in the evening, but it was captured by the rioters, who from 
this time kept the entire city in a blaze of excitement all 
night, but who were prevented from demolishing the Board 
of Trade building by a most efficient use of the police. 

While the rioters were surging back and forth through 
the city, and meeting with but little reeistaEice, scveml hun- 
dred determined men met at the Boody House and organ- 
ized an effective Vigilance Committee. The next question 
■was how to properly arm them; but Sheriff Moore settled 
this by ordering them to report to the Court-house yaid 
early the next morning, when they sliould be served with 
everything necessary for the defense of tlie city. It had 
come to the eare of the anthorities that nearly five bnndi-cd \ 
stand of arms were secreted at a ccrlain point. At a late 
hour of the night, when everything had become corapaiu^ 
tively quiet, tlie SLieriff and a quiet but business-like posse 
aallied forth irovn the dark shadow of the jail. 

The party proceeded stealthily up Adams Street, By a 
circuitous route the raeii finally reached a point at the lower 
end of Monroe Street. Not more tlian two or throe of the 
men knew the destination of the party. Under the circniu- 
stances, the expedition was indeed exciting. Nearing the 
place where SlieriCf M'xire said the hult was to be made, 
something resembling anotiier party of iniiw ■«** iVswsrwtSi. 
throug'h the darkness. Every wau\a\i \v\». >i».\\i. w^^'S** 
voiver, but the objects iiiiaUy were towfti uj Xya \»ftW^ 
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eererftl harmleas expreaa wagons. The c<>iiiiiiftii<l Ui 
yna given, ami the oAiccre knocked at the dour of a ei 
outtage. The man of the house uame treuiblingl; u> 
door. 

"Who's Iheroi" be excitedly asked. 

" Friends 1 " was tlio lejoiiidcr. 

" Divil knows wlio's friiids, these timeel" 

"Never mind, we are friends," Biiid Sheriff Moore. Yd 
lowing this, came a hurried oonaiiltation Ihal inauy of t 
lo^'al sons of Erin unuld have jjlainly understood. 

There was no more delay after this. Tlie iiian of t 
house, in very seant <:lothiiig, accompanied by hia grxtd wil 
terribly cxuitcd, and in still si^antier uluthiiig, qnlukly I 
the way to a capacious hon-hoiiso, next tlie alley, iu tlie re 
of the house. 

The hens and chickens flew in every direction, but tlie 
was something more iin|>ortaiit ti) he looked after tlian 
fur, piled up in diffcivnt places about the little bnildii 
were seen mysteriously marked boxes, which were soon at. 
veyed to the Court-house with groat caution and secrecy. 

When the members of the Vigilance Committee roixirt 
the next morning they were astunished to And that five ht 
dred breech-loading rifles were on hand, besides sixteen th< 
sand rounds of aunnunition. 

Sheriff Moore's move was made none too soon, fur 
five hundred rifles and uniinunitton, whL>;h bad been pn 
cbased fur the use of the Fenians several years hcfurc, an 
stored away in tliis Irishman's hen-roost, would have Itefl 
captured by the rioters, who had planned to hiiuor tbia iiovi 
arst^nal with a visit at eight o'clock in tlie morning. 

With a proper use of the police, aided by the local inilj 
tary and this splendidly armed Vigilance Committee, rii 
and bloodshed were prevented in Toledo; but it was ili 
UBtil August 2d tliat the eii\\ia.vgo u^^w tBAVvwaANiwavaesa. ■« 
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L'lBtnoved, and it waa only then efferted by tlm police and J 
r-militia moving in largo force iipnn the strikers bolding tho 1 
Lnilroad tracks, s]io|», and depots, and taking possession of j 

a places by a free nee of tlie club, and at tbe point of 
Jj the bayonet, which had the effect of removing all railroad 1 
L obstructions between Buffalo and the Weet. 



CHAPTER XXSI. 

r MTTSBUBO, FOET WAYNK AND ORIOAOO RAILROAD TEOUBLBB, \ 
AND THB "bio SCARB" AT LOinSTtLLE. 

From Allegheny City, back along the Pittabnrg, Fort 
^ayne and Chicago road, tho strike held the firmest and 
most secnre sway that reigned npon any railway line in the 
conntry; bnt, as has already been explained, through the 
universal respect held for the General Manager of the road, 
J. D. Layng, Esq., the moderation and good judgment used 
by him in the treatment of sti-ikers, and from tlic notieeabig 
effect of tho excellent discipline in force among all em- 
^ploycea of the company, from one end of tho line to the 
K-Other, good order and a fair measure of good humor prfr- 
vailed. 

At Alliance and Crestline there waa quiet determination 
among the tminmen, and, of course, that great excitement 
^mung other classes of citizens wlnt^i eonld not but exist 
everywhere; but at no place along the entire line was there 
found anything approaching violence or riot, save at Fort 
Wnyne. 
I 2'ie strike waa inangnratei Vew \«a alt ■bv^w^ot*. ^lAsai 
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day, Jiil_v 2l6t, the Baine day of the Ptttsbnrg riot, and w&B^j 
HndoiibteiUy, a direct result of that diBgraceful affair. 

The Gti'ikci's began by preventing freigiit train No. IS 
from jt"iiig out. In a few tnomenta sevoral liundred train- 
men assembled at tlie depot, and announced that no freight 
trains ahoiild be moved until the order for tlie ten jier cent. 
reduction in waives was rescinded. The railroad offieera 
made several uiiauceesaful attempts to secure erews, but 
fonnd it iniixesible. The strikeid then spiked and guarded 
tlie switches, and patrolled all the main and side trucks 
in the city. Tlie miister mechanic and division superin- 
tendent, with an engine- wiper, boarded a loeomotive with 
the intention of taking it out, but were prevented from 
doing BO liy the strikers, who took the eugino-wiper fnnn 
the locomotive, handled him rather roughly, and divide the 
oftioei-s from the yards, when they priM^eeded up and down 
the tracks taking the uoupling-pins from between all eaiv 
On tlie next morning, Sunday, Mayor Xillinger visited tha 
scene of disturbance, and read his proLslamation comniand- 
ing the riotera to disperse, which was treated by them aft 
mei'ely a huge joke. 

Matters remained in abont this condition for several dayij' 
the strikers having ctnnpleto possession of the trucks, shops, 
and depots, and conducting their affairs with much military 
color and discipline. They patnilled the tracks, sle|)t in the 
passenger-coaches and cabix»<ca, ready for immediate acttim 
if they should be attacked ; guai'ds were placed over the 
company's property and all freight in tmnsit, that it might 
be protected ; and the strikers were provided with food, 
tobacco, and cigars, by sympathizing citizens, in abundance. 
They pronounced a war of extermination against tramps 
and vicious communists, whose only object waa i^vUsMge. nv-v**!. 
destruction; and it was a wimiuuw w;tt'ivtt«\\ws^'»:V'w.\*sR»"' 
recklesB felhms were caught in wime Aa£\a.T«v^ ift\.\ft.-sw^'<>-^tf* 
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propoii^, to pursue thorn, uaptiire thom, and then hnsd 
tli^m U> the bridge over the river, where tlicy were iinw 
tiioiiioiiGlv dnip}X!d into the w&tev l)eiicttth. &iul It^Tt 
Bciamble to dry land ae best tlioy ini^Ut. Tliie condition ^ 
tilings continnod iinlil Saturday, July 28th. when tbo Btr 
ere won two despeinte but Wooodless conteBta with ' 
Mttvor, Sheriff, and railroad othtiials. 

Alxint uotin, while many of the trainmen were at dinm 
Mayor Z<illinger, Sheriff Mmisoii, and SiiporintcndentB C 
Iiitm and O'lloiirke, accompanied by a lai^e forue, mat 
ibold and eiiddon attauk upon the Etrikcre at tiia ruut^ 
honat*, and ordoi-ed them to surrender both that point a 
tlie pasaen^r-cars wliich tbuy had be«n occnpying as h 
qnartera during thu previous week. They refiisod, wliea J 
locomotive, whirh bad been taken |ios6eB»ion of bjf I 
BUtliontiee, t)iu;kcd down to wbcro the coachtw wore staiH 
iiig. Mayor Zollinger then coupled the cars to the eii^M 
whii;h tlien Btiirted away. Tiic stjikers wci'e for a laoim 
dazed by the euddenne^s of tiiis move, having expected I 
ptilicy of masterly inacitivity, whicli had so far prevailed, \ 
be maintained to the end ; but tliey speedily rallied, ; 
arming themselves with clubs, Btoiies, coupling- pins, Itiilia, 
and anything else convenient, they dashed at tlie engine and 
recaptured it, with the cnadiea. Several men, iloarishtug 
ululisand bludgeons, boarded the locomotive, drove off theei 
j^neer and fireman, and compelled the officers of the law ^ 
beat a precipitate retreat. Tlie mob yelled itself fairly hoan 
with triimiph, and in a brief {wriod bad swelled to five hni|i 
dred, all of whom were well provided with clubs and mlasilei 

Tbc Sheriff soon returned, and attempted In arrest tiijiA 
ringloadei's and strikers, but was again beaten back, bardjlj 
escaping pei-sonal injury. 

The strike at Fort Wayne died of its own weight, i 
)»t of existence ■with I'Vie aXmosi %\w\\i\.si.\iw>'a& ti" 
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of the einlmrf^ on biisineeE along the entire line ; but on 
Diher incident, itliiBtrativc of the ludicrous eide of thw 
gn'iit lalHii- iiphoavals, is woi-lhv of recoi-d. 

Il hoA Iteen rioted that at Newark, Ohio, tlie ladios nf tb 
cit^- c(>injH»6(Ki the real power of the strike. S<.)nicthiti^ 
similar was the ease at Fort AVayiie, althungh the entlinsiaBtq 
;waa reeti-icted to a particuhir class. These were the hotel 
Kr van twirls. 

At an early stage in the prcKreedings great excitement) 
was found- to exist among them. Tliere were hKiidBome 
eoiidiietorB, hi-ave engineers, bold firemen, and doaghtjc 
braketncn, fighting for their rights. The^e classes woiidep-' 
fully stir the avemge hotel servant-girl's heart under urdi'^ 
UBiy circumstances. Now that lliey were engaged in a liolj 
war, the very sonls of their admirers went out tu theio, *kA 
many were the elegant Inndies which diHai^>esred out of 
the back dooi-s of hotels, and tinally into the always ready 
mouths of the strikere. Unt the matter did not stop here. 
Through this sympathy and euthuBiasm, boni of the untn- 
mon excitement, tiie Etriking fever was commutiiuated 1 
the tenderer sex that make hotel life heaveniy or miserable. 
Why shonld not they hare a strike, In imitation of the bold' 
itrainuieti? They did strike, and eveiy nisy-faced wait«i>- 
girl, every big-lwued dish-washer, and every blameying^i 
chambermaid, at a prearranged hour, marched into thtfi 
dining-room of every hotel in Fort Wayne, and, in the iiftmBi 
of each over-worked lionr and nuderpaid day treasured np; 
m their memories, solemnly demanded an increase iu wageat 
of fifty cents a week ! 

There was no use of calling iu the militaiy on an occnsioB , 
like this. 

The girls struck, and they won. 

A ripple of riot, born of the billow of fire and rapine 
which deluged Pittsbuvg. ve&wVci esw\ \w.o tVc o^wax.,^ "" 
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oi-dered city of Louisville. It was merely a tempest ii> n 
tea|.x>t, whicli lioiled itself away after a few lumre of moi) 
antics, in which mi lives were hiet, niid with but little more 
(Icfitruction of pnijierty than aiiimally accompanieB tlie 
Sophomore " hreakont" of many Eastern colleges. 

Tlie reason for the rneni^ernessof enl results fi-om the so- 
called riots ill Ijiiuisville are, (hat no city in the country had 
been so little affected by the increasing stringoTicy of the 
times. Dnring the past ten years the history of Louisville 
has not been marked by any era of feverish speculation; 
ninunfaelories had not been started to remain idle; and 
for years the bnsinesa policy of Louisville has been noted 
f or shi-ewdncss and caution. 

Therefore, when the hour of dread came, its streets were 
not packed with gaunt, hollow-eyed men, asking for bread 
or work. But a tiuivei-eal scare was abroad, and the evi- 
dencca were soon manifecit that a " horrible fear " had come 
over LoiiisviHe. 

The Coiirier-JoHrnal, the groat director and exponent of 
public opinion in Kentucky and the South, in its issue of 
July 23d had a most able and comprehensive review of 
the situation in other cities. It eloquently and earnestly 
exhorted the workingnien of Louisville to remain quiet, 
which had a wonderfully beneficial effect. But all day 
Monday and Tuesday solid old follows, made timorous by 
imperiled capital, might have been seen in knots and 
groups, canvassing the probable hour when social anarchy 
would unchain its devouring wolves. 

Tuesday niorning, J uly 21lh, Mayor Jacobs made procla- 
mation to the unemployed, disaffected, and discontented. 
Tlie Mayor is a gentleman of wealth and culture, whose 
life of elegant ease hardly fitted him for a rough gravylo 
with a turbulent city mob ; but \\e Tjaa t«sii-^ Vi 5^.■a\^^^ 
whole duty at whatever coat. 
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AJl tlie exuitciiient and quasi-devilment whicli did 
inLiiiiisville waa bnt the natural resriU of a nurvereal ex- 
pectation tliat sometliing *' t«rrili!e was going to bnppen." 
It was tlie old story of the fond mother tolling her squad of 
children, that "while she was out visiting, whatever thej 
did, they must Iw sure not to put boans up tlielr noses." 
The (Mtiiaeqneuue of her timely admonition was that, on lier 
return, she found eaoh individual youngster with Ins nasal 
apjiendage stuffed full of the aforesaid garden fruit. 

Thus a email i>ci'ccntage of thoughtless and ineonsiderata 
workmen, a sprinkling of howling viunniunists, rJeioiis 
tramps, misnliievoHe buys, and idle uity riff-raff, determined 
that the jxijiular antiuipation of disturbance should not be 
disappointed, and they accordingly proceeded to give Ilie 
vitizena of Louisville a lu-eczy bit of exeitciueut Fmin the 
first act to the last of tbe riotous drama, the mob was at no 
time so formidable but tltat a squad of a dozen deterniitied 
policeniou could have driven it befoi'c tbem, or scattered 
it to tlie winds in five minntcs. That this was not done at 
the first outbimk is due to the fact that the Cliief of Police, 
Colonel Edwards, made no well-organized attuJUpt in tiiat 
direction. 

Ill the Louisville mob there was not a railroad man, or a 
respectable mechanic. Its menibei-a were merely ne-^roea, 
half-grown boys, tramps, and cowai-dly tliieves, who had no 
dedned object beyond smashing windows and gas-lamps. 
Colonel Edwards dignified the vile rabble by not venturing 
to attack it, and waited for the organization of citizen sol- 
diery before attempting to com]>ul ihem Co disperse. 

The railixiad troubles had been of a very ordinary charac- 
ter. It was merely the old question of higher wages, or nitlier 
an agitation Wking to receiving the former pay on the part 
oi the employees. Ou the LnuisviUe Short Line RHili-ogi 
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the men a trifle, bnt it was promptly restored to ihc old 
stnndard by order of Clianeollor Briiue, when tho proper i-cp- 
resentatkms had been made. Oiiiseqnently, the emplojoos 
of this line were thoroughly loyal to the company, and 
ready to defend its property to the last extremity. Tlio 
workmen in the shops of the Loiiiavillo and Nashville Rail- 
road made a very reapeetfnl plea to Dr. Standiford, Presi- 
dent of the road, for increaBc of pay bac;k to the old rate. 
Dr. Stanilifivrd, a gentleman of broad and enlightened views 
on all subjects, gave the matter due consideration, and the 
resnit was a compromise which was satisfactory to all pai-- 
tiee, 80 tliat on the very eve of tiie disturbances the rail- 
road element was eliminated as an active principle in the 
trouble. 

Tuesday morning, July 24th, the excitement opened by a 
strike on the part of two Iinndred ne^ro eewer-Uands, who 
demanded an increase of twenty-five cents per day. Any 
one understanding the uiercnrial nature of that childish and 
ignorant race, woald readily know that it requires hnt tho 
vcrieat trifle to stimulate them into making a show of them- 
selves. They liad been gwrfectly satisfied with their wages, 
bnt right here was a glorious opportunity to pamdo the 
city and be looked at with curiosity by everylKidy. The 
prospect was too temptinp; to be resisted. So all tho Sam- 
hoB clambered out of tho sewers, shouldered their sitovels, 
and started on aetragglinji; march up (irecn Street. They 
wore exnbei-antly hilaiious, and wluKi|}ed along the street 
in tho higbest good humor with themselves. Nothing short 
of a general " Ijaptism," or funeral with a brass band at the 
head of Ihc pnwession, conid have given them the same 
amount of intenue satisfaction. 

Intelligent speculatoi-s re};ardcd the aSaiv aa -a. -w^sSi. 
amusing travesty on the strike mwua.,fl.w4 Yv«^\>i'^*i^'^^*^*' 
would net aa un effocUial dampeuet ou a. aw-vC^^ ^^vsvsw**^ 







tioii oil the part of the whitoa. In an; event the whita 
workinfTincn did not turn out as a body at an; time dnring 
tlie disturb an ces. The colored strikers, after giving infinilede- 
light to a multitude of Dinahs and pickaninnies who crowds 
along the line of march, conchided that they mnst make 
allow of doing something, and accordingly directed tlw 
stops to the eastern outskirts of the city, where aboat oi 
hundred of their colored brethren were employed workin 
npoii a new reservoir. All those promptly quit work, 
invitation, and gladly joined their rollicking visitors in A 
pleasing pastime of pramenading the strce's. Then tliM 
oumbiued forces marched around until the lazy ones begw 
to drop out, and, finally, the amuHement becoming stale, A 
duRky band disaolved. 

Prom eight until ton o'clock Tuesday evening, July 24ti 
the trouble called the Louisville riots <xM:urrod. At a t 
before eight o'clock a crowd began to gather in front of tl 
wide steps of the Court-house, It was composed nf tl 
usual lawless element, which always forms a certain propo^ 
tion of every public assemblage. Negroes, half-graw] 
rowdy boys, and dirty, disgusting tramjw, and many coia 
muniste, wei'e in the pre|>onderance. From the latter eloa 
came the speakers of the evening. When tlie crowd liM 
been harangued by one of these individuals for a few iiw 
ments, Mayor Jacobs slowly worked his way through thi 
perepiring, foul-smelliug gang, and fi-om the Ciiuit-houai 
steps, made a most kindly and feeling address to the m(A 
It is nuuecessary to say that it was utterly wasted, Tlw 
mob had determined to show what could be done. 

A self-constituted leadersaug out, " Let's mash the Louis 
ville and Nashville freight depot!" A ehunis of fiendit 
yells of approval was screamed out, and a ragamuffin gaof 
of about five hundred sevavfttei tvww ^^ t««i\|ie«M&ia 
tiou of the crowd, and Nv\t\^ t«^^\ *».\V-«. «^i ^"^^^ 
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Straggled down Seventh Street to Broadway, Here tliey 
apread out, completely tilling that wide and magnificent 
avenne, piirsiiitig their uoiay way to the LotiiBville and 
Nashville Railroad Depot, at the cornerof Ninth Street and 
Kroadway, Opposite ijie front of this Ptriictiire was a suit- 
ahle qaaiitity uf stoiicB and pieces of bni;k of assorted sizes, 
wliidi the mob availed thomseives of at once, and opened 
a brisk fusillade on the windows of the depot, niitil not a 
pane waa left in the front of the building. Three police- 
men, who were Btaiiding near talking over the coming visit 
of Pi-eeideut Ilayea, at the time of the appearance of the 
mub, were too pi>litc to interfere with the amusement of the 
crowd, and precipitately adjunrned around llie corner. 
Several railmad clerks, who were busy at the time the 
bombardment comtncncod, ecurried ont of the line of fire, 
coatless, hatlesa, and with pen behind ear. After the mob 
left they cautionsly retnrned to their desks, but npon seeing 
Borne renpectablo citizens approaching who desired to see 
what damage had been done, ihey mistook them for another 
mob and forthwith jnniped out of the windows and used 
their lege with snch effect that some of them did not 'get 
home until morning. 

After the depot divertisement tlie riotous gang turned ' 
about and marched np Broadway, carrying terror in their 
path. They boimccd, hustled, and knocked down persons 
whom invincible curiosity had tempted out, insulted ladies 
and indulged in every manner of excess. Tiie destrnctive- 
ncss of the cowardly mob developed itself in wanton attacks 
on private property. With ehi-ewd forethought each one 
of the scoundrels freighted himself with all of the atone 
and brick ammunition he could carry, and ex)wnded it 
where it would du the nifist evil, \>t. N-. '&.*i»^'- ■«*>*- ~* 
Mr. Dclaticy's Llegant rcsideiicca wcvc a»&«.v\\\^>i^ v!\^^A Ji^n^-ssj- 
trutia effect The crush *>£ tbe \jsea.Viiwft ^aa^ *-'^**- *>'^'*^'''^'' 
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of ladies and children were pleasingljr commingled (in the 
opinidii of the mob). Solger's superb confectionery cBtab- 
lialiment at tba comer of Fourth and Br-oadway, was a, 
choice tit-bit fur theseepiciireBof ruiti. They ehouted with 
rapture when they came to it, nnd stoned it until the whole 
front was deinolitihcd. After this delicate bit of sport had 
I)een duly enjoyed, tlie gang inarched np Thii-d Street, near 
Chestnut, and paid their dutiful respects to his honor, llio 
Mayor, by Balnliiig his fine reaideni* with a volley of stones, 
which broke the windows, damaged the pictures aud furni- 
ture, and frightened the family nearly out of their seuaea. 
After this congenial recreation they continued their course 
up Third Street to Walnut, where they desolated a corner 
drug store. Dr. Standiford'a palatial residence, which is 
but half a block from Walnut, on Third Street, was too 
templing an object for its ravage to be neglected; conse- 
quently they sent a couple of cart-loads of stones and brick- 
biits into it with uadiminiahed zeal, and with the usual ruin- 
ouB results. When the salute in houor of Dr. Standiford 
wiia over, tliey decided to move on the Louisville Short Lino 
Deiwt, corner of Floyd aud Jefferson Streets, for goueml 
pur[>o6e8 of wreck and pillage. On the way thither they 
manifested a charming impartiality in the distribution of 
their favors. Thoy sent stones whizzing into all tlie resi- 
deuces on both sides of the street, without stopping to in- 
quire the names of the owners. When the tumultuous, 
yelli[ig throng arrived at the Short Lino Depot, about 
twenty policemen and citizens, armed with muskets loaded 
witJi blank cartridges, saluted them witli one terrifying 
viilley. This had the effoct of dispersing the first and last 
nuib tliat gathered in Tjouisville during the great strikes. 

The military episode of the disCnrbances was so uuio^'^ 
in character, and bristling wit\i p\(^na.\A vwivisivte. ""^ '"«' 
laughed over in. f utm-e ^'cai'S, tb&t e-jev^ V«\i\s,N'ffivB.'& cjis*-^ 



Iiiitleiy of artillery wore orj^nized, offl 
the full bomplement of men within tufl 
cxirpe of twenty thousand men couM hi 
with its quota of brave, uompclent ol 
length of time, from the splendid niilitan 
GeiieralB Basil Duke and Benjamin III 
Ward and Eli Mnrray, met as friends in I 
lUid, down through all the ranks, old BolJ 
and the G-ray " mingled as comrades trneJ 
thrill the heart and flnah the cheeks of ev^ 
to see those bronzed men, who had front 
foes in the M'ild delirinm of batllo at S 
looked death at each other on the Cemetei 
bnrg, meet as brother soldioi-s at a co 
The hubbnb and excitement incident to 
tion intensely delighted the younger men, 
war was only a dim memory ; and they fi 
with enthusiasm at the novelty of drills, e 
standing guard. These brave young fe 
Bbbcen nntnie t o tin 



COUMnSISM AJfD RIOT AT CHICAGO. 



3S7 



nine o'cilcxik in the evening, all citizens who happened to lie 
out on the streets were halted, and made to give an account 
of theinselveB. In fact, eiich precautions were taken as 
are usual with an array occiipyinf^ a htjatile city. 

Ab the dnys wore on, it hecaine evident to the citlzena 
that all dan^r of inoh turmoil was over, and the troops 
were diebanded subject to call nC anytime the Mayor might 
deem their aervieos of use. The military C|>iso(!o was the 
means of giving a vast auionnt of amusement to tlie citizens 
of the city ; but at the game time tlie memory of the won- 
derful rapidity with which the respectable fighting element 
of the place was organized for effective work, will remain 
as a pcr[>etiiul warning to the turbulent and lawless ele- 
uicuts of Louisville. 



CHAPTER XXSII. 



OOlfMUNlSH AND RIOT I 



The gurgniji;s of trouble reached Chicago, the great in- 
land metropolis of America, at a late dnte, and althungh 
they soon passed beyond, were fierce and furious while they 
lasted. 

This city undoubtedly contains as pestilential a crew of 
communisU as any city in the world. Its mechanics and 
artisans, as a rule, are among the most intulligont and ad- 
vanced. Wages have always been fair; at times, exorbi- 
tant. The push, energy, and pluck for which its hnslne* 
men have a world-wide reputaUon, cowa'ianXV'j ^wxw^^. "^^"^ J 
BveniwB for all those busuiesB men or •«otVvR% ■>»»» "^ 
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fliiatinw popiiUlioii both viciniisV 
iitilienlthy elomeiit tlic genui 
given her authorities the most trJ 
preatest dread. They have repd 
Relief and Aid Society, her City 1 
cil, and showed tlieir snarling teetl 
It was this class, and no other, t] 
bloodshed in Chicago, and it ia a n< 
with these coinniiinists, that their 
ration were lai^ly cansed by the ra 
iciin corniniinist named Parsons. ' 
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It was mora through this man's baleful hifliience, than 
from any uther cause, that the cinditions were ripe in 
Cliicago for all manner of excessea. Because they were 
not greater ie from the fact that the authorities were 
prompt and vigilant, and the citizens came to tlie rescue of 
tlieir city in such a grand outpouring as was witnessed at 
no other point- 
On Mondaj', July 23d, the pay of the engineers on the 
Chicago and Northwestern Hallway, which had been 
slightly reduced, was restored. Fnira this date everything 
on that road was devoid of trouble, althongh the ofticere of 
the company tix)k the pi'ecantiou to remove the greater 
portion of the most valuable of rolling-stock to suburban 
towns along the line, in order to get it out of harm's way 
in case of tiro and riot like that which desolated Pittsburg. 
Although there had been no recent reduction of wages 
on the Chicago and Alum road, the moving of trains at the 
St. Louis end had been badly interfered with by rioters, 
and General Superintendent McMullcn, on Monday, de- 
cided to at once discontinue the movement of all freight 
trains mitil the trainmen on his road were sufficiently over 
the common excitemeut to warrant a safe and expeditious 
handling of the company's business. General nnrest and 
apprehension prevailed all over the city, but the day closed 
with no record of important events. 

On Tuesday the strike in Chicago was fairly inaugurated 

and was begun by the men from the Michigan Central road, 

proceeding firat among the Chicago, Burlington and 

Quincy men, whom they induced to join them, and, with 

^ this rcinfoicement, to the depots and shops of all other 

^KJHailroads centering in Chicago. 

In every instance the men quietly quit work, and re- 
mained peaceably ahout their d'\ScTtittt te»ot'u.,'«VSv'aNs-'». 
on!/ a simple matter of justice to feU\A l\iaX,"\\\ wSN. '^«> «*S 
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Unit through the inaiiiifactiiriiig dietrici 
coiiipollitig them to doge, most of whB 
opened the moment the ragamiiffiti trool 
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hoiiecs of the Sciiitli Side, whera but parti 
with, ai>d the crowd finally- dispersed fr 
leaders, who were quietly imhbed l>; tl 
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On tlio next daytliere 
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Colonel Hickey, Police Snpcrintendent, bad previoiislj 
given oi-dei-B wliicli resulted in the removal of all amis wnd 
&I11 munition frotii ttie various gun and hardwai-e storee to 
places of safety, which liad beeu both secretly and effec- 
tively done; so that the pillaging wliich occiiri'ed at Pitta- 
bui^ conld hardly have trauspired. Neither was there at 
any time appi-eheiiBiou of ungovernable riot occurring in tlie 
finer business portion of tlie city ; for every business house 
had promptly organized such mnorgency forces, that, with 
the near aid of the police from headqnartei-e, and that of 
my own large, nnifonned, and well-armed Preventive Police, 
any attack which might be made from across the river 
could have been raet and repulsed with great disaster to the 
common enemy. Besides this, the riot and disorder seemed 
naturally to confine itself to the southern portion of the 
city, where most of tiie freight depots of the different roads, 
as well as some of the largest manufacturing establishments 
in the whole country, are located, and upon the West Side — 
particularly the southern portion of the West Side — where 
there are innumerable packiMg-liouses, machine-shops, 
" slop-shops," or houses for the mannfactui-e of ready-made 
clothing, rendering establishments, foundries, and all umn- 
uer of the gi-osser indnstriea that draw around them the 

»most ignorant, as well as the most vicious and desperate, of 
labiirei-s. Within an area of four square miles, covering 
tliis section of the city, all the rioting in Cliicago was done. 
One of the chief ivasons for this was found in the fact that 
the police forces were admirably handled, and instead of 
being held at headquarters to protect a trifling ai-ea, as was 

I the case in some oUier cities, wei-e sepaiiited into serviceable 
iqnads, and made to engage tlie communist ruSians on 
iheir own ground, thus rendering the moat ofFectual yroten- 
tiou }x)SBiblo to the best portions o^ xXie »5sfcj.,\w ■&.\g.-ai^ 
Bobs wei-e bo iiiistled and wotried \u -Cftsiw «'«■«■ '«'^'**'' 
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that they had little time, or opportiiuity, for projectid 
trouble bej'wiH. 

Ry this time the jieople of Cliicago had Ixjconie tin 
onglily aroused. Its two handsome militia rcghnentB, ti 
First and Second, had turned out splendidly, a lixjal baMeij 
was in tine fighting trim, and Colonel Agramonte, with t 
liearty eo-operation of the authorities, had hastily organ!; 
a oavalry force whicli aiibseqiiently did most effective work 
in riding down the rioters. Besides thia, several companies 
of United States troops, bronzed and war-ecarred veterans 
from the Indian conntries, had arrived, and had been i 
cetvcd with such an ovation as had never been tendered to | 
soldiers before, many of the swartliy fellows being carried 
for blocks on the heads and shonldcrs of J4ibilanl citizens. | 

But the people of the city, as before stated, were now 
thoroughly aroused, and wliile each well-wislier for 
common good had lasting faith in the eventual i)eRcefi 
Bobition of tlie trouble, every man of standing and respects 
bility had a desire to do something to give beyond qnestini 
public expression to a common determination to wipe o 
the stain upon the eity's name. 

The ontgrowth of all this was an abnoet simultaoeont 
movement from all quarters of the city towards the iiiain- J 
moth Tabernacle building, the gi'cat barn ei-ected by certaia I 
bnsinees men, primarily as an advertising scheme, and, 
secondarily, for the purpose of spreading physical disease 
through spiritual salvation as distributed by Moody and 
Sankoy. This meeting was called for three o'clock oil | 
Wednesday aftei-noon. but by two o'clwk f i-om between t«ifl 
and twelve thousand people had wedged themselves into t 
pl»ce. Fully as many more surmunded the strnctnre, failrj 
ing to gain admission, and it is certain that twenty thousant 
business men whose hearts and souls were with the meeting 
fleer went near it, knomug l\\e Wv'jjkWCvix,-^ qI ^"oCv^ 
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witliin blocks of the building. If there had been a build- 
ing in Chicago which held fifty thousand people, ou that 
day, and W the purpose named, fifty thousand earnest, 
determined men would have pai:ked it full. OhicMgo will 
forever sustain the reputatiou of never doing things by 
halves. 

As an illustration of the temper of this meeting I cannot; 
resist repmdiicing the words of that patriotic citizen and 
grand man, Robert Collyer. lie came forward as if in th6 
-old times, when he wastlie strong-armed *' Yorkshii-e Black- 
smith "of Ilkley, to drive Lome with the hammer of su- 
,prerae earnealneBS the heated iron which should weld all 
r.inind8 into a common purpose, and said : 

" This is no time for preaching ; this is a time for prac- 
liieo! 

" The wisest and bravest and best thing we can do baa 
'got to 1)6 done now. We ai-e going to take care of our city 
iTphatcver comes. We are oowed by an insiguifiuant mob. 
The great wheels of commerce and trade are stopped. I 
cannot expect to live long in course of nature. I thought I 
might live twenty years — I would like to. Do you know, 
fellow-citizens, as God lives, and as my soul lives, I would 
iwther die in twenty minutes in defense of order, and 
of our homes, against these men, than to live twenty 
ycare of as happy life as I have lived all these fifty years. 
JHy thought was this: that we should have special commit- 
tees in the wards and districts of our city ; that we sliould 
organize a force of twenty thonsaud constables; tliat we 
should subscribe one million dollars as a fund to be drawn 
on, to take care of these men who are acting with us, hut i 
who cannot take care of themselves. I am [hmt, but I am I 
willing to give two hundred dollare to begin with. That i» ^ 
my speech, gentlemen 1 " 

It waB not Robert CcUyer aVmo, VvA V^^'i ^.V-os^?^^^ 
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Lieutenant Veaey, with all the available police at hia 
command, made a flank movement, arriving at the Rolling 
Stouk Company's Works in advance of the rabble, Btation- 
ing his men in front of the building. The Lientenant 
attempted to conciliate the mob, but it was nselesa. It waa 
spoiling for a Hgiit, and the arrest of one of its most blatant 
mcinbere precipitated it. They tirat tore down one hundi-ed 
feet of the fence, and then, having received reinforcements, 
tunied suddenly on the police in a most savage manner. 
The latter retaliated with their clnbs, hoping that this would 
be anfficient, bnt, finding that Bevei-al of their number were 
being strnck down, drew their revolvers and advanced on 
their assailants, wounding many, when the mob retired sul- 
lenly, savagely contesting every inuli of ground, until the 
cr<jwd was suddenly asaanlted in the rear by more (wlioe, 
under Sergeant Callahan, who had arrived at an opportune 
moment. Then firing ceased, and clubbing began in earnest. 
Tlie mob fought back desperalely, but were finally beaten, 
flying precipitately over the prairies in every direction. 

Later in the day portions o£ the same mob surged back 
to the north, gathering force and impetus as it progressed, 
and made an attack upon the passenger depot of the North- 
western Railway, for the purpose of stopping all trains. 
They were, however, auccessfnlly i-esisted by the [wlicfl and 
H jwsse of citizens, driven off with many a broken and ach- 
ing bone, and their leaders dragged ignominioualy to the 
lock-up. 

But, whenever the mob dispersed at one locality, it 
seemed to have a strange and m^'sterions faculty of rising, 
"phfcnix-like," at half a dozen different points. Manid'ao. 
torics were again visited in the eastern and central portion 
of the West 8ide, and closed with the ugliest of violence. 

An instance wortliy of record, "v^icreL "isa \«v>Me. 't'sw*. 
Ailed to Baoceed, was when a 'J^^a cwysft. «»»£»«&- "«»■ 
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manufacbfiy of the Crane Bros. & Co. This oompuiy 
had Ifti^ contracts in iron-work to bo filled b^" August 15tlL 
Their men were working on full time, at goiMl wages, itiid 
would not !i« bullied from the plae«. Arming themselvea 

ith convenient pieces of iron, they defied the mob, which 
mi>st ridiculously dispersed, by showering its ineial>cra 

ith water nntil tliey were eompletely drenched. 

Lack and forth all the afternoi>n and into the night, 
rowds of rioters pushed their way through this sec- 
ion of the city, carrying terror everywhere. Countless 

llisione with bodies of citizens and [xilice occurred, in 
hich the latter were always victorious, but which never 
h%A the effect of effectually quelling the devilish spirit of 
the infuriated ruffians, and Wednesday ended, as it had 
Ix^gun, with turbulence and disorder, but with a drawing 
nearer to the grand climax, when the riotous classes should 
get their fill of conflict, and when the determination of all 
Chicago that the city should cast off the pestilential terror 
which had come upon it should prevail. 

On Thursday morning everything was ripe f<>r oonfiict. 
citizen oi^nizationa, which were mainly relied on for 
service, in case the business portion of the city should he 
invaded, had been well perfected, the militia regiments, 
whose loyalty liad been somewhat doubted, were in full 
force, and ready for hard knocks ; the cavalry oi^uizatioa 
was well equipped with everytliing necessary to do effective 
charging and slashing; the artillery company had been as 
effectively manned by old battery men as ever was a com- 
pany during oiu- lale war ; a lai'ge force from the iHJst- 
otKce, arcncd to the teeth with revolvers and muskets, the 
Veteran Reserve Corps, under old and skilled army 00100111, 
and, better than all, the United States troops, who liad 
been increased to seven hundred men, every <iue of them 
lite as ready to meet comQmu.\?.\& aa ^» ^^J^ssw ^-ftSw^ 
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tBnIl; while the mob elements had gathered still greRter* 
force and power, and were ready for any work which it 
might be posfiible for them to compass. 

The ball was opened at ten o'clouk ThiU'sday morning 
by a riot at Vorwaei't'a Turner Hall, on West Twelfth 
Street, half a block east fnim nalsted Street. A meeting 
of sclf-etyled workingraen had been called, and by nine 
o'clock the crowd of hoodlums that had collected ran up 
into thousands. At about the hour fii-st named, a detach- 
ment of I'egiilar and special police marched across tLe 
Twelfth Street bridge on their way to Twelfth Street 
Station. They were on foot and numbered abont thirty 
men. No sooner bad they neared the ball, than they were 
'attacked by the dense crowd with stojies and other missiles. 
They were compelled to fall back, when the rioters so 
Jwtly pnrsued them, that, iu eolf-defense, they were obliged 
fo turn upon them. The police fought like tigers, and, 
inch by inch, foreed the ugly fellows back towai-da the 
bnilding. Fortunately, a block and a half west from the 
teene of couilict, near the station, and in wagons, wers 
•rly a score of police who had been sent from the Cen- 
ifral Station, and were awaiting orders. As soon as tliey 
Were apprii^d of the desperate condition of their flomi-ailea, > 
there was never a quicker charge made. At them they 
went like a prize crowd at Donnybrook, and clubbed and 
smashed anybody and everybody before them, until they 
had formed a jiuiction with the other party of police, when 
tlie main crowd, with yells of pain and rage, bn>ke and tied 
in all directions. Then the coml)ined force fought their 
■ way more fiercely than ever thnmgh the deuae masses 
^Kwedged into the vestibule and upon the stairways, pitching 
^^tnen bodily out into the street, or hurling them down llio 
stairs, until the main aiiditor\n.m v;iiaTcfe»«\ifiA.,'^V«».^^*ae>aa 
transpired that beggars de&cripl\on. 




THE END. 



Here was foniid a paiiic-Btricken mob of pcrhupa two 
hundred persons, the larger portion of whom had taken 
refuge witliin, wlieii the attiick upon them by Ihe police in 
the street had become too severe. liat the officers kept at 
tliem with a vigc)r and enthusiasm beautiful and wonderful 
to l>ehold. Many riotei-s <;liinbod columns, like monkejs, 
and hid in tho galleries ; othera secreted tihemselves beneath 
the slage, and among the "winga" and "flies" of the 
scenery ; others jumped fi-om the windows at the risk of 
bi-oken limbs, and still olhei'S, too hotly pressed lu esca[>o, 
seized chaire, converting tlieni into weapons of defense 
wliiuli they handled with the power of desperation ; but no 
meRiy was shown, and the clubbing went on unt.il the 
great hall wns cleared, and the mob had got the tirst taste of 
what was freely distributed in Chicago throughout the en- 
tire day. 



^r During the Turner Hall fight another conflict was in 
pnigreaa on Haleted Street, between the Viaduct and Canal- 
port Aveime. In fact, Ilaletcd Street was really tiie battle- 
ground during the entire day. 

The particular occurrence referred to was caused by a 
gang of some three hundred young roughs attacking a ' 
street-car and its passengers. The police came to the res- 
cue, but the mob rallied and returned to tVvft ».SSa»3«. \w*&. 
vicioasly, usiug revolvers EreeVj. TUe ^sJi-vaa Niiw» 4wcf»fi?i 
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furced back, firing with grv)d effect, aud wonnding several 
of the riitters, who bocaine infuriated. They cliarged aud 
recharged on tlie ptilice, fired revolvere and musbets out of 
windows and from allc^'e. clambered to tlie tops of houses 
and hurled stonee upon the blne-eoute. The hitter intrenvlied 
themselves as best they might, and made as good a skir- 
raish-fiyht as was ever witnessed. Finally reinforeeinenls 
wiM-e forwarded, and tlie ruob was deftatod, but the biiltle 
Lad lasted two honrs, and resulted in the disabling of Bcrci-al 
of the policemen, and the killing of one man and a boy, 
and the wounding of many of the mob. 

It was soon seen that this point was to be the scene wE 
tronble, and a large force of militia was sent to the vicinity, 
consisting of two cavalry companies, three hundred of the 
Second Regiment, under Colonel Quirk, and two ten-pound 
field-pieces, manned by veterans and firemen. 

Fnlly ten thousand persons were mossed in and along 
Halsted Sti-eet, nearly every one of whom was a rioter by 
nature aud education. As soon as a charge would be made 
by the police, or the militia, in either direction, tlie crowd 
to be dispersed would make a short, sharp fight, and 
then, getting the worst of it, would suddenly dismember 
and rush to one side or the other, disappearing like an 
army of rats into the side-sti'ects and alleys. Then, if the 
force was too large for an immediate reappearance, they 
would hurl stones, or fire revolvers, fi-om their hiding- 
places, and the upper stories and even i-oofa of buildiugs 
constantly swarmed with the ruffians, who did everything 
in their power to murder the police aud troo|M below. For 
hours tliis manner of charging, counter-charging, scurrying 
up aiid down streets, atteniptd tu dislodge the enemy from 
the roofs of houses, and lively skirmishing of a general 
chai-acter, went ou. Many exciting and ludicrous iuuiJenta 
occurred, if the seuse of tervov w^i ^I^<s v'^^sftfttft iJL '•ic3m.\\^ 
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and death could have been removed. One instanee is wdrth 
relating. 

Whenever any of the riotera were captured, their at- 
tempted rescue was verj popular among llie mob. Oa one 
occasion a particularly desperate effort had been made to 
recapture a wagon-load of prisoners who were being taken 
to headtpiartere. In the ecnffle and conflict whicii fullowed, 
one desperate fellow was being borne away by his friends, 
when pfiliceman Iliekey, brother of Coloucl Uickej', the 
Police Sii}>erintendent, and a brave and stalwart officer, wliu 
was on horseback, at tlie risk of his life charged in upon 
the crowd, fought it nntil he had captured the released 
rioter, to<5k hitn by the collar and bodilydragged liitn sotne 
distance from hia friends, who were completely dazed by 
the heroic act, when he tied a rope to the ruffian's wrist, 
and, putting spuro to his hoi«e, witli a cocked revolver kept 
the riutcrs at bay nntil he had dragged his man triumph- 
iBntly within the lines, while the police and militia were 
tdlonting themselvea hoarse over the brilliant victory. 

About this time Captain Seavey, at the Madison Street 
■Station, received orders from headquartei-s to immediately 
.proceed to the scone of con^ct unth all his available force, 
wnnibering at that time only twenty-one men. Discard- 
ing their clubs, he anued thorn with Springfield muskets 
gave oi-ders to shoot dead any man, or men, who might 
interfere with the command. Something in the appearance 
'of the men, perhaps, awed the liuman devils by which they 
'woi-e comiielled to pass, and they met with no seriona 
obstacle. At Fourteenth Street they were joined by a 
portion of tlie Second Ileglment, and a body of cavalry Ihat 
had been busied keeping comnnniications with the rear 
lopcn. Then the entire force pi-oceeded sonth to tlio llal- 

(ilted Street bridge through t\\o Uo'jjWu^ wwJw.,>\v»x «^^-«&- 
win from the sidewalks, but oSeveiX w> ixwwV ■t'«»«a»»a4. 
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On roatrliitig the brUI;^, a most terrific attack xvas mnda, 
the police and ti-oops with revolvers and stonde. 
larger portion of the force now char;^ the bridge Miiii 
crossed it, after a Bcvere fight, leaving but a small nnml>el 
b> attend to the pnrsning mob behind. The bridge had 
hardly been cleared befure a gaug of villains swung tlio 
same, jumping fi-um it ae the ends swept past the ap- 
proacltes. Thia left a handful of men at tlie mercy of an 
infuriated crowd of one iiundt-ed limes their number. Cer- 
tain death awaited them, liad it not been for the wonderful 
preeence of mind and heroism of a lad, not over elevei 
years of age, named James O'Keil, who deserves almost ft 
brighter fame than the bov-hero of Pittsburg, August Don- 
dal, who remained at his telegraph instrument sending dis" 
patches to Philadelphia of the progress of the riots until 
the mob burned the building over his head. 

Thia lad took in the situation at a glance. He pltingedt 
into the river, never heeding the iMwardly fionda wh« 
Bti^>ned him, as boys will stone a djxtwning rat, swam tu tltfl 
pier, climbed throngh the trap, and, amid tlie cheers of the 
police and the yells of the niaddeiied mol>, swung thtf 
bridge back to the appmauiics. The moment it was in 
plaoe the cavalry charged back across it, followed by the 
Second Kogiinent supported by one field-piece, and all fol- 
lowed by police on foot and in wagonB. Then tiring on 
the mob began in earnest and with deadly results, fourt 
the mob being killed outright, and large unmliei-s wuundedi 

During the aftorni-ou members of the inoli which had 
received sueh a threshing at Halsted Street bridge and via- 
duct, moved over to the vicinity of Canal Street and Canal- 
port Avenue, and, effecting a jnitction with their frienda 
from the "Uridgeiwit" shima, began making it decidedly 
uncomfortable for tlvn yoVitc, Va-aM.lftwwM Seavev's men 
were tJetailcd to quel\ t\\e d\MmWntc,w.\\\ -0x1;%. b.to\n.Av.-£*j 
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reception by the mob. Sorgeaiit Callahan's squad and Oil- 
oncl AgrftmoTite's cnTalry were then Bcnt to i-ouiforce them, 
and the latter force charged at full gatlup down Barlingtou 
Strout, a tlKiixmghfaro but one equare in length, bnt thickly 
infoBted by the lowest Pules and Bohemiana which Chicago 
can muster. Tliuy fonght with the feixMiity of maddened 
briitca, but in among them, and upon them, dashed the 
excited horsemen, running thcin down and trampling them 
under foot, and showing them no mercy. The men cut 
right and left with their Rabres, serving men and women 
alike, and often rinming their horiies into the very doon of 
houses in pursuit of the enemy. This body of tumultuous 
fools were squelched completely. 

And so passed this memorHble Thni'sday. 

It was one contiimons series of tights, like those described, 
from morning until night Nineteen of tlie rioters were 
known to have been killed. Over one hundred pereoiis 
were kimwn to have been wounded. The mobs had every- 
where been defeated, and that disastrously; and whoD the 
darkness I'-ame, though a few upheavals of the iirute cle- 
ment still rose to the surface, the monster Kiot was found 
to be in its death struggle. 

The force and effect of tlie great strikes were considerably 
broken when the excitement reached the State of Kissoiiri 
and Its splendid metro^iHs, St. I.^uia. ' Tliis fact, cotipled 
with the other fact, which does Mlsaonri credit, that Gov- 
ernor Phelps had in him the promptness, bravery, and gixnl 
judgment so requisite in execntive officers, prevented all 
but a tithe of the real ti'ouble experienced by other large 
cities. 

It is no more than just that the story of the strike in Mift- 
Bouri and St. Louis ahonld be called to the attention of the 
geuem] public, bo that this \>aiti<niUr Governor need not 
shai-e the odinm wliic\\ aUaiAica u> xVe tV\ftl 't-*. 
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sevcml States whicli miglit be inciitionctl. Governor Pheipe 
did Ilia duty tlioroughly. Tliei-e was no litilting or jwlicj- 
hunting about him. llo went right at the mutter in a linsi- 
nesB way, and determined to rid his State of this i)articalar 
lawlosencBB. In previons years, had there lieen more Gov- 
eniom fur MiBsouri like Governor Phelps, the etain of law- 
Itfesiicsa and crime, which for bo long has rested upon her, 
and which cannot soon tie forgotten, would never have been 
luid u|)OD the State. 

The first aerioUB disturbances connected with the great 
Btrik«« began in St. Louis on Monday, July 23d, and before 
Wednesday, tlie 25th, had passed away, the Btrikecs had got 
conlnjl of the railniads and intxirfei-ed with the uperation of 
nearly all the indnstrial works in and around the city. The 
Governor was in the capital, Jefferson City, attending to his 
mutine dnties at the time, and telegrams began to ponr in 
npiin hiru fi-oni citizens and leading offic-iaU of St. Lonia, 
calling njion him to ap|>eal to the President for United 
States triH>i)s to suppress the riot, and a delegation from that 
city came to urge Mm to the same coiit«e of action. The 
Governor blunlly expressed the opinion that it was the bus- 
iness of the State to put down its own rioters, and it was 
his particular business to see that the work was done. He 
therefore refused to appeal to the President until the com- 
monwealth had exhauBted its own r-esonrccs. The Governor 
wont to St. Louis Wednesday night, and on Thnrsday issued 
his proclamati'in to the strikers. Among other straightfor- 
ward things, this pi-otlamation contained the following plain 
and forcible language: 

" And I do assure the people of Miseonri, and especially 
of this city, that I am here for the purjKise of seeing that 
tho laws are faithfully executed and enforced." 

There was no et^nivocaXVotv ov \«i?sj''^?, ^^^ ^V«6 <ip.e*tioQ 
Sboat this. It was the \aT\ga^cS_». m»a -w^Ba ^«> ■«»*« 
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of the Bitnation. The rioters felt it. It went right home to 
them, "ihcy knew there was to be no higgle -haggling of 
trifling. The poliue, under Cliief MeDonoiigh, a cik>1 and 
efiicient officer, BnjijiDVted by the military, who had been 
given enthusiasm and spirit hj the presouco and determina- 
tiun of Governor Phelps himself, moved upon the rioters 
the next day, Fiiday, Jnly 27th, and dispersed them without 
kilting a man. Saturday St. Lonls was as quiet as any city 
in the Union. The greatest heat of tiie disorder had been 
in East St. Louis, just across the river ou the Illinois side, 
and Governor Phelps notified Governor Cullom, of Illinois, 
on July 26th, that the traffic of the great lines westward 
was stopped by the strikei's in East St. Louis, and called 
upon him to restore peace and remove the embargo, offering 
the to-operation of the "good and law-abiding men" of 
MiEsonri in the work. At Kansas City, liaunibal, St. 
Joseph, and other points throughout the commonwealtli, 
the same active and determined spirit prevailed, and tha 
tendency to riot was snppi-esscd without bloodshed, hut 
without faltering. The importance of such a consumma- 
tion may be fairly estimated, when it is remembered that 
the great lines of railway connecting the Atlantic and 
Fauitic coasts run through Missouri. From the treatment 
of the strikes in the "boi-der-ruffian State," that coinraou- 
wealth is certainly bonnd to take high rank among her 
Bister States in the Union. 

Dming the entire disorder at St Lonis, althongh there 
was considerable e.'ccitement and frequent exhibitions of • 
the mob spirit in the gathering of cn>wds, requiring cai-e 
and good generalship to handle, there was but one oocasioa 
when the severe use of the police and military seemed to 
(lent, and the origin and progress of that particiilai 
bit of turmoil was of the luoat h\d'\«r(n\& wsAwve- 

Thia occarrGd in £i-ont of the Voui Court*^ w*-"^"^^'"^'^ 
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An old German hll<^k&te^, wlm wtis detonnined to attem 
to hie business, strike or no strike, found occ-^Ion to pi 
the Foui- Courts building, homewaiil Wund, after havi 
disjKtsed of his wagon-load of ve^lables. Tliis place v 
the lieadqiiarlars of the police and tr(K>i>8, ihe latier beiiij 
quartered in the jail-yard, and a smalt foi-ce lijft in fi'oa 
of the building for immediate eervice, slionld it becuTn 
necessary. A cordon of police had been placed t 
street, at a short distance either side of the front of t 
l-'onr Courts, in order to keep olear enfticient epaoe in whid 
to make any necessary military or police evohitione. 

But tlie old German huckster had got it into his liw 
that this is a free country, and that he liad as good a rip^ 
to travel npon one street as another. Tlie ]iolice stoppc 
him when he reached tlie line, bnt he wliipped np hi 
team and paid no attention to the blue-coats, Ttie nio 
they endeavored to stop him the more he beat his Jioiw 
which soon began rearing aliout, when one or tvro oDicei 
attempted to spring into the wagon and effect thehucksterS 
arrest. Tliat irate individual then transferred his attentioiii 
fi-om the liorses to tlie police, wliom he cracked < 
licadfi at a lively rate. For some time he hotly defended 
himself, until other police sprang forward to assist tliotl 
comrades. This was the signal for the riotore, who half 
been crowding the saloons and streets in the vicinity, tl 
ciime to the rescue of the plucky Dutchman, The dosiii 
to take him from the police seemed to be electrical witlj 
the mob, and its meutbera rushed do^vn the streets in i 
direction. More police were called on, and, fur a few 
Tites one of the liveliest and most laughable tussles of tia 
great strikes was iu full pi-ogress, the i>ld German toppiii 
all and laying about him right and left with hid whig 
never earing whether \i6\i\t,'^<A\«,'n\»».Qti\ii^t, and 6 

like a trooper as an ainiom^awivnawx.. 



rcaaon tor excitciiieiit and diRtiii-H 
origiimted in the general pultHc n 
hatred of the Oliiiicsc iX)pulatiuiiB 
the whites. This Biiltjeut hna hoeil 
to requir-e touching upon liore. ll 
refer to it, as the chief and onlJ 
Fmiudeuo at tlua or aii; other titnel 

Mayor Ui-jant bad isBiicd his J 
tile troiiblca in Knstcm States, and 
natiiro and the patients of all citizer 
riot and dieonlcr would be pnt duv 
Thfi cit^ had an avajlahle fottic of te 
consisting of ]>oliae, militia, and e 
latter, by far the greatest nuinlier, vi 
uid Confedei'ate ex-sold id's, and 
meant. Beside this,two cumpaniee 
were conveniently stationed at Alcat 
while the United StatuB corvettes, 
wanna, with a foi-ce of niariu ea, wen 

Wl.ilp ll i, ^^M^B^I 
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underground holes; others, in scant cluthing, skipped along I 
the roofs of buildings like the liveliest of es(.-aj>cd Itinalice; 
jiiiuiy pl<faded and begged on their kncee, and were tilulihcd j 
and pulled tbrongb the etieele for tbuir pains ; while it is I 
said that others actnnllj committed snicide rather Uun bo 
takua by the demons attauking thetn. As soon as this ctm- | 
dition of things had been learned at headqnarterSi a liu^u | 
fiTL-e of ]K<!ice was dispatched to the scene from aae dire«- 
tioD, and a much larger number of Vigilantes were sent u> ■ 
the same point from another. The two iortxia attacked | 
tliem with splendid spirit and energy. 

For a full half hour the straggle cnntinned, the police I 
and tlie Vigilantes both forcing the rioters into a donee [ 
mass, and pounding and heating them terrihly, finally tri- 
uniphantly bearing off half a hundred of the most desperate 
leaders, and diapersing the mob. 

Three of the mob were killed outright in this battle, and 
fin-ty-six " hoodlums " were badly wounded. 

But it put an end to the trouble in San Francisoo. 
Orders were given, and made known to the public, to eluxit 
dead the first person found inciting riot or resisting arrest, 
and tliis, with the punishment given the rioters on Wednea- 
day night, held terrorism in restraint. 

After this summary handling of mattere in San Francisco 
the whole land was again at peace. The great wheels of 
ctimmcrcc began tlieir accustomed rounds; tliebusincee man 
drew a sigh of relief and returned to his duties ; tlie laborer 
put his hands again to hie work, wondering where he had 
been benefited, and cursing his own rcckleseiiese ; and far 
and near onr fifty millions of people, wlio had for nearly 
half a month stood aghast in terror, slowly shook off the 
horrilile presence that had been upon them, and took up the 
old ivaj'8 of life, afl ii waVm^, tt-jia sbv o^Y^'eis.w'i draani. 
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